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LEGIT WAR FRONT 


Tommy Dorsey and WB Earle, Philly, 
Touch Off Fireworks Over % Deal 


Tommy Dorsey and officials 
Warners’ Earle theatre, Philadelphia, 
wound up the leader’s week at that 
house Thursday (10) in a violent dis- 
pute which culminated in Dorsev’s 
vow he will never again play a War- 
ner house. Warners, on the other 
hand, is said to have matched that 
in spades. 

This is strictly the leader’s version 
of the dispute. Warner 
refused to comment. 

Dorsey played the Earle on an un- 
usual contract, one which also ap- 
plied to his prior date at the WB- 
owned Stanley theatre, 
a percentage $28,500. 


over Except 


of+ 


executives 


Pittsburgh. | 
He was on a $12,500 guarantee, plus | 


Servicemen Morale 
Upped By Pin-Ups 


Importance of pin-up girls in the- 
atres of war is emphasized in an 
appeal to the Paramount theatre, N. 
Y., last week. Request is being com- 
plied with by Robert M. Weitman, 
managing director of the Par. 

Cpl. Milton Sova, Special Service 
|rep attached to an air squadron in 
| the Southwest Pacific, wrote the 
; management asking for pin-ups as a 
means to bolster morale among the 
boys. 


for the high guarantee this deal is | 


similar to the arrangement all top 
names get at the Earle. However, 


the contract further stipulated that if | 
gross surpassed $42,500, | 
then Dorsey was to participate even- 


the week's 


ly (50-50) from the first dollar, 
Fuss began when Dorsey suspected 


Must Mix With Gis 
To Bolster Morale 


the Earle of attempting to keep his | 


week’s gross down, after which he | 
admittedly bought up blocks of tick- | 


ets at the b.o. and had them distrib- 


uted among schools, orphanages and 


An _ act USO-Camp 
Show, Inc., tour must be as big a hit 


playing a 


off the stage as on, according to} 
| 


Jesse Block (and Eve Sully) who 
recently returned from a four-month 


kids on the street in a personal drive 
toward the $42,500. Why Earle of- 


ficials, whose house is part of a na-/ trip through the Caribbean area. 
tional organization embracing film The extra-curricular activities that 
(Continued on page 42) | 

go along with a tour are just as 

necessary toward maintaining sol- 


dier morale as performing for them. 
Most troops have been penned up 
at their bases for some time, and feel 


i charged 
000 to the showings if necessary. 


'Naples or Algiers, or both. 


New Theatre Bldg. 
OK Where Needed 


Washington, Feb. 15. | 
New War Production Board sur- | 
vey indicates the need of additional ; 
recreation facilities in war-work 
centers in Kansas, Missouri, Ne- | 
braska and Arkansas, George W. Mc- | 
Murphey, chief of the amusement | 
and recreation section of the Office | 
of Civilian Requirements, discloses. | 

McMurphey is anxious to receive 

(Continued on page 10; 


DOUBTED CHAPLIN WILL 
EVER PRODUCE AGAIN 


Hollywood, Feb. 15. | 
Understood preparation of Charles 
Chaplin’s further film productions, | 
including “Bluebird,” has been dis- | 
continued until after the trial. Talk 
around Hollywood is that he will) 
never resume production, regardless | 
of the court’s verdict. Future of his 
production organization, which he} 
has maintained for years, is in doubt | 
to date. 
Conjectural also is the contract | 
Which Alice Ealand, New York 


| 


model, says she holds with Chaplin | 
as the laiest of his proteges, although | 
he has never officially confirmed ex- 
istence of the pact. 
Chaplin and six others, accused in | 
the Joan Barry cause celebre, surren- | 
(Continued on page 3) 


i key roles 
|a serviceman as guest artist with the 


Detroit Symphony 


linto the 


the need of contact with others 


SET SHOWS 


$50,000 Put Up to Spot 
Stock at Naples or Al- 
giers, Maybe Both—First 
Time Stage Plays Shown 
in Combat Areas 


AWAIT WAR DEPT. OK 


By JACK PULASKI 


| present one or two stock companies | 
near the Italian fighting front or ad- | 


Petrillo Nixes 


|jacent territory, the project to be 


It has been virtually arranged to | 


| wholly financed by the American | 
| Theatre Wing. Plan is favored by 
| USO-Camp Shows, through which 
lall entertainment for the 


fighting 
must be cleared. The final 
| step is an okay from the War De- 
will be 


forces 


partment. No admission 
and it is und 


the Wing is prepared to devote $50,- | 


Plan at present is to spot stock in | 
It will | 
be the first time that stage plays will | 
be available to men in the combat} 
areas. Bert Lytell was the liaison 
between the Wing and USQ, he be- | 
ing in both outfits. He has been 
working on the stock plan for} 


than their own immediate circle. 
months. USO advised the Wing that | 
Performers, Block said, are able to Mies 
stock idea was accepted early 
(Continued on page 42) this week. 
Fate Plays Bic rar] sit 
1° 
In Soldier-P ianisi OL a il 


Click With Det. Symph 


Detroit, Feb. 15. 
Coincidence and the USO played 


in the first appearance of 


Orchestra. 


room and was struck by 
his handling of the difficult piece. | 
He told Baldwin, “After the war you 
have an engagement with the Detroit 
Symphony.” The director, however, 
shoved up the post-war date and | 


‘featured the sergeant at last Satur- | 


day's concert. 

It was the first symphony appear- 
ance of the 33-year-old soldier, who 
started lessons when he was 11, and 
his concert turn drew marked appre- 
ciation from the Detroit music | 
critics. 


| releasing 


(Continued on page 14) 


‘HOUR OF CHARM’ (PHIL | 
SPITALNY) SET AS PIC 


Arthur Gottlieb, head of Du-Art 
The soldier is Sgt. Richard Bald- | Film Laboratories. has set plans to 
win, attached to an air post near go into independent production 
here. Several months ago when the | shortly. 
Detroit USO was dedicating its nev He has purchased the rieht 
| classical music room, Baldwin tried ! to the title and the radio show. “The 
out the new piano by playing Schu- | Hour of Charm.” Phil Spitalny and 
bert’s Sonata in A Major. - | his femme orchestra, it is announced, 
Karl Krueger, musical director of | are to appear in the film 
the Detroit Symphony, happened| Reported that Gottlieb will set a | 


deal 
United Artists. 


later, possibly with 


No Mr. Lana Turner Here 


Holiywood, Feb. 15. 

Columbia has put Stephen Crane 
under contract and will give him a, 
strong buildup as romantic juvenile. | 

He’s the husband of Lana Turner,, 
but that phase will be completely! 
disregarded in putting him on his 
own. 


| Plans of the 


Major Webs, BBC Set Up Pooling 


Plan for Opening Hrs. of Invasion 


Pic People in Syndicate 
Buy of Bevhills Hotel 


Hollywood, Feb. 15. 
Beverly Hills Hotel, landmark for 
24 years, is likely to become a stop- 
ping place for screen and radio per- 


sonalities through its purchase by 
a local syndicate. | 

Prominent among the new stock- | 
holders are Lt. Col. Tom Lewis, who | 
is married to Loretta Young, and} 
Dr. Francis D. Griffin, Irene Dunne’s 
husband, 


Bond Show Discs. 


Chicago, Feb. 15. 
Treasury Dept. to 


record sections of the all-star bond } 


|made to Washington 


i the Copley-Plaza hotel here, warmed 


erstood that broadcasts to be sold to the highest | 


bidders on war bond sales were 


Petrillo here last week, 
Twelve-inch records had been 
planned with the actual mechanical 


Chicagoan who felt that it might 

Appeal was 
on the turn- | 
down but the answer was “If the | 
union says no there is nothing that | 


spur the sale of bonds. 


| can be done about it”. 


Jane Pickens Sells 
Oi Boston rune 
For Paralysis Victims: 
Boston, Feb. 15. 


With the aid of a little showman- | 
ship, Jane Pickens, who just finished 


jan engagement at the Oval Room of } 


up a large body of professors and | 


{physicians assembled to deliberate 


4 


on starting a foundation to treat vic- | 


tims of spastie paralysis, and got 


them to decide in favor of the ven- 


i ture after they had al] but decided 


it was impractical at this time. 
Miss Pickens’ interest in the ven- 
ture was brought about by the con- | 
dition of a close friend, a paralysis 
victim. When various members of 


the august bodg pointed out that! 
Boston was “a cold city,” and that | 
there was little hope of success un- 
der present circumstances, the sing- 
er, undaunted, started to sell her, 
subject, and before she was through 
had the whole convention pledged to | 
lay immediate plans for the inane | 
tion. 


| servations 


Plans for radio coverage of the 
European invasion have been or are 
in the process of completion by the 
four major nets in conjunction with 
the British Broadcasting Co. As 
matters now stand, a pooling ar- 
rangement to cover the crucial first 
hours of the invasion has been 
worked out between the nets and 
BBC in cooperation with the U. S. 
Navy. This pool will probably cover 
the first 72 hours and pertains only 


| to correspondents on the naval ves- 


sels accompanying and covering the 
establishment of the beachhead or 
beachheads, as the case may be. 
After the initial phase, it’ll be every 
man for himself, so far as network 
coverage is concerned. All of the 
nets have complete crews estab- 
lished or on the way to London and 
after the pooling agreement has ex- 
pired, the scramble for coverage will 
transcend everything that ever came 
before in network treatment of spe- 
cial events. 

Probabilities are that the on-the- 
scene crews will only record ob- 
and the din of battle. 
These recordings will then be rushed 
to London for rebroadcast and in- 
| terpretation by the top network: 


|commentators established in the 


| turned down flatly by James C. | British capital. All of the nets have 


; set up elaborate plans. 


sy 
| expense to be borne by an unnamed | Lied In Krupa 


Narcotic Rap 


band boy 


eonviet 


John Pateakos, 
“alner 


whose 
Gene 


story last week. He 


| signed an affidavit asserting his orig- 


inal statement, that Krupa asked him 

to go to his (Krupa’s) hotel and 

bring a package of marijuana to the 
(Continued on page 47) 


EYE THEATRE DRESSING 
ROOMS FOR GI BUNKING 


Proposal has been made that, in 
line with Mayor LaGuardia’s sug- 
gestion that service men be given 
special consideration for hotel ac- 


commodations in New York, perhaps 
some of the theatres could convert 


| their dressing rooms for such pur- 


poses. There are any number of ex- 
legit and variety theatres, such as 
the Globe, Palace, Hollywood, Zieg- 
feld, etc.. with roomy dressing quar- 
ters, no longer used since going into 
straight pictures, which could be 
thus converted, 

In overcrowded Washington it's 
an open secret that many a visiting 
showman had to bunk in a theatre 
where emergency beds have long 
since been utilized for such pur- 
poses. 
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Hollywood, Feb. 10. 

If you haven't been to Hollywood 
for some time you probably think 
the El Capitan is a legit house across 
from Grauman’s Chinese. 

Well, it isn’t any longer. The name 
was moved to Vine street, opposite 
“Daily Variety,” and has housed Ken 
Murray's “Blackouts” for nearly two 
years, 

The last legit the old El! Capitan 
housed of any endurance was a dash 
of lavender called “Oscar Wilde.” It 
vanked Laird Cregar from oblivion 
and gave Arthur Ripley, who direct- 
ed the Coast production, a new lease 
on what up to then had been a very 
precarious life. Rip has since gone 
on to direct the film “Voice in the 


Wind,” which, if the Academy made | 


awards for Sleepers, would get that 
other Oscar as the upper and lower 
of 1943. Cregar, of course, has gone 
on to even Duffy’s Tavern. 

A Lady Arrives 


“Wilde” about ended El Capitan’s | 


career as a legit house. After that, 
its face lifted, it became Paramount's 
outlet for Hollywood. ‘Lady in the 
Dark,” brightened by the presence of 
everybody who is anybody (and who 
isn’t?), had its premiere there last 
night Wednesday (9). 

The “Lady” is the same old glamour 
gal, surrounded by dreams, libidos, 
lovers and magazine covers. 

Whether Ginger is better than 
Gertie is for others to say. For weeks 
before the preview the town was in- 
formed that only the creme de la 
fromage had been invited and peas- 
ants like us couldn’t have bought 
tickets for love or money because, 
the ads stressed, “‘Sorry—no tickets 
left.” 

All the folks could do was to stare 
at G. Rogers’ legs. In Technicolor. 
They were tossed at us from every 
angle. The 24-sheets made even 
swing-shifters aFreud to go home in 
the dark for fear of meeting the lady. 
Always with her skirts up to here. 

Room with a View 

From Bedside Manor, our hillside 
pillbox, we can look down on all 
Hollywood. With a sweep of an eye 
to the east we can view the lot where 
“Lady” was made (keep it clean, Sig- 
mund). To the west we can see the 
lights of the Paramount where she 
is being preemed. It reminds that 
during the dimout and blackout era 


of Hollywood one of the town’s pho- | 


bias was laid to rest. The phobia, 


acquired from D. Parker, was that | 


all Hollywood neon lights would 
suddenly dissolve and spell out 
“Marion Davies.” And it’s still pos- 
sible that the same lights may yet 
spell out “The Gay Illiterate.” 


As to Politics 

A visitor here was the v.p. who 
tops all v.p.’s, Henry Wallace, and 
who made a speech at the Free World 
banquet wherein he urged Holly- 
wood to put more propaganda on its 
fast ball. Only he called them “in- 
doctrination films.” 

Hollywood hates the word prop- 
aganda more than it hates the word 
politics, though it plays politics in- 
side and out. And why not, if you 
live in a political society? 

What Hollywood needs is not less 
politics but more and cleaner politics. 


A war is being fought over political 


SA 4 4 


week? 
Twentieth Century-Fox is almost 
doing that by making pictures of 
“Wilson” and “Willkie” as part of its 
1944 product, but Dewey and Roose- 
velt, on alternate weeks, might be 
even better. In its proper season 
politics should be welcomed on the 
screen. In the off-season it can be 
played down, but certainly in a 
Presidential election year it’s news 


That Russian 
There was a Russian engineer in 
London. He couldn’t see enough of 
(Continued on page 14) 


Faye, Grable Maternity 
Furloughs Stall ‘Dollys’ 


Hollywood, Feb. 15. 

Start of “The Dolly Sisters” at 
20th-Fox has been postponed until 
Alice Faye and Betty Grable have 
returned from their maternal fur- 
loughs. Plans to substitute two 
other femmes for the name roles 
have been tossed out. 

Pageant of show business will be 
filmed next fall with George Jessel 


SCULLY’S SCRAPBOOK 


By Frank Scully 


H’wood News Hounds 
Whittled Down to 257 


Hollywood, Feb, 15. 
Army drafts and newsprint short- 
/age have whittled the number of 
| Hollywood press correspondents by 
|} about 25°... 
Latest check-up shows a roster of 
| 257, against 330 in 1942, 


BROMFIELD, MANN 
COLLABORATE ON FILM 


Louis Bromfield and Thomas Mann 
will collaborate on a screenplay 
| based on an original idea by Maxi- 


| millian Ilyin, Russian poet and nov- 

elist who wrote for and produced 
many films in France, pre-war. This 
‘is Mann's first venture in film writ- 
ing. 

Story, “The Woman of the 1,000 
| vee” will deal with a famous 
| model who was in love with one of 
the world’s” greatest armaments 
manufacturers. Bromfield and Mann 
will both appear in the picture when 
| made and will narrate their individ- 
‘ual stories about the central charac- 
ter. The trio were brought together 
-by Henry Leiser, associate of the 
| William Morris office. 


Shafer Plans Film On 


Duncan Sisters’ Career 


Hollywood, Feb. 15. 
George Shafer, who relinquishes | 


operation of the Music Box theatre | 


to Fox-West Coast April 18, has 
'taken 60-day option on life of the 
|Dunean Sisters for biographical 
| musical film. It will carry title of 
their greatest stage success, “Topsy 
and Eva.” 

| Jt would mark entry of Shafer into 
| pictures after nearly half a century 
of legit and film house operation. 


| Joe Mankiewicz Gives 


| Frau a Job; Jane Ball Too | 


Hollywood, Feb. 15. 
Joseph Mankiewicz has. set two 
| picture unknowns (more or less) for 
| femme leads in “Keys of Kingdom,” 
which he produces for 20th-Fox, 
One is his wife, Rose Stradner, 
| and the other is Jane Ball, onetime 
| Albertina Rasch dancer who played 
| the lead in Coast company of “Kiss 
and Tell.” Miss Stradner, however, 
w.k. in Vienna, did make a picture 
before for M-G. 


| 


Army for James 


Harry James took a pre-induction | 
physical on the Coast last week and 
was accepted by the Army. Leader 
has not been told exactly when he 
will be cailed, which coincides with 
the latest method of handling in- 
ductees. 

Sammy Kaye replaced James last 
week at the Palladium Ballroom, 
Holly wood. 


Phil Dunning Due Back 


Canto! All Dong 


l 
; musical, “King Coffee,” leaves here 
{on the 19th for the States. 

George Abbott is to produce | 
“Coffee” on Broadway. This is the ! 
final day of the famed Rio Carnival 
|season although, incidentally, nothing | 
{exciting or unusual has evolved so 
|far from this year’s fiesta. Usually 
| some international song hit, or some- | 
{thing similarly exciting emerges | 
from the Carnival. 


Vargas’ N. Y. Debut 


Pedro Vargas, Mexican tenor, who 
will appear before Washington news- 
paper correspondents and President | 
Roosevelt at a command perform- 
ance Feb. 26, has been booked to 
follow Carmen Amaya into La Conga, 
N. Y. nitery, beginning Feb. 29. 

This will mark Vargas’ first U. S. 
appearance, 


MELCHER KILLED IN ACTION 
Hollywood, Feb. 15. 
Word has been received here of 
the death of Edward De S. Melcher, 
onetime Washington drama critic and 
later writer at RKO. 
Melcher is reported to have been 
killed on the Italian front. 


producing. 


sequences 


| still getting results. 


87th WEEK 
KEN MURRAY’S 


“BLACKOUTS OF 1944” 
El Capitan Theatre, Hollywood, Cal. 


“Other shows may come and go 
—need I say more?” 


AL JOLSON. 


Studios Feel Out 
Actors Guild 


Hollywood, Feb. 15. 
Major producers, aside from War- 
ners, are sending out unofficial feel- 
ers for a compromise with the Screen 
Actors Guild on Rule 33, which pro- 
hibits an actor from appearing in a 


picture for less than his accustomed 
salary. Idea is to have the rule 
amended so that players may do brief 
for nominal salaries in 
charitable or patriotic films where 
the studio collects only a minor per- 
centage of the receipts. 

Understood the SAG directors may 
get together with major companies 
on some sort of compromise that 
gives the studios more freedom in 
casting such productions, and at the 
same time protect freelance Guild 
members against “high-pressure” tac- 
tics by which players are sometimes 
persuaded into unsought jobs. 

Meanwhile Warners is seeking a 
court verdict on the validity of Rule 
33, which stopped the production of 
“Hollywood Canteen,” although the 
Guild offered to issue individual 
waivers for players who volunteered 
to appear in the picture. 


TED COLLINS’ WIFE 
ESCAPES FIRE TRAP 


Chicago, Feb. 15, 

Mrs. Ted Collins, wife of Kate 
Smith’s manager and producer of her 
radio shows, narrowly escaped death 
last week from suffocation when a 
fire started in her train compartment 
while she was asleep. Fire, of un- 
known origin, was discovered by a 
porter, who rescued Mrs. Collins. 
Pulmotor squad of train worked on 
her quite a while as train headed to- 
ward Chicago. 

Lou Holtz, on same train and also 
bound for California, took charge 
and installed her in a hotel here, 
where she will remain for a few days 
before continuing her journey. 


Brings in $40,000,000 
San Francisco, Feb. 15, 

Eddie Cantor’s 24-hour marathon 
radio broadcast over KPO, which 
netted more than $37,630,000 in sales 
during the all-day-all-night vigil, is 
Totals now are 
more than $40,000,000 and still 
climbing. 

Backers of the stunt; which cost 
NBC several thousand dollars, are 
now trying to arrive at totals for 
expense aud bonds sold. Both are 
continuaily changing. Don Thomp- 
son, producer of the entire show, and 
his aides, Noel Francis, Bill Shea 
and Helen Morgan, all NBC staff 
producers, prepapeal more than 100,- 
000 words of copy and script for ihe 
show. 

Complete tallies indicate that more 
than 17,400 people passed through 
the doors of studio A during the 24- 
hour period. 


MATTY FOX WITH LAWRENCE 


Pvt. Matthew Fox, ex-Universal 
Pictures, v.p., who has departed for 
England, will be an aide to Col. Jock 
Lawrence, ex-film p.a. 

Fox left a WPB berth in Wash- 


New York Runaround 


By Radie Harris 


When Howard Dietz returns from Hollywood (16), his Metro briefcase 
will include the John Hancock of Rouben Mamoulian to direct the musical 
version of “Rain”...Margaret Mitchell quietly slipped into town last week 
and lunched with Kay Brown, which gives rise to the suspicion that the 
“Gone With the Wind” lady from Atlanta has another novel in preparation 
—only this time we doubt whether Miss Brown can sew up the picture 
rights from the galleys for Sam Goldwyn for $50,000, as she did With 
“G.W.T.W.” for David O. Selznick...Isabel Leighton is being paged to 
write the book for the musical adaptation of “The Firebrand”... that pro. 
cession of beauts, including Wendy Barrie, Edith Atwater, Joyce Matthey s, 
Murial Williams, Doris Noland and Jean Carter, congregated on the 14th 
floor of 729 7th avenue, are “characters” in search of Lewis Milestone, 
who is casting the part of the model in “Guest In the House” for Hunt 
Stromberg...Rose Franken, already represented by two plays this season, 
hasn’t called a halt to her prolific pen—she has completed an act and a 
half of a new play, which is a dramatization of a soldier's letter to his 
sweetheart, and she hopes to have it finished in time for a late spring 


production. 

That pretty, but tired face in a Red Cress uniform applauding Margaret 
Sullavan in “Voice of the Turtle” the other p.m., was Madeleine Carroll, 
back from her overseas jaunt...don’t be surprised if Helen Hayes shutters 
“Harriet,” still going strong at the Henry Miller, before June 1, for a two- 
fold reason—to take a much-needed rest and to be with her husband, Major 
Charles MacArthur, in Washington...add arrivals: Joan Bennett and 


Walter Wanger at the St. Regis...Elizabeth Patterson at the Gotham.., 
John Garfield at the Madison...Gail Storm at the Sherry-Netherland... 
Joy Hodges at the Waldorf... Nancy Kelly at the Delmonico. ..Lewis Mile- 
stone at the Plaza...the smash success of “Jane Eyre” at the Radio City 
Music Hall has been somewhat mitigated for Joan Fontaine by the warn- 
ing of her doctors that she must take an enforced desert rest cure for at 
least three months...John Hertz and John Krimsky checked in at the Am- 
bassador, L. A. (14) on business of Parameunt impertance...Barney Jo- 
sephson’s latest discovery, Phyllis Stewart, pacted by Warners.. Jinx 
Falkenburg’s room at St. Luke’s, where she’s recuperating from an appen- 
dectomy, is such a floral display that a recent visitor cracked, “Isn't it 
wonderful to be in Campbell’s Funeral Parlor and not be dead!” 


At Downtown Cafe Society the other night, Josh White's three-year- 
old offspring, Donnie, made an unexpected appearance and tore the 
house down when he sang his father’s entire repertoire...“This is 
his first and last appearance,” said Josh afterward. “He cramps my 
style too much!” Gertrude Lawrence has given a definite “no” to Jed 
Harris on Patricia Coleman's “No Haven”...Rhys Williains, who wiil 
leave the cast of “Harriet” to recreate his original role in the screen 
version of “The Corn Is Green,” may leave it sooner to appear as Dad 
Taylor in Jules and Phil Epstein’s dramatization of “Chicken Every 
Sunday”...Constance Collier's house guest the past two weeks has 
been one Paulette Goddard...Did that 21 luncheon huddle between 
Gilbert Miller and Louis Shurr mean that the “Doc” is trying to in- 
terest Mr. M. in “Shadow Dance,” starring Zorina?...Humphrey 
Bogart slipped in and out of town before you could say “Passage to 
Marseille.” 

Vernon Duke is on a 10-day holiday in Palm Beach as the houseguest of 
the Harold Brooks...Jimmie Durante’s radio writer, Howard Harris, has 
just been classified 4-F...because there are some contractual difficulties 
to be ironed out, “Rope’s End” has been indefinitely post»oned. leaving 
Reginald Denham free to direct a second road company of “Wallflower,” 
and look for a new play...memo to all agents: Max Arnow is in town, 
looking fer another Dorothy McGuire and a girl singer...Nedda Harrigan, 
back from Newfoundland, where she pioneered with the first full-length 
play (“Personal Appearance”) to be presented in this North Atlantic wing, 
can’t wait to get started again—this time with a repertoire...sights you 
don’t see when you stay at home: Laird Cregar doing a rhumba with 
stripper Sherry Britton at Leon ard Eddie's! 


THE BERLE-ING POINT 


By Milton Berle 


44444444 


Well, here it is! The open season en the American Taxpayer better 
known as the March of Debt. 

And those income tax forms it seems to me, become more and more 
complicated each year. They're almost as hard to read as a Shubert 
contract. 

Without a doubt, the income tax problem will give a lot of people head- 
aches. Oh well, it’s better to suffer with Alka-Seltzer than Alcatraz. 

I've found an easy method to figure out what you owe the Government. 
Take your weight and multiply it by your height. Count down 13 num- 
bers in a Penn RR timetable and add that figure to the total. Divide by 
your collar size and then add the number of the street you live on. This 
figure will give you the exact amount of your tax. 

Another easy method is send the Government all the money you made 
and let them send you change. a 

Nightclub owners, I understand, will be permitted to file a “joint” return 

Broadway showgirls who look seductible, 
Are, unfortunately, not deductible. 

My brother (the one who sleeps without a pillow so he can become 
level-headed) listed Hialeah, Belmont and Aqueduct as dependents. 

Understand Gypsy Rose Lee is in trouble. She didn’t withheld anything. 

I don’t think my wife Joyce fully understands the procedure. She listed 
two mink coats as charitable deductions to the SPCA. 

An actor I know thinks that Washington has a grudge against him. 
received his tax blanks and induction notice in the same mail. 

But seriously, I don’t think there is one person in show business \ ho 
isn’t glad to do his part to make certain that tax envelopes will always 
be addressed Washington, D. C., rather than Berlin, Germany. 

So, when March 15 rolls around here’s wishing Secretary Morganthau 
“Many Happy Returns.” 


Carey in Golden Play 


Hollywood, Feb. 15. 
Harry Carey, screen actor, leaves 
for New York next week to star in 
“Out of This World,” legit play to 
be produced on Broadway by John 
Golden and Harry Joe Brown. 
Drama, written by George Seaton 


He 


Newsmen Scroll Lukas 


Hollywood, Feb. 15. 
Paul Lukas was handed a scoll by 
the Hollywood Foreign Correspon- 
dents Association for “the best male 
performance in 1943.” 
Presentation, by William 


and direeted by Richard Whorf, will 
tour for several weeks before open- 


ington to enlist as a private. 


ing in New York. 


Mooring and Aura de Silva, was 
based on Lukas’ work in the Warner 
picture, “Watch on the Rhine.” 
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M-G STARS 


HYPO BOOKS 


Acuff Quits Guv 
Race, Tension Off 


Memphis, Feb. 15. 

Roy Acuff, the hillbilly Sinatra, 
withdrew from the Tennessee gov- 
ernorshin campaign the past week 
almost as unceremoniously as he had 
entered it some weeks earlier. Po- 
litical leaders from Johnson City to 
Memphis heaved a sigh of relief 


after Acuff announced he had de- 
cided to withdraw, Thus far, he was 
the only avowese candidate. 
Financial considerations are be- 
lieved to have played a large part 
in his decision. 
Maurice Zolotow in 


| 


Current article by | in another three weeks, to be fol- 
the Saturday | lowed there by Sophie Tucker. 


COPA INTO N. Y. CAPITOL 


(Reprinted from “Daily Variety” 
of Feb, 14) 


Pressure 
New York, Feb. 12. 
Editor, “Daily Variety”: 
Finished first two paragraphs 
of review on “Mister Broadway” 
today. 
Ask Jack Warner-what's hold- 
ing up production. 
Sid. 


SCHNOZ TO EASE FROM 


Jimmy Durante will conclude his 
engagement at the Copacabana, N.Y., 


The 


Ev ening Post had estimated Acuff’s | Schnozzola will appear at the Capi- | 


annral earnings from radio, record- 
ings, screen and personal appear- 
ances at $200,000. The governor 
Tennessee gets $4,000 a year. 
coincidence, Acuff’s withdrawal came 
the very day that 37 Carroll County 
citizens entered his name in the Re- 
publican primary giving him a place 
on both party slates. 

Behind the scenes talk was that 
WSM. Nashville, which has him un- 
der contract, had prevailed upon 
Acuff to quit the political arena, a 
choice he made just after The Com- 
mercial Appeals Nashville bureau 
chief reported a leading figure in the 
present administration of Governor 
Cooper as saying, “I'd rather run 
against the best qualified man in 
the state than to make a race against 
that fiddler.” 


Stating that he would ask the state | 


committees to remove his name from 
the tickets, Acuff said he was 
quilting the field to continue his 
radio work “and bring my friends 
the folk-music and ballads which 
our God-fearing, pioneering ances- 
tors brought here with them in the 
early vears of the nation. 

“I like to think that my 
music brings solace and, pleasure to 
thousands of Tennesseeans. The 


| 


of | ithere will be an interval of two or 
By | three weeks for a partial rest period, 


uniform and greasepaint perform- 
kind of | 


; overseas camp. 


| 


many offers of support which have | 


come to me have filled me with both | 


pride and humility and with a great | 


regard to follow that course which 
is for 


ple of Tennessee.” 


the best interests of the peo- | 


Acuff is a good friend of Jimmie |} 


Davis, singing public utilities com- 
missioner who led the first Demo- 
cratic primary in Louisiana recently 
by 35,000 votes. It was 
powerful showing, 
thing else, that 
candidacy 
iticians of Tennessee. 


BALLOTING STARTS FOR 
10,000 OSCAR VOTERS 


Hollywood, Feb, 13. 
Final ballots for the 16th Annual 
Merit the 
Academy of 


had caused Acuff’s 


Awards were 


Motion 


mailed by 
Picture 


and Sciences to approximately 
10,000 creative film workers, with 
instructions to send their marked | 


votes to the auditing firm of Price, 
Waterhouse & Co. 
Feb. 25. Ballots 
that hour will be tossed out. 
Eligible voters include screen 
actors, directors. writers, members of 
all branches of the 
Junior members of 


postmarked after 


the 


| Carlo, 


tol, N. Y., after the club date, but | 


Durante to continue his radio_ pro- 
gram. 

Last season he attempted to step 
from the final showing at the Copa 
to the Capitol for early morning re- 
hearsals, with the result that he was 
forced to clip the theatre date, being 
downed with pneumonia. 


— 


Academy Award Shindig 
Salute to GI Pix Stars 


Hollywood, Feb. 15. 

Marco Wolff (Fanchon & Marco), 
who has been named presentation di- 
rector for the Academy awards | 
affair at the Chinese theatre, March 
2, will build show around servicemen 
formerly in pictures. Show will fea- 
ture stars expected to be on leave 
for the occasion. 

Entire program will be dedicated 
to the armed forces, with the stars 


ing on a stage set representing an 


Felix Ferry Agenting 
For Leland Hayward 


Felix Ferry is now agenting with | 
the Leland Hayward office in Holly- 
wood, 

Former operator 
N. Y., nitery 


| 


has also been a: 


| revue producer abroad but this is his 


to alarm the veteran poke| 


| exec utty e., 


Arts | 


of Fefe’s Monte | 
| 
| 


Davis’ | first crack at 10¢ing film people. 
as much as any-| 


ED DODDS UPPED 
Hollywood. Feb. 15. 
Edward Dodds. with Universal 24 
years. has been upped to production 


For 18 vears he had been assistant 
to the studio manager. | 


“Chaplin. 


| be a mystery story localed in North 


Warner Huddles 
On ‘Mr. Broadway 


Hollywood, Feb. 15. 

Jack Warner has called confer- 
ence of directors and writers for end 
of week to discuss story slant and 
ideas for “Mister Broadway,” musi- 
cal cavalcade based on the life and 
experiences of Sime, founder of 
“Variety” and “Daily Variety.” Film 
is being adapted from original story 
by Abel Green, editor of ‘Variety.” 
Arthur Schwartz debuts as a WB 
producer with this picture. 

Idea of conference is to obtain ex- 
pressions of opinion from the group, 
enabling Warners to decide on se- 
lection of writers and directors for 
the picture, which gets under way 
in August. 

“Mister Broadway” is primed for 
release around Christmas. 


CAGNEY IN LONDON 
FOR TOUR OF BASES 


Jimmy Cagney has arrived in Lon- 
don, according to word received 
here, for a USO tour that will con- 
sume at least three months and 


probably will take him into several 
theatres of war. Itinerary for him 
has not yet been laid out. 

Preparing for a lengthy tour, Cag- 
ney probably will not start his next 
picture for United Artists release 
until this coming summer. It will 


Africa, as yet untitled. 


Take It Easy 
Hollywood, Feb. 14, 
Editor, “Variety”: 

Inform Sid that Warners 
would like to read the first two 
paragraphs on his review of 
“Mister Broadway.” So would 
our legal department. What does 
he use for a projection room, a 
crystal ball? 

Warners is simply delighted 
to hear of a review already writ- 
ten of a picture the story for 
which was only bought two 
weeks ago. It gives us ideas, 
one being that this is the way 
“Variety” has been reviewing 
a lot of our pictures lately. 

Jack says tell Sid to quit 
squawking. There is no pro- 
duction delay. We are actually 
six sprocket holes ahead of Ar- 
thur Schwartz, a guy who has 
Ziven up sleeping completely 
since drawing you muggs as his 
Valentine. 

Yours, 


Charlie Einfeld, 


Virginia Van Upp Upped 
To Columbia Producer 


Hollywood, Feb. 16. 

Columbia has handed Virginia Van 
Upp a producer rating as result of 
her script on “Cover Girl,” which 
Arthur Schwartz produced. First as- 
signment as associate producer will 
be her own original screenplay, “The 
Impatient Years.” 

She emerges aa full producer on 
the Rosalind Russell starrer, ““What’s 
Wrong With Love.” 


The Chaplin Thing 


Here it is again. The sham 
dictments based on a morals 
Chaplin. 


e that goes with Federal in- 
charge. This time against 


The smear is right across a plate glass window which, for 
pictures, is 3,000 miles wide and that onus holds w hether the 


court declares him not guilty 
own choosing, lives in that wil 
it with publicity. Every so oft 
a rock shattering the glass. 


meant a repair job to fix the window. 


And if it is, shouldn’t it be the 


or guilty. Hollywood, of its 
idow. Hollywood even built 
en one of its own has thrown 


When this has happened it has 


Is this another one? 


last one? Enough is enough. 


A ray of light for the film business is that Chaplin is one 
of the old bunch and not likely to ever again be personally 


prominent in pictures 


That old bunch. 
picture business. 

Is this pre-judging? Pointin 
Not at all. 


it private. Especially in the 


that can go broke sympathizing with men like Chaplin. 


And Chaplin was the greatest 
genius the world understood. 


Continued from page 1 Qa figuratively now gone soiling 
{dered Monday morning (14) to the | left-pehind. 


| U. S. Marshal and were fingerprinted |} 


; and mugged. Chaplin tiffed with | 
news photogs when they trained; there is a morality clause. T 
{their cameras on him while his . 
stand up. 
prints were being taken, declaring } 


before midnight, | 


Academy, 
Screen | 


Directors Guild and members of the | 


Unit Managers Guild. 


Toots Shor WINS 1S Airer 
To Vox Pop Celebs 


WINS, New York, is hatching 


new 15-minute show to emanate from | 


Toots Shor’s Manhattan restaurant. 


Preem is slated for either March 3 | 


or 10, 
Program, to be aired Saturdays at 
8:45 p.m., will. feature interviews 


with the Shor celebs, with Art Flynn, 
eastern manager of Sporting News. 
filling the emcee role and quizzing | 


the patrons on pertinent sport ques- | | Hills as a “floater” 
/mum penalties on conviction under 


tions. 


~ Station has sponsor lined up for 
but is mum on name. 


show, 


‘he arranged transportation for Miss | 
| Barry between Los Angeles and New |; 


{the six other defendants he was ac- 
cused of conspiracy to deprive the 
Barry girl of her American rights by 


'he would stand on his rights. Later 
relenting, he posed for the flash-bulb 
| lads. 

The English comedian and the! 
other defendants were freed without 


bail pending formal arraignment 
next Monday (21). Neither Chaplin 
nor his attorney, Jerry  Gliesler, 

| would issue a statement to the press. | 
Ordered to stand trial with the 
film comic are Thomas Wells (Tim) 
Durant, former screen producer; 
Robert Arden, ex-radio commentator | 


and unnaturalized Austrian; Charles 


J. Griffin, Beverly Hills police judge; | 
a | |W. W. White, Beverly Hills police | 
captain; Claude Marple, policeman. | 


and Mrs. Jessie Reno, police matron. 
Mann Act indictment against 
Chaplin is based on allegations that 


York for immoral purposes. With 


removed from Beverly 
or vagrant. Maxi- 


having her 


these charges totals 23 years in 
prison and a fine of $26,000. 


Drive the irresponsible out 


what studio they are under contract. 


pany one million. Two millio 


There’ 


Those who produce pictures 
public, too. It amounts to the 
pictures. They know it. Th 
munity. Anyone who cares to 


find that the producers have met that obligation. 


why the reflection from these 


What some of them did for, 
Let Chaplin be the last. 


A man’s private life is his own, but let him keep 


. . 
But the business Fescontracts 


s an industry to protect. 


and to, the 


gafinger? Casting a stone? 


picture business, a business 


pantomimist of them all. A 
A legend. Yet Chaplin has 
the memory he might have 


hat clause must be made to 


no matter their talent or to- 
It may cost a com- 


n. That’s too bad. But out. 


have a responsibility to the 
ir unwritten license to make 
e obligation is to the com- 
go back over the record will 
That is 


things is always poison. 


The picture business has got to get off the keg of dyna- 


mite it sits upon in that window that’s 
off that keg. 
If it’s true, drop whoever is involved. Drop 


And it @an 
that crops up. 
‘em quick. The quicker the qu 


get 


The heat is on. Keep it on. 
4nternational, window. That’s 
belongs. But get off the spot. 


Good riddance. Think of it. 
formers showbusiness has ever 


But no more of this. 
Pictures can stop it. 


Must stop it. 


3,000 miles wide. 
Probe the first whisper 
ieter. 


Stay in that national, and 
where the picture business 


To one of the greatest per- 
known. A tragedy, 


Will stop it. 
Sid 


LINING 


By MORI KRUSHEN 

Refusing to mistake inflation for 
popularity in considering the bas's 
for demands for screen rights to cure 
rent hit plays on Broadway, Louis B. 
Mayer and other Metro production 
toppers are embarking on a vlan to 
emphasize the value of books as o»n- 
posed to legit properties for Alm 
purposes. In addition to payment of 
from $100,000 to $150,000 for a bool 
to be selected for the Metro Award, 
dhe studio, which has been among 
the most reluctant of the majors to 
permit its plavers on the air, is 
slated to line up all of its bigyest 
names for radio. Metro, which has 
always held back radio dramatiza- 
tions of its productions, is planning 
to use an estimated $50,000 
of talent in one cr more radio dram- 
atizations of portions from the boo's 
to be selected annually forthe Metre 
Award, 

Strong opposition to the Metra 
book plan is reported among other 
major film companies since it entails 
submission to M-G of literary mate- 
rial before anyother company has 
an opportunity to see it, in order for 
manuscripts to be eligible for the 
Award. Pointed out that publishers, 
agents and authors can have onir 
one winning book and that pressure 
from other film companies is certain 
in efforts to dissuade publishers and 
agents from granting preference to 
any one company. 

Metro toppers, however, convinced 
of the necessity of helning in the 
development of book values for tha 
screen, through use of screen and 
radio, now plan a reversal of al! 
previous policy. Where the studio 
has hitherto refused to permit radio 
versions of pictures before release, 
or currently in release, proposal 

(Continued on page 46) 


SHERWOOD, SANDBURG 
SCRIPTING FOR METRO 


Robert E. Sherwood and Carl 
Sandburg have writing tickets with 
Metro. 


wort! 


the 


Sandburg is currently working on 
a book which Metro plans to film, 
following publication which has 


been set. 

Sherwood is slated to write an 
original for the studio, with no 
specific time limit set. 
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4th WAR LOAN 


VARIETY 


Wednesday, February 16, 1944 


Skouras Sums Up 


Industry's 4th 


War Loan Hypo As Drive Nears Close 


Summing up the motion picture 
industry's efforts on behalf of the 


Fourth War Loan campaign, Charles 


P. Skouras, chairman of the indus- 
try’s drive, yesterday (Tuesday) 
presented a resume showing that 
approximately 195,000 persons from 
exhibition, distribution and produc- 
tion were activély spurring bond 
sales from Jan. 18 to Feb. 15. Most 
of these will continue their selling 
drive until the end of this month. 


During the official life of the 
G@rive, Skouras stated, the film in- 
dustry put through the following: 


3.300 Bond premieres. 

4,000 Free movie days, when mil- 
lions of free theatre tickets were 
given to bond purchasers. 

Special war loan films every 
week on every screen, .seen by 
285.000,000 theatre patrons. 

Newsreels every week on every 
screen, seen by 570,000,000 theatre 
patrons. 

Tours of war heroes and Holls- 
wood Bond Battalions. 

480 Appearances of Hollywood 
Bondbardiers in key city rallies. 

The Flying Bondsmen. 

10.000 Theatre managers entered 


in the “Honored Hundred” bond-sell- | 


ing contest. 

More than 15,000 theatre bond 
booths and box offices taking War 
Bond orders. 

61,440 Outdoor bond-selling events 
by showmen. 

Swing-shift bond premieres. 

Hollywood star broadcasts. 

Thousands of theatre bond auc- 
tions. 

Newspaper-radio-retailer-ban-out- 
door advertiser-theatre cooperation 
and coordination. 

Junior commando-American 
gion honor medal. 

Sponsoring of the Liberty ship 
“Carole Lombard.” 

14,000 Theatre front displays. 

Motion picture industry state bond 
proclamations. 

Mobile bond-selling units. 

Theatre-staff neighborhood bond 
canvas. 

6,000 authorized theatre bond-issu- 
ing agents. (Figures estimated by 
the Motion Picture Industry State 
Chairmen and Executives throughout 
the VU. S.). 


Skouras early this week directed a 
last-hour appeal to exhibitors 
throughout the country to re-double 
their efforts in selling bonds. He also 
pointed out that while the drive was 
ending officially today (Wed.), in- 
dustry “E” bond sales up to and in- 
cluding Feb. 29 would be counted to 
the credit of exhibitors in the “hon- 
ored hundred” contest through a 
special arrangement with the U. S. 
Treasury Dept. 

Skouras declared that while results 
had been gratifying up to now, “We 
must make our final effort more than 
that. We must not be satisfied with 
just achieving our goal but we. must 
go well over the top.” Skouras also 
emphasized the need for immediate 
and accurate reports of all bond 
sales throughout the country. 

During the campaign some 54 of 
Hollywood's important screen per- 
sonalities completed nationwide tours 
as part of the drive. Film stars 
covered 213 cities, totalling more 
than 50,000,000 population, as well as 
scores of smaller towns and suburbs. 
War Finance officials indicate that 
this has heen the most successful star 


Le- 


participation since the beginning of 
war loan drives. 

Since Jan. 28 the 34 stars who 
served as Bondardiers and the 20 
who headed Bond Battalions have 
appeared individually and in groups 
of two and three in all the important 
cities in the U. S. They talked to 
thousands of workers in shipyards, 
steel mills, munitions factories, and 
other industrial plants in every 
state. 

More than 10,000 theatre managers 
in the U. S., Alaska and Hawaii have 
entered the “honored hundred” con- 
test. 

Indicating the sales results in 
smaller situations, the Utopia thea- 
tre, Flushing-Hillcrest, sold three 
bonds for every seat. It’s an inde- 
pendently operated house. 

Robert Rosen, manager, and Robert 
Griffin, electrician, at the Loew's 
Sheridan, N. Y. used recordings dub- 
bing the voice of President Roosevelt, 
to thank each bond buyer there. 

Rialto, N. Y. (Arthur Mayer) was 
the second Broadway picture house 
to go over the bond-per-seat quota, 
manager William Kurtz reporting 
sales of 689 bonds for his 594 seats. 
Globe, N. Y. was the first Broadway 
picture house to attain the quota. 


(Continued on page 47) 
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Fox-WC 34 Premieres 
Hit 19 Million Total 


Los Angeles, Feb. 15. 

Bond premieres in 34 Fox-West 
Coast theatres in Southern Cali- 
fornia have realized $19,039,150 to 
date in the Fourth War Loan drive, 
with 37 more preems to be held be- 
fore the campaign closes. 

Checkup of F-WC houses in this 
area shows a total of 103,565 in- 
individual bond sales. 4 


Joe E. Brown’s Rap 
At Actor Cowardice 
Called Misquotation 


Statements alleged to have been 
made by him in Algiers and pub- 
lished in this country, claiming that 
acts who wouldn't perform at the 
front are cowards, were denied by 
Joe E. Brown in an interview Mon- 
day (14) at the, USO-Camp Shows, 
Inc., headquarters. 

Brown, in paying tribute to USO- 
CSI troupers, claimed he was mis- 
quoted and said that any performer 
by going as far as Algiers auto- 
matically evidenced a willingness to 
go to the front lines. 

Brown returned last week from 
his third camp show tour, in which 
he travelled 47,000 miles and played 
more than 200 shows in_ three 
months over an area that included 
India and China. 

Brown has an airshow pending, 
“Stop and Go,” which starts March 
23 over the Biue for McKesson & 
Robbins. He starts back to the 
Coast Saturday (19), and he'll do 
his program there and report for 
a 20th-Fox pic. On evening prior 
to his departure he dines at the 
White House. 


Camp Show Units To 
Have Line Girls Again 


USO-Camp Shows Ine. Victory 
Circuit is attempting to enlarge pres- 
ent camp layouts with addition of 
names and in some instances, a line. 
| George Deber, in charge of the cir- 
| cuit, is now pacting six girl lines to 
dress up the shows and hopes event- 
ually to get a standard or name act 
to head each of the 27 units now 
touring camps in this country. So 
far only a few acts have come 
through. 

Some time ago, Abe Lastfogel, 
USO-CSI president appealed to 
agents to get their talent to work at 
least six or eight weeks on the GI 
circuit. 


Wash. State ‘Free Ducat’ 
Drive Tilts Bond Sales 


Seattle, Feb. 15. 
Theatres in Washington state hit 
i the selling line hard right up to the 
| final whistle in the Fourth War Loan 
drive. Last Monday every major the- 
|atre in Washington state admitted 
|theatre bond buyers free. Starting 
yesterday and continuing until 
| Thursday, department stores only is- 
sue tickets for “stamp conversion,” 
every person converting war stamps 


| into a war bond and starting a new | 


| 
book, receives a duca:. 
Matinee at Paramount theatre last 
| Saturday morning, when a broadcast 
\from the theatre was made by the 
least of “Breakfast at Sardi’s,” 3,500 
| bonds were sold for a gross of more 


‘than $1,000,000. 


L. A. to N. Y. 


Daniele Amfitheatrof. 
Maxwell Arnow. 
Johnnie Baker. 
Samuel Bronston. 
Albert J. Cohen. 
Joseph Cotten. 
Howard Dietz. 

John Fogarty. 
Thomas Freebairn-Smith. 
Frank Gill, Jr. 
Robert Goldstein. 
Donald Hyde. 

Guy Kibbee. 

Paul Lazarus, Jr. 
Constance Moore. 
Edith Pemberton. 
Claude Rains. 

Kurt Weil. 


N. Y. to L. A. 


Hal Danson. 

Y. Frank Freeman. 
John Hertz, Jr. 
John Krimsky. 


' fourth war loan drive showing. State 


|there seemed to be such a terrific 


MINN. OVER TOP ON 
BOND SALES FIRST 


Minneapolis, Feb. 15. 
State's film industry, under the di- 
rection of the War Activities Com- 
mittee, is credited with having an 
important part in Minnesota’s fine 


was the first in the nation to go over 
the top, reaching its $200,000,000 
quota and exceeding it by $7,000,000 
last Friday. 

John J. Fried], War Activities com- 
mittee chairman, organized the the- 
atres’ end of the campaign in a 
manner which evoked the enthusias- 
tic praise of Johnny Harris of Pitts- 
burgh when he _ investigated the 
local situation for the national com- 
mittee. Film salesmen made a per- 
sonal canvass of aj! exhibitors to sign 
them up to war bond preems and 
bond shows. The state is expected to 
lead the nation in number of preems. 


Air ‘Command Varieties’ 


Bolster Ohio Bond Sales 


Cincinnati, Feb. 15. 

Exhibitors in the southern half of 
Ohio contributed to the success of 
the Fourth War Loan drive and sur- 
passed their records in previous War 
Bond campaigns. 

Boomer medium for sales in the 
latest drive was the appearance of 
the Air Service “Command Va- 
rieties” at pic premieres in the area’s 
largest cities. For seven one-nighters 
this 50-man military unit of pro mu- 
Sicilians and entertainers magneted 
more than $4,000,000 of war bond 
purchases. 


$688,414 Collected 


In Theatre Polio Drive 


Reports to date, covering 2,128 the- 
atres in various parts of the U. S., 
show collections of $688,414 for the 
1944 March of Dimes campaign. 

According to figures made avail- 
able by Walter Vincent, national 
treasurer of the theatres’ committee, 
circuit collections in the Metropoli- 
tan New York area are 100% ahead 
of 1943 in nearly all situations. 

Elmer C. Rhoden, state chairman 
for Kansas, reports total collections 
of $84,000, as compared with $44,000 


Sturdivant appointed 
To N.B.&Q. Committee 


San Francisco, Feb. 15. 

B. V. Sturdivant, northern Cali- 
fornia Division manager of Fox- 
West Coast Theatres, been 
named by Winthrop Aldrich, head 
of the National War Fund, as a 
member of the National Budget and 
Quota Committee. 

Sturdivant is v.p. of the California 
War Chest and national director of 
the Fourth War Loan campaign for 
the motion picture industry. 


Operas, Long Hair 
Concerts Now Given 
For Troops in Italy 


American troops in Italy, many of 
whom were brought up on swing, 
are getting a change of musical diet, 
and according to reports coming 


nicely. Italy, before the war, had 
virtually as many opera companies 
as there are juke boxes in this coun- 
try. But since hostilities 
most of them have disappeared. 
Opera was first presented to the 
GI's in Naples last November with 


receiving a local presentation of “La 
Boheme,” which a majority voted as | 
the preferred opera. Since then, 
troops have witnessed among others, 
“Rigoletto” and “Madame Butterfly.” 
“La Boheme” also won in Sicily, 
where audiences were later given 
“La Traviata.” | 

Rebirth of the opera in American | 
occupied Italy is the special project 
of Lt. John Eddy, Air Corps special 
services officer, who disagreed with! 
the contention that American troops | 
wouldn't go for longhair stuff. Major | 
difficulty in putting on the first show 
was the absence of regular con- 
stituted opera companies. However, | 
by merging the remnants of the La) 
Scala and San Carlo Opera troupes, | 
Eddy was able to get a fuil cast. | 

Admissions to concerts and opera | 
are free to soldiers, but there are| 
regular performances for civilians | 
which may be attended by soldiers) 


in 1943. 


at box office rates. 


Bogart, Back From 
Pix: India's Gripe; 


Hollywood, Feb. 15. 

“Motion pictures are as essential 
to the morale of the fighting Yanks 
on action fronts as food and mail.” 

That declaration is from Humphrey 
Bogart on his return here from a 
three-months’ 35,000-mile USO tour 
and North Africa, accom- 
panied by his wife, Mayo Methot, | 
Don Cumming and Ralph Mark. 

Bogart spent seven weeks in Italy, 
much of the time behind the front 


in Italy 


need for entertainment there. 

“Usually we were playing to boys 
who had just left active combat for 
three or four days’ rest, and we 
would spend the entire leave period 
with one division. Always we played 
at least two shows a day, not count- 
ing time spent in visiting hospitals. 

“We gave shows on board plat- 
forms laid between two trucks or in 
remnants of buildings. Sometimes 
we played in theatres, and that was 
worse than being outdoors. There 
was always a wall missing or part 
of a roof gone, and never any heat.” 

One of the questions frequently 
asked, according to Bogart, was 
whether the boys were going to find 
prohibition in force when they re- 
turned home. 


Thanks Jolson For His Work” 
No. Africa. 
Dear Mr. Jolson: 

It would not be fitting to let the 
old year pass and the new year be- 
gin without expressing to you our 
gratitude, not only for your enter- 
tainment tour in North Africa, but 


USO Tour, Praises 
Jolson’s 


supply of motion pictures for the 
troops here. 
The various journals reaching us | 


indicated that you dropped a bomb | 
at the most appropriate time. At this | 
distance we have not been able to! 


have flown back and # we 
know is that more and better pic- 
tures are arriving. 

We have been urged to put out 
publicity 


orth AY 


immediately rine ! 
me Denier” promised by the War | 
a great deal of film is on its way, | 
Everywhere, asserted Be we have refrained from publicity | 
manding officers st» vgart, com- |, ; 
manaing cers § = o4. until it actually arrives. It is be-| 
oi screen entertainment, now ene you | 
may expect that we will give you | 
We wanted to gg mead aS | proper publicity. 
long as possible, e said, because All of us were sorry to hear that 


your tour ended so disastrously, and 
that you had to fight it out in the 
hospital. Hope that there is enough 
of the good old California sunshine 


soon. 
Leon T. David, 
Colonel, FA. 
Chief, Special Service Station, 
NATOUSA. 


Gripe from India 
India. 
Editor, “Variety”: 

I’m taking this opportunity to 
register a gripe directed at the so- 
called generosity of Hollywood. 

(Continued on page 21) 


Lt. Bernhard Cited Again 


Lt. Jack Bernhard, former Univer- 
sal producer and son of Joe Bern- 
hard, general manager of theatres for 
Warner Bros., has been decorated for 
the third time, being awarded the 
Distinguished Flying Cross. He is 
with AAF in England. 

Previous citations won were Air 


also in securing a more adequate 


Medal and Oak Leaf Cluster. 


into this country, are taking to it) 


started, | 


Theatre Wing Realizes $1,380,000 


So Far From ‘Canteen’ Picture 


¢ The American Theatre Wing has 


received $1,380,000 to date out of its 
share of the film “Stage Door Can. 
teen,” (UA), 324% of the money 
or $448,500, having been disbursed 
to other theatrical outfits which 
aided with the picture. Major share 
went to the Hollywood Canteen 
which gets 20%. The Wing's other 
principal source of income is the 
Stage Door Canteen radio program, 
which brings in $3,500 weekly. 

Canteen in New York, which cele. 
brates its second anniversary on 
March 2, is principally supported by 
the Wing even though there are stil] 
many voluntary contributions in the 
way of foodstuffs. Since it opened 
nearly 2,000,000 men in uniform of 
the Allied Nations have been hosted, 
Around 5,000 people of the theatre 
are listed as volunteers who provide 
sustenance and entertainment at the 
Canteen, the names of many indi- 
viduals, firms and organizations hav- 
ing been kudoed by the Wing re- 
cently jn five pages of paid advertis- 
ing in “Variety.” 

Stated that the same staff which 
was on the job when the Canteen 
opened is still doing the work, prac- 
tically without change, not a few be- 
ing present every night in the week, 


| Canteen started soon after Pearl 


an audience of 2,000 enthusiastically | 


to put you back on your feet very | 


| membership of 50,000. 


Harbor, with Jane Cowl and Selena 
Royle the co-chairmen, as they are 


now. Kermit Bloomgarden and 
Eddie Sobol, on the management 
end, retain posts they originated, 


James Sauter, who took over the 
entertainment management several 
months after the Canteen opened, 
still has that volunteer post. 


Marion Moore is the Canteen’s 
restaurateur or quartermaster; Jen- 
nie Lorber is in charge of the sand- 
wich “assembly line,” Horace Bra- 
ham and Betty Lawford handle the 
nightly programs, Emeline Roche 
and Peggy Clark attend to decora- 
tions, original senior hostesses Jane 
Broder, Osceola Archer, Laura Pier- 
pont and Christie MacDonald are 
still on the committee, with Made- 
leine Clive added. Virginia Kaye 
and Vivian Smolen have welded a 


| corps of 2,200 junior hostesses. 


Aides 
Elizabeth Morgan is still chairman 


| of the advisory benefits committee, 


Adelie Buschman is in general charge 
of the stage managers division, 
Nancy Douglas heads the donations 
committee (Helene Dumas having 
gone abroad for the Red Cross), 
with Nancy Sheridan and Nancy 
Douglas as aides. Consuelo Hermer 
and Florence Rapport are co-chair- 
men of special services, Sue and 
Carl Eastman attend to transporta- 
tion of foodstuffs, others working in 
the Canteen inculding James Van 
Dyke, Dora Ufland, Ruth Lewis, 
Lloyd Rosamond, Frances Paperte 
and Irene Carlson. Harold Fried- 
lander and Florence Litt are in 
charge of the checkroom, while 


know exactly what recriminations | Ethel Archer and Morrie Seamon 


Super\ise ai ihe Gocr. 

Leo Freeman and Marjorie Bark- 
entin are co-chairmen of the pub- 
licity conimitws. The Merchant 
Seamen’s Club, another of the 
Wing’s N. Y. units, has been opened 
more than a year and gives away 
more than 6,000. free tickets weekly. 


It, too, has the same _ volunteer 
workers, chairmen being John 
Golden, Margaret Pemberton (who 


is on active duty every night) and 
Mrs. Harry Brandt. Of that unit, 


| Emeline Roche and Marion Moore 


started tea dances for uniformed 
women every Sunday at the Hotel 
toosevelt. 

Wing started when eight women 
sat down and talked it over at the 
home of Antoinette Perry, who is 
chairman of the board and its sec- 
retary. It includes 30 member or- 
ganizations, representing all stage 
unions, guilds and associations in 
show business, with a combined 
Wing has 
been active out of town in organiz- 
ing Canteens, including those in 
Washington, Cleveland and San 
Francisco. Latter is the largest, 
Brock Pemberton devoting several 
months in organizing and getting 
the spot open. 


Free Passes for Service Men 

Regina, Sask., Feb. 15. 
The Regina exhibitors’ association, 
representing the city’s six theatres, 
has inaugurated a plan to supply 
theatre passes free te men returned 
from overseas service who are re- 
civing medical treatment in the city 
or awaiting discharge from the 

Army at Regina’s disposal center. 
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Rank Mulls Releasing Deals With 


U.S. Indie Producers; Kelly Named Rep 


J. Arthur Rank plans to tie in with 


independent film producers in the | 


U.S. as a means of strengthening 
his proposed distribution organiza- 
tion in America and 
throughout the world, Figuring that | 
British product alone would not be | 
sufficient to sustain either a world- 
wide or U. S. distribution system, 
Rank is reported ready to negotiate 
releasing deals with indie producers 
here. As in England, this may en- 
tail financing by Rank. 


From accounts, Rank’s objective is | 


to secure a 50° representation of 
American product on his releasing 
schedule, if he can line up enough 
product on this side. 


American market, Rank execs be- 
lieve that a combination of U. S. 
and British product will serve as 
an opening wedge into this market. 

Rank, if his plans are carried | 
through, thus looms as competition 
to United Artists, RKO and other 
majors here handling a large volume 
of indie production. British film 
tycoon, who has been putting up as 
much as 300,000 pounds (around $1,- 
250.000) for single film productions 
in England, would likely finance on 
this sidesalso. 

Kelly and Carr 


Last week Rank 
London that Arthur W. Kelly, who 
recently resigned 
foreign ‘distribution for United 
Artists, has been appointed in charge 
of American activities. Rank did 
not specify that activities | 
would be limited to distribution alone. 
Understood that Kelly will head for 
Hollywood in due course to explore 


possibilities of lining up indie pro- | 


ducers. 
FE. T. (Teddy) Carr, formerly man- 
aging director for UA in England, 


has been appointed head of the Lon- 
don office for Rank’s new enter- 
prises, in charge of “Eastern Hemi- 
sphere, Australia and New Zealand.” 

Kelly, meantime, is preparing the 
groundwork for distribution in the 
U. S. of the “Life and Death of Col. 
Blimp,” controversial British film 
which authorities over 
long 


lease outside the country because of | 
and other | 


its criticism of military 
government officials. 

Kelly may set release for “Col. 
Blimp” through a major U. S. dis- 
trib, possibly UA, though his cur- 
rent plans are to distribute inde- 
pendentiy. 

Dave “Skip” Weshner is handling 
exploitation for the new organiza- 
tion in the U. S. 


RODGERS BACK FROM 
FLA. ON FRIDAY (18) 


William F. Rodgers, Metro v.p. 
and general sales manager, due back 
at the home office Friday (18) from 
a Florida vacation, and will com- 
plete plans for the company’s sales 
convention to be held sometime in 
March in Chicago. 


He plans to go to the Coast the | 


following Friday (25) to 0.0. pred- 
uct and set up M-G’'s seventh block | 
of films for the current season. 


Catholic School Hands 


Out Its Own Oscars 


Hollywood, Feb. 15. 
Catholic parochial school organi- 
zation, the Sodality of Our Lady, 


awarded statuettes to six screen play- | 
ers and special prizes to three others | 


for meritorious work in 1943. 


Statuettes were presented Loretta | 


Young as stars; 


and Pat O'Brien, 


Joan Leslie and Jimmy Lydon as | 


most promising players, and Roddy 
McDowall and Margaret O'Brien as 
moppets. 
William Perlberg, producer of “The | 
Song of Bernadette”; Dennis Day, a3 
radio singer, and Pedro de Cordoba 


for work in radio and films on Cath- 
olic themes. 


elsewhere | 


With plans set | 
to concentrate particularly on the | 


announced in | 


as supervisor of | 


there for 
time refused to okay for re-! 


Special awards w ent to) 


Bogart For ‘To Have’ 


| Hollywood, Feb, 15. 
Humphrey Bogart checked in at 

Warners after a tour of African and 

Mediterranean war bases to take the 


Film version of the Hemingway 
novel, bought at a fancy price. will 
be directed under a high bud ~* by 
Howard Hawks, 


‘Union Demands For 
10,000 Studio Workers 
Touches All Phases 


Hollywood, Feb 15. 

| Studio unions handed the film pro- 
| ducers a new set of demands, cov- 
ering general working conditions ard 

calling for the establishment of a 
| retirement, vacation and health fund 
for 10,000 technical workers. De- 
mands were submitted in advance 
for study by the producing com- 
panies, prior to the general meeting 
to be held in New York. March 6, 
iunder auspices of the U. S. Depart- 
ment of Labor. 

Producers are asked to contribute 
to the benefit fund to the extent of 
5°, of the total gross payroll each 
| week, computed on the earnings of 
all employees who are members of 
the participating unions, 

Among the demands are 12 days 
| sick leave per year, to be accum"- 
j lative so that the worker may be re- 
imbursed for any unused sick leave 
at the end of five years. Other stip- 
julations are 14 days vacation for 
every 1,600 hours worked, including 
straight and overtime; free parking 
privileges; reinstatement on return 
from military duty, first aid accom- 
modations at all studios; half-day off 
on election days with two hours pay 
for time; guarantee of six hours call 
| daily and six days weekly; triple 
| time for Sunday work; daily work 
| hours fixed from 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.; 
| triple time after 12 consecutive 
hours; monthly meetings between 
| producers and union representatives 
to handle grievances, and $1,000 
| penalties for contract violations, 


PAR CUES ITS LINEUP; 


An indication of Paramount pic- 
tures that will be med 
during the balance of this season or 
early On the 1944-45 film semester is 
lent by bookings that have been set 
for the Paramount, N. Y., between 
now and Oct. 1. 

Opening “Lady in the Dark” Feb. 
22 one day ahead of the usual 
Wednesday change-day in order to 
take advantage of Washington's 
birthday, Robert M. Weitman, man- 
aging director of the Par, has laid 
out bookings of five others. Tenta- 
tive schedule on “Lady” is.10 weeks. 

Others to follow are “Going My 
Way,” “And the Angels Sing,” “I 
Love a Soldier,” “Rainbow Island” 
j}and “Double Indemnity.” 


Henie Back in H’ wood 
For Rest Before Next Pic 


Hollywood, Feb 15. 

Sonja Henie, back in town after 
her annual skating tour, will take a 
brief vacation before reporting for 
work in the Technicolor picture, “It’s 
a Pleasure,” her first for Interna- 
| tional Pictures. 
| Ice star declared she broke all 
| previous records on her recent tour, 
grossing nearly $2,000,000. 


U ‘Hoorays’ Oakie 
Hollywood, Feb. 15 
Jack Oakie remains on the Uni- 
| versal lot for another co-starrer, 
“Hip, Hip, Horray,” to be produced 
by John Grant and directed by 
| Arthur Lubin. 


available 


| Comic recently finished “The 
| Merry Monahans” at the same studio 
Donald O'Connor and Peggy 
Ryan. 


a 


top spot in “To Have and Have Not.” | 


for Margaret,” 


‘LADY’S’ 10 B’WAY WKS. 


| vided for 


LITTLE 


Fleeting quality of screen fame is 
getting little consideration under 
wage stabilization rulings as Ho!! 
wood film players, directors 
other talent which 
jumped to the head of the class in 
pictures during the past year or two 
find they can’t cash in on newly 
won prominence and_ boxoffice 
value. Studios applying for upward 
revision in salaries for new b.o. 
winners are being told that talent 
comes under the “Little Steel” for- 
mula. Among® the most prominent 
names to be affected recently are 
Margaret O’Brien and Fred Wilcox, 
director of “Lassie Come Home.” 
while perhaps a score of other first- 
rate newcomers, who are rapidly 
forging ahead, are confronted with a 
similar situation. 

Under a few recent wage rulings no 
allowance is apparently being made 
for moppets, whose important earn- 
ing power is definitely limited to a 
few years at best. While youngsters 
such as Shirley Temple, Jackie 
Coogan, Jackie Cooper and Freddie 
Bartholomew continued in pictures 
long after they had lost their rating 
as top marquee names, their peak 
earning power (Miss Temple ex- 
cepted) was limited to a relatively 
short period. 

In the case of little Margaret 
O’Brien the Metro studio has been 
advised by the Coast wage stabiliza- 
tion office that the only increase in 
salary which can be granted would 
be under the “Little Steel” formula. 
or around 15°). This would amount 
to $42.50 since the moppet was 
picked up at $250 weekly, on a con- 
tract which at the time seemed rea- 
sonable, with options providing for 
modest increases in line with that 
starting figure. 

Since her appearance In “Journey 
Miss O'Brien ap- 
peared in an outstanding bit with 
Red Skelton in “As Thousands 
Cheer,” in “Jane Eyre” (on loan to 
20th-Fox) and in “Lost Angel.” “An- 
gel” is reported grossing over 50° 
more than “Journey” and the studio 
sought permission to boost the mop- 
pet's compensation in line with her 
current value. 

Fred Wilcox was a $200-a-week 
director of shorts at Metro before 
he was assigned to the direction of 
features. While “Lassie Come 
Home.” which Wilcox directed, 
turned out one of the _ biggest 
grossers of the year, it is understood 
that Metro has been denied permis- 
sion to raise his salary beyond the 
comparatively small increeses pro- 
at option time. 
will hit an estimated $2,500,000 in 
film rentals in the U. S. 

Conditions raise a new 
regarding evaluation of 


problem 


- | 
and | 
have suddenly 


promising | 


talent at time of signing by studios. | 


Production executives feel they can- 
not buy talent at top figures until it 
has proved commercial values. On 
the other hand, studios are anxious 


to keep talent satisfied and would 
like to hike salaries when war- 
ranted. 


PIX BIZ TRIPLING 


ITS RED CROSS GOAL 


leaders 


Motion picture industry 
have set a goal of $10,000,000, to be 
raised for 
starting next month. Picture busi- 
ness campaign begins March 23. 

Last year picture business was re- 
sponsible for raising more than §$3,- 
000,000 while $1,000,000 additionally 
was contributed directly by various 
branches of the industry. 


Touhy May Break Out 
Again—in 20th Film 


Hollywood, Feb. 15. 
Bryan Foy’s prison picture, “Roger 
Touhy, Gangster,” handcuffed for 
months by legal technicalities, comes 
up for revision 9n the 20th-Fox lot 
next week. 
With a few added scenes suggested 


by the Federal Bureau of Investiga- 
_ tion the picture will be ready for re- 
lease. 


the 1944 Red Cross drive | 


| 


Direct Meetings With Major Sales 
Chiefs Bring Relief to Indie Exhibs, 


Big Surprise’ After Prior Snags 


Biberman Now Director 


Holly wood, Feb. 15. 

Herbert Biberman, writer at RKO 
for the last year, was hoisted to a 
director berth, with “The Master 
Race” as his first job. 

Picture, dealing with the Nazis, 
goes into work in two weeks with 
Edward A. Golden producing. 


Nick Schenck in Sale 
Of 6,500 Loew’s Shares; 
Rubin Disposes of 800 


Philadelphia, Feb. 15. 

Sale of 6,500 shares of Loew's, Inc., 
common stock by Nick Schenck, 
president of the company, highlight- 
ed transactions in film stock dur- 
ing December, 1943, according to re- 
ports to Securities & Exchange Com- 
mission made public last week. Sale 
left Schenck’s holdings in Loew’s 
common at 1,017 shares. 

Other activity in Loew’s stock in- 
cluded the sale of 800 shares by J. 
Robert Rubin, New York. Loew’s, 
Inc., added 276 shares of Loew's 
Boston Theatres $25 par common, 
bringing its total to 120,335 shares. 

Cliff Work, Universal City, Cal.. 
disposed of 2,500 shares of Universal 
Pictures comm@n during the month, 
while acquiring 3,000 shares of Uni- 
versal voting trust certificate war- 


rants. J. Cheever Cowdin purchased 
5,000 shares of Universal vite. war- 
rants; Charles D. Prutzman,. 3,000 


shares, and William A. Scully, also 
3,000 shares. 

Activity in Paramount Pictures 
was light, with only two large sales 
reported: Stanton Griffis disposed of | 
750 shares, bringing his total down | 
to 5,250. 

Harry Cohn reported he bought 
1,100 additional shares of Columbia 
Pictures, which he heads. The deal | 
brought Cohn’s total to 96,734. Abra- 
ham Schneider, an officer and direc- 
tor of Columbia, reported the sale of 
35 shares, 

Officers of Associated Motion Pic- 
tures Industries, Inc., reported their 
holdings to the SEC as of Dec. 22, 
1943, as follows: 

J. E. Brulatour, Inc., Fort Wee, 
N. J.. 16,178 shares; Nat K. Loder, 
Brooklyn, 20 shares: Onstrud, Ine., 
Fort Lee, 21,597 shares; John A. 
Pfeifer, Montville, N. J., 2 shares; 
Frederick R. Ryan, New York, 504. 
J. E. Brulatour, Inc., also reported 
holding 318,317 3° notes in AMPI, 


WLB DECISION SEEN 
IMMINENT ON SOPEG 


A War Labor Board decision on 
the closed-shop and other issues in- 
volved in negotiations between the 
Screen Office & Professional Em- 
ployees Guild, N. Y., and three N. Y. 
film exchanges, Metro, 20th-Fox and 
United Artists, is expected momen- 
tarily. All homeoffice white-collar 
help, as well as front-office em- | 
ployees in other exchanges, are al- 
ready organized. 

While the SOPEG does not enjoy 
a closed-shop in the h.o.s or in the 
exchanges of other companies, it is 
seeking that provision in contracts 
with Metro, UA and 20th because the 
International Alliance of Theatrical 
Stage Employees, against which elec- 
tions were won in these branches, 


have a closed-shop in Paramount's 
N. Y. exchange. 
Meantime, negotiations are con- 


tinuing with major homeoffices cov- 
ering white-collarites under two- 
year contracts negotiated in 1942, 
which called for reopening of the 
agreements after the expiration of | 
the first 12 months on wage scale and | 
reclassifications. The initial year of | 
these contracts expired late last sum- | 
mer, and any deals made will be on 
a retroactive basis, a sSiipulation to | 
that effect having been signed by the | 
distributors. 


| thorities for 


Under a campaign involving all 
major companies to obtain better 
rental terms, more favorable playing 
conditions and revision of contracts 
where justified, the Unaffiliated In- 
dependent Exhibitors of N. Y. met 
yesterday (Tuesday) with William 
A. Scully, in charge of distribution 
for Universal, to discuss a program 
of relief in dealings with that com- 
pany. It will meet later on with 
Abe Montague, v.p. of Columbia over 


sales, for the same reason, 
The UIE, representing 85°; of the 


subsequent-run indie houses in the 


Greater N. Y. area, has already 
quietly met with other majors and, 
according to its president, Jesse L. 


Stern, has obtained much-needed re- 
lief. Stern, himself a subsequent-run 
exhibitor conirolling four theatres, 
states that he and his organization 
are agreeably surprised at the re- 
sults realized so far through going 
direct to the sales heads of the vari- 
ous companies with their problems. 

Whereas “we couldn’t get to first 
base” by dealing directly with the 
exchanges, Stern adds that William 
F. Rodgers, v.p., of Metro over dis- 
tribution, and the sales heads of 
other companies have been willing 
to grant relief where it is clearly 
recognized that it was justified. 

The ability to even get a hearing 
from sales chieftains, over the heads 
of the branch managers, is believed 
to stem largely from the fact that 
Rodgers recently paved the way by 
publicly announcing that his door 
was open and any exhibitor or exhib 
group was free to come to him for 
adjustments or with other problems. 
In fact, other distribs have more or 
less followed a Rodgers policy of 
adjustments where exhibs were suf- 
fering from changed wartime or 
other conditions. 


EXPECT U’S NET PROFIT 
ON YR. AT $3,500,000 


Although the financial statement 
for the fiscal year ending last Octo- 
ber is not due out for about 10 days, 
Universal is expected to show net 
profit in excess of $3,500,000 for that 
12-month period. 
pated in financial quarters although 
actual profit before writeoff for 
Federal taxes probably will top $12,- 
000,000 for the most recent fiseal 
year. This would be about three 
times the income total (also before 
tax deductions) shown in the fiscal 
year ended in October, 1941, when 
$4,396,499 was reported. U showed 
net income after all charges and 
Federal taxes of $2,906,952 for the 
fiscal year ending Oct. 31, 1942, or 
$7,255,531 net profit before taxes, 

Universal has appealed to tax au- 
some relief from this 
taxation situation on the grounds 
that the present arrangement penal- 
izes a film company having no the- 
atre subsidiaries. Although U's tax 
bill for the most recent fiscal year 
likely will hit $7,500,000, no relief 
is in sight or probable. 


Wall St. Expects U to Pay 


Common Divvy in Late ’44 


While there is some talk in Wall 
Street of Universal paying a divi- 
dend on the common in the next few 
months, indications are that it will 
be late in the current fiscal year be- 
fore one is paid. It will be recalled 
that $1 cash distribution was de- 
clared in October, 1943, just before 
the close of the fiscal year. Such 
policy right now seems likely for 
this year since it gives U officials a 
chance to appraise the total extent 
of its outlay for taxes and obtain a 
good picture of net profits and avail- 
able cash. 

However, with Universal report- 
edly having earnings now in excess 
of $5 per common share annually, a 
cash distribution around the same 
,amount as last October is viewed as 


j lik cely. 


This total is antici- . 
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Show Biz, Pushed Around in D.C. 
Needs Mouthpiece; Now Too Feeble 


Washington, Feb. 15. 

In Variety Club and other haunts 
where showmen spend their leisure, 
they are talking about the pushing 
around the motion picture industry 
and the stage received at the hands 
of Congress. On every bill that af- 
fected the amusement business, the 
authoritative voice came “too little 
and too late.” 


The experience of “Life with 
Father’—with the seript being re- 
vised to fit Washington conditions— 
calls attention to the fact that some 
38 attractions in seven years have 
had to pass up this profitable stand 
because of the existing child labor 
law, which prevents professional 
appearances of actors under the age 
of 14. 


On the matter of the increase in 
the amusement taxes the industry 
became aroused after the new 
revenue bill had been drafted by 
the House Ways & Means committee, 
and its schedules determined. The 
League of New York theatres was 
Stirred imto action and sent a dele- 
gation here to protest, but the par- 
liamentary situation was such that 
any change was impractical. A Pull- 
man load of glamour girls was dis- 
patched to Washington to augment 
this argument while the bill was on 
the Senate floor, “with the barn 
door open and the horse stolen.” 


The fact is that there is no mem- 
ber of Congress who makes it his 
purpose to defend pictures or the 
amusement business. The Hays or- 
ganization has always been opposed 
to any legislative representative in 
Washington. and this reticence is re- 
flected in Congress. Om the amuse- 
ment tax inerease no California 
member made it his mission to slug 
for the industry, which means so 
much to the state. When compul- 
sion forced action it came too late 
to be effective. 


All of the large producing com- 
panies have special representatives 
here but they work solo, and there 
is no coordination in matters which 
vitally affect the industry. On many 


matters affecting the welfare of ex- |} 


hibitors and producers there could 
be a common ground. The Allied 
States organization, with its live- 
wire Abram F. Myers, keeps in 
elose touch with legislative func- 
tions, but it is so inherently against 
anything the producers suggest, they 
seldom get together for the progress 
of the business. Ed Kuykendall 
president of the Motion Picture 
Theatre Owners of America, is 
probably the most influential voice 
heard on Capitol Hill, but he is not 
implemented with the organization 
to get results. 

What the amusement industry 
needs is a united front, a voice of 
authority which ean speak on mat- 
ters affecting the progress of a great 
industry, spokesmen in both the 
Senate and the House who will 
make it their task to protect mass 
entertainment. Tax and revenue 
changes are not acted upon at the 
spur of the moment. They are 
planned months ahead. The neces- 
sary spade work must be done when 
these preliminaries are being dis- 
cussed. 

On the admission taxes one of the 
House leaders told a “Variety” cor- 
respondent that had the screen been 
used to its full capacity, with amuse- 
ment seekers aroused to what Con- 
gress proposed, the mailbags would 
have been weighted down with hun- 
dreds of thousands of letters, which 
would have exerted inffuence. 

Speaking off the record he said: 

“Congress usually hears about 
Hollywood when it starts squab- 
bling over trade practices, and 
other things which should be set- 
tled within the industry and with- 
out recourse to legislation. Here on 
Capitol Hill the general impression 
is that producers of sereen material 
are rolli-g in wealth, and that it 
wouldn’t be any harm to place an 
extra burden on these Hollywood 
Croesuses. 

“I was against this increase in ad- 
mission taxes, because I knew that 
the industry would pass it along to 
families, and not absorb it as a good 
Many proponents expected. The in- 
dustry has been making so much 
money it has beeome languoraus, in- 
firm and sterile. 

“On the admissions tax proposal 
the industry was sound asleep. I 
like pictures and go _ practically 
every week, so it will affect me in 
a small way. For big business the 
amusement industry is in a coma, 
lulled into unconsciousness by fat 
profits. It certainly is away behind 
other corporate structures in pro- 
tecting its huge investments.” 


Films’ New Gas Woes 


Hollywood, Feb. 15. 

OPA’s expected announcement 
of new cuts in gas rationing has 
picture industry leaders mulling 
| mew ways amd means of trans- 
| porting 7,500 actors and extras 
on heels. 

Reperted 40% of oil produced 
west of the Rockies will be ear- 
| marked for the Pacific offensive, 
this percentage to be increased 
as operations become more de- 
manding, 


EXAMINE MAJORS IN 
GRIFFITH TRUST CASE 


Examination before trial by the 
Government of secretaries of the 
eight major eompanies, in connec- 
tion with the anti-trust action against 
the Griffith circuit in Oklahoma 
City, is scheduled om Feh. 28 in N. ¥. 
‘City. According to the papers filed 
last week in N. Y. federal eourt, 
Albert Boggess, special assistant U. S. 
attorney general, will conduct the 
taking of depositions. 

Subpoenas were also served upon 
attorneys for all parties to produce 
papers and documents which may 
be in their possession for inspection 
by the Government. 

Directed to appear for examination 
are: Leopold Friedman, of Loew’s; 
Loyd Wright, United Artists; Charles 
Sehwartz, Columbia; J. Miller Walk- 
er, RKO; Austin C. Keough, Para- 
mount; Felix A. Jenkins, 20th-Fox; 
R. W. Perkins, Warners; Anthony 
Petti, Universal. 

Attorneys for all parties involved 
are invited by the Government to 
attend the examinations for the pur- 
pose of cross-examining the wit- 
nesses. 


Freeman West, Balaban 
Back; Other Par Moves 


Following two weeks of homeoffice 
huddles to set up future production 
plans, discuss policies and problems, 
as well as release for the near fu- 
ture, Y. Frank Freeman, v.p. in 
charge of production for Paramount, 
left for the Coast Friday night (11). 
Barney Balaban, Par’s president, 
who last week was in Rochester, 
Minn., where his wife is convalescing 
from an operation, came hack te N.Y. 
on Thursday (10) to huddle with 
Freeman, accompanied latter as far 
as Chicago on the production head’s 
return west. Balaban went on from 
there to be with Mrs. Balaban at 
Rochester, Minn. She is reported 
rallying nicely from the operation. 
Also pulling out for the Coast Fri- 
day night (11) was Hal Danson, Par’s 
assistant advertising manager, whos is 
shifting to the studio to take charge 
of trailers and their production. 
Priends and Par associates feted him 
late Friday afternoon on his leave- 
taking. Jonas Arnold, Par’s. press- 


book editor, took over Danson‘s work 
|at the h.o. Monday (14). 


Ky. Appeals Court Rules 
Upstairs Theatres ‘Safe’ 


Louisville, Feb, 15. 

Court of Appeals at Frankfort, Ky., 
Friday (11) handed dewn opinion 
that the State Imsurance Division 
cannot prohibit upstairs film theatres, 
Opinion was the court’s final decision 
in State Insurance Director Good- 
paster’s long battle to close a second- 
floor film house in Stanford, Ky. 

The whole court, with one excep- 
tion, handed down the opinion that 
the State Constitution prevents the 
General Assembly delegating power 
to a State agency to “enact under the 
guise of a ‘standard of safety’ a law 
prohibiting operation of a motion 
picture theatre on a floor more than 
four feet above or below the street. 
The State Insurance Director, under 
such safety standards he issued in 
1937 and 1941, ordered the film house 
closed, although its owners cited 
many years of safe operation, as an 
opera house for legitimate attractions 
and afterward as a film theatre, 

The opinion, written by Judge Til- 
ford, declared the General Assembly 
may pass laws covering such cases 
and may delegate authority for legis- 
lative bodies of municipalities to 
adopt ordinances. But, the opinion 
added, such power cannot he dele- 
gated to administrative boards and 
agencies. 


Simon Back Home at M-6 


Hollywood, Feb. 15. 
Like a stranger im a strange land, 
S. Sylvan Simon checked into his 
home let, Metro, to direct the mext 
Red Skelton starrer, “Whistling in 
Hollywood.” 
For 26 weeks Simon had been pi- 


loting “Song of the Open Road” for [ 
Charles R. Rogers. 


Huddle on Unireezing 


$1,000,000 m American 
Pie Com in China, Africa 


In order to dislodge impounded 


‘distributiom revenue estimated at 


around $1,000,000 now held in China 
and North Africa, comptrollers of 
major film companies huddled Iast 


Thursday (10) at the Hays office. 


U. S. distributors have received 


‘ne remittances from their picture 


rental deals in China for the last 10 
weeks. Prior to that they were re- 
ceiving 50% of revenue obtained 


there. Efforts of the Chinese gov- | 


ernment to stabilize its currency are 
blamed for the present restrictions 
but American film eompanies see no 
reason for 100% clampdown. 

No revenue at all has come from 
distribution in North Africa since 
Allied troops landed there in No- 
vember, 1942. American distribu- 


tors have continued servicing ac- | 


counts in this territory despite this 
setup. Market is a comparatively 
good one, with normal conditions 
restored everywhere excepting 
Tunisia within a few months after 
American troops took over. Fact 
that the French authorities appar- 
ently are handling the monetary sit- 
uation is blamed for the complete 
freezing of U. S. distrib money. 
Revenue in North Africa now im- 
pounded is estimated at $500,000 or 
more, while it’s estimated that close 
to $550,000 is tied up in China. 


AUSSIE RAIDS CINEMAS 
FOR ABSENTEE WORKERS 


Sydney, Peb. 15. 
Manpower officials seeking addi- 
tional workers for Australia’s war- 
time industry suddenly have shifted 
their attention to picture theatres 
for absentee workers after raiding 

nightclubs, dancehalls and hotels. 
Claimed that too many are away 
from their war industry jobs with- 
out permission and spend mornings 


fand afternoons at film theatres. Gov- 


ernment spokesman stated that the 
government is determined to stamp 
out absenteeism and that the cinema 
raids would continue. 


Studio Contracts 


Hollywood, Feb. 15. 

Maxine Fife inked player pact at 
Paramount. 

Milburn Stone’s player option lift- 
ed by Universal. 

Stanley Clements signed as actor 
by Paramount. 

Frank Sully renewed by Columbia. 

Carmelle Bergstrom’s player op- 
tion lifted by Paramount. 

Katharine Balfour drew player 
ticket at Metro. 

Gene Ashley’s player 
picked up by Paramount. 

Thomas Lennon inked writer con- 
tract with American Pilms Corp. 

Martha MacVicar’s minor contract 
with RKO approved by court. 

George Waggzner’s writer-director- 
producer option lifted by Universal. 

Jackie Paley’s player option hoist- 
ed by 20th-Pox. 

Peggy Ryan’s paet renewed by Uni- 
versal. 

Greta Christensen inked player 
ticket at RKO. 

Robert Siodmak, director, renewed 
by Universal. 

Alexis Smith’s option 
Warners. 

Johnny Mack Brown renewed by 
Monogram. 

Lou Harding’s actor option picked 
up by Universal. 

Raymond Hatton drew new ticket 
at Monogram, 

Dean Harens inked player pact at 
Universal. 

James Basevi, art director, signed 
by Vanguard. 

Martha O’ Driscoll renewed by Uni- 
versal. 

Barbara Brown drew player ticket 
at Warners, 

Warren Wilson renewed as associ- 
ate producer at Universal. 

June Ffaver’s option lifted by 20th- 
Fox. 

Ann Gillis signed by Biltmore Pro- 
ductions. 

Robert Hutton inked new player 
pact at Warners, 


option 


lifted by 


Current trend of major studios 


mous for a long time as far as the 


be buried at higher pay in major 


Actors Like Pix Backlog Idea 


Hollywood, Feb. 15. 


to pile up backlog product is caus- 


ing new talent to shy away from many proffered roles even though the 
salary checks run high. Newcomers with ability sometimes wait as 
long as a year after the picture has been shot before they can see 
themselves on the screen. Even though well paid, they remain anony- 


public is concerned. 


Freelance actors, now im demand because of war shortages, are 
picking their spots im pictures slated for early release, rather than 


studio vaults. 


Monogram Maps Post-War Expansion; 
3006 for Studio, London Office Slated 


20THS BLOCK OF TWO 
AND PAR’S 4 FILMS 


Two new blocks, short of the cus- 
ftomary five, will be a doubleton 
from 20th-Fox and a group of four 


‘from Paramount. Im the case of 


‘Par it's only the fourth batch so far 
this season (1943-44). 

Dropping to only two, 20th will 
sell “Jame Eyre’ and “The Sulli- 
vans” together. Im the case of “Sul- 
livans” no deals will be taken ex- 
cept on percentage, while plans for 
“Eyre” call for percentage as well 
as flat sales. 

Par’s new package of four includes 
“Going My Way,” “Hour Before 
Dawn,” “You Can’t Ration Love” and 
“The Navy Way.” 


pereentage terms, Par is preparing to 
negotiate deals and in this direction 
is setting up screenings for exhibi- 


|tors in 29 of its exchange centers 
‘for Feb. 28. 


Meantime, George A. Smith, Par’s 
‘western division sales manager, and 
Hugh Owen, occupying that post 
over the east, left last week on tours 
of exchanges to hold meetings with 
branch sales forces and bookers on 
“Lady,” the forthcoming “Dr. Was- 
sell” and other pictures for future 
release. No selling plans have been 
set on “Wassell” except that it will 
be merchandised separately. 


Bennell Will Oppose 
Walsh for IATSE Prez 


Visiting various parts of the coun- 
try recently in preparation for a 
vigorous campaign for the presidency 
of International Alliance of Theat- 
rical Stage Employees, William Ben- 
nett, business agent of the Washing- 
ton stagehands local, will run against 
Richard F. Walsh, incumbent, for the 
top IA office post at the coming 
convention in June. The city where 
it will be held has not yet been set. 

Bennett is said to have been en- 
couraged to run for the presidency 
because of the large number of votes 
he received for that office at last 
year’s convention, despite the fact 
he did not put on a campaign or 
do any electioneering. 

Vincent Jacobi, business agent of 
Lecal No, 1, N. ¥. stagehands, who 
put om an elaborate campaign last 
year in an effort to umseat Walsh, re- 
ceived only 33 votes. Sources in IA 
cireles believe that Bennett, long 
with the union and well liked among 
members and convention delegates, 
has am excellent chance this year. 
No other aspirants for the IA presi- 
dency have been mentiomed as yet. 


U’s Super Goese-Pimpler 
Hollywood, Feb. 15. 
Universal has signed Boris Karloff 
as one of the co-stars in its forthcom- 
ing super-horror film, “Destiny.” 
Paul Malvern production will be a 


concentration of all the studio’s 
goose-pimple characters into one 
orgy of chills. 


Submit Geo. White Biog 


Hollywood, Feb. 15. 

Screen story on the career of 
George White, titled “The Great 
White Way,” is being submitted to 
major studios by Ralph Spence after 
months of writing and research. 

Writer has clearances for the va- 
rious stage names to be used in the 
film, in addition to many of the hit 
tunes turned out. by DeSylva, Brown 
& Henderson for White’s series of 
“Seandals” of Broadway. 


‘SOCKER’ COE’S AUTOBIOG 
Charles Francis Coe, better known 
as “Socker” Coe, has written his au- 
tobiog. 
Author is v.p. of the Hays organi- 


zation. 


Preparing to sell | 
“Lady in Dark” singly and at high | 


¢ Monogram’s post-war expansion 


plans include the expenditure of ap- 

| proximately $200,008 for additional 
studio space and personne! facilities 
on the Coast; the opening of a Lon- 
don office to take care of European 
distributiom, and at the expiration of 
present agreements with reps im 
Latin and Seuth America, the em- 
ployment of the company’s own reps 
in territories south of the Rio 
Grande, W. Ray Johnston, Mone 
prexy, revealed at N. ¥.’s Warwick 
hotel Monday (14). 

Eight top-budget films, imstead of 
six as formerly amnounced, will be 
made by Monogram this year, John- 
ston stated. All low-budget pix have 
been eliminated from the schedule, 
| with 20, pictures. planned in addition 
to the eight higher-budgeted pro- 
ductions.” 

“The ‘quickie’ picture is a thing 
ef the past,” Johnston said. “Froth 
now on Monogram product will be 
of a calibre to meet major produc- 
tion quality im every way.” 

Johnston presided at a “two-day 
‘sales conclave held at the Warwick 
Saturday and Sunday, and expects 
to leave for the Coast at the end of 
the month. 


RKO DEFERS ‘GIBSON’, 
KENNY; SCRIPT STALL 


Hollywood, Feb. 15. 

Two of RKO’s high budget pre- 
ductions, “Gibson Girl” and the 
Elizabeth Kenny infantile paralysis 
film, to star Rosalind Russell, have 
been put on shelf due to script 
trouble. 

Both were slated, for production 
start before April 1, but it’s now ap- 
parent “Gibson” won't get under 
way till early summer, and the 
Kenny picture late in the year, be- 
cause of Miss Russell's commit- 
ments at other studios which will 
keep her busy until September. 

Shelving is in line with studie 
policy not to start any picture until 
the script is campleted and okayed 
all around. Ginger Rogers has 
title rele im “Gibson Girl.” 


Earl Carrell Loses His 
$300,000 Suit Vs. Par 


Earl Carroll's suit against Para- 
mount Pietures was dismissed Wed- 
nesday (9) by Judge Alfred C. Coxe 
in N. ¥. federal court after three 
days of arguments by attorneys for 
beth sides. The court held that Par 
had fulfilled its contract with Car- 
roll in every respect and ruled that 
there was no basis in fact for Car- 
roll’s contention that a breach of 
contract existed. Judge Coxe also 
held that the Paramount film, “A 
Night at Earl Carroll's,” was not 
defamatory and not falsely at- 
tributed to Carroll. He subsequently 
dismissed the complaint with costs. 

Carroll sued for $300,000, claim- 
|ing that the contract was breached 
land claimed that he was falsely list- 
|ed as the pic’s producer, which, he 
said constituted a libel, because of 
|the film’s inferior quality. He 
| claimed that his prerogatives as 
| producer were usurped. 

Louis Nizer, representing Para- 
mount, countered with argument 
that Carroll personally approved 
Paramount's selections of writers, di- 
rector, dance director, and cast mem- 
bers. Nizer also charged that the 
Los Angeles nitery operator tried to 
pressure Paramount into giving 
him an additional $30,000 for ap- 
pearing in the film, despite the fact 
that he had already appeared before 
the cameras. Script, according to 
Nizer, was subsequently rewritten to 
eliminate Carroll’s appearance. 
Nizer also charged that Carroll's real 
grievance was an effort to reduce the 
film’s budget to $250,000 to get a 
greater profit cut. The studio, he 


said, refused to accede. 
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Howard Hughes and Preston Sturges 
Form Pix Production Partnership 


Hollywood, Feb. 15. 


A 


Howard Hughes is forming large- 
scale production partnership with 
Preston Sturges, details of which are 
being worked out by Attorney Neal 
McCarthy. Space has been taken at 
Harry Sherman's California studio, 
with possibility that magnitude of 
operations may require purchase of 
entire plant. 

Outfit plans on turning out a score 
of films and will invest full author- 
ity in young writers, directors and 
producers to act on their own initia- 
tive. 


Sturges has one story already set 
to grind and expects to turn out at 
least two more on his own. Hughes 
likely will return to active produc- 
tion after the war. 

Henry Henigson, previously asso- 
ciated with Sturges, will be general 
manager of the new organization. 
Post of story editor goes to Ernest 
Laemmie, who was Sturges’ aide at 
Paramount. © 

Understood Hughes coin will fi- 
nance the company, although no an- 
nouncement of financial arrange- 
ments has been made. Sturges had 
been talking new deal with Para- 
mount following expiration of his old 
pact, but when Hughes partnership 


loomed he called offefurther confabs 


with studid. 


LOU METZGER DIES AT 
49 IN HOLLYWOOD 


Hollywood, Feb. 15. 

Funeral services were held here 
today for Lou B. Metzger, 49, Coast 
exhibitor and onetime Columbia 
and Universal executive, who died 
Sunday (13) at Cedars of Lebanon 
hospital during an operation. Inter- 
ment in San Francisco. 

For the past year Metzger was in 
charge of the manpower division of 
the film industry's War Activities 
Committee. IlIness forced his re- 
turn from N. Y. six weeks ago, to 
San Diego, where he operated four 
theatres in association with his un- 
cle, Gus Metzger, after@he suffered 
a heart attack in Kansas City while 
en route east. He died two days 
after entering the hospital. 

Metzger, who was active in thea- 
tre war bond sales and was a mem- 
ber of the theatre branch of the 
War Finance Committee on the 
Coast, started in the picture busi- 
ness in his uncle’s Portland, Ore. 
film exchange and latter joined Uni- 
versal as a salesmen in that terri- 
tory. After being mustered out of 
Service following the first World 
War, he rejoined Universal, and 
through a series of promotions be- 
Came general sales manager. 

In 1928,.he was made gen. mer. 
of Universal, and three years later 
left to become special foreign 
representative fer Columbia, which 
preceded his appointment as sales 
manager of that company. His last 
post, before becoming an exhibitor, 
Was sales agent in this country for 
British International Pictures. 

Besides his uncle, Metzger is sur- 
vived by his widow, Lillian, and a 
daughter, Mrs, Jacqueline Kramer. 


Jury on $360,000 Suit 
Against Majors in Chi 
Chicago, Feb. 15. 

Charging violations of the anti- 
trust laws by discrimination, the 
Jackson Park theatre opened its suit 
yesterday against several distribut- 
ing and exhibiting organizations ask- 
ing treble damages of $360,000 for 
losses allegedly sustained from 1936 
to 1942. 

It is alleged by the plaintiff that 
the defendant corporations through 
a system of block bookings, com- 
bined with the Chicago clearance 
system of release, booked new pic- 
tures into theatres owned or oper- 
ated by the companies themselves 
in the same neighborhood, forcing 
the Jackson Park to wait a long 
time for the pictures. 

Suit is being heard before a jury 
in Federal Judge Michael L. Igoe’s 
U. S. District Court and is the first 
time a case of this kind has been 
heard before a jury here. 

Defendants in the suit filed by at- 
torney Thomas G. McConnell are 

unt Pictures, Inc. Balaban 

& Katz Corporation, Warner Bros. 

Inc., Warner Bros. Circuit 

ent Corp. Warner Bros. 

Theatres, Inc., Vitagraph, Inc. RKO 

Radio Pictures, Inc. 20th Century- 
Fox Film Corp., and Loew’s, Inc. 


> 


Uncie Sam’s uniforms, many are 
working as makeup artists and 
the majority are drawing regular 
wages in defense plants. 


Atlas Corp. Portfohe 
Includes Additional 
Amusement Shares 


Annual report of Atlas Corp., 
mailed stockholders yesterday (Tues- 
day) by Floyd B. Odlum, president, 
not only shows an increase In asset 
value of common by $6.45, or a 50% 
increase in a year, but also reveals 
increased interest by the corporation 
in show biz shares. Company's total 
income for year ending last Dec. 31 
was $3,402,310. It’s rated high enough 
to pay a 25c divvy on the common, 
payable March 10 to stockholders of 
Feb. 15 plus the regular quarter of 
75c on preferred. 

Odlum’s statement to stockholders 
noted the highly satisfactory opera- 
tions of Radio-Keith-Orpheum, the 
dividend clearing up all arrears, de- 
clared by RKO Feb. 1, giving Atlas 
$888,770 of dividends so paid. 

Not only did Atias increase its 
stake in several picture companies 
but it also added Columbia Broad- 
casting Co. and Philco Corp. shares 
to its portfolio. The CBS addition 
(mone was in the portfolio in 1942) 
covered 18,000 shares of Class “A” 
common while Philco’s covered 1,500 
shares of common. 

Corporation did not materially 
change its holdings in amusement 
company preferred shares. It shows 
2,000 shares of 20th-Fox preferred in- 
stead of 3.500 a year ago. But Atlas 
increased the number of Walt Disney 
Productions 6% preferred from 18,- 
978 in 1942 to 22,850 in the past year. 
This hike represents an increase of 
$251,350 of holdings in Disney, as 
carried on Atlas books. Atlas hold- 
ings of RKO preferred remain at 
56,400. 

Atlas portfolio shows 49,383 shares 
of Paramount common as against 
30.000 shares in 1942. It added about 
5.000 RKO common shares now hav- 
ing 1,329,078 shares. Atlas also in- 
| creased its 20th common stake now 
having 37.991 shares (as shown in 
the report) as compared with 10,000 
shares at the end of 1942. 


ARTHUR’S MONTH OF 
PARLEYS IN H’WOOD 


Hollywood, Feb. i5. 

Harry Arthur, Jr., is here from St. 
Louis for a month of parleys with 
writers, directors, producers and 
stars in connection with proposed 
Exhibitors Distributing Corp. 

New outfit is being planned along 
lines of original First National set- 
up, with indie stars and producers 
| contributing product, and territorial 
franchises going to unaffiliated cir- 
cuits with first run outlets. 

Arthur, who is v.p. of Fanchon & 
Marco, and has been operating com- 
pany’s theatres in the St. Louis area, 
says he will proceed with final or- 
ganization of the new distribution 
setup after his conferences here. 


Wayne’s High Boy Western 


Hollywood, Feb. 15. 
John Wayne makes his debut as 


“Tall In the Saddle,” based on a 
recent serial bought from Sateve- 
post. 


Edward L. Marin, who has just 
finished piloting the Eddie Cantor 
picture, “Show Business,” will di- 
rect “Tall,” a high budget Robert 
Fellows production. 


SHIFT WB PIX 


: Hollywood, Feb. 15. 
Shift in Alex Gottlieb’s producer 
schedule at Warners pushes “Strang- 
ers In Our Midst” before the cam- 
eras ahead of “Deep Valley,” orig- 
inally slated for a February start. 
Picture will be Gottlieb’s fourth 
production since checking in at the 
Burbank lot. Completed script on 
“Strangers” has been turned in by 
Marvin Borowsky and Frank 
Gruber. 


Revive Old Cohan Play 
Hollywood, Feb. 15. 
RKO is reviving the old George M. 


Cohan stage play, “Pigeons and Peo- 
= for early produc- 


Broadway drama of 1933, written, 
produced and acted by Cohan, re- 
volves about the divergent views of 
a rich man and a hobo. 


Extras Told SAG 
Will Fight SPU 


Bargaming Bid 


ee 
Hollywood, Feb. 15. 

Screen Actors Guild sent 4000 
letters to as many extras to an- 
nounce a fight against the petition 
of the Screen Players Union for an 
election of B actors to designate a 
collective bargaining representative. 
Letters characterize the SPU as “a 


“You probably know that the Na- 
tional Labor Relations Board has 
scheduled a hearing on the petition 
they have received from the Screen 
Players Union, a_ self-appointed 
group of B members which is asking 


the bargaining agent for al] B mem- 


nize the Screen Players Union, nor 
does it approve its petition. We, 
therefore, intend to fight the peti- 
tion. We want you to know what 
the hearing is for, and what the pos- 
sible results may be. 

“If this petition is successful, it 
would mean that you would have to 
withdraw from the Screen Actors 
Guild and would have to accept the 


National Labor Relations Board 
cides to hold an election; you will 
then have the opportunity to cast 
your vote in a secret ballot, to say 
whether you wish to retain the 
Screen Actors’ Guild as your bar- 
gaining agent, or whether you pre- 
fer the Screen Players Union. 

“Meanwhile, and until a decision 
is reached, the pending arbitration 
for wage increases, originally sched- 
uled for last Nov. 29, is now held up 
through refusal of the Producers to 
arbitrate until the election issue is 
settled. The Producers say that ob- 
viously they cannot arbitrate with 
the Guild when in a few months 
they might have to deal with an- 
other union representing B players. 
This is the second time that arbitra- 
tion has been delayed by petitions 
to the National Labor Relations 
Board filed by self-delegated groups 
from the B membership.” 

In reply to the Guild’s declaratien, 
the Screen Players Union sent out 
circular letters accusing SAG of 
reversing its stand on an autonomy 
election for B actors and charging 
that wage increases for extras had 
been delayed for six years. 


WANGER CITES SIME’S 
VARIETY’ EDITORIAL 


Walter Wanger, hosted by Univer- 
sal execs at a luncheon at the Astor 
hotel, N. Y., last Wednesday (9), 
referred to the high standing which 
the film industry today rates in 
financial, military and Government 
circles. 

Wanger warned, however, that the 
picture business could not afford to 
repeat the errors made in the past 


a star at RKO in a western tale,j by other branches of show business. 


He cited Sime’s editorial reprinted 
in “Variety” (issue of Feb. 2), which 
emphasizes that the abuse of power 
by the controlling factors in legit 
and vaudeville in another era, speed- 
ed the decline of those phases of 
show business. 

Charles Moss, managing director 
of the Criterion theatre, N. Y., was 
the other guest of honor at the re- 
ception for Wanger, whose “Gung 
Ho” is currently at the Criterion. 


William Scully, Universal sales 
chief, presided. 
Extras’ Holiday 


Hollywood, Feb. 15. 
20th Century-Fox’s “Wilson” will 
emerge as an extras’ holiday. 
Studio plans to use 12,000 supes in 
scenes depicting highlights of war 


President’s career. 


the board that it be recognized as 


bers, instead of the Screen Actors 
The Guild does not recog-| 


posals to Tom C. Clark, assist- 


Admittedly extensive expansion 
plans of Trans-Lux, which now op- 
erates about 10 newsreel and feature 
houses in the east, are being held up 
pending the final decision of the De- 


partment of Justice on the Consent 
Decree. While always regarded as 
an independent circuit, all contem- 
plated plans will be delayed until all 
changes in the decree are cleared up 
and 4 fina] interprciation is made oa 
the meaning of a “circuit.” 
Understood that Trans-Lux al- 

ready has one circuit buy-in under 
consideration which would give it an 
additional 18 theatres. It has sev- 
eral individual deals also on tap with 
construction of some houses in stra- 
tegic spots likely. 

T-L figures it will be in a favor- 
able position when and if television 
is made practical for theatres after 
the war. The rear-screen projection 
employed in all of its operations are 
rated as being ideal for theatre use 
of television. Additionally, Trans- 
Lux has its own plant for turning 
out rear-screen equipment which 
would be available after the war. 
It now is 100% on war manufac- 
turing. 


ACKERMAN’S SLAYER 


Detroit, Feb. 15. 
Carrying a mandolin during his 
entire court appearance, Yuen Woo 
was sentenced to a life-term in 


prison last Thursday in Bay City, 
Mich., for the slaying of Floyd E. 
Ackerman, manager of the Butter- 
field chain's five theatres there. 

The young Chinese, who had al- 
tered his appearance with theatre 
makeup before the holdup-murder 
of Ackerman last Dec. 5, had been 
arrested after Michigan posted the 
largest reward in its history, more 
than $5,000 for the capture of the 
theatre man’s killer. More than $1,- 
000 of the $1,800 Ackerman was 
carrying to the night depository of a 
bank was found hidden in Woo's 
room. 

Police also traced Woo’s makeup 
purchases, had him resume his dis- 
guise by which he altered his na- 
tionality and obtained identification 
by witnesses. A parolee from prison, 
Woo told the court, “I regret the 
crime most deeply and throw my- 
self on the mercy of the court.” He 
insisted he had no intent of slaying 
Ackerman, only intended to frighten 
him but that the gun went off when 
the theatre man turned on him. De- 
spite the plea his crime was fixed 
at first-degree murder which made 
the life sentence mandatory and 
placed him beyond any future par- 
ole. 


Col.’s Oriental Backlog 
Hollywood, Feb. 15. 

Columbia signed 30 players of 
Oriental type as a backlog of talent 
for forthcoming films with Far East- 
ern backgrounds, starting with the 
Edward G. Robinson starrer, “Mr. 
Winkle Goes to War.” 

Future pictures with Oriental 
tinges at various studios are “I Was 
a Prisoner of Japan,” “Terror Is- 
land,” “The Death March,” “This Is 
My Brother,” “Betrayal in the Far 
East” and “Tanaka Plan.” 


GIVEN LIFE TERM 


Tight Circuit Freeze, Large Blocks, 
Better Run or Action Against Big 5 


A 


That consent decree proposals of 
the distributors will have to be dras- 
tically revised to grant greater con- 
cessions and that Tom C. Clark, as- 
sistant U. S. attorney genera! will 
demand radical changes in the face 
of a serious attack upon the Big Five 
by representative exhibitor groups, 
is considered likely by indie exhib 
leaders. 

The detailed program of changes 
in the Big Five plans, demanded by 
independents in a 2l-page brief filed 
with Clark last week, was prepared 
and presented to Clark following a 
meeting in Chicago two weeks ago 
attended by representatives of eight 
leading exhibitor organizations, which 
voted opposition to nearly every 
clause in the new decree as offered 
by the Big Five. As result of the 
Chicago meeting, the committee of 
five exhib association leaders was 
set up to draft the counter-proposals 
and to take them to Clark. 

Stand of this committee at the out- 
set is that the U. S. suit against the 
majors should be prosecuted, indicat- 
ing a determination to fight against 


jacceptance of present Big Five rec- 


ommendations, but the following res- 
ervation is made in the interests of 
unity: 

“If, however, the Department of 
Justice should conclude that by 
adopting a firm attitude there is still 
a possibility that the defendants (Big 
Five) will consent to a decree which 
will vindicate the law and afford 
substantially the relief prayed for by 
the Government in its original peti- 
tion, the conference offers the fol- 
lowing suggestions and recommenda- 
tions relative to such a decree.” 

Biecks and Cancellation 

Independents stipulation 
as to the size of blocks, a straight 
20% cancellation, various provisions 
as to tradeshowings, stiff fines for 
forcing of shorts, an end to forcing 
of deals to cover all houses con- 
trolled by an exhibitor, definition on 
roadshows and specials, elimination 
of “blindpricing,” wiping out of 
clearance in certain cases, three ar- 
bitrators in each exchange district 
if exhibitor wants cases to be heard 
that way, and drastic revision of the 
distrib clause pertaining to the right 
of one theatre to arbitrate for a run 
ahead of another. 

In connection with the right to 
arbitrate for a prior run, it is pro- 
posed that an independent, regard- 
less of the number of theatres con- 
trolled by him, has the right to ar- 
bitrate for a run ahead of a circuit 
theatre except where latter has double 
the buying-power of the indie. The 
Big Five proposed no such stipula- 
tion. They also seek to limit indies 
to those having six theatres or less, 
where as the counter-proposals are 
that this limitation be removed, 


PAR’S ‘HITLER GANG’ 
TO BE SOLD SINGLY 


Paramount's “The Hitler Gang” 
will be sold singly following nation- 
wide screenings the end of next 
month. Separate terms will be 
asked but it may be tacked to deals 
which the company makes on its 
next block of four features. Sales- 
men will negotiate contracts for 
“Gang” when they dicker on the 
upcoming block of four. 

“Hitler Gang” will be screened in 
all of Par’s branch keys March 24. 
The N. Y. showing. will be held at 
Normandie theatre. 


Exhibs’ Own Carelessness 
Blamed for Film Thefts 


Philadelphia, Feb. 15. 

To combat wave of thefts of film 
here, exhibitors last week were 
asked by Joseph Kennedy, official of 
Highway Express, to put film can- 
nisters under guard until all patrons 
are out of the theatre. 

Kennedy said that a survey 
showed that 80% of Philly exhibs 
had the habit of bringing some of 
their film cannisters to lobby at start 
of the last show for pickup to ex- 
chang 

“Many kids on their way out of 
the theatre help themselves to film 
to use on home projectors,” said 
Kennedy, whose company does vir- 
tually all of the film transporting 
here. “Exhibitors should not leave 
film in lobbies until all the patrons 
are out and the doors locked,” he 


added. 


| 
Dress Famine 
Hollywood, Feb. 15. 
Dress extras, equipped with | 
soup-and-fish garmenture, are so 
rare these days that the studios Indies Want 3-Yr. Decree [Pi 
are competing for their services. While the Big Five have pro- 
Some of them are wearing posed a 10-year term for new 
decree, retroactive to Nov. 20, § 
1943, they are asking the right to ' 
| petition for changes after it has 
| been in effect three years. 
The group of five prominent 
| exhibitor association leaders 
| who have presented counter-pro- ; 
| | 
ant attorney-general, want the 
length of the new decree re- } 
stricted to three years, like the | 
duration of the original consent- ae 
| ing agreement. ag 
| 
| | . aa 
| self-appointed group of B members.” Trans-Lux Expansion | a 
| and warn against possible conse- | i 
quences of affiliation with that | Plans Stalled Dati ; 
1 group. Warning says in part: | 
| | | Decree Is Changed | 
| | 
| 
| 
| 
Screen Players Union as your col- : | 
lective bargaining agent. If the | ; 
| | Sceen Players Uninon obtains union | | 
| | shop, you would have to belong | aa 
| ito the Screen Players Union 
| | order to work in pictures. If the | 
| | | | a 
| | | | | 
PY 
| | 
| 
{ 
| (Continued on page 21) 
| 
| 
| | ae 
| | | | 
| | | | | aa 
| | 
? | 
| | 
| | | 
| | 
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| RECORD WEEK AT NEW YORK’S RIVOLIT 
| | AND NOW...NEW OPENINGS! NEW SUCCESSES! 


"6TH WEEK OF ITS RUN AT THE ASTOR- 
AND IT’S COMPARABLE IN ALL KEY CITIES! 


| "A BIG SECOND WEEK AT RADIO CITY MUSIC. - 
HALL—AND IT WILL BE AS BIG EVERYWHERE! 


\ 
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SMASHING HOLDOVER AT THE ROXY THEATRE 
AND DESTINED TO DO IT THROUGHOUT THE NATION! 
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10 FILM REVIEWS VARIETY Wednesday, February 16, 1944 
in the Dark and lessers contribute much to the | Om. ° Chip Ot the Old Bleek | background for the chases is a some- 
Lady In © mar ar isti intature eviews 1210 what garbled and thoroughly jn- 
: (SONGS) smart and sophisticated light comedy (MUSICAL) congruous extract from th 
p< relief, which together with the crispy ” - im the Dark” (Color) Hollywood, Feb. 11. : “M rd », me ed 
(COLOR) dialog go a long way toward making ieay & ee Universal release of Bernard W. Burton | Army song, “Meadowland. > 
aramount release of Mitchell Leisen pros | «pT ody” an exceedingly diverting pic- ‘Par.). Lavishly produced and production, Stars Donald O'Connor, Peggy In between their bouts with the 
on, directed by Lelsen, Stars stinger | tive” The cast includes numerous | very entertaining, this one will yan, Ann Blyth, Directed by Charles W. | rustlers, the pair of marshals man- 
Roxeis, Ray Milland, Jon Hall, Warner | Ture. ‘ange from big to terrif b.o Lamont, Sereenplay, Eugene Conrad and age to play Cupid for Craig Woods 
\tev; features Barry Sullivan, Mischa | persons of a minor nature In addi- | range from, ig to i rag Leo Townsend; original stery by Robert Are | ® i Ell Hall N; = — 
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hing vib n, Frances Goodrich and Albert! production numbers. Char, Humphrey Bogart and an all- Charles Maynard: «ince director, Louis De | rustlers are finally rounded up and 
Jlnckett; som Iwurt Weill, 1 Gershwin Pron musieal director, Chorles Previn: jugged. 
Burke and James Van Heusen star cast in a thrilling melo- ongs, Inex James and Sidne Miller: Grace 
Rennohan, Gordon Jennings, Panl Lerpiae I assage to a arse ut Par ges, Feb, 10, '44 Kunning time, 
and Farciot Kdouart: dances, lilly Daniels, Warner Bros, release of Hal B. Wallis Action in Arabia’ (RKO). En- 36 MINS. Kings of the Wingy A 
Previewed in N, Feb, 3, Bunning production. Stars Mumphrey Bogs teriaining spy meler unfold.ug Donald Donald O'Connor | Trewin A, Lesser and Martin J. Lewis pros 
time, 100 MINS, tures Michele M rean, (laud Rains in *he Near East. Okay biz. Peggy. * Pegey Ryan duction and release. ed M. J. Lewise 
I Ginger ney Greenstreet, Philip Dorn, Thelmut Dea ” Marlow, Blyth | Photography director, Jack Rieger; 
ch Ruy Milland | tine, Peter Lorre, Goorge Tobias, Viet “Chip Off the Old Block (U) Slory Moriow.. Helen Vinson | tien written and delivered by Nat Pleischer, 
Iu Mischa Auer | heft and James Norn ence appeal. Should do okay. | Blaney Edward Bromberg Reissued fight film runs for about 
M Gear “Raiders of the Border” | MeHUBH hell 90 minutes and supplies first-class 
Dr. Kdward F ne | Dubay owen M (Mono). Slow-moving western pean Samuel Hinds | screen nt for male audi- 
Don Loy which should fill the lower half | ences. Film stands by itself with no 
\ Park Mary Parl of ial bill Quiz Kid. | support shoris, newsreels or 
Virginia Farmer | Capt. Freycin laude Rains Donald O'Connor continues his of notable tights 
BOWER. hog, Sort | walt few scenes in Merry pace as a fast-rising juvenile | edited for latter-day consumption, 
ra—1T Gail Russell | Major dney Greenstres the few scenes 1 film personality in this, his third | Nat Fleischer, editor of Ring maga- 
John Lode But the best job of all is done by starrer for Universal. Comedienne | zine, handles most of the commen- 
Hlarvey Stephens | Petit | ‘Not only does he have the| Pesgy Ryan and newcomer Ann | tary. 
Office silly v1 part in’ the picture he Blyth share starring position and Appealing directiy to hosts of uni- 
Firat Konstantin Shayne capture ‘practically all the acting contribute materially to the overall | formed males magneted to the 
scenes Cant. Victor Fr: en film “filled zestful, spontaneous entertainment. Broadway area. “Kings of the Rine” 
(iaron |It’s entirely escapist fare, studded | bases most of its b.o. appeal on re- 
J 2nd Engincer.....-.-.0+++--- louis Mercier | ACUNG. with laugh lines and situations, songs, | cent ring appearances of Joe I ; 
Produced on a lavish in znd Mat by ‘and comedy dances by the O’Connor- | Billy Conn and Lou Nova fights, 
litte its Hans Conreid | 10. ava Ryan team. Best of his three starrers, | Louis’ last ring appearan.ts, are con- 
backgrounds of ag i rederick Brann ot the 11¢ minu es, cou a | picture will get profitable reception spicuously absent, the first for unex- 
Its hit surprise biz in the nabes and /ably because the fight was so dis- 
a technically superior panes of cra 8 __ | Special effects by Jack Cosgrove and | pinterlands. appointing that skedded showings of 
manship. But more than that. in all There is nothing wrong with this, Edwin DuPar are realistic, with the) Although young O'Connor is spot- | thePictures ringsided by Pathe were’ 
directions, an extremely entertaining 


film. It can’t miss being boffo at the | 
boxoffice. 

Crammed with diversion of rich | 
consistency for all, though some of | 
its more sophisticated aspects may be | 
less enjoyed by children than others, | 
the picture carries singularly strong | 
appeal for the women. The beauti- 
ful costuming alone contributes im- | 
portantly to that. Paramount spent | 


$185,000, and total negative nick is | and 


reported at $2.800,000. It looks it. 


Mitchell Leisen produced and also | 
directed from a surefire script based | the 


on the Broadway stage hit by Moss 
Hart. with music by Kurt WeHl and 
lyrics by Ira Gershwin. An addi- 
tional song, “Suddenly It’s Spring,” 
Was written by Johnny Burke end 
James Van Heusen. The able adap- 
tation was in the hands of Frances 
Goodrich and Albert Hackett, an ob- | 
viously superb writing team. In all 
other departments, tog. including the 
dance staging, the lighting, photog- 
raphy and orchestral score, nothing 
is to be desired. Photography in par- 
ticular is the last word, notably the 
process shots. Ray Rennahan served 
director of photography. with 
Natalie Kalmus as color. direcior. 
Special photographic effects 
credited to Gordon Jennings and 
Paul Lerpae, while the process work 
Was under the direction of Farciot 
Edouart. Among other things, a 
plethora of many combinations of 
brilliant colors stamps the produc- 
tion as perhaps the finest ever turned 
out in tints, with the modern set- 
tings, dream backgrounds and cos- 
tuming especially lending themselves 
to color treatment. 

Picture has considerable scope as 
against the limitations of the 
when “Lady” was done in legit. A 
few of the musical numbers of the 
stage version were omitted in the in- 


as 


terest of emphasizing the story, but | 


studio facilities have permitted a dis- 
play of fantastic effects in the dream 
sequences which were not possible on 
the stage. The three dream portions 
have been very elaborately and clev- 
erly staged. In addition to choral 
backgrounding in the “Blue Dream.” 
“Wedding Dream” and “Circus 
Dream” production numbers, there 
are some dance portions in which 
Miss Rogers, Don Loper, Mary Par- 
ker and Billy Daniels figure. In ad- 
dition to “Suddenly It’s Spring,” 
there are two Weill-Gershwin num- 
bers from the stage original. “My 
Ship” and “Jenny.” Last-mentioned, 
used extensively and cleverly in the 
Circus Dream sequence, led by Miss 
Rogers and with all members of the 
cast taking part, is the best of the 
trio. 

Miss Rogers plays the editor of a 
fashion magazine who, realizing she's 
on the edge of a nervous breakdown. 
finally places herself in the hands of 
a psycho-analyst. She resists his 
ministrafons but ultimately goes 
through with it all and finally finds 
herself, the wall she had built around 
herself and her emotions since child- 
hood ultimately being broken down. 
The dream sessions are reflections of 
her disturbed mind. Very 
ously pieced in are some scenes of 
Miss Rogers in her childhood, which 
had been unhappy. 

: Playing the ad manager for the so- 
ciety mag and the only man in her 


life who has sought to set himself up | 
as Miss Rogers’ superior, irritating | 


her all along the line, Ray Milland 
#ives an excellent performance. At 
first dropping Warner Baxter on ro- 
mantic grounds after he has divorced 
his wife, Miss Rogers then turns to a 
glamor picture star in the person of 
Jon Hall [Victor Mature was the 
original “beautiful hunk of man”), 
but sours on him, too. 

Tearing down the barriers that 
have stood between them. Miliand 
and Miss Rogers go into aclinch fora 
very unique finish. This comes when 
Mischa Auer, embattled phatogra- 

her for the magazine who sticks his 
ead in the door and in utter amaze- 
ment sees the clinch, exclaims, “This 
‘the end, the absolute end.” And 
is. 


Auer, Mary Phillips, Phyllis Brooks 


are | 


stage | 


ingeni- | 


} picture although a little tightening, 


- 


with some 15 minutes less 
which can be edited easily without 


hurting continuity, would help. 
Nonetheless. Warner Bros. has a 
thrilling melodrama which will do 


| big business right down the line. 


As presented now, several 
quences, in which speeches are made 
concerning France, its enemies, allies 
inhabitants, are just a mite 
lengthy. 

Exhibitors will be impressed with 
exploitation possibilities that 
will zoom this film into the top- 
ercssing class. They are many, and 
will not have to be concocted, be- 
cause they are so obvious. It is a 
natural for showmanship. 

The film pulls no punches. No kid 
eloves are used to soothe the feelings 
of either the isolationists or the 
pacifiists who have been using the 
news columns of late in an effort to 
impress people with the advisability 
lof securing a negotiated peace with 
| our enemies. The message of this 
| picture is forthright and rings true. 
| 


| Hal B. Wallis has gathered a cast 
that is boxoffice in itseif. Practically 
| every actor, from Humphrey Bogart 


'to Helmut Dantine, portrays roles 
| with sincerity and understanding, 
| giving added meaning to the screen- 
| play by Casey Robinson and Jack 
| Moffitt from the novel by Charles 
| Nordhoff and eames Norman Hall. 

| Yarn, dedicated to the Fighting 


| French, unwinds in a series of flash- | 


| backs, as related by a French liaison 
| officer (Claude Rairs) to an Ameri- 


can newspaperman (John Loder), 
who seeks background for a story 
dealing with activities of these 


Frenchmen who are fighting, and fly- 
ing, on the side of the Allies. Rains 
| goes back many months in the tell- 
| ing, when a ship he was on picked 
| up a group of men in a lifeboat in 
the Atlantic. The survivors admit, 
when pressed, that they are escaped 


| prisoners from Devil's Island, who 


| wish to return to France to fight for 
| their country. This act of mercy 
fails to meet with the approval of 
Major Duval (Sydney Greenstreet), 
a professional army man, who hated 
the Republic and admired the 
fascism of Marshal Petain. 
| After the the 


rescue, freighter 


settles down to its normal routine. 
continuing back to Marseille, its 
destination, only to be disturbed 
again when the wireless crackles 


| with the news of French surrender 
| to the Nazis. The captain of the ship 
| (Victor Francen) secretly orders its 
course changed toward England. but 
Major Duval heads a mutiny which 
takes over the boat for a short time. 
|} In the end, the mutiny is subdued, 


| but not before the fascist wireless | 


| operator radios the ship’s position to 
ja German patrol bomber, which 
| attacks, does great damage, kills sev- 
|eral men, but is finally brought down 
by a deck gun. Conclusion of the 
| Narrative by Rains describes 
{each of the Frenchmen who escaped 
| from Devil's Island are doing at the 
| moment to aid the cause. 

| Humphrey Bogart, Matrac, a 
; journalist whose opposition to the 
appeasers at the time of Munich re- 
sulted in his conviction on a trumped 
up charge of murder and treason and 
his banishment to Devil’s Island, 
gives a forthright performance as 
one of the escaped convicts rescued 


as 


by the freighter. Others in this 
motley crew include Philip Dorn, 
Peter Lorre, Helmut Dantine and 


George Tobias. Michele Morgan, as 
the wife of Matrac, left in France, 
and Victor Francen, as skipper of the 
freighter, go through their paces im- 
préssively—Francen, especially, in a 
scene where he stands on the bridge 
of his ship and reads, with tears, the 
message announcing France’s down- 
fall, calling it “The blackest day in 
French history.’ Charles La Torre, 
as the aide to Greenstreet 
yesses the major at every turn, does 


footage, | 


| To bring all this about, producer | 


what, 


who | 


camera work of James Wong Howe, | 


using all the tricks at his disposal, 


responsible for several entertaining | 


Sten. 


highlights, 
Action in Arabia 


Hollywood, Feb. 15. 
RKO Geraghty 


| signed 


}academy pending return of his father 


| anceship with Miss Blyth; gets along 


| case 
| while comedienne chases him. 


hestures George Sanders, Vireinia 
Leonere Aubert, Gene Di- 
ed ob Leonia Screonplay 
XM Doneld and Herbert Bibermian; | 
‘ Iiunt: special photographic 
eifects, Vernon IL. Walker: editor, Robert 
rwink. Tradeshown in I. A. Feb. 15, ‘44. 
Running time, 74 MINS, 
Lenore Aubert 
‘ ° Gene Lockhart 
Mike Ansara 

Agents and spies of the Nazis, 


Vichy French, and Free French pre- 
dominate in this well-assembled 


‘lodrama backgr it amas- | 
melodrama backgrounded in Damas- | "hut not won—by boy's father and 


grandfather, respectively, in bygone | 


cus and nearby desert. 
sticking close to formula in setting 
up mysterious situations and charac- 
ters for eventual clarification, pic- 


at good pace. Low on marquee name 
voltage, picture can stand for bill- 
| topping in secondary first runs with 

good support. Otherwise, it’s a 
| strong dualer for any situation. 

Number of vears ago, Meriam 
Cooper and E. B. Schoedsack made 
a trip to the Arabian desert and shot 
much footage for a proposed picture 
for RKO. On their return to the 
studio, however, production was 
abandoned and the exposed film 
tossed on the shelf. Quite a lot of 
the footage utilized here. with 
shots of large camel and bedouin 
semblages in the desert being neatlv 
‘dovetailed into the story for hefty 
production effect. 

George Sanders plays an American 
newspaper corresnondent 
in the Near East for some tiine, ar- 
riving in Damascus in 1941. It’s the 
headquarters for espionage and plot- 
ting, with the French and Germans 
attempting to win favor of the Arab 


is 


as- 


tribes in the war. Sensing a story. | 
Sanders sticks around to run into 


many strange and mysterious char- 
acters, and finally gets on track of 
Nazi aim to stir up the tribes. Vir- 
ginia Bruce. ostensibly working for 
the Nazis but in reality agent for the 
Free French. and Sanders form ro- 
mantic portion of the yarn. 
uncovering identity of the Nazi plot- 


Although | 


| tions. Brevity of footage accentuates | quest sight unseen. 


| ber with Miss Blyth and then teams. 


| display her lyric soprano to best ad- 


stationed | 


ters. Sanders follows them to desert | 


| castle to prevent coup with traitor- 
|}ous Arab leaders, and the enemies 
are neatly disposed of at the finish. 

Sanders gives a good performance. 
as does Miss Bruce; Alan Napier and 
Andre Charlot are Vichy 
operators: Gene Lockhart is promi- 
nent as a flustering gossip-peddler: 
Lenore Aubert is an Arab girl: and 
tobert Armstrong is attache of the 
American consulate. 

Philip MacDonald and Herbert 
Biberman provided a compact and 
fast-paced original script. with Leo- 


nide Moguy aiding with direction 
that maintains interest in both the 


| coming year. 


French | 


characters and the proceedings. Pro- | 


duction mounting generates colorful 
| background. while the desert camel 
| caravans are decidedly unusual. 

| Walt. 


Seiler De-yanked 


Hollywood, Feb. 15. 
| Lew Seiler. on loanout from 20th- 
|Fox to direct “Abroad With Two 
Yanks” for Edward Small, bowed out 
'of the job after several weeks of 
| preparation due to conflicting dates. 
Additional sequences on “Two 
| Yanks” will require more time than 
| originally scheduled overlap 
Seiler’s commitments on his home 


| lot. 


| Blyth plays third generation of stage 


ture develops on a straight line and | 5 


| is 


| O'Cor 


iighted with Miss Ryan for youthful 
exhuberance and comedy, 16-vear- 
old Ann Blyth catches attention in 
her initial film appearance. Girl, 
by U from stage cast of 
“Watch on the Rhine.” has been held 
for several months awaiting proper 
spot for introduction. Delay was no 
mistake. .Girl displays fine personal- 
ity and ease in front of the cameras, 
in addition to a fine lyric soprano 
and ability to put over a song for 
maximum reaction, 

Director Charles Lamont took full 


cancelled by Garden execs less than 
an hour after the bout, 
Documentary films, including the 
Jack Johnson-Stanley Ketchell, Tom- 
my Burns and Bill Squires, Demp- 
sey Carpentier, Benny Leonard-Lew 
Tendler, Dempsey-Firpo and = both 
Dempsey-Tunney title fights, are in- 
cluded as well as a revealing round- 
by-round celluloid version of the 
Madison Square Garden, N. Y., con- 
test between Primo Carnera and 
Ernie Schaaf from which the latier 


advantage of a fine script by Eugene 
Conrad and Leo Townsend to smack 
over the lines with telling effect. 
O'Connor, son of a seafaring fam- 
ilv, is given leave from prep naval 


from sea duty with the fleet. Enroute 
to New York, he picks up acquaint- 


fine with juve flirtation, until Miss 
Ryan meets him at the station to 
spoil everything. From there on it’s 
of boy pursuing Miss Blyth, 
Miss 


stars, Helen Vinson and Helen Brod- 
erick, both of whom had been wooed 


; esting angle in this clip is that. al- 


never regained consciousness. Inter- 


though cry of “fake” was raised after 
kayo registered by weak-hitting 
Italian, obvious distress of Schaaf 
is plainly revealed by the camera and 
it would seem that everyone at Gar- 
den ringside must have known that 
he was badly hurt. 

For contrast Tony Galento and 
Max Baer toss in some comic antics 
both in and out of ring. 

“Kings” looks set for prolonged : 
run on Broadway with good likeli- 
hood, industry circles believe, that 
servicemen’s camp show tieup here és 
and abroad is in offing. Donn. 


years. Complications unfold at a/| 
happy clip; O’Connor persuades the 
to take star role in a stage 
musical; he gets Miss Ryan into the 
show; and returns to school to pre- 
pare for a naval career. 

Quiz Kid Joel Kupperman is in- 
troduced for two brief but amusing 
sequences to lisp his answers to ques- | 


his appearance for shrewd produc- 
tion guidance. 
O'Connor duets one romantic num- 


as usual, with Miss Ryan for three 
comedy tunes that wind up with pair 
going into dance turns. Miss Blyth 
sings the Lew Brown-Ray Henderson 
standard, “My Song,” and “Love Is 
Like Music,” by Milton Schwarzwald. 
Inez James and Sidney Miller. Both 


vantage. 
In the 
supporting 


well-rounded 

cast adds much to the 
overall results. The Misses Vinson 
and Broderick are fine as the two 
veteran stage stars: Arthur Treacher 
excellent in his familiar butling 
role; Ernest Truex and J. Edward 
Bromberg are play producers: Minna 
Gombell, Patrice Knowles, Samuel | 
Hinds and Irving Bacon also deliver | 
creditably. 

Coincidental with trade preview of 
“Chip Off the Old Block.” young 
was inducted into the 
Army this week. However, Univer- 
sal has completed three other O’Con- 
nor features that will be spaced out 
on the releasing schedule during the 
Walt. 


production, 


Raiders of the Border 


Monogram release of Scott R. Dunlap 
Stars Johnny Mack Brown, | 
Raymond Hatton, Directed hb John P, 
Met‘arthy Screenplay by less Rowers | 
based on stor by Johuston Me tulley; 
eamera, Harry Neumann editor, Carl Pler- 
musical directo, Edward Kas At 
New York, week Feb. 8, ‘44. Running time, | 
53 MINS 
McGee Cobb | 
Steve Dick Alexander 
Blackie Stanley Price 

Slow-moving carbon of western 


prototype provides Johnny Mack 
Brown ample opportunity to display 
his fistie abilities. Short length 
poses problem in booking but should 
manage in lower dual slot. 

Brown and Hatton are U. 8. mar- 
shals huntin’ down them cattle 
rustlers. Hatton hides behind an ear 
trumpet while Brown is the front 
man and fighter of the pair, The 
rustlers who are exchanging their 
stolen beef for equally illicit Mexi- 
can jewels, are finally rounded up 
after a-series of chases. Musical 


| mit some new theatre construction is 


| where a need can be shown. 


| close a lack of entertainment 
| late 
the benefit of 
| shifts prevent them from attending 
| theatres at 


WPB 


Continued from page 1 = 


applications for the construction of 
new theatres and other amusements 
in that area, although he is not guare 
anteeing the approval of any re- 
That his unit is 
making good on its promises to per- 


shown by the fact 
were granted for 
last month, 


Here, for the benefit of showmen 
who want to build, is what WPB 
has found in the four-state area: 

Kansas City, Kansas: Needs near- 
ly everything, film houses, bowling 
alleys, dancehalls, etc. 

Independeiice, Needs bowling 
alleys. 

Eudora and De Sota, Kansas: Ap- 
pear to need almost everything in r 
the recreation and amusement way. 

Little Rock, Ark.: Needs bowling 
alleys. 

Jacksonville, Marche and Bauxite, 
Ark.: Now being studied for needs, 

Pine Block, Ark.: Needs most ree- 
reation facilities, mostly for Negroes, 

Wichita, Kansas: Needs a variety 
of amusements. 

Bellevue, Alliance, Hastings, Scrib- 
ner and McCook, Neb.: Scheduled 
for a study of their needs. 

“These are not the only communi- 
ties we are interested in,’ said Me- 
Murphey. “We are interested in 
any application for any war center, 


that 
nearly 


priorities 
20 houses 


“Our dis- 
the 
for 
whose 


date 
in 
hours 


investigations to 


night and morning 


war workers 


any other time. So far 
as we can find out, many showmen 
are missing a chance to make money 
by failing to operate during those 
hours. In addition, prospective the- 
atre builders willing to keep open 
during those hours, have a good 
chance of getting our approval for 
construction of theatres and other 
amusenients.” 


$200 THEATRE ROBBERY 
Austin, Feb. 15. 

An unmasked bandit Friday night 
robbed the Varsity (Interstate) of 
$200. 

He took the cash from three wom- 
en employees as they were prepar- 
ing to transfer the money from the 
boxoffice to the theatre. 


i 
| | 
| 
it 
it 
| 
| 
| | 
| 
| a | | | 
| | | | | 
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Lucas-Hutton Tilt ‘Career Girl’ To 
Hot $25,000 in Chi; ‘Higher’ Tall 236 


Chicago, Feb. 15. + 


A blizzard and cold wave dipped | 
into grosses some but unless more 
snow is encountered, receipts this 
week should stack up satisfactorily. 
Only three new films are in Loop 
this week. “Higher and Higher” got 
a good start at the Palace and should 
do $23,000. “Jack London” opened 
fairly well at the Apollo with $8,000 
looked for. “Career Girl” coupled 
with Clyde Lucas band at the Ori- 
ental is headed for big $25,000. 
Estimates for This Week 
Apollo (B&K) (1,200; 50-85) —“Jack 
London” (UA). Snug $8,000. Last 
week, “Lodger” (20th) and “Lucky 
Cowboy” (Par), nice $10,000. | 
Chicago (B&K) (4,000; 50-85)—"No | 
Time Love” (Par) and Dean Murphy | 
heading stage show (2d wk). Sturdy 
$45,000. Last week, solid $55,000. 
Garrick (B&K) (900; 50-85) — 
“Lodger” (20th) and “Lucky Cow- | 
boy” (Par) (2d wk). Okay $7,000. 
Last week. good $8,000. 
Grand (RKO) (1,150; 40-85) —“But- 
ler’s Sister” (U) and “Ghost Ship” 


(RKO) (3d week in Loop). Nice 
$8,000. Last week, “Hari Kari” 
(Indie) and “Chan Secret Service” 


(Mono), about same. 

Oriental (Troquois) (3,200; 31-69) 
“Career Girl” (PRC) and Clyde 
Lucas orch and Marion Hutton on | 
stage. Big $25,000. Last week. 
“Hands Across Border” (Rep) and | 


“Hollywood Cover Girls” unit on| 
stage, nifty $23.000. 
Palace (RKO) = (2,500; 40-85)— 


“Higher Higher” (RKO) and “Rookies 
Burma” (RKO). Bright $23,000. Last 
week, “Butler’s Sister” (U) and 
“Ghost Ship” (RKO) (2d wk), fine 
$20,000. 

Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500; 50-85)— 
“Destination Tokvo” (WB) (4th wk). 
Dandy $16,000. Last week, healthy 
$19,000. 

State-Lake (B&K) (2,700; 50-85)— 
“Curie” (M-G) (4th wk). Snappy 
$24,000. Last week, fine $28,000. 

United Artists (B&K) (1,700; 50-85) 


—“Gang’s Here” (20th) (3d wk). 
Pleasing $12,000. Last week, trim 
$16,000. 

Woods (Essaness) (1,200; 50-85)— 


“Fighting Seabees” (Rep) (4th wk). 
Solid $13,000. Last week, robust 
$16,000. 


LOUD 
BALTO 


Baltimore, Feb. 15. 


In fullsome list of holdovers, 
“Around the World” tied to Jan 
Savitt band is drawing strong trade 
at combo Hipp. “Cry Havoc,” at 
Loew’s Century, is only fair. “Gung 
Ho,” rounded out its first week last 
Sunday (13) at Keith’s with smash 
$18,000. 

Estimates for This Week 


Century (Loew’s-UA) (3,000; 17-! 
55)—"Cry Havoc” (M-G).  Fairish | 
$14,000. Last week, “Song Russia” | 
(M-G) good $16,600. 

Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2,240; | 
17-66)—"Around Woria” (RKO} plus 
Jan Savitt orch. Stout $18,000. Last | 
week, second of “North Star” (RKO) | 
plus vaude, all right $14,800. 

Keith’s (Schanberger) (2,460: 17-| 
55)—"Gung Ho” (U) (2d wk). Hold- | 
ing up well at start of second round | 
yesterday (Mon.) after smash $18,000 | 
getaway. 

Maryland (Hicks). (1,240; 25-50)— 
“Leopard Man’ (RKO). Drawing 
average $4,000. Last week, “Squad- 


ron Leader X” (RKO), in similar 
at $4,200. 

Mayfair (Hicks) (980: 25-50)— 
“Sultan’s Daughter” (Rep). Nicely 


Spotted at $5.000. Last week, “Wom- 
an of Town” (UA) (2d wk), mildish 
$3.600 


New (Mechanic) (1,680: 17-55)— 
“Lifeboat” (20th) (2d wk). Main- 
taining good gait with $7,000 after 
steady preem to $9,800 

Stanley (WB) (3.280; 20-60 )—‘‘Des- 
ert Song” (WB) (2d wk) Holdin 
in sprightly style at $15.000 after 
rousing initial sesh of $21,300 

Valencia (Loew’s-UA) (1,480; 17- 
55)—"Song Russia’ (M-G) (move- 
over). Nice $6.000 after equally 
stout reaction in downstairs immedi- 
atel preceding Last week, move- 
ver of “Currie,” fine $5,700. 


<> 
= 
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$26,500 IN NEWARK 


Newark, Feb. 15. 
Lineoln’s Birthday here was stout, | 
offsetting season’s worst snow. “Des- 
ert Song” looks outstanding. 
Estimates for This Week 
Adams (Adams-Par) (1,950; 35-99) 
—‘Minesweeper” (Par) plus Shep 
Fields orch and Virginia Weidler on 
stage Lusty $18,500. Last week. 
“Saint Meets Tiger” (Rep) and Enric 
Madriguera orch, fine $16,500, and | 
better than expected. 
Branford (WB) (2,800; 20-90)— | 
‘Desert Song” (WB) and “Moonlight | 


| Havoc” (M-G) (2d wk). 
| Last week, fair $8,500. 


|“Spider Woman” (U) and “Calling 


Dr. Death” (U). Hotsy $7,000. Last 
| week, “No Time Love” (Par) (4th 
wk). pleasing $5.000, 

Palace (RKO) (2,600; 35-65)— 
“Lifeboat” (20th). Fairly good $12.- 
| 000. Last week, “Gung Ho” (U), 
sock $17,000. 

Shubert (RKO) (2,100; 35-65)— 


|*Gung Ho” (U). 


Vermont” (U),. Dandy $26,500. Last 


week, “Flesh Fantasy” (U) and 
“Springtime Johnny” (U), cheerful 
$20,000. 


Proctor’s (RKO) (3,400; 35-$1.10 )— 
“Tarzan’s Desert Mystery” (RKO) 
and “Happy Land” (20th). Fair $15,- 
000 or over. Bill opened Monday 
(14). Last week, “Where Are Chil- 
dren?” (Mono) and “Around the 
World” (RKO), sock $28,000 in 10 


days. 

Paramount (Adams-Par) * (2,000; 
55-$1.25)—"Bell Tolls” (4th wk). 
Rosy $17,500. Last week, bright $20,- 
500. 

State (Loew's) (2,600; 35-85)—"Cry 


Havoc” (M-G) and “Swing Fever” 
(M-G) (2d wk). Nifty $14,000. 
Opened Tuesday (8). Last week. 


“Girl Crazy” (M-G) and “Jeannie” 
(M-G) (2d wk), slow $10,000 in five 
days. 


Bliz Slows Cleve. But 
‘Ali Baba’ Rich $23,000; 
‘Russia’ Brisk at 166 


Cleveland, Feb. 15. 


Town was virtually snowbound 
by a blizzard over weekend, which 
socked key houses right on their 
collective chins. “Women in Bond- 
age” is setting new house record 
for Ohio on its second week, but the 
topper is “Ali Baba” at the Hipp. 

Estimates for This Week 


Allen (RKO) (3,000;  35-55)— 
“Sahara” (Col) (2d wk). Dandy 
$6,500. Last week, “Gang’s Here” 


(20th) (2d wk), great $8,500. 

Hipp (Warners) (3,700; 35-55)— 
“Ali Baba” (U). Heat turned on 
ballyhoo for great $23,000. Last 
week, “Sahara” (Col), strong $24,000. 

Lake (Warners) (800; 35-55)— 
“Gang's All Here” (20th) (3d wk). 
Weakened a bit by poor weather, 
fair $1,800. Last week “Northern 
Pursuit” (WB) (3d wk), fine $3,000. 

Ohio (Loew’s) (1,200; 40-60)— 
“Women in Bondage” (Mono.) (2d 
wk). Shooting over all obstacles for 
terrif $6,000, best since house 
opened, and might tag another h.o. 
Last week, great $10,500. 

Palace (RKO) (3,700; 35-85)— 
“Doctor’s Strangest Case” (Col) plus 
Andrews Sisters and Mitchell Ayres 
orch on stage. Stout $20,000 or over 
likely. Last week, “Sing a Jingle” 
(U) with Earl Carroll “Vanities” on 
stage, terrif $28,000. 

State (Loew’s) (3,450; 35-55)— 
“Song Russia” (M-G). Took lam- 
basting from crix, but $16,000 is like- 
ly. Last week, “Lost Ange)” (M-G), 
solid $18,500. 

Stillman (Loew’s) (2,700; 35-55)— 
“Lost Angel’ (M-G) (2d wk). 
Robust %7,500. Last week, “Curie 
(M-G) (3d wk), grand $9,500. 


Broke’-Kay Leading 
Cincy at Okay $22,000 


Cincinnati, Feb. 15. 
Icy streets crippled street car and 
auto traffic in this hilly burg over 
the weekend, cutting deeply into biz. 
Only house showing a gain over last 
week is the Lyric, hotsy on twin 
chillers “Spider Woman” and “Call- 


ing Dr. Death.” Two other houses 
have firstruns, the Palace tugging 


fairly good on “Lifeboat” and Keith’s 
is under par with “Cross of Lor- 
raine.” 
Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (3,100;  44-85)— | 
“Beautiful But Broke” (Col) andj 
Beatrice Kay heading stage lineup. | 
Fair $22.000. Last week, “Gillespie’s 
Criminal Case” (M-G) and Andrews 
Sisters. others, on stage, big $28,000. 


First Runs on Broadway 


(Subject to Change) 


Week of Feb. 17 

Astor — “Lifeboat” (20th) (6th 
week). 

(Reviewed in “Variety” Jan. 19) 

Capitol—Song of Russia” (M- 
G) (24 week). 

(Reviewed in “Variety” Dec. 29) 

Criterion—"Gung Ho” (U) (4th 
week ). 

(Reviewed in ‘“‘Variety"’ Dec. 22) 

Globe—"The Uninvited” (Par) 
(19). 

(Reviewed in “Variety” Jan. 5) 

Holly wood—"Passage to Mar- 
seille’ (WB) (16). 

(Reviewed in current issue) 

Music Hall—‘Jane Eyre” (20th) 
(3d week). 

(Reviewed in “Variety” Feb. 2) 

Palace—“Action in Arabia” 
(RKO) (18). 


(Reviewed in current issue) 


Paramount—"The Miracle of 
Morgan’s Creek” (Par) (5th 
week ). 


(Reviewed in “Variety” Jan. 5) 
Rialto — “Calling Dr. Death” 
(U) (2d week). 
(Reviewed in “Variety"” Dec. 15) 
Rivoli—‘‘Song of Bernadette” 
(20th) (4th week). 
(Reviewed in “Variety” Dec. 22) 
Roxy—"The Sullivans” (20th) 
(2d week). 
(Reviewed in “Variety” Feb. 9) 
Strand—‘“In Our Time” (WB) 
(2d week). 
(Reviewed in “Variety” Feb. 2) 


PACES 


Broadway business, though still 
ranging generally from good to 


strong, was marred by an all-day 
snowstorm Friday (11) and flurries, 
plus slushy streets, the next day 
which held the usual Saturday take 


down. In addition, Lincoln's birth- 
day broke inauspiciously this year 
by falling on Saturday (12). With 


streets a bit more navigable Sunday 
(13), trade hit around normal that 
day, but biz was again off Monday 
night (14) because of heavy rain. 
Three shows of major importance. 
all in stageshow houses came in 
during the week. The Capitol, with 
“Song of Russia” and an all-colored 
in-person bill including Lionel 
Hampton orch, Buck and Bubbles, 
Mills Bros. and team of Pops and 
Louie, was hurt by weather, along 
with other theatres but still will do 
big at $68,000 or thereabouts.” New 
show, whose opening Friday 


has gained plenty of momentum is 
Strand’s “In Our Time” and Ina Ray 
Hutton band plus 
Looks strong $52,000 or over on first 
week. 

The Roxy is short of sensational 
with “The Sullivans,” despite all the 
publicity and exploitation the pic- 


days’ gross of $72,000, through last 
night (Tuesday) rates more than 


MPLS. 146 


Minneapolis, Feb. 15. 

“Destination Tokyo” is out front 
currently, followed by “In Old Okla- 
homa.” They’re the only important 
newcomers. Showhouses got a bad 
break with below zero weather over 
the weekend, when takings dipped 
badly. It was the first tough temper- 
ature handicap in months. 

Estimates for This Week 

Aster (Par-Singer) (900; 20-30)— 
“Spider Woman” (U) and “Swing 
Out Blues” (Col). Headed for good 
$2,700 in five days. “Klondike Kate” 
(Col) and “Underdog” (PRC) open 
Wednesday (16). Last week, “Old 
Chicago” (20th) (reissue) and “Har- 
vest Melody” (PRC), good $3,000. 

Century (P-S) (1,600; 40-55)—“No 
Time Love” (Par) (2d wk). Moved 
here from State. Fine $7,000 if 


ernment Girl’ (RKO) (2d wk), good 
$6,000. 

Gopher (P-S) (1,000; 35)—‘“Ald- 
rich, Boy Scout” (Par). Good $4,000. 
Last week, “Where Are Children?” 
(Mono) (2d wk), strong $3,500 after 
terrific $6,800 first week, making $10,- 
300 for fortnight, exceptional. 

Lyrie (P-S) (1,100; 40-55)—“North 


from Orpheum. Nice $5,000. Last 
week, “Gang’s Here” (20th) (2d wk), 
nifty $6,500. 


Old Oklahoma” (Rep). 
vertised for fancy $13,000. Last week, 


tion” with Junior Chamber of Com- 
merce sponsorship. Big $14,000 is 


likely. Last week, “No Time Love” 
(Par), boff $15,500. 

Uptown (Par) (1,100: 30-40)— 
“Thousands Cheer” (M-G). First 
nabe showing. High $4.000 indicated 
Last week. “Riding High” (Par), 


good $3,000. 

World (Par-Steffes) (350: 40-75)— 
“Tartu” (M-G) (2d wk). After fine 
$3,000 first week, a good $2,000 in 
prospect. 


Mont’; ‘Girl Crazy’ 11G 


Capitol (RKO) = (2,000; 35-65)— | 
“Curie’ (M-G) (3d wk). All right 
$6.000. Last week, hefty $8.000. 

Family (RKO) (1,000: 25-35)—)} 
“Raiders of Border” (Mono) and| 
“Klondike Kate” (Col) split with 
“Million Dollar Kid” (Mono) and 
“Nabonga” (PRC). Steady $2.400. 
Ditto last week for “Aldrich Haunts 
House” (Par) and “Blazing Frontier’ | 


(PRC) divided with “Submarine 
Bast (PRC) and “California Joe 


{ rep) 
Grand (RKO) (1.430; 35-65)—“Cry 
Mild $6,000. 


Keith’s (United) (1.500; 35-65)— 
“Cross Lorraine” (M-G). Poor $4,000. 
Last week, “Government Girl’ 
(RKO) (3d wk). nice $5,000. 


Lyric (RKO) (1.400; 35-65)— 


Moveover. Strong 
$5.500. Same last week on “Desert 
Song” (WB) (2d run). | 


- aad 


Montreal, Feb. 15 
All three deluxe houses are in the 
money currently, with “Guadalcanal 


| Diary” in the lead 
Estimates for This Week 

Palace (CT) (2,700: 30-62)—‘“Gir]l 
Crazy” (M-G). Pacing nifty $11.000 
Last week. “No Time Love” (Par) 
nice $10.000 

Capitol (CT) (2.700: 30-62 )—‘Gua- 
dalcanal Diary” (20th) and “Sing 
Jingle” (U). Lush $12,000. Last week 
“Salute Marines” (M-G) and “She's 
for Me” (U). trim $9.000 

Loew’s (CT) (2.800; 35-67 )—“Thou- 


sands Cheer” (M-G) (3d wk). Point- 


ing to rich $10,000 following socko 
$13,000 second sesh. 

Princess (CT) (2,300: 30-52)— 
“Whistling Brooklyn” (M-G) and 
“Dr. Gillespie’s Criminal Case” (M- 


G). Grand $7.000 in sight. Last week, | 


“Fired Wife” (U) and 
Uncle” (U). fat $6,500. 

Strand (United Amusements) (750: 
35-45 I—“Kansan” (UA) and “Smart 
Guy” (Mono). Sighting rich $4.000. 
Last week, “Unknown 
(Mono) and “Women in 
(Mono), $3,800. 

Orpheum (CT) 
“Tartu” (M-G> and “Young Ideas” 
(M-G) (2d wk). Solid $3,500 ahead 
after handsome $4,500 opener. 


“So’s Your 


Bondage” 


(1,100: 30-60)— 


weather moderates. Last week, “Gov- | 


Star” (RKO) (2d wk). Brought here | 


Orpheum (P-S) (2,800; 40-55)—“In | 
Heavily ad- | 


“North Star” (RKO), $10,500. 
State (P-S) (2,300: 40-55)—‘“Des- 
tination Tokyo” (WB). Advertised | 


as “Special Americanization Attrac- | 


Guest” | 


satisfactory in view of weather. On 
stage are Martha Raye, Rosario and 
Antonio, and others. New bill at the 
'second-run State, made up of 
“Madame Curie” and Ed Sullivan, 
Daily News columnist. with a revue. 
is not too hot at $28,000 but good. 
“Calling Dr. Death,” at the little 
Rialto, started out stoutly at $11,000, 
and holds. 

A fresh arrival today 
day) is 


(Wednes- 
“Passage to Marseille,” which 


on Friday (18) brings in “Action in 


Uninvited” Saturday (19). 
| houses hold over. 
Estimates for This Week 
Astor (Loew's) (1.140: 55-$1.10)— 
“Lifeboat” (20th) (6th wk). Hold- 


| last night (Tuesday) at $22,000, while 
fourth was $26,000. 


ture has received, but initial seven! 


BIG 


Bliz Slows B'way; ‘Sullivans’-Raye 
OK 726, Our Time -Hutton Fast 526, 
Russia -All-Colored Unit Big $68,000 


profit-getter at $72,000. Last week, 
third for “Lodger” (20th). with 
Lower Basin St. airshow, Laird Cre- 
gar, Paul Lavalle, Milton Cross, Jack 
Durant. Hal LeRoy and Maurice 
Rocco, $72,500, very big. 

State (Loew’s) (3,450; 35-$1.10)— 
“Curie” (M-G) (2d run) and Ed Sul- 
livan with revue on stage. Short of 
strong but good at $28,000 or over. 
Last week, “What a Woman” (Col) 
(2d run) and Marion Hutton, Wesson 
Bros., others. in person, over $30,000. 

Strand (WB) (2,756: 35-$1.10)—"‘In 
Our Time” (WB) and Ina Ray Hutton 


' band plus Three Stooges. Hurt by 
blizzard opening day but hitting 


(11) 
was hurt by blizzard that day but |! 


fancy stride since then, initial week 
should get to $52,000 or over. big, 
and holds. Last week, sixth for “Des- 
tination Tokyo” (WB) and Charlie 
Barnet orch, Ella Mae Morse, others, 
$42.000, excellent. 

Vitoria (Maurer) (720: 55-$1.10)— 
“North Star” (Goldwyn-RKO) (15th 
wk). Holding to around $11,000, this 


| week (15th), good, and goes another; 


Three Stooges. | next 


last stanza (14th) was $11,500. Closes 
Wednesday (23), with “No 
Greater Love” (Artkino), Russian- 
made, opening following day. 


ACE 


Kansas City, Feb. 15. 
Sub-zero weather socked week- 
end grosses at the deluxers. Topper 
looks like “Fighting Seabees,” day- 


| and-date at the Esquire, Uptown and 
Fairway. “Lost Angel,’’ dualed with 
| “Beautiful But Broke” at the Midland, 


lands at the Hollywood. The Palace | looks good. Henry Busse and his 


band are upping the take for “Some- 


Arabia.” while the Globe opens “The | one to Remember” at the Tower. 
All other | 


Estimates for This Week 


Esquire, Uptown and _ Fairway 
(Fox-Midwest) (820. 2.043 and 700: 
40-60)—“Fighting Seabees” (Rep). 


ing up well. fifth week having ended | 


(4.820: 35-$1.10) 


Capito] (Loew's) 
|—“Song Russia’ (M-G) and Lionel 
| Hampton orch, Buck and Bubbles, } 


Mills Bros. and Pops and Louie on 
| Stage. Despite weather setbacks, 


looks big $68,000 or in that vicinity, | 


| holding. Last week, seventh for 
| “Guy Named Joe” (M-G), Kathryn 
| Grayson, Richard Himber orch, Lou 
| Holtz and “Rags” Ragland, topped 
| $50,000, excellent. 

| Criterion (Loew’s) (1,700: 35-$1.25) 
|—‘Gung Ho” (U) (4th wk). Con- 
tinues at a snappy gait. third week 
through Monday (14) having gone 
| to big $30,000. while the second was 
a fancy $36,000. 

Globe. (Brandt) (1.416; 35-85)— 
|“Where Are Children?” (Mono) (¢5th- 
final wk). Winds up highly profit- 


| able run at $11.000; last week (4th) 
was $15,700. “The Uninvited” (Par) 
opens Saiurday (19). 


Hollywood (WB) (1.499: 44-$1.25) 
—“Passage to Marseilles’ (WB). 
Takes occupancy here téday (Wed- 
nesday) after somewhat spotty re- 
sults with “Desert Song” (WB). final 
five days on ninth week being $8,500, 


the eighth stanza $13.800, both light 
Palace- (RKO) (1.700: 35-$1.10) 
| “Three Russian Girls” (UA) (2d- 


final wk). Dropping to around $16.- 
000, mgildish: first seven days was 
$21,000, suitable. “Action in Arabia” 


| (RKO) opens Friday (18). 
Paramount (Par) (3,664: 35-$1.10) 
—‘Miracle Morgan's Creek” (Par), 


plus Johnny Long orch. Hazel Scott 
others, on stage (5th-final wk). Still 
very sockful, with fourth weel 
ended last night (Tuesday) |} 
$72.000, while third was outst 
$85,000. “Lady in Dark Par) ane 
Xavier Cugat come ext Tue 
(22), day ahead o ( le ( 
to catch the bi 
crowd . 

Radio City Music Hall (Rockefe]l 
lers) (5.945: 44-$1.65) Jane Ey 
20th) anc tage ho (2d wk) 
Maintal terrific pace t} week 
(2d) appearing ¢ xtremely good $105.- 
000; first seven days hit $110.000, 
very big. Holds over. 


_ Rialto (Mayer) (994; 28-65 )—“Call- 
ing Dr. Death” (U). On way to 
| strong $11,000, and remains over. Last 

week, second for “Return of Vam- 
| pire” (Col) was $8,300, good. 

Rivoli (UA-Par) (2,092: 75-$1.65)— 
| “Bernadette” (20th) (4th wk). Ex- 
cellent sustained draught of this one 
brought third week's take last night 
(Tuesday) to $47,000, smashy. Pre- 
ceding weck (2d) went to $56,000. 
Roxy (20th) (5,886: 55-$1.10)— 
“Sullivans” (20th) and, on 
Martha Raye, Rosario and Antonio, 
others (2d wk). 
| weather and while not socko two 
i prior to snowstorm, on week 


ended last night (Tuesday), good! (RKO) (st run). about same. 


stage: | 
| plus 
Held down by bad | 
iTime Love” 


Sturdy $14,000. Last week. “Lodger” 
(20th), fair $11,000, but below expec- 
tations. 

Midland (Loew's) (3,500: 35-55)— 
“Lost Angel” (M-G) and “Beautiful 


But Broke” (Col). Fancy $13,000. 
Last week, “Whistling Brooklyn” 
(M-G) and “Tartu” (M-G), nice 


$12.700, somewhat over hopes. 


Newman (Paramount) (1.900: 40- 
60)—“No Time Love” (Par) (2d wk). 


Lush $13,000 after torrid $17,000 
opening round to pace the town. 


Third stanza likely. 

Orpheum (RKO) (1,500; 40-60)— 
“Old Acquaintance” (WB) and “Find 
Blackmailer” (WB) (2d wk). Good 
$10.000 following splendid $13,000 
initial frame. 


Tower (Fox-Joffee) (2,100: 35-50) 
—“Someone to Remember” (Rep) 
with Henry Busse’s orch on stage. 


Big $12,000, largely on Busse crew. 
Last week. “Moonlight Vermont” (U) 
and “She’s for Me” (U) with stage 


Williams Up ‘Moment’ 
To Hot $18,000, Omaha 


Omaha, February 15. 

Terrific snowstorm and 19 below 
zero weather lasting over last Thurs- 
day and Friday killed off any 
chance of top business despite first- 
class atiractions. Cootie Williams’ 
band, Ella Fitzgerald, the Four Ink- 
spots and other acts with “Never a 
Dull) Moment” only delayed at 
Orpheum opening Friday but the 
to poiled a big day Despite 

vill land strong s« ion because 
eekend busine picked up 
Estimates for This Week 

Orpheum (Tristates) (3.000: 20-65) 

“Never Dull Moment” (U) and 
Cootie William orch. Ella Fitz- 
ild Inkspot othe on tace ran 
nto storm but likely will get nearly 
$18.000. smash even normally Last 
v k, “Whistling Brookly (M-G) 
with Henry Busse orch on stage, 
big $16,200. 

Paramount (Tristates) (3.000: 15- 
55 )—"*Madame Curie” (M-G).. Also 
storm victim. Slow $8.500. Last 
week, “Lassie Come Home” (M-G) 


sock $13.600, one of best in months. 

Brandeis (Mort Singer) (1.500: 15- 
553—“What a Woman” (Col) and 
“Find Blackmailer” (WB). Fine 
$11,500 for 11 days. Last week, big 
$9,200 for single week. 

Ohama (Tristates) (2.000: 15-55j— 
“Lassie Come Home” (M-G). Moved 
from Paramount for second week 
new first run “Hi-Ya, Sailor” 
Good $8,000. Last week, “Na 
(Par). moveover for 


(U). 


| second week and “Seventh Victim” 
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HUMPHREY 


ai Wlatwao, the Devoted 


PASSAGE 


BY THE AUTHORS OF ‘MUTINY 3 BOUNTY’ 
WILL BEGIN ITS FIRST EXTENDED RUN 
TODAY AT THE HOLLYWOOD,N.Y. 
... AGAIN AN ATTRACTION IN WHICH 
IS COMBINED THE “GOOD CITIZENSHIP 
AND GOOD PICTURE MAKING OF 


*N. TIMES 


Jack bis Warner, Executive Producer 


WITH THIS 
REMARKABLE =, 
SUPPPORTING CAST 


PRODUCTION 
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| | | 
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| | Cosey Robinson & Jack Moffitt * From a Novel . 
| 


! Wednesday, Feb 16, 194 
| __ Wednesday, February 1944 VARIETY 13 


4 
Ys 


“4 
SPY?) 


| 
7 =>, 
SS 
lovel tles N > 4 . 
ordhoff & James Norman Hall * Music by Max Steiner 
\ 
REMEMBER! March 15th Deadline jor 


Honored Hundred Bond Reports to State Chairmen? 


| 
) 
an 
ay 
| aa 
Ne 
| 
Be 
| | 
| 
| | 


14 


PICTURE GROSSES 


VARIETY 


Wednesday, February 16, 1944 


« first. 


Bliz Blitzes Hub But ‘Tokyo’ Hot 


At $26,000; ‘Govt. Girl-Prima Ditto 


Boston, Feb. 15. +4 


While a blizzard blitzed the gee 
weekend, biz was generally off any- 
how. Exceptionally big is “Destina- | 


tion Tokyo,” which is going top speed 


at the Met. Louis Prima band andi 
“Government Girl’ are doing about! 
the same biz at the RKO Boston. 
“His Butler's Sister” opened very big | 
at the Memorial yesterday. Other- 
wise it's quiet around town. 

Estimates for This Week | 

Boston ‘«(RKO) (3,200; 44-99)— 
“Government Girl’ (WB) plus Louis 
Prima band. others, on stage. Off 
on account of weather, but $26,000 is 
tidy enough and may build. Last 
week, “Heat's On” (Col) plus Shep 
Fields orch. very big $33,000. 

Fenway ‘(M-P) (1,373; 35-65)—“Old 
Acquaintance” (WB) and “Mine- 
sweeper” (Par). Here after two 
weeks at Met. moderate $5,000. Last 
week, “Fighting Seabees” (Rep) and 
“Clementine” (2d), $5,800. 

Memorial (RKO) (2,900; 44-75)— 
“Butler's Sister” (U) and ‘Weekend 
Pass” (U). Opened yesterday (15) 
to full house at all shows. Last week, 
“North Star” «RKO) and “Gilder- 
sleeve B'way” (RKO) (2d wk), okay 
$16.000. 

Metropolitan (M-P) (4,367; 35-65) 
—"Destination Tokyo” (WB) and 
“Aldrich Boy Scout’ (Par). Doing 
fine $26.000. bad break in weather for 
it. Extra long bill cutting into turn- 
over here. also. Last week, “Riding 
High” (Par) and “Find Blackmail- 
er” (WB), fine $23,000. 

Orpheum ‘Loew) (2,900; 44-65)— 
“What a Woman” (Col) and “Swing 
Blues” (Col). Held over for a mod- 
erate $18.000 following weak $24,000 


on first. 
Paramount ‘(M-P) (1,700; 35-€5)— 
“Old Acquaintance” (WB) and 


“Minesweeper” (Par). Here from the 
Met, and okay at average $12,000. 
Last week. “Fighting Seabees” (Rep) 
and “Clementine” (Rep) (2d wk), 
about same. 

State (Loew) (3,200; 44-65)—“What 
a Woman” (Col) and “Swing Blues” 
(Col) (2a wk). H.O. hardly war- 
ranted at $7,000 after slow $8,800 


Translux ‘Translux) (900: 28-65)— 
“Where Are Children?” (Mono) and 
“Danger Woman” (PRC). Finished 
three-week sesh at likely fine $6,000; 
after great $7.200 on second frame. 


‘CURIE’ BOFF $25,500 
IN FORTE SEATTLE 


Seattle, Feb. 15. 
“Madame Curie” is way out in 
front this week, day-dating at Fifth 
Ave. and Music Hall. “Gung Ho” 
looks strong at Orpheum on its sec- 
ond frame. 
Estimates for This Week 


Blue Mouse (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(800; 40-75)—“Ghost Ship” (RKO) 
and “Doctor Death” (U). Good $5,- 
000. Last week “Whistling in Brook- 
lyn” (M-G) (3d wk), $7,000 in nine 
days. 

Fifth Avenue (H-E) (2,349; 40-75) 
—“Madame Curie’ (M-G). Sock 
$17,000. Last week, “North Star” 
(RKO) (2d wk), fairisn 37,606. 


Liberty (‘J-vH) (1,650; 40-65)— 
“What a Woman” (Col) (7th wk). 
Steady extended run, Nice $6,000. 


week, “Government Girl” (RKO) 
and “Spider Woman” (U), okay 
$18,000. 


Fox (Fabian) (4,023; 35-75)—‘Des- 
tination Tokyo” (WB) and “Girl 
Monterey” (PRC) (3d wk). Attrac- 
tive $17.000. Last week, hefty $26,000. 

Metropolitan (Loew's) (3,618; 35- 
75)—“Curie” (M-G) (2d wk). Satis- 
factory $17,000. Last week, fine $29,- 
000. 


Paramount (Fabian) (4,020; 35-75) 
—Miracle Morgan's Creek” (Par) 
and “Hands Across Border” (Rep) 
(2d wk). Pleasing $26,000. Last week, 
huge $37,000. 

Strand (WB) (2.952; 35-75-$1.10)— 
“Bell Tolls’ (Par) (4th wk). Fast 
$10,000. Last week, loud $16,000. 


‘Lifeboat’ High $30,400 
Philly Topper; ‘Angel’ 
136, ‘Desert’ 216, 2d 


Philadelphia, Feb. 15. 

Weekend blizzard probably won't 
halt the upward trend in biz cur- 
rently. Grosses are keeping their 
torrid pace despite many holdovers. 
Sailing to top money is “Lifeboat,” 
which preemed at the Fox this se- 
mester. “Lost Angel” and “The Heat’s 
On,” latter teamed with Tony Pas- 
tor’s band, are the only other new 
films this week. 

Estimates for This Week 


Aldine (WB) (1,303; 35-75)—“Lost 
Angel” (M-G). Fine $13,000. Last 
week, “Cry Havoc” (M-G), satisfac- 
tory $10,200 for holdover sesh. 

Arcadia (Sablosky) (600; 35-75)— 
“Thousands Cheer” (20th) (2d run). 
Excellent $7,000. Last week, “Destin- 
ation Tokyo” (WB), bright $8,000 
second run. 

Boyd (WB) (2.500; 35-75)—“Ma- 
dame Curie” (M-G) (4th wk). Hefty 
$14,500 on heels of powerful $19,200 
third trip. 

Earle (WB) (2,760; 35-85)—‘‘Heat’s 
On” (20th) plus James Barton and 
Tony Pastors orch on stage bill; $19,- 
500, good in view of weather. Last 
week, “Doughboys Ireland” (Col) 
plus Tommy Dorseys band, giant 
$41,500, but not quite up to record- 
breaker anticipated. 

Fox (WB) (2,245; 35-75)—“Life- 
boat” (20th). Reaping dividends on 
publicity with bangup $26,500 plus 
neat $3,900 for Sunday Earle show- 
ing. Last week, “Riding High” (Par), 
trim $14,600 for second week. 

Kariten (Goldman) (1,000; 35-75) 
—“Johnny Come Lately” (UA) (2d 
run). Fair $6,500. Last week, “What 
a Woman” (Col), bullish $9,100. 

Keith’s (Goldman) (2,220; 35-75)— 
‘Happy Land” (20th) (2d run). So-so 
$5,000. Last week, “Cross Lorraine” 
(M-G), sad $4,000 for second run. 

Mastbaum (WB) (4,692: 35-75)— 
“Desert Song” (WB) (2d wk). Eas- 
ing off to normal $21,000 after torrid 
$36,200 for opener plus husky $4,500 
for one-day showing at Earle. 

Stanley (WB) (2,015; 35-75)— 
“Fighting Seabees” (Rep) (3d wk). 
Keeping fast pace with solid $15,500 
for third cruise. Second week, strong 
$19,200. 

Stanton (WB) (1,475: 35-75)—“lack 
London” (3d wk). Drooping to fair- 
ish $8,500 after superb $13,400 for 
second week. 


Last week, big $6,200. 

Music Box ‘(H-E) 
“Government Girl” (RKO) (4th wk). 
In four days chalking up neat $3,700. 
Last week fine $5,800. 

Music Hall (H-E) (2,200; 40-75)— 
“Madame Curie” (M-G). Big $8,500. 
Last week “Crime School” (WB) and 
“Girls on Probation’ (WB) (vreis- 
sues), good at $5,700. 

Orpheum (‘(H-E) (2,600; 40-75)— 
“Gung Ho” (U) (2d wk). Rousing 
$9,000 in five days. Last week great 
$15,300. 

Palomar (Sterling) (1,350; 30-75)— 
“Melody Parade” (Mono), plus stage 
show. Fine $9,500. Last week “Chil- 
dren (Mono) and vaude, solid 
$10,300. 

Paramount (H-E) (3,039; 40-75)— 
“Butler's Sister” (U) (24 wk). Hold- 
ing enly 4 days ef second session, but 


(850; 40-75)— | 


| Legit at War Front 


Continued from page 1 


some camps over here, regular per- 
formances of the best plays, includ- 
ing current Broadway hits, are in- 
tended. 

Casts will be sure to include 
names. Well known players in 
Equity have persistently sought as- 
signments overseas and some switch- 
ed to units in their anxiety to par- 
ticipate in entertainment at the 
fronts. Expected there will be a 
rush to join the Wing overseas 
stock, just as soon as it becomes of- 
ficial, if not before. 

Few stage plays were sent to the 


looks grand $6,500 for this time. Last 
week torrid $15,100. } 

Roosevelt (Sterling) (800; 40-75)—| 
“Acquaintance” (WB) (3d wk). Hot! 
$5.000. Last week big $6,700. 

Winter Garden (Sierling) (800; 15- 
30)—“Princess O'Rourke” (WB) and 
“Best Foot Forward” (M-G) (3d 


camps this season, one reason being 
the difficulty in getting baggage cars 
to carry scenery and trunks. Result 
was that the camps have seen most- 
ly shows of the vaudeville type. 
USO-CSI concentrated on 
units to the scattered war fronts, 


run), Big $4,500. Last week “Face 
It” (Par) and “Good Fellows” (Par) 
nifty $4.200 on third run. 


‘Sister’ Wow 246, B’klyn 


Brooklyn, Feb. 15. 
Snowfall failed to keep ’em away 
downtown deluxers. Town 
crowded witn holdovers, all doing 
hefty biz. “Butler's Sister,” at Al- 


bee, is strong, to pace new entries. 
Estimates for This Week 


Albee (RKO) (3,274; 35-75)—“But- 
ler’s Sister” (U) and “Rookies Bur- 


with siars doing specialties under 
conditions as met. All have returned 
with glowing reports about the way 
the boys have appreciated the en- 
tertainment. 

When stock goes to the front the 
complement will doubtless include a 
scenie artist, stagehands and, of 
course, a skilled director, in addi- 
tion to whatever props will be per- 
missible. Around the Wing and 
Equity those few in the know are 
enthusiastic over the prospects of 
getting a chance to do their bit 
overseas, aftes months of expecta- 


ma” (RKO). Wow 


$24,000. Last 


tion. 


Indpls. Bliz Hits Biz 
But ‘Angel’ Forte 10G 


Indianapolis, Feb. 15. 

Old Gen. Winter knocked the 
props from under the boxoffice here 
with the season's first real blizzard 
in current week. All grosses are 
down from recent levels, “Desert 
Song,” after sock opening at the 
Indiana, dropped 50° when storm 
hit. It's the week’s strongest con- 
tender, with “Lost Angel” at Loew's 
a close second, 

Estimates for This Week 

Cirele (Katz-Dolle) (2.800; 30-50) 
—Lodger” (20th) and “Ghost Ship” 
(20th). Tepid $8,500. Last week, 
sturdy $15,500 for “Happy Land” 
(20th) and Hal McIntyre band with 
Smiley Burnette at 65c top. 

Indiana (Katz-Dolle) (3,300; 30- 
50)—“Desert Song” (WB) and 
“Rookies Burma” (WB). Fair 
$10,500. Last week, “No Time 
Love” (Par) and “Minesweeper” 
(Par), big $14,000. 

Keith’s (Indie) (1,200; 30-55)— 
“Night of Terror’ (Indie) and 
vaude. Weak $3,600. Last week. 
“Lisbon Clipper Mystery” (Indie) 
and D’Artega orch, oke $5,000. 

Loew’s (Loew’s) (2,450; 30-50)— 
“Lost Angel” (M-G) and “Beauti- 
ful but Broke” (Col). Not so bad 
at $10,000. Last week, “Whistling 
Brooklyn” (M-G) and “Something 
About Soldier” (Col), nity $9,600. 

Lyric (Katz-Dolle) (1,600; 30-50) 
—“No Time for Love” (Par) and 
“Minesweeper” (Par). Offish $4,000 
on moveover. Last week, “Ali 
Baba” (U) and “She's for Me” (U), 
also moveover, good $4,800. 


Scully's Scraphook 


Continued from page 2 


an American dancer. He was al- 
ways wanting to drag us off to see 
her dance. 

“Let's go to a picture instead, eh?” 
we urged. 

He shook his head. “You must see 
this girl,” he insisted. 

“But there are girls in pictures, 
too.” 

“American movies stink.” 

“Stink?” 

“No entertainment. All propagan- 
da.” 

“Propaganda? Why we don’t make 
pictures for propaganda, That’s your 
racket, you Russian amoeba.” 

He laughed as only Russians can 
laugh. 

“No propaganda,” he roared. “That 
Grand Rapids furniture. Two cars 
in every garage. More mink coats 
than you'll find in Minsk. Entertain- 
ment? What entertainment?” 

“Okay.” we said, “let’s go see what 
Cochran is leaving us in the way of 
a legacy.” 

We walked up to the b.o. which in 
those days, before radio, meant box- 
office. 

“Two passes, please.” 

“Credentials?” demanded the box- 
office batman. 

“Frank Scully.” 

The guy still played it dead pan. 

“Variety,” we explained. 

He went into a huddle with the 
manager, 

“We can't do this without arrange- 
ment,” explained the guy. “These 
things have to be arranged in ad- 
vance, written in for.” 

“Have you any seats?” we asked. 

“Of course.” 

“You're playing a matinee today?” 

“In five minutes.” 

“We're here, the show's here, what 
are we waiting for?” 

“The protocol,” whispered 
moujik from Moscow. 

“We can’t do things like this on the 
spur of the moment,” the manager 
explained. “Why, we wouldn't do this 
for the ‘Daily Mail’.” 

The mugg, his amour propre cut to 
the quick, growled like thunder on 
the left. 

“Daily Mail,’ hell,” he cried, ‘this 
is ‘Variety’.” 

The managerial crew threw up 
their hands, retired behind the 


the 


wicket and came back, with two aisle 
seats, 

If you can imagine “Variety’s” 
circulation in London against the 
“Daily Mail's” 2,000,000, you can un- 
derstand that a mugg with an in- 
feriority complex would have been 
rushed off as a psychoanalytic freak. 

After that it got so that any time a 
London picture critic wanted to see a 
legit show he'd call on Mugg Scully 
to get passes for him. 

Once we tracked down the last 
pair of tickets for an opening night 
to the playwright himself. 

“All I’ve got are my own,” the 
author apologized. 

“They'll do,” assured the mugg. 

“But it’s a box,” he hedged. 

“Okay, a box.” 

After that it become tradition 
never to give Scully less than a box. 
He tramped in with all picture crit- 
ics to all legit houses, but “peace in 
our time” was popular in those days. 


Monroe Ups ‘Brooklyn’ to Robust — 


$39,000 in Det.; Gung Ho’ 


Weshner’s Pressburger 
And Rank Pix Ballyhoo 


Dave “Skip” Weshner has been re- 
tained to handle special exploitation 
for Arnold Pressburger’s “It Hap- 
pened Tomorrow,” working in con- 
junction with the United Artists’ 
advertising-publicity department. 

Weshner, who handled Walt Dis- 
ney’s “Victory Through Air Power” 
on a similar basis, has also taken 
exploitation assignment for J. Ar- 
thur Rank, who is setting up a U. S. 
organization with Arthur W. Kelly 
in charge. 

First picture to be handled by 
Weshner for Rank will be “Life and 
Death of Col. Blimp.” 


‘Song’ Strong $17,000 
In OK Pitt.; ‘Cry Havoc’ 
Plus Wald, Regan, 2336 


Pittsburgh, Feb. 15. 
Biz got a belt over the weekend 
from snow storm but recovered 
quickly Sunday (13). Takes in Jen- 
eral should be okay. Phil Regan plus 


,| Jerry Wald band with “Cry Havoc” 


at Stanley is doing very well and 
“Desert Song” will wind up heattny 
at the Penn. Holdovers everywhere 
else, with “Ali Baba and the 40 
Thieves” in second week at Harris 
leading the pack and “Gung Hd” in 
third. at Fulton keeping its head 
nicely above water. 


Estimates for This Week 

Fulton (Shea) (1,700; 30-60)— 
“Gung Ho” (U) (3d wk). Latest h.o. 
will be limited to four days, “Fight- 
ing Seabees” (Rep) opening tomor- 
row (Wednesday). In abbreviated 
session, looks satisfactory $3,500. 
Last week fine $9,200. 

Harris (Harris) (2,200; 30-60)— 
“Ali Baba’ (U) (2d wk). They're 
going for this locally, stout $10,000 
or near, Will probably move to Sen- 
ator to continue downtown run. Last 
week, grand $15,000. 

Penn (Loew’s-UA) (3,300; 30-60)— 
“Desert Song” (WB). Operetta has 
been doing terrific with $17,000 
likely. Last week, “North Star” 
(RKO), a dud at near $12,000. 

Ritz (WB) (800; 30-60)—“North 
Star’ (RKO) (2d wk). Moved here 
from Penn and doing no better. 
Brutal $1,800 is likely. Last week, 
“Government Girl” (RKO), after 
Penn and Warner engagements, fair 
enough $2,500. 

Senator (Harris) (1.750: 30-60)— 
“Lodger” (20th) (4th wk). Held over 
for second week here after playing 
a couple at Harris. Holding up nicely 
on home stretch for $2,700 or better. 
Last week, “Lodger,” over $4,000. 

Stanley (WB) (3,800; 30-75)—“Cry 
Havoc” (M-G) and Phil Regan-Jerry 
Wald orch plus vaude headed by 
Phil Regan. Regan’s popular locally 
and has been ever since he started 
coming to WB deluxer about 10 
years ago. Heading for neat $23,500. 
Last week, Vaughn Monroe orch and 


“Tarzan’s Desert Mystery” (RKO), 
$23,000. 

Warner (WB) (2.000; 30-60)— 
“Madame Curie” (M-G) (3d wk). 


Staying here for second week, having 
previously played Penn. Looks lively 
at $6,500 or near. Last week, fine 


$8,500 


ESCAPE’ SOCKEROO 
$18,000, TOPS BUFF. 


Buffalo, Feb. 15. 

“None Shall Escape” is leading the 
city at the Lafayette, but “The Lod- 
ger” also shapes strong at the big 
Buffalo. 

Estimates for This Week 

Buffalo (Shea) (3,500; 35-65)— 
“Lodger” (20th) and “Aldrich, Boy 
Scout” (Par). Bright $16,000. Last 
week “In Our Time” (WB), power- 
ful $19,000. 

Great Lakes (Shea) (3,000; 35-65) 
—“Song Russia’ (M-G) and “Doc- 
tor’s Strangest Case” (Col) (2d wk). 
Robust $12,000. Last week sock $18,- 
000, and lots better than expected. 

Hipp (Shea) (2,100; 35-65)—“In 
Our Time” (WB) (2d wk). Mild 
$7,000. Last week “Cry Havoc” (M- 
G) and “Murder Times Square” 
(Col) (2d wk), only fair $7,500. 

Lafayette (Basil) (3,300; 35-65)— 
“None Shall Escape” (Col) and 
Ireland” (Col). Riding 
to tall $18,000 to pace city. Last week 
“Where Are Children” (Mono) and 
“Spotlight Scandals” (2d wk), bang- 
up $10,000. 


20th Century (Ind) (3,000; 35-65)— 
“Fighting Seabees” (Rep) and “Hoo- 
sier Holiday” (Rep) (2d wk). Trim‘ 


$19,000 after smash $18,000 last ses- 
sion, 


Loud 306 


Detroit, Feb. 15, 

First real blizzayd of the winter 
cut into this week’s grosses, partic- 
ularly on the usual boomish week. 
end. Michigan will do well with 
“Whistling in Brooklyn” helped by 
Vaughn Monroe’s band while the 
Fox stays strong with “Gung Ho” 
and “Cowboy Canteen.” 

Estimates for This Week 

Adams (Balaban) (1,700; 55-75)— 
“Lifeboat” (20th) and “She’s For 
Me” (U) (2¢ wk). From week at 
Fox, okay $9,500. Last week, “Flesh 
Fantasy” (U) (2d wk) and “Moon- 
light Vermont” (U), sock $10,200. 

Broadway-Capitol (United Detroit) 


(2.800; 55-75)—“Tender Comrade” 
(RKO) and “Aldrich, Boy Sceut* 
(Par). (3d wk). Switched-in from 


Michigan for fine $15,000. Last week, 
“Thousands Cheer” (M-G) and 
“Murder Waterfront” (WB) (6th 
wk), solid $10,000 in final week. 

Fox (Fox-Michigan) (5,000; 55-75) 
Ho,” “Cowboy Canteen” 
(Col). Stout $30,000 or over. Last 
week, “Lifeboat” (20th) and “She's 
For Me” (U), sockeroo $37,000. 

Madison (United Detroit) (1,800; 
55-75) —“Thank Lucky Stars” (WB) 
and “Happy Land” (20th). Back in 
loop for okay $5,000. Last week, “Du- 
Barry” (M-G) and “Hangmen Also 
Die” (UA), ditto. 

Michigan (United Detroit) (4,000; 
55-75) —“Whistling Brooklyn” (M-G) 
plus Vaughn Monroe orch on stage. 
Robust $39,000. Last week, “Tender 
Comrade” (RKO) and “Aldrich, Boy 
Scout” (Par) (2d wk), stout $23,000. 

Palms-State (United Detroit) (3,- 
000; 55-75)—“Cry Havoc” (M-G) and 
“Swing Fever” (M-G). Husky $19,000, 
Last week, “Higher, Higher” (RKO) 
and “Woman of Town” (UA) (2d 
wk), good $13,000 after first week's 
strong $18,000. 

United Artists (United Detroit) 
(2,000; 55-75)—“Curie” (M-G) (3d 
wk). Still moving briskly at $14,000 
after last week’s nifty $17,000. 


REELECT WB SLATE 


AT ANNUAL MEETING 


Wilmington, Del., Feb. 15. 

Six directors were unanimously re- 
elected for two-year terms and a 
routine amendment was adopted at 
the annual stockholders’ meeting of 
Warner Bros, here today. Harry M. 
Warner, Major Albert Warner, Jack 
L .Warner, Joseph Bernhard, Robert 
W. Perkins and Waddill Catchings 
were named directors to serve two 
years, 

Because the corporation redeemed 
and retired all preferred shares last 
year, Article 4 of the Warners’ cer- 
tificate was amended to eliminate 
any reference to this stock. 

Jacques Kopfstein, sales manager 
for Astor Pictures, offered to pay 
Warners $1,000,000 for 50 pictures, all 
more than five years old, claiming 
that this would make possible a 5% 
dividend by Warner Bros. Kopfstein 
admitted he had not made the offer 
to executives of Warners when 
questioned by Perkins, who said he 
would take it to them. Perkins ob- 
served that the films might be worth 
more than $1,000,000. Kopfstein 
wanted to pick the films in his pro- 
posed deal. 

Claiming he had difficulty in ob- 
taining the names of company stock- 
holders from stock transfer agents in 
N. Y., Kopfstein stated there was 
some dissatisfaction because no divi- 
dend had been paid, his personal 
belief being that the company should 
be on a divvy-paying basis. He felt 
that possibly there should be some 
changes in the homeoffice, but found 
no fault with production department. 


SAG Committee Will 
Study Merger Plan 


Hollywood, Feb. 15. 

Screen Actors Guild appointed a 
committee to study a proposal to 
merge all players’ guilds into one 
nationwide ‘union. Appointments 
were made after Jack Dales, execu- 
tive secretary, reported on his re- 
cent conferences in N. Y. with of- 
ficials of the Associated Actors and 
Artistes of America. 

Fact-finding committee consists of 
Lucille Gleason, Walter Abel, Gene 
Kelly, Richard Whorf, Morgan Wal- 
lace and Boris Karloff. 


Orry Kelly Leaves WB 


Hollywood, Feb. 15. 

Orry Kelly resigned as head fash- 
ion designer at Warners studio by 
mutual agreement. No successor has 
been named to date. 

Kelly had designed styles on the 
Burbank lot for a number of years 
except for nine months in the Army. 
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Bridge’ Fine $15,500, Frisco: ‘Flesh’ 
Fat 21, Bondage’-Stager Trim 276 


San Francisco, Feb. 15. 4 


Ilypoed by top pictures, personal 
appearances and better weather, 
Frisco deluxers are doing well after 
last week's record session. “Bridge 
of San Luis Rey” looks stout at 
United Artists, but “Curie” at Para- 
mount is outstanding of newcomers. 
May hit new record. “Lifeboat” looks 
excellent at the Fox as does “Flesh 
and Fantasy” at Orpheum and 
“Women in Bondage” at Warfield. 

Estimates for This Week 

Fox (FWC) (5.000; 55-75)—‘Life- 
boat” (20th) and “Chan Secret Sery- 
ice’ (Mono). Excellent $28,500. Last 
week, “Desert Song” (WB) and 
“Aldrich, Boy Scout” (Par), strong 
$34,500. 

Paramount (FWC) (2,470; 55-75)— 
“Madame Curie” (M-G). Pegged sock 
$35,000, and possibly new record. Last 
week, “Whistling Brooklyn” (M-G) 
and “Cross of Lorraine” (M-G) 
sturdy $25,000. 

St. Francis (FWC) (1,475; 55-75)— 
“Desert Song” (WB) and “Aldrich, 
Boy Scout” (Par). Moved over from 
Fox for continued firstrun, smash 
$16,000. Last week, “Happy Land” 
(20th) and “Hands Across Border” 
(Rep), fair $11,000. 

Warfield (FWC) (2,650; 55-75)— 
“Women in Bondage” (Mono) with 
stage show. Robust $27,000. Last 
week, “Where Are Children?” 
(Mono) with stage show, with Gale 
Storm. of picture’s cast, appearing 
with film for three days, new house 
record at wow $32,500, 


State (FWC) (2,160; 55-75)—"“No 
Time Love” (Par) and “Good Fel- 
lows” (Par). Third week of con- 


tinued firstrun, sock $12,000. Last 
week, smash $15,500. 

Golden Gate (RKO) (2,850; 55-75) 
—“Tender Comrade” (RKO) plus 
Harry Howard's “The Gay Nighties” 
unit on stage (2d wk). Wham $28,000. 
Last week, giant $35,000. 

Orpheum (Blumenfeld) (2,400; 60- 
75)—"Flesh Fantasy” (U). Terrific 
$21,000. Last week. “None Shall Es- 
cape” (Col), good $12,700. 

United Artists (Blumenfeld) (1.160; 
60-75) —"‘Bridge San Luis Rey” (UA) 
and “Moonlight Vermont” (U). Stout 
$15.500. Last week, “What a Woman” 
(Col) (6th wk), sock at $10,400. 


‘LIFEBOAT’ OK 17:6, 


TWO DENVER SPOTS. 


Denver, Feb. 15. 
“Lifeboat” is standout 
though not too strong day-date at 
Denver and Esquire. 
topping another dual combo at the 
Orpheum, is heading for nice week 
cut to 6% days, due to bond preem 
toyight. “Desert Song” still is strong 
on carryover at Aladdin. 
Estimates for This Week 
Aladdin (Fox) (1,400; 
“Desert Song” 


“Cry Havoc,” | 


(WB) and “Whisper- | 


currently | 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


ing Footsteps” (Rep). after Denver | 
and Esquire. Big$8.000. Last week, 
“Destination Tokyo’ (WB), alter 


Denver and E . ire, good $7,000. 

Broadway (. x) (1,040; 
“North Star” (RKO) and “This Is 
Washington” (RKO), after Orpheum 


week. Okay $3,500. Last, week, 
“Whistling Brooklyn” (M-G) and 
“Cross --borraine’ (M-G), after 


Denham (Cockrill) (1,750; 30-60) 
—"‘No Time Love” (Par) (4th wk) 
and “Aldrich, Boy Scout’ (Par) (2d 


30-65) — | 


$8,000. 


wk). Good $8,500. Last week. fine | 
$14,000. 

Denver (Fox) (2,525: 30-65 )— 
“Lifeboat” (20th) and “Swingtime 


Johnny” (U), day-date with Esquire. 
Nice $14,000. Last week, “Desert 
Song” (WB) and “Whispering Foot- 
steps” (Rep), also Esquire, big 
$18,000. 

Esquire (Fox) (742; 30-65)—*‘Life- 
boat” (20th) and “Swingtime 
Johnny” (U), day-date with Denver. 
Oke $3,500. Last week. “Desert 
Song” (WB) and “Whispering Foot- 
steps” (Rep), also Denver, big $4,500. 


| “Lady in Dark” (Par) which preemed in Los Angeles 
Going 


Orpheum (RKO) (2,600; 30-65)— | 
“Cry Havoc” (M-G) and “Career 
Girl” (PRC). Looks close to stout 
$13,000 in 6'% days. Last week, 
“North Star” (RKO) and “This Is 
Washington” (RKO), near same. 

Paramount (Fox) (2,200: 30-50)— 
“Jack London” (UA) and “Moon- 
light Vermont” (U). Fine $7,500 
Last week, “Heat's On” (Col) and 


“Uncensored” (20th). good $8,000. 
Rialto (Fox) (878; 30-65)—‘Des- 
tination Tokyo” (WB), via Denver, 
Esquire, Aladdin route. and “Nearly 
18” (Mono). Okay $3,000. Last 
week, “Where Are Children” 
(Mono), after week at Paramount, 
and “Sing a Jingle” (U), via Denver. 
Aladdin, Esquire route, nice $2.700. 


Harmon’s Book 


Francis S. Harmon, executive vice- | 


chairman of the War Activities Com- 
mittee, compiled a volume of se- 
lections from his talks during the 
time he has been with the WAC. 
Titled “The Command For- 


ward,” book is being published by 
Richard R. Smith. 


Key City Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 
This Week........... $2,778,100 
(Based on 25 cities, 195 thea- 
tres, chiefly first runs, including 


Total Gross Same Week 
(Based on 26 cities, 179 theatres) 


‘Uninvited Lush 
25G Tops Wash. 


Washington, Feb. 15. 

Snow storm killed business Friday 
(11) but downtown houses bounced 
back Saturday. “The Uninvited,” 
only new show in the down town 
area, was kindly treated by crix and 
will lead the parade. “Standing 
Room Only” and Miracle of Morgan’s 
Creek” both are stout on second 
weeks. “His Butler’s Sister” is solid 
on a third week. 

Estimates for This Week 

Capitol (Loew) (3,434: 30-66)— 
“Uninvited” (Par) with vaude headed 
by Henny Youngman. Headed for 
lush $25,000. Last week. “Lodger” 
(20th), word-of-mouth sent this up 
to sock $24,500. 

Columbia (Laew) (1.234: 30-66) 
Curie” (M-G). Boffo $10.- 
000. Last week, “Cry Havoc.” Not so 
good $6,000. 

Earle (WB): (2,240: 30-90)—‘Mir- 
acle Morgan’s Creek” (Par) (2d wk). 
Will get sturdy $19,000 after first 
week’s smash $24,400. 

Keith’s (RKO) (1.800; 40-65)— 
“Butler’s Sister” (U) (3d wk). Will 
get grand $10,000 after earlier sock 
sessions of $18,000 and $14,000. 

Metropolitan (WB) (1,800; 30-55)— 
“Frisco Kid’ (WB). This reissue 
looks swell $8,000. Last week, “Fight- | 
ing Seabees (Rep), nifty $7.500. 


735)—“Flesh Fantasy” (U) 
“Moonlight Vermont” (U). Strong 
$11,000. Last week, “Thousands 
Cheer” (M-G) (4th wk), fair $8.000. 
Orpheum (Hamrick-Evergreen ) 
(1,800; 40-75) —“What Woman” (Col). 
Fine $12,000. Last week, “Riding 
High” (Par) and “Million Dollar 
Kid” (Mono) (2d wk; 6 days), fair 
$8,000. 
Paramount (H-E) (3.000: 40-75)— 
“North Star” (RKO). Solid $13,500. 
Last week, “Government. Girl” 
(RKO) (6 days) and “Klondike Kate” 
(Col), satisfactory $8,500 in six days. 


and 


Oriental (H-E) (2,040: 40-75)— 
“North Star’ (RKO). Nice $7.000. 


Girl’ 
(Col) 


Last week, Government 
(RKO) and “Klondike Kate” 
(6 days), solid $5,000, 

Playhouse (H-E) (1,200; 40-75)— 
“What Woman” (Col), good $6,000. 
Last week, “Riding High” (Par) and 
“Million Dollare Kid’ (Mono) (2c! 
wk), $2,500 in six days, | 

Music Box (H-E) (1,000; 40-75)-—! 
“Government Girl” (RKO) 
“Doctor's Strangest Case” (Col). Fair 
$4.000. Last week, “Higher and 
Higher” (RKO) (second of move- 
over) and “Santa Fe Trail’ (WB) 
(reissue), nice $4,500. 

Mayiair (Parker-H-E) (1,500: 40- 
75)—" Corvette K-225” (U) and “Sing 
a Jingle” (U). Trim $8,000. Last 
week, “Hostages” (Par), $8,000. 


‘ANGEL’ CLIMBS TO 


TOP $12,000, L’VILLE 


Louisville, Feb. 15. | 
Rainy weather, turning to snow} 
over weekend, will put a crimp in} 
takings at downtown houses this 
week. Top biz is evenly divided be- 
tween “Government Girl” at the 
Rialto, “Lost Angel” at Loew’s State, 
which looks like city’s topper. and 
“Women in Bondage” with vaude at 
the National. 
Estimates for This Week 

Brown (Loew’s- Fourth Avenue) 
(1,400; 30-50)—“Butler’s Sister” (U) 
and “Moonlight Vermont” (U), Fair- 
ish $3.500 on moveover. Last week, 
“No Time Love” (Par) and “Mine- 
sweeper” (Par), nice $4.500 on m.o. 

Kentucky (Switow) (1,200; 15-25) 
—Hostages” (Par) and “Girl Crazy” 
(M-G). Average $1,600. Last week, 
“True to Life’ (Par) and “Guadal- 
canal Diary” (20th), solid $1,800. 

Loew’s State (Loew's) (3.300; 30- 


Lady in Dark’ Soars to New Highs 
In2L. A. Spots, Sensational $62,000; 
Eyre 4G in 4, ‘Woman’ Big 466 in 2 


+ 


Broadway Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 
White Week... $555,000 
(Based on 14 trreatres) 
Total Gross Same Week 
(Based on i3 thedires) 


“Ali Baba’ Sock 
$17,500 in Prov. 


Providence, Feb. 15. 

Despite heavy snowfall Friday and 
Saturday, mainstemmers are finding 
nothing to complain about as they 
pack them in. Majestic’s second 
week of “Desert Song” is about the 
only disappointment, as it failed to 
hold up. At the top of the heap 
among the new ones is RKO Albee’s 
“Ali Baba and 40 Thieves” with “Cry 
Havoc” also strong at the larger 
State. 


Estimates for This Week 


Albee (RKO) (2.300: 30-50)—“Ali 
Baba” (U) and “Moonlight Vermont” 
(U). Standing ’em in the aisles and 
present pace looks likely wow 
$17.500. Last week, “North Star” 
(RKO) (2d wk), nice $10,500. 


Carlton (Fay-Loew) (1,400; 30-50) 
—“Lost Angel” (M-G) and “Swing 
Out Blues” (Col) (2d run). Good 
$3.500. Last week. “Flesh Fantasy” 
(U) and “Fired Wife” (U) (2d run), 
nice $4,000. 

Fay’s (Fay) (2,000; 30-50)—‘Mexi- 
cali Rose” (Rep) (reissue) and vaude 
on stage. Autry film still okay, giv- 
ing this one strong $7,500. Last week, 


50) — “Lost Angel” (M-G) and! 
“Beautiful But Broke” (Col). Pacing | 
the field, although take not as large | 


Palace (Loew) (2,242: 30-66)— 
“Standing Room Only” (Par) (2d 
wk). Caught on _ for walloping | 


$22.000 on first week, and looks big | 
$14.000 on holdover. | 


‘Star’ Bright $20,500 
In 2 Portland Spots 


Portland, Ore., Feb. 15. 
“Flesh and Fantasy” at the United) 
Artists and “What a Woman,” day-| 


30-65 )— | and-date at Orpheum and Playhouse | 400: 


are the bright spots this week. “North | 
Star” also is nice day-date at Par- | 
amount and Oriental 

Estimates for This Week | 


Broadway (J. J. Parker) (1.900;| 
40-75)—“Man Down Under” (M-G) | 
and “Swingtime Johnny” (U). Fair! 


Last week, “Whistling | 
Brooklyn” (M-G), oke $11,000. 
United Artists (Parker) (900: 40- 


NATIONAL BOXOFFICE SURVEY 


With pictures coming slow off rele: 


equally as few and far between where pre-release en- 
gagements are lined up, the amount of fresh film mer- 


chandise reaching the retai! market t 
paratively small, but includes among 


into two Paramounts there, 


as potential because of rain open-| 
ing day (Thursday) followed by! 
snow. Looks like town’s best at trim | 


$12,000. Last week, “Song Russia” | 
(M-G) and “Racket Man” (Cdl),! 


splendid $13,000. 

Mary Anderson (People’s Theatres) | 
(1,000; 30-50)—"Frisco Kid” (WB) | 
(reissue). A bit on the light side at 
$5.500. Last week, “Destination 
Tokio” (WB) (3d wk), helped by} 
atrocity stories in daily papers, gar-| 
nered good $4,000 on final stanza. 

National (Standard Theatres) (2,-| 
50-75) —"Women in Bondage”! 
(Mono) and Pinky Tomlin, others! 


on stage. Medium $10,000 in sight. 
Last week, “Chan Secret Service” 
(Mono) and Bill Robinson heading | 


stage show. satisfactory $11.000. 
Rialoto (Fourth Avenue) (3.400: 
30-50)—"‘Government Girl” (RKO) | 
and “Week End Pass” (U). Probably | 
oke $11,000. Last week. “Butler's | 
Sister (U) and “Moonlight in Ver- 


ase schedules and 
into Cincinnati w 
while topping the 


; of strong. “Ali Baba’ (U), it would appear, is starting 
his week is com- off on the right foot. Playing to SRO in Providence. 
top-percentagers, it will hit a sock $17,500 there to top the town: also | 


will lead Clevelai 


Hollywood and 


up stoutly on its 


“Desert Song” (WB) (2d wk). Slowed 
up considerably for only fair $7,000. 
Last week, robust $15,000. 
Metropolitan (Snider) (3,200: 36- 
59)—‘What A Man” (Mono) and 
Jimmie Lunceford orch heading stage 
show. Three-day weekend run, nice 


| $7.000. Last week. “King of Damned” 


(Indie) and Virginia Weidler head- 
ing stage. show. good $7,000. 


State (Loew) (3.200; 30-50)—‘Cry | 
Havoc” (M-G). Very steady for! 
storng $16,000. Last week, “Lost! 
Angel” (M-G) and “Swing Out) 
Blues” (Col), strong $17,000. 


Strand (Silverman) (2.000: 30-50)— |! 


“What a Woman” (Col) and “Racket 


Man” (Col) (2d wk). Holding nice 
; pace after snappy $12,000 in first 
sesh. 


mont” (U), socko $15,000 and move- | 


| over. 
Strand (Fourth Avenue) (1.400: 
30-50)—“Crazy House” (U) and 
“Aldrich, Boy Scout” (Par). So-so 


$4.000. Last week. “Heat's On” (Col) 
and “Sing Jingle” (U), stout $6,500. 


Broke,” fresh from the Columbia shipping rooms, went 


ith stager during the past week but 
> town at $22,000 this gross is short 


id at a great $23,000 and is holding 
current (2d) week in 


“Career Girl” (PRC) plus vaude, 
$7.000. 
Majestic (Fay) (2,200: 30-50)—' 


Pittsburgh. | 


| those before they are sold. 


Downtown L. A., it is cracking records in both spots 
for $62,000 total, sensational. This is a pre-release, as 
are many other pictures these days. often including 
“Jane Eyre” (20th), also 
new, being on exhibition only two keys, also is a 
hit in L. A., where looking to do $54,000 in four the- 
atres. Its remarkable staying powers at N. Y. Music 
Hall suggests $105,000 on first holdover session. 

Others fresh off the griddle which are subject to 
additional dating before getting a definite line on their 
domestic possibilities include “The Uninvited” (Par) 
which appears lush $25,000 in Washington; “Bridge 
San Luis Rey” (UA), looking stout $15,500 in San 
Francisco; “Song of Russia’ (M-G), strong $68,000 in 
N. Y., and brisk $16,000 in Cleveland. Also robust in 
Buffalo holdover at $12.000: “Standing Room Only” 
(Par), a winner in D. C. at $14,000 on current (2d) 
week, and “The Lodger” (20th), which turned a sweet 
profit at Roxy, N. Y., is heading for bright $16,000 in 
Buffalo. A high-budgeter from Monogram that sug- 
gests having what it takes, judging from opening en- 
gagements, is “Women in Bondage.” It has the aid of 
a stageshow, however, in Frisco for an indicated ro- 
biist "$27,000 and also in Louisville for an oke $11,000. 
But in Cleveland, on straight-film basis, is doing record 
biz on a holdover. 

“The Sullivans” (20th) and “In Our Time” (CWB) 
both opened on pre-release in N. Y. during past week, 
initial dates for both. While bad weather interfered, 


former is still short of sensational, though stout at 
$72,000. “Our Time” is comparatively stronger at 
52.000 or over, aided by a band. “Beautiful But 


“Miracle of Morgan’s Creek” (Par). doing an amazing 
business at the N. Y. Paramount, where hitting $72,000 
on fourth week, is on holdover in Brooklyn, where a 


fine $26,000, and in Washington where a sturdy $19,000 ' 


should be hit. 

Among other pictures getting into key dates, some 
of them having played numerous engagements. an 
outstander is “Madame Curie” (M-G), which is head- 
ing for a possible record in Frisco at $35,000, a great 
$25.500 in Seattle in two theatres, boffo $10.000 in 
Washington and holds to a swift pace on extended 
runs in Chicago Brooklyn. “Cry Havoc” (M-G) 
rates only fair in Baltimore but is liked at nice 
$19,000 in Detroit. strong $16,000 in Providence and 
fine $23.500 in Pittsburgh. 

“Gung Ho” (U), big in N. Y. at 


and 


$30,000 on third 


week, looks a rousing $30,000 in Detroit. smash $18,000 | 


in Baltimore and, on holdovers, in Pittsburgh and 
Seattle, is having no trouble getting plenty of cus- 

. | 
tomers. Miscellaneous grosses currently include “Lost | 


Angel” (M-G), big $13,000, Philadelphia. 


$13,000, Kansas City; “What a Woman” (Col), snappy | 


$12,000, Baltimore: “Descri Song” (WB), terrif $17,000. 
Pittsburgh: “Government Gil” (RKO), neat $26.000 
with band. Boston; “Destination Tokyo” (WB), tops in 
Minneapolis at $14,500; “Higher and Higher” (RKO), 
tall $23.000. Chicago: “Lifeboat” (20th), nice $17,500, 
two spots, Denver; “Tender Comrade” (RKO), wham 
$28.000 on ho&Adover in Frisco with unit: “None Shall 
Escape” (Col), big.$18,000, Buff.; “Flesh Fantasy” 
terrific $21,000. S. F.; and “Buitler’s Sister’ (U), wow 
$24,000, Brooklyn. 


and fancy 


(U), | 


Los Angeles, Feb. 15. 

Firstruns are dominated by so- 
called femme pictures here this 
week. Smashing all recoras and 
pacing the field currently is “Lady 
in the Dark.” at the two Paramount 
theatres, with a sensational $62.000 
for only two spots. Downtown Par 
here looks gigantic $42,000, nearly 
$8.000 over previous house record, 
while the Paramount Hollywood is 
soaring to $20,000 or over, another 
new high. ¢ : 

“Jane Eyre” is pulling down a nice 
$54,000 in four spots, while “What a 
Woman” is heading for a strong $46.- 
000 in two spots, but rated as lighter 
than expected. Third week of “Des- 
ert Song” in three theatres will get 
$29,000, feeling strong opposition 
from newcomers. “Iron Major” lool 
solid $41,500 in three houses, wit 
$24.000 at the Los Angeles consid- 
ered especially outstanding. — 

Estimates for This Week 

Carthay Cirele (F-WC) (1.516; 45- 
90)—"Jane Eyre” (20th) and “Men 
on Her Mind’ (PRC). Nice $6,500. 
Last week, “Song Bernadette” (20th) 
(7th wk), good $5,000 for five days. 

Chinese (Grauman-WC) (2,034: 45- 
90;—"Jane Eyre” (20th) and “Men 
Mind” (PRC). Nifty $14.000. Last 
week, “Lifeboat” (20th) and “Ghost 
Walks Alone” (Col), excellent 
$14,300, 


Downtown (WB) (1,800: 45-90)— 


“Desert Song” (WB) (3d wk). Prof- 
itable $12,500. Last week, strong 
$18.900. 

Egyptian (F-WC) (1,535: 45-90)— 


“Iron Major” (RKO) and “Escape to 
Danger” (RKO). Stout $10,000. Last 
week, “Higher Higher” (RKO) and 
“Klondike Kate” (Col) (2d wk), nice 
$6,700. 

Four Star (UA-WC) (900; 85-$1.10) 
—'‘Song Bernadette” (20th). Good 
$6.000. Last week. “Happy Land” 
(20th) and “Beautiful But Broke” 
(Col), weak $3,550. 

Hawaii (G&S) (1,100; 40-85)—"Re- 
turn of Vampire” (Col) and "Crime 
Dr.’s Strangest Case” (Col) (3d wk). 
Neat $6,000. Last week, nifty $7,000. 
| Hollywood (WB) (2,756; 45-99)1— 
“Desert Song” (WB) (8d wk). Okav 
$9.000. Last week, excellent $14,200. 

Los Angeles (D’town-WC) (2.200; 
| 45-90)—“Iron Major” (RKO) and 
“Men Mind” (PRC). Solid $24,000. 
Last week, “Higher Higher” (RKO» 
and “Klonaike Kate” (Col) (2d wk), 
stout $15,800. 

Orpheum (D’town) (2,200; 40-75)— 
“Crime School” (WB) and “Girls on 
Probation” (WB) (reissues) (2d wk 
Nice $11.000 in six days. Last week, 
hefty $16,800. Cab Calloway band re- 
|sumes stage policy here Wednesday 

(16). 

Pantages (Pan) (2,812: 45-90)— 
“What a Woman” (Cal) and “Racket 
| Man” (Col). Excellent $23,000. Last 
| week, “Butler’s Sister” (U) ’ 
and “Gangway Tomorrow” (RKO), 
rousing $13,300. 

Paramount (F&M) (3.389; 45-901— 
“Lady in Dark” (Par). Gigantic 
$42.000 for new record. Last week, 
“Fighting Seabees” (Rep) and “Casa- 
nova Burlesque” (Rep) (2d wk), po- 
tent $23,500. 

Paramount Hollywood (F&M) (1.- 
| 451; 45-90)—“Lady in Dark” (Par). 
| Wham $20,000 or over, for new high 
here. Last week, “Fighting Seabees” 
(Rep) and “Casanova Burlesque” 
(Rep) (2d wk-6 days), nifty $10.000. 


(Gd wh 


RKO Hillstreet (RKO) (2.890; 45- 
90)—"“What a Woman” (Col) and 
‘Racket Man” (Col). Good $23.000, 


Last week, “Butler’s Sister” 
wk) and “Gangway for Tomorrow 
(RKO). solid $17,500. 


(U) (3d 


| Ritz (F-WC) (1,372: 45-90)—‘“Iron 
Major” (RKO) and “Escape to Dan- 
ver” (RKO), Sizeable $7,500. Last 
week, “Higher Higher” (RKO) and 
“Klondike Kate” (Col) (2d wk), sour 


$4.700 
State (Loew's-WC) (2,204: 45-90)— 
“Jane Eyre” (20th) and “Men Mind” 


(PRC). Stout $25,000, helped by all- 
night grind. Last week. “Lifeboat” 
(20th) and “Ghost Walks Alone’ 


(Col), strong $27,100 in first week of 
all-night oneration. 


United Artists (UA-WC) (2.100: 
85-$1.10)—“Song Bernadette” (20th» 
(8tn wk). Good $9,000 after smart 
$10,000 last week. 

Uptown (F-WC) (1,715: 45-90): — 
“Jane Eyre” (20th) and “Men Mind” 
i} (PRC). Nifty $8,500. Last week, 
“Lifeboat” (20th) and “Ghost Walks 
Alone” (Col), $8.000. 

Wilshire (F-WC) (2,296: 
“Lifeboat” (20th) and “Ghost That 
| Walks Alone” (Col) (2d wk). Okay 


| $5.000. Last week, good $9,300. 

Wiltern (WB) (2,500; 45-90) —"Des- 
ert Song” (WB) (3d Wk). Trim $7,- 
| 500. Last week, husky $11,600. 


ANOTHER AIRSHOW TO PIX? 

“Gay Nincties Radio Revue,” CBS 
Monday night show currently on 
road tour, is being sought by pice 
tures. 

Reported one company is after Joe 
, Howard, star of the show, for a sep- 
{arate picture deal, 
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Wednesday, February 16, 1944. ~ 


Actually 


All-Time At. 
Hollywood and 


over Previous 


Angeles 


World Premiere! 


Spangled Rhythm” at Los Angeles 
Paramount— 40% over “Rhythm” 


at Hollywood Paramount — at, 


regular admission prices! 


= 


From the Sensationally Successful 

Stage, Musical by Moss Hart — 

With Musie by Kurt Weill and 
Lyrics by Ira Gershwin 


First full day 48% over “Star. 
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The Song Of Songs Of Every Woman 
¢ 
The Hit Of Hits From 


aramount 


In Technicolor 


Karring 


AND HERE ARE THE FIRST 
TERRIFIC REVIEWS 


“Paramount empties a veritable jewel case of gor- 
geous sets and costumes upon the screen. Technicolor 
camera work is one of the outstanding triumphs of 
the film. The most sumptuous Technicolor ex- 
travaganza ever photographed.” —J/larrison Carroll, 
L.A. Herald-Ex press. 


“Unique in the annals of the movies .. . A feature to 
put on any must list of events to be witnessed.” —~ 
Edwin Schallert, L. A. Times 


“An opulent feast... A magnificent motion picture 
... Possibly the most beautiful motion picture ever 
made... A masterpiece of production . .. quality in 
the best meaning of the word .. . All-around excel- 
lence.” —Ilollywood Reporter 


“A box-office smash; color, settings, photography rate 
raves... an entertainment feast .. . A tremendous 
attraction. Costumes will have the women in ecsta- 
cies. Never has anything like it been seen on the 
screen.” —Film Daily 


“A show to knock the eye out. Hollywood has had its 
sumptuous, luxurious and opulent moments but this 
attraction nestles comfortably alongside the must 
extravagant .. . An overflowing cup of optical ele-. 
gance ... sets magnificent, Technicolor superb... in 
the big money division . . . breathtakingly beauti- 
ful.”—Red Kann, M.P. Daily 


“Arrived in a riot of color and excitement . ot Never 
before or since has such a Technicolorful fashion 
show been. paraded across the screen... It is an eyes 


filling extravaganza.”—Dorothy Manners, L._ A. 


Examiner 


“Will be brightly illuminated at the pay-off windows, 


Hilarious comedy ... brilliant satire, searching 
drama. Well nigh irresistible to all.”"—Daily Variety 


‘Super entertainment .~,. breath-taking beauty and 
down-to-earth fun... lavishly produced in Techni, 
color,” —Boxoffice 


“Loaded with tremendous appeal for women. Fabu- 
lous dream sequences to draw women customers 
literally ‘out of this world’,”—Helen McNamara, 
M.P. Daily 


Ginger Rogers Ray Milland Warner Baxter Jon Hall 


Producer + Directed by Mitchell Leisen + Screen Play by Frances Goodrich and Albert Hackett 


«~~ 
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Capitol, N. Y. 
Lionel Hampton Orch (18) with 
Dinah Washington, Rubel Blakely; 
Pops & Louie, Mills Bros. (5), Buck 
& Bubbles; “Song of Russia” (MG), 
reviewed in “Variety” Dec. 29. 
Capitol couples an all-sepia stage 
show to the Russian theme “Song of 
Russia” with Robert Taylor and 
Susan Peters this session. With the 
controversial daily reviews on the 
picture, plus the b.o. lure of the 
stage show, headed by Lionel Hamp- 
ton’s orchestra, which was obvious 


when caught, the combination 
should do healthy biz. 
There isn’t much difference be- 


tween Hampton at the Apollo and 
Hampton at the Capitol from a 
viewpoint of audience reaction. 
When caught the band stood a full 
late evening house on its ear with 
driving rhythms and a showmanly 
presentation. And the outfit’s full 
otentialities are not being used. 
erhaps this usually staid house de- 
liberately eliminated Hampton’s 
more exciting routines to avoid gen- 
erating too much wild enthusiasm. 

It has been said before and it ean 
bear repetition—Hampton’s four 
irumpets, three trombones, five sax, 
five rhythm combination is just about 
the most exciting band anyone could 
find. When it tees up “Flying 
Home” and similar arrangements in 
its books :it pours forth a brand of 
music that builds up a terrific head 
of enthusiastic pressure. In addi- 
tion, it puts on a show. Few, if any, 
name bands match the showman- 
ship worked into Hampton's rou- 
tines. They’re all little things, such 
as a roly-poly pianist who comically 
keeps time with both feet while 
pounding his keyboard, but they add 
up to a solid total. 

In spite of Hampton’s impact the 
show is not strong all the way 
through. It sags in several places 
which could be picked up by bet- 
ter use of the leader’s personal 
talents. Nowhere does he, for ex- 
ample, do his drum routine; neither 
is the arrangement involving the 
band’s skin practitioner and Hamp- 
ton on second drum utilized, except 
too briefly in “Flying Home.” One 
of these could replace the three- 
bass break down front, which is 
okay, but hasn't the appeal of either 
the above two. (Hampton employs 
three bass in the band for this date, 
one doubling guitar.) Leader works 
on vibes twice, using “Holiday for 
Strings” and “Body and Soul” mid- 
way and also in the finale. 

Pops and Louie, a clever tap team, 
are on first and deserve more atten- 
tion. They’re brushed off after one 
good routine. Rubel Blakely and 
Dinah Washington, vocalists, each 
get one inning, former on “My 
Heart Tells Me” and latter “Do 
Nothing ’Till You Hear From Me.” 

Mills Brothers work midway and 
neatly break up the driving rhythm 
groove of the band. They open with 
“Shoo Shoo Baby” then do two rec- 
orded numbers, “I'll Be Around” 
and their hit, ‘Paper Doll” and go 
off with good audience response. 

Buck and Bubbles, on last, form 
a slow spot and if it wasn’t for 
Hampton’s driving finish the show 
would close coldly. Using the ma- 
terial that has long been standard 
with them, the pair arouse real in- 
terest only with their well executed 
dance routines. Wood. 


Stanley. Pitt. 
Pittsburgh, Feb. 11. 

Jerry Wald Orch (15) with Ginnie 
Powell. Dick Merrick, Barry Dean, 
Phil Regan, Wesson Brothers (2), 
Albins (2); “Cry Havoc” (M-G). 

Second time for Jerry Wald band 
here and Phil Regan is around for 
his annual engagement. Between 
them, they cook up a first-class 
show. Strong outside support, too, 

yarticularly from the Wesson 

rothers, recently returned from a 
long tour of the South Pacific war 
zones. One thing’s certain, their 
inimitable flair for mimicry hasn't 
been diminished any by their so- 
journ in the malarial sectors. 

Personnel of Wald’s outfit has 
ehanged considerably since his last 
date locally, but he’s managed to 
maintain high musical standards, 
while improving himself as a show- 
man. Mandles his solos showily and 
= brilliant instrumentally as 
well. 

Band is made up of four saxes, 
three trumpets, three trombones, 
drums, piano, bass, guitar and clari- 
net (Wald), and style’s on the swing 


side, but not the brassy, blarey type. | 
and | 


Band starts with “Poinciana,” 
Dick Merrick follows with a click 
vocal session, of “Blue Skies,” “My 
Ideal,” “Mississippi Dream Boat,” 
“Besame” and “Paper Doll.” Lad 
has excellent baritone pipes but 
isn’t quite sure of himself yet. That 
should come. 

Albins, mixed comedy dance team, 
lampoon ballroomers. Nothing un- 
usual or original, but their semi- 
Satire is amiable and amusing. That 
Karloff bit male does for an encore, 
however, is out of place and could be 
eliminated. Band’s “Blues Concerto” 
features Barry Dean, young drum- 
mer, who beats it out like 60 and 
comes down front to do a Jack Pow- 
ell on a chair. Over big. 

Wald’s femme _ vocalist, Ginnie 
Powell, is okay for sight and sound 
and wins over the mob easily with 
“Shoo Shoo Baby,’ “Summertime” 
and “I Got the Crazy Blues,” and the 
Wessons mop up in the next spot 


added a Frank Sinatra bit that’s a 
howl. 

Momentum continues with Regan’s 
appearance. Radio and screen singer 
gets a big hand at his entrance and 
ingratiates himself immediately with 
a well-turned thank-vou, and goes 
into a_ solid repertoire including 
“Night and Day,’ “My Heart Tells 
Me” and “Wild Irish Rose,” and a 
neat job of “Mairzy Doats.” Windup 
of Irish ballads takes Regan off big. 

Cohen, 


National. L'ville 
Louisville, Feb. 11. 


Pinky Tomlin, Liseheron & 
Adems, Jean, Jack & Judy, Phil 
D’Rey, Briants (2); “Wemen in 


Bondage” (Mono). 


Pinky Tomlin in the emcee slot, 
works in street clothes, explaining 
that his baggage was lost between 
Miami and Kentucky, and he was 
back*to his original status, when he 
only had one suit of clothes. 

First. turn is Jean, Jack and Judy, 
two femmes and a male who run 
through a slick acro routine with 
comedic overtones. Some of their 
stunts call for plenty muscular con- 
trol. Closer, a three high stand, is 
climaxed with a fall and forward 
roll. Register a nice hand. 

Phil D’Rey, English ventriloquist, 
with a peculiarly lifelike dummy, 
handles his voice manipulations in 
nice style. Material is okay, but 
could stand modernization. 

Lischeron and Adams open with 
standard adagio stuff. then go into 
whirls and spins, which has the 
patrons plenty attentive. Act goes 
in heavily for the acrobatics. Bow 
off to a swell hand. 

Pinky Tomlin with guitar accomp, 
warbles “What's the Reason,” “Love 
Bug Will Get You,” “I Did It, and 
I'm Glad.” and closes to a rousing 
hand with “Object of My Affec- 
tions.” Tomlin has an easy. friendly 
style and the patrons like him. 

Closer is The ,Briants, tramp 
comics, who snare plenty of laughs 
with slow motion acrobatics. 

Sudden cold wave cut the gate. 

Hold. 


Capitol, Wash. 
Washington, Feb. 9. 
Henny Youngman, Murtah Sisters 
(3), Wally Boag. Pansy the Horse, 
Lynn Allison, Bob Nicholson, Art 
Brown. Sam Jack Kaufman's House 
Orch; “The Uninvited” (Par). 


This is Art Brown’s farewell at the 
console of this house and the audi- 
ence helps him put over the com- 
munity singing as never before. Sam 
Jack Kaufman's overture this week 
is highlighted by the fine baritone of 
Bob Nicholson, who has a flair for 
lyrical romantic ballads. 

Murtah Sisters have developed as- 
surance, poise and sang froid since 
their last appearance here. Their 
arrangements are unique and their 
delivery is swell. Do “Either Too 
Young” and “Pistol Packin’ Mama” 
with special burlesque effects. En- 
core with a satire on socialite prima 
donnas which carry them off to a 
riotous hand. 

Henny Youngman does a 12-min- 
ute monolog with material not alto- 
gether new, except for a Sinatra 
parody. Nevertheless he goes over 


ig. 

Wally Boag has something new’ in 
his manner of blowing up toy bal- 
loons for comedy. Follows with an 
eccentric dance and makes four 
bows. Pansy the Horse with Andy 
Mayo, an eccentric blonde putting 


the animal through its paces, hits its 
mark. Show runs 55 minues. is fast. 
and effciently lighted and produced 
by Gene Ford. Arke. 


Gayety. Montreal 
Montreal, Feb. 10. 
Leticia, Vic Lamont. Dave Brooks, 
Ted Leary, Smith & Hart, Poms (3), 
Sleepy Hollow Six, Line (20), Len 
Howard Orch (8). 


Boffo comedy. satisfying song and 
dance turns paced by an emcee who 
warms up the fans from the opening 
bell, zings one of the best shows of 
the season across. 

Leticia, stripteuse, with ballet 
technique and exotie East Indian 
eye-filling costumes, builds up to a 
solid hit. 


Ted Leary, emcee, with clean 
laugh-provoking gags, earns plenty 
palmwhacking and Vic Lamont, 


deadpan pantomime comic wows the 
mob to hit the applause jackpot. 
Dave Brooks, singing a varied reper- 
toire from “Beautiful Mornin’ ” to 
“Toreador” is rewarded with a flock 
of calls. Orch leader Howard had 
to halt halfway through the next 
number to bring him back. 


Three Poms. colored femme acro 
tapsters tee off with fast hoofology 
on standard lines that gain fair ap- 
proval and Muriel Lane in a low- 
cut gown, registers with warm- 
throaty blues vocals. 

Smith and Hart, gal contortionist 
and comic, contrib clever patter and 
smart zanyisms for a nifty hand and 
Sleepy Hollow Six, mixed cow- 
country act hit pay dirt with a 
smartly paced turn. 

Al Gilbert’s house line improves 
with every new show and wins its 
way into the audience's good graces. 
Len Howard Orch handles the show 
expertly. Biz fair at this showing. 


with their standard routine. They’ve 


Lane. 


Strand, N. Y. 


Ina Ray Hutton Orch with Stuart 
Foster; Georgia Gibbs, Three 
Stooges, Condos Bros. (2); “In Our 
Time” (WB), reviewed in “Variety, 
Jan, 2. 


With a sock collection of talent 
backed by a groovy band, current 
Strand layout is lacking in neither 
applause getting virtues nor enter- 
tainment vitamins. 

Topper is the initial engagement of 
Georgia Gibbs, thrush on the Camel 
airshow, who has no trouble capti- 
vating the crowd. Her three num- 
bers, “Mad About Him Blues,” 
“Stormy Weather” and “Shoo Shoo,” 
were only a warm-up for this crowd, 
but she elected to beg off. 


Rest of the supporting acts com- 
prises the Three Stooges whose 
humor has a broad enough base to 
go over with anyone, and the Condos 
Brothers. The boys display a new 
routine after opening with one of 
their oft-displayed dances. Addi- 
tion has good dance design, routining 
and begets a torrid salvo. 

Miss Hutton’s orch, makes a solid 
impression here. The band has drive, 
strong beat and a good set of ar- 
rangements. Miss Hutton’s deport- 
ment in fronting her outfit, is tops. 
She sells herself im a slinky gown 
and completes the selling process 
with her vocals. These include 
“Mairzy,” and duets with Stuart Fos- 
ter, on “Angry” and “Hello Dear.” 
Foster's solo stint is down to “Be- 
same Mucho” because of two other 
chirpers on the bill. His lusty bari- 
toning wins healthy response. 

Jack Pureell, guitaring “China 
Boy” and Roger Elick, at the trum- 
pet with “Georgia on My Mind,” 
both shine in solo spots. 

Biz very good opening day (Fri- 
day), despite the snow. Jose. 


State, N. Y. 


Ed Sullivan, Corday & Triano, 
Mark Plant, Wally Rand, Ames & 
Arno; Betty Kean; Ruby Zwerling’s 
House Orch; “Madame Curie” 
(M-G). 


Although there isn’t a showstop- 
per in the house, current State bill 
plays well, having sufficient variety 
to maintain interest. Ed Sullivan, 
N. Y. Daily News columnist, paces 
the bill. By now he knows his way 
on the boards and he shapes okay 
with the introes and in his own 
spot in which a scrim comes in 
front of the house band (‘on stage 
for this session) and “Famous Firsts” 
is reeled off while Sullivan delivers 
a nicely written commentary on the 
personalities displayed. Short has 
many interesting moments, being 
filed with shots of early films and 
sports events and Sullivan heightens 
the basic interest with his gab. It’s 
a different act from what he’s pre- 
viously been doing here and it hits 
the crowd nicely. 

Rest of the show consists of reli- 
able talent with Betty Kean, after 
a weak bit of gagging with Sulli- 
van, going into her comedy taps for 
good response; Ames and Arno, also 
weak on gab, hit the applause jack- 
pot with their knockabout comedy 
dance stunts and Wally Rand (New 
Acts) with hoke magic, balloon 
blowing and eccentric terps gets over 
nicely. 

Mark Plant, recently discharged 
from the Navy, hasn't hit his stride 
since his return to mufti. His bari- 
tone is as full and powerful as ever, 
but his phrasing and stage presence 
aren't al] they could be. Mob, never- 
theless, took to him. 

Corday and Triano, late aft the 
Versailles, score in two wel] execut- 
ed ballroom routines. When not do- 
ing fast overhead spins, the pair 
impress with smooth, wel] conceived 
terps and exit to hearty applause. 

Biz okay at show caught (Friday). 


Jose. 

EarJe, Philly 
Philadelphia, Feb. 11. 
Tony Pastor Orch (15) with 
Johnny Morris, Virginia Pring 


Stubby Pastor, James Barton, Red- 


dingtons (3); “The Heat’ i 
cna eats On 
The jitterbug fraternity which 


crowds the Earle for the matinees 
couldn’t dig the classy pantomime 
and real acting by James Barton in 
his initial vaude appearance in 
Philly in many years. 

For a time it appeared as if Bar- 
ton was going to fumble his stint 
because of hecklers — but the 
trouper broke into his routine with 
a tough spiel to the hoodlums and 
then went into his act again. Once 
he warmed up with his singing, 
hoofing, clowning, and even a 
boogie-woogie turn at the Steinway, 
crowd was eating out of his dukes 
-_ he wound up with a great ova- 
ion. 

Barton's initial bit—a takeoff on a 
drunk—though excellent, should be 
saved for the middle of his act. It’s 
a little tough for a jive-hardened 
audience to take. A song, like “You 
Made Me Love You,” which he does 
excellently, would warm up the 
customers. 

Pastor and his band do a show- 
manly job of entertaining. Format 
is almost identical with the show 
Pastor and his crew put on in their 
innumerable appearances here be- 


fore—a couple of solos by Joe | 


(Paradiddle Joe) Morris, a horn 
solo by Tony's kid brother, Stubby, 
and a vocal (slightly blue) by Tgny 
himself. 

Pastor’s, beauteous femme canary, 
Virginia Maxey, has her turn at the 
mike spoiled by the wolf-calls in 
the pews. Gal has a nice-sounding 
voice to go with her Class A phiz 
and chassis. 

Reddingtons have a novel tum- 
bling act performed on a_ bouncy, 
rubberized canvas’. platform in 
which they get people from the 
audience to participate. stooge 
wraps things up with expert somer- 
saulting. 

House was three-quarters filled, 
good in view of near-blizzard. Shal, 


Apollo, N. Y¥. 


Charlie Barnet Orch (18), with 
Gwen Tynes, Tommy Pederson, 
Buddy de Franco; Bunny Briggs, 
Lowe, Hite and Stanley; “Racket 
Man” (Col). 


Charlie Barnet’s reprise at this 
sepian showcase follows his identi- 
cal recent rundown at the down- 
town Strand. Bill follows suit to 
the letter, exception being Gwen 
Tynes, a sepia chanteuse, in the 
singing slot. Miss Tynes _ also 
doubles as a nitery chansoner and is 
filling in with Barnet for a short 
time. 

Band was plenty heat-minded 
opening night (11) and the Apollo 
auditors weren't clapping their 
hands just to keep warm. Off to a 
torrid getaway, crew swung into 
“Things Ain’t What They Used to 
Be,” which was tops as far as the 
audience was concerned. From 
then on in, remaining numbers were 
all anti-climactic. 

Bunny Briggs, a smoothie for 
pedal work, wraps things up with 
his hoofology and has a tough time 
making a break. He finally ran out 
of encores and scooted for the wings 
while the going was good, Barnet 
covering up with a quickie. 

Buddy de _ Franco, clarineting 
Gershwin’s “Man I Love,” is a long 
way from living up to the buildup 
that Barnet gives him. Interpreta- 
tion is static rather than fluid and 
follows a monotonous pattern of 
synthetic breaks. It’s a_ colorless 
rendition of a bright piece. 

Gwen Tynes toys with “Do Noth- 
in’ Till You Hear From Me,” “No 
Love, No Nothin’” and “Shoo-Shoo 


Baby,” to draw moderate response. 
She’s an average sender with a 
moderate grasp of phrasing and 


small perception of rhythm shading. 
She’s definitely out of her milieu in 
taking on “Shoo-Shoo Baby,” which 
she sings in a languid pitch. 

Tommy Pederson trombones “Flat- 
top Lifts His Lid” for orch’s next-to 
closer, finale being Barnet’s concep- 
tion of various band themes, pic- 
tures of the leaders, meantime, be- 
ing flashed on a scrim in front of 
the orch. Not too novel, but well | 
done. 

Bill closes with Lowe, Hite and 
Stanley, trio mopping up in short 
order with its standard prattfalls 
and sundry exchanges. Sill one of 
the most diverting aets on the pres- 
ent vaude circuits. Jona. 


RKO Bosien 
Boston, Feb. 10. 


Mexys N. Y. 

artha Raye, Rosario & Antoni 

Ben Yost Singers (8), Lyttle Sistece 
(4), Bill Ames, Robert de Vascon- 
cellos, Gae Foster Roxyettes (24) 
Paul Ash & Roxy Theatre Orch: 
“The Sullivans” (20th), reviewed in 
“Variety” Feb. 9, '44. 


Martha Raye, who has been doing 
plenty of USO touring, headlines an 
extremely diverting and well-staged 
show. It runs only 51 minutes due 
to the length of the picture, but 
packs plenty of entertainment into 
that period. Appearing at end of 
the show, Miss Raye is a terrific hit, 
doing a rather lengthy routine of 
talk, songs and _ clowning. The 
comedienne opens with “Shoo, Shoo 
Baby,” done cutely with the aid o 
typical Raye antics. She carries a 
male pianist with her act. In ad- 
dition to several gags and other 
talk, Miss Raye, gets a lot of laughs 
from a .hat, construction of which 
comes down over her forehead and 
bounces around a little. One of 
her gags is on the bluish side but 
not particularly offensive variation 
of a parlor joke that’s making the 
rounds. A standard number for Miss 
Raye is her “Mr. Paganini,” which 
suits her excellently. She _ closes 
with “I’m Going to Shut My Mouth,” 
a warning against loose talk. 

A fanciful Mexican cottage setting 
forms the background for the flashy 
gypsy-Spanish dance team of Ro- 
sario and Antonio, who do colorful 
dance routines in unison and singly. 
Stomping in the Spanish flamenco 
manner with castanets, flash of 
Rosario and Antonio’s work is 
heightened by their black and red 
costumes. Routine includes femme’s 
song and talk designed for novelty 
and laughs. 

After a song opening by the Ben 
Yost Singers and the Four Lyttle 
Sisters, Bill Ames is on in impres- 
sions of President Roosevelt, La- 
Guardia, Gabriel Heatter, Raymond 
Gram Swing, H. V. Kaltenborn and 
others, most of which are diverting 
and clever. 

Following is Robert. de Vascon- 
cellos with his high-school horse, 
Belmonte, a real black beauty who 
performs intricate dance steps. 

Roxyettes appear in what amounts 
to only a fair routine backing for 
Rosario and Antonio as well as in 
the cute “Victory Polka” production 
sequence, closing the show. Char, 


Adams, Newark 
Newark, Feb. 10. 
Shep Fields Orch (14); Virginia 
Weidler, Jerry Lewis; “Mine- 
sweeper” (Par). 


Adams opener marred plenty by 
juve cutups, always more than a bit 
of a problem for management but 
particularly - ear-bending at show 
caught. Despite the vocal frisking 
of the ill-mannered cubs out front, 
Fields’ brassless outfit displays what 
it takes to dominate the situation. 
Most of the customers are intrigued 
by his musical capers and settle back 
comfortably for the more familiar 
rippling technique. Ensemble scores 
heavily with organlike rendition of 
“Lost..€hord.” No handicap to the 
Fields crew is vocalist Meredith 
Blake who is particularly solid in 
her offbeat chirping in the “Chord” 
number. 

Virginia Weidler has to have a 
seasoned trouper’s fortitude to 
weather this kind of audience. This 


Louis Prima Orch (15), with Bob} 
White, Lily Ann. Carol: . Ronnie | 
Baker, Four Franks, Frank Gaby | 
with Kay Stuart & George Martin; | 
“Government Girl” (WB). 


The Prima band, sparked by the! 
hot trumpeting and equally hot m.c-} 
ing of Prima himself, makes a click 
foundation for the RKO’'s current 
layout. Most acts including Bonnie 
Baker weren't too hep at opener and 
only Gaby and his act on the beam 
for a wow recepsh, but a smoother 
deal is obviously coming along. 


Band, big, loud and happy, smacks 
into “Limehouse Blues” for a quick 
lift to start things off, then brings 
on Bob White, whom Prima intros 
as a tyro. He does very okay for 
a first outing, going big with the cus- 
tomers with his pseudo-swoon de- 
livery replete with bends, gasps and 
other drolleries. Sings “For the First 
Time” and “Ciose To You,” and en- 
cores, 

Four Franks follow with a trum- 
pet and sax number, a tap routine, 
their Gable-Leigh horseplay and 
windup with acro-tapperies. Act just 
misses. 

Lily Ann Carol warbles “Besame 
Mucho” and “I Had the Craziest 
Dream,” torridly. Prima joins her in 
the final chorus to hokeup her song 
a bit. Goes over well. 

Gaby’s familiar singing ventril- 
oquism plus stooges in the boxes 
wows and sets the stage for Bonnie 
Baker, who does “No Love, No 
Nothin’,” and a medley of her Orrin 
Tucker-period including “You'd Be 
Surprised,” “Especially for You” and, 
of course, the inevitable “OJ.” Gets 
a nice hand, but she’s better for the 
late shows than matinees. Band con- 
tributes “White Cliffs of Dover” in 
unusual style, “Robin” Hood,” a sharp 
jive number, and winds up big with 
“Sing Sing Sing,” with Jimmy 
Vineent taking it out on the skins. 

Big house at opener Thursday. 

Elie. 


crowd beat her to the punchlines and 
were behaved badly in general. Fault 
is very much her own as her gags 
are weak and her songs not much 
stronger. Mimicking of Virginia 
O'Brien is her highlight. 

However she shines in comparison 
to Jerry Lewis, a local lad who does 
not make good. He pantomimes 
Sinatra et al, using a_ backstage 


| phonograph to provide the voice. Out 


of his elass on a bill with Fields. 
Par’s “Minesweeper” on the screen, 
is better than recent Adams’ film 


offerings. Ring. 


Tower. K. C. 
Kansas City, Feb. 11. 


Henry Busse’s Orch (18), with 
Wyatt Howard, Betty Brownell, 
Marjorie Lane, Whitey Roberts, 


Beletta Girls (3); “Someone to Re- 
member” (Rep). 


Henry Busse’s orch is attracting 
capacity crowds despite sub-zero 
temperatures. Show runs nearly 60 
minutes, and it’s solid entertainment 
from opening signature to final. 

With Henry Busse out of action 
because of illness, Wyatt Howard 
steps out of his trumpeter chair to 
front the band, emcee the show and 
sing. Good looking and with a 
pleasing voice, Howard does cred- 
itably in every respect. 

Following the familiar Bussé 
theme, “Hot Lips,” band swings out 
with “Blue Lou,’ then Marjorie 
Lane, who has a nifty tap routine. 
Betty Brownell, blonde warbler, reg- 
isters plenty of personality in three 
pops, “No Love, No Nothin’,” “Peo- 
ple Will Say” and “Either Too 
Young.” 

Orch modernizes “La Rosita,” then 
Howard vocals “My Heart Tells Me” 
and “My Ideal,” for solid response. 
The blonde Beletta Girls (3) breeze 
through a snappy acrobatic routine, 
with plenty of somersaulting. 

The jive hounds and rug cutters 


(Continued on page 46) 
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THE STORY: Yank meets Miss | 
and ends like this: 


THE BUSINESS: “Something to sing about!” 


(Opening at Capitol, N. Y. tops “A Guy Named Joe” 
and it’s doing sensational _176% business nationwide !) 


| Robert Taylor, Susan Peters-in “Song of Russia” 
| . T nM E C R E D | TS with John Hodiak, Robert Benchley and Felix 

, Bressart. Screen Play by Paul Jarrico, Richard 

| Collins. Directed by Gregory Ratoff. Produced 

: by Joseph Pasternak. An M-G-M Picture 
(Sure it’s one of M-G-M's Starrific Group “Vitamin 12”) 


®Remember! March Deadline for Honored Hundred Bond Reports ta State Chasrmen!” 
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The Best Man Won... 


os 


The most natural wedding in the world. He, always a good provider. 
She, filled with those golden qualities that only his loving ministra- 


tions can bring out. The Groom, faithful, dependable, hard-working. 


The Bride, amiable, receptive, quick to respond to good treatment.  . a 
When he brings a few friends home to dinner (a box office line 
ie reaching around the block) she will not be put out. She will be 
delighted. She loves to have. people around her (with cash in their 
hands.) A shotgun wedding? Perish the thought — although if the 
: { truth must be told — she married him strictly for money. 


“Remember! March 15th deadline for Honored Hundred Bond reports to State Chairmen!” 
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largely because of the fact indies in 
booking combines would be restricted 
in trying to get prior runs, 


Tradeshowings 


While the distribs have agreed to 
tradeshowings, the indies point to 
certain abuses now practiced. They 
recommend that tradeshowings be 
defined as those which are held for 
the benefit of exhibitors generally to 
which the public or a paying au- 
dience is not admitted, and ask that 
“no picture included in an announced 
group of pictures shall be licensed 
for public exhibition in any theatre 
until all the features in that group 
have been tradeshown.” 

Exception to distrib proposals on 
screenings, according to the brief, 
is taken partly to “prevent abuses of 
the tradeshowing provision whereby 
the distributors and their affiliated 
theatres have gained an unfair com- 
petitive advantage over independent 
subsequent run exhibitors by ex- 
hibiting pictures before they have 
been tradeshown, by giving commer- 
cialized tradeshows, and by releas- 
ing to affiliated and other favored 
theatres features contained in a 
group that has been only partially 
tradeshown.” 


25% of Output 


While the distribs do not propose 
any size so far as blocks are con- 
cerned, though agreeing to a gradu- 
ated cancellation, the indies are de- 
manding groups equal to one-quarter 
of the estimated season's output. In 
their brief it is noted that a ma- 
jority of independent exhibs prefer 
reversion to full-line selling. How- 
ever, the Chicago conference recog- 
nized that the tradeshowing of pic- 
as a practical matter, 
would make this impossible. As re- 
sult, it is proposed that “features 
shall be offered to exhibitors in 
groups representing in each case not 
less than 25% of the company’s bona 
fide estimate of its annual output, 
and not more than four groups a 
year.” 

The committee also demands free- 
dom of choice in the selection of 
features, taking the position that this 
“cannot be achieved in any substan- 
tial degree so long as the distributors 
are permitted to condition the licens- 
ing of any feature or group of fea- 
tures upon the acceptance by the 
exhibitor of another feature or group 
of features.” Therefore, it was sub- 
mitted that “the license or offer for 
license of a feature or group of fea- 
tures shall not be conditioned upon 
the licensing of another feature or 
group of features.” At the same time 
the committee demands that distribs 
be restrained from forcing an exhib 
who operates two or more theatres 
to buy features for both or all as a 
condition to licensing for the theatre 
for which he needs or desires the 
product. 

Greater Penalties 


While the Big Five wrote a clause 
in their decree offer calling for a fine 
of $250 for forcing shorts, with $500 
for a second violation, the indie 
group agrees to these fines, but also 
wants the clause to provide for can- 
cellation as well and the payment 
of the fine to the exhib rather than 
to the fund of the American Arbi- 
tration Assn. On forcing of features, 
about which the Big Five proposed 
nothing, the indies want a penalty 
calling for cancellation of the forced 


features and payment of a fine equal other officers of 


to the total film rental involved, but 
in no case less than $500, also pay- 
able to the complainant. 

The indie exhib committee devotes 
considerable attention to the distrib 
provision relating to circuit expan- 
sion, Calling it “wholly emasculated 
and made of no effect by the excep- 
tions thereto.” Calling for elimina- 
tion of some exceptions, the commit- 
tee also demands that application for 
building or acquisition of theatres by 
the distribs be filed before local dis- 
trict courts rather than in N.Y., as 
Specified by the Big Five, and that 
exhibs in the territory in which ex- 
pansion is proposed, be allowed to 
testify as to the effect of such con- 
struction or acquisition on their busi- 
ness) 

Though recognizing that clearance, 
reasonable as to time and area, is 
essential in the distribution and ex- 
hibition of pictures, the committee 
holds that where thgre is no com- 
petition between the theatres in- 
volved, or where the competition is 
so slight as to have no substantial 
economic effect, there should be no 
clearance, Also sought is a provision 
that clearance date from the be- 
ginning of the run of a picture in 
the first theatre or the exhibitor 


Indies Demand 20%, Etc. 


Continued from page 7 


having a prior run, this being aimed 
against moveovers, 


Legal Reps for Indies 


On arbitration of cases locally, the 
indies believe that experienced at- 
torneys should be made available to 
exhibs filing cases, cost to be borne 
by the AAA through distributor 
budgets, and that if an exhib so 
elects, he can have his complaint 
aired before a panel of three local 
arbitrators. If choosing three rather 
than the present one, however, the 
exhib could not have his case re- 
argued before the Appeal Board, lat- 
ter then only to serve as to con- 
clusions involving interpretation of 
decree provisions and whether there 
had been any misconduct on the part 
of the arbitrators. 

Calling arbitrary designation of 
playdates clearly a manifestation of 
monopolistic power exercised for the 
purpose of getting the maximum 
amount of film rental, the committee 
brief condemns so-called “blind- 
pricing” and proposes the follow- 
ing: 

“The price and/or terms of each 
feature in a group shall be desig- 
nated at the time the application for 
such group is signed by the ex- 
hibitor and shall- not thereafter be 
changed except by agreement of the 
parties to the license agreement.” 


Define Roadshows 


Proposed that a roadshow be de- 
delivery territory in which the fea- 
ture is to be given on such a basis 
fined as a showing within the film 
at a theatre not giving more than 
two performances a day, and where 
a majority of the main-floor seats 
are reserved at an admission price 
of not less than $1.50. A special is 
defined as a feature produced by a 
person or company other than the 
distributor releasing it and which the 
distrib is required by contract with 
the producer to sell separately. 

Committee drafting and signing 
proposals counter to those offered by 
the consenting distribs Includes Rob- 
ert H. Poole, president of the Pa- 
cific Coast Conference of Inde- 
pendent Theatre Owners; William F. 
Crockett, president of the Motion 
Picture Theatre Owners of Virginia; 
Jesse L. Stern, president of the Un- 
affiliated Independent Exhibitors of 
N. Y.; Abram F. Myers, general 
counsel of Allied Theatre Owners, 
and H. A. Cole, director of Allied. 


‘BOYS FROM CHI’ HIRE 
A NEW MOUTHPIECE 


Chicago, Feb. 15. 

William Scott Stewart, veteran 
picture attorney, was retained yes- 
terday (15) on behalf of the seven 
“boys from Chi” convicted in N. Y. 
federal court for conspiracy. While 
Stewart would not comment, friends 
stated that Stewart was going into 
the case on a bill of exception. 

It’s maintained that the wording 
of ihe indictment was noi and did 
not contain the charges on which 
the men were convicted and that 
the summing up by the judge con- 
tained many facts that weren't listed 
in the original indictment. 


Jacobi Installed 


Vincent Jacobi, recently re-elected 
president of the Combined Theatrical 
& Amusement Crafts Council, and 
the organization 
were installed Wednesday (9) at 
headquarters of the council in N. Y. 
Group comprises 1,500 members of 27 
local AFL unions. 


Besides Jacobi, those installed in- 
clude Fred Marshall, v.p.; Bea 
secretary-treasurer and Al 


Mosher, sgt.-at-arms. 


A Natural for Parsons 


Hollywood, Feb>.15. 

Production schedule for Lindsley 
Parsons on the 1944-45 Monogram 
release program consists of seven 
features under general supervision 
of Trem Carr. 

Starting with “Youth Gone Wild,” 
the Parsons slate includes “Kelly 
Comes Through,” “While Zombies 
Walked,” “Dime a Dance” and 
“Sweetheart of Sigma Chi,” plus two 
still untitled. 


ONE-MAN INVASION 


Hollywood, Feb. 15. 
Fred MacMurray draws Veronica 
Lake as co-star in the Paramount 
musical, “Girls Town.” 
Picture deals with a lone male 
among femme workers in a war 
plant. 


JUVE DELINQUENCIES 
_ WORRY TEXAS EXHIBS 


Dallas, Feb. 15. 

At an informal meeting here of 
Texas exhibitors, discussion was held 
inte the problems of what can be 
done about juvenile delinquency. 
Group found themselves stymied on 
what could be done to offenders in 
as much as there is no state law 
which exists under which an of- 
fender can be brought to account. 
The only present procedure is for a 
judge to send the vandals to the 
state training school at Gatesville. 
This is seldom done on the first of- 
fense. Point was brought up by H. 
S. Usry of. the Majestic, Decatur. 

According to Raymond Cornes, of 
Farmersville, efforts to get results 
from local authorities in many cases 
have proven useless. John Stewart 
of the Plaza, at Kaufman, declared 
that he believed the only thing for 
many exhibitors to do was for the 
theatre owner to carry plenty of 
insurance should attempts be made 
to burn down any house. 

Most juvenile trouble in Texas 
theatres, it was found, came from 
those juveniles who are taking to 
drink, which is becoming a major 
factor in the fight to combat the evil 
of juvenile delinquency. 


Bernhard Names Aides 
In 44 Red Cross Drive 


Joseph Bernhard, industry chair- 
man for the motion picture theatres 
Red Cross Drive, announced yester- 
day (Tuesday) the appointment of 
Harry Goldberg, director of adver- 
tising and publicity for Warner 
theatres, as campaign manager for 
the 1944 drive from March 23-29. 

Lou Brager, also of the Warner 
theatre department, has been ap- 
pointed to work with Goldberg as 
assistant campaign director. Charles 
A. Smakwitz, assistant zone man- 
ager and advertising head of War- 
ner Theatres in New York Siate, 
was appointed publicity director. 


WB’s 2-Reelers 


Hollywood, Feb. 15. 


Warner Bros. is grinding two-reel 
westerns for the first time in 15 
years, in response to exhibitor de- 
mands for action shorts. 

Series is being directed by Wil- 
liam McCann, under supervision of 
Gordon Hollingshead. 


Divorce or Gamble? 


Hollywood, Feb. 15. 
Metro assigned Harry Beaumont 
to direct the next Ann Sothern 
starrer, “Maisie Goes to Reno.” 
Start is slated next month with 
George Haight producing. 


Bogart-Jolson 


(ontinued from. page 4 


Having seen a considerable portion 
of this part of the world I'm now 
stationed somewhere in India. 

Qutside of three movie changes a 
week, there is not much to offer in 
the way of entertainment. Hence 
we're greatly interested in the 
weekly shows and appreciate the 
fact that we can see motion pictures 
in this part of the world. 

However, to date the majority of 
the films exhibited have been an 
insult to the average G.I.’s intelli- 
gence. Nine out of 10 films are 
either class “B” or Class “C” pic- 
tures and would ordinarily be eligi- 
ble for the second part of a double 
feature in the States. For example, 
this week’s flock of films consist of 
“Private Buckaroo,” “Friendly Ene- 
mies” and “Deep in the Heart of 
Texas.” Two B’s and one C Film. 
When we are favored with a class 
“A” film, usually long and far in 
between, it invariably is a revival. 

Preceding each film is the now 
somewhat annoying caption, “This 
new motion picture is graciously 
donated to the Members of the 
Armed Forces, through the courtesy 
of the Motion Picture Producers 
Assn.” The general opinion on that 
score is that we’d rather pay for 
our film fare and thus be assured 
of some good pictures. 

Corresponding with friends in 
North Africa, I’ve learned that the 
majority of their films are class “A” 
pictures and fairly recent releases 
at that. Why should the C.B.I. The- 
atre be a stepchild? 

Since motion pictures are our 
primary form of entertainment and 
our only vivid contact of life in our 
beloved U.S.A., we sincerely hope 
that Hollywood will see fit to favor 
the G. L’s in India with some of 
their topnotch films rather than the 
Steady flow of “B” pictures they've 
been feeding us to date. 


W. C. Single. 


Five-Day Week Pending New Contract 
Averts Strike in N.Y. Backrooms 


JOELSON WINS RIGHT 
TO EXAMINE DISTRIBS 


The examination of major film 
companies and other defendants 
charged, in a triple-damage action, 
with violating the Sherman anti- 
trust act by J. J. Theatres, Inc., oper- 
ator of the Times theatre in Times 
Square, was granted, last week by 
N. Y. Supreme Court Justice Charles 
B. McLaughlin. Suit charges defend- 
ants formed a conspiracy to restrain 
trade and eliminate competition in 
the distribution of films in the Times 
Square area. Julius Joelson heads 
J. J. Theatres. 

The examination, scheduled to 
start on Feb. 16, also includes the in- 
spection of the books and records of 
all defendants. The examination 
will continue until March 6, the court 
ruled. 

Besides the eight major film com- 
panies, other defendants are William 
and Harry Brandt, Max Cohen, and 
their theatre companies, Anwell 
Amus. Corp., Helgus Corp., Andear 
Amus. Corp., Iris Joyce, Inc., operat- 
ing theatres in the Times Square 
area. 


Shorts in Lieu of No. 2 
Feature Being Tried 


The tendency of double-bill op- 
erators to experiment with shorts in 
place of a No. 2 feature has shown 
recent signs of importantly increas- 
ing, according to distribution 
sources. Meantime, the sales man- 
agers and the exchanges are cam- 
paigning heavily in solid duals ter- 
ritory in an effort to break down the 
practice in at least some houses. 

As result of the product shortage 
and the long waits many exhibitors 
are experiencing in getting necessary 
product, the situation forcing a vast 
number of them to play repeats and 
reissues, the resistance against try- 
ing shorts with a single feature has 
lessened considerably. 

There are many cases throughout 
the country where two or more the- 
atres are in opposition to each other 
with doubles, with all of them hav- 
ing trouble getting sufficient prod- 
uct to maintain operation. In a 
number of such cases one of the 
houses is using shorts and advertis- 
ing as well as publicizing them. They 
are seemingly reaching for an extra 
something, with the cost of shorts as 
against a second feature a factor to 
be considered, it is pointed out. 

Additionally, throughout the coun- 
try, in single as well as double-bill 
territory, the exhibitors are giving 
more attention to the booking of the 
shorts. While.an account may buy 
a whole year’s product and, in the 
past, has merely picked up the shorts 
as they became available, they are 
now deliberately booking them along 
the same lines as features. Also, de- 
clared that many exhibitors are now 
booking musical shorts when they 
are playing war pictures rather than 
just throw in any kind of short or 
shorts with them. 


$7,500 F:re Loss 


Kanszs City, Feb. 15. 

Fire, probably caused by defective 
wiring, gutted the 2-story frame 
building housing the offices of Dick- 
inson Theatres, Inc., in a suburban 
area southwest of here, causing dam- 
ages estimated at $7,500. 

Included in the loss was $2,500 in 
bonds which Glen W. Dickinson, Sr., 
president, had left in a desk drawer. 
The losses were covered by insur- 
ance. 


Hubbard ‘War’ Aide 


Hollywood, Feb. 15. 

Lucien Hubbard was signed by 
Lester Cowan as associate producer 
on “Here Ig Your War,” the Ernie 
Pyle story to be filmed for. United 
Artists release. 

Former war correspondent, Hub- 
bard recently wrote the screen play 
pond Walter Wanger's picture, “Gung 


CORWIN’S ARTKINO CHORE 


Norman Corwin will dub in nar- 
rative for Artkino’s “People’s 
Avengers,” full-length documentary 
film dealing with Russian guerrilla 
warfare. Corwin also scripted. 

Likely that title will be changed 
before release to “Behind the Lines.” 


Although Film Exchange Em- 
ployees, Local B-51 of N. Y., presi- 
dent of which is Lou Johnson, head 
of the Metro shipping room, is de- 
manding stiff terms under a new 
contract, into which distributors 
were forced after a strike of the so- 
called “backroom” workers was 
ordered for Monday (14), predicted 
that an early settlement will be 
reached, possibly by the end of this 
week. As a result of a meeting be- 
tween union representatives and dis- 
tributors Friday (11), Johnson 
ordered that all shipping and poster 
room ‘employees report for work 
Monday (14), as usual, pending de- 
termination of negotiations that were 
opened. 

Meantime, with the strike vote 
forcing action by the War Labor 
Board on last year's contract, under 
which a straight 10° increase was 
voted, but getting a turndown from 
the WLB, an appeal is being taken 
in the hopes of obtaining the 10% 
boost on scales ranging from a mini- 
mum of $28 weekly, for rewinders, to 
a top of $55 paid shipping room 
heads. Unable to explain the long 
delay in getting word from the WLB 
on a contract extending from Dec. 1, 
1942 to Dec. 1, last, except that the 
WLB is swamped with salary in- 
crease applications, union sources 
express amazement at the refusal of 
the WLB to approve these raises, 
especially in view of the fact it is 
felt that the “backroom” branch help 
has been poorly paid all along. 

New demands, on a contract dating 
from Dec. 1, 1943 to Dee. 1 this year, 
do not call for a salary jump. In 
lieu of that and in face of the WLB 
turndown on the old contract, the 
union is seeking a 5-day, 40-hour 
work week, instead of the present 
5%-day, 40-hour week, and also 
double time for Saturdays, Sundays, 
holidays, instead of time-and-a-half, 
as now paid. Pending determination 
on a new contract and action on the 
WLB appeal, the distribs, however, 
have agreed to immediately put the 
backrooms on a 5-day, 40-hour week 
but at time-and-a-half instead of 
double, as asked, for Saturdays-Sun- 
days-holidays. 

Additionally, the union is seeking 
an extra week's vacation yearly for 
a total of three and four weeks of 
sick leave at full pay. Under the 
present policy, the amount of sick 
leave permitted is based upon length 
of service and the value of an em- 
ployee’s position. 

In association with representatives 
of the Film Exchange Employees 
union, Joseph D. Basson, assistant to 
Richard F. Walsh, president of the 
International Alliance of Theatrical 
Stage Employees, is sitting in on the 
negotiations. It was Basson who or- 
iginally organized all the “backroom” 
exchange workers throughout the 
country about six years ago. He was 
at that time president of Local 306, 
Moving Picture Machine Workers of 
N.. 


RKO REPORTED SETTING 
UP COMPANY GUILD 


A union which will probably be 
called the Managers, Assistants & 
Treasurers’ Guild is reported being 
formed by emloyees of the RKO cir- 
cuit who are eligible to membership. 
It will serve in the nature of a com- 
pany union, from accounts, and em- 
brace only managers, assistants and 
cashiers or treasurers working in 
metropolitan N. Y. theatres of the 
RKO chain. 

Set in motion by several key man- 
agers of fhe RKO circuit, it is under- 
stood that a majority of eligibles 
have voted to go into the Guild and 
that a temporary committee is being 
set up to lay plans for its functioning. 

About two years ago the Exhi- 
bition, Entertainment & Exposition 
Employees union, an AFL affiliate, 
sought to organize managers, assist- 
ants and treasurers in RKO theatres 
but finally threw in the sponge when 
unable to get a majority sufficient to 
inaugurate negotiations. 


M-G Buys Hilton Tome 


Hollywood, Feb. 15. 

James Hilton, author of “Goodbye 
Mr. Chips” and “Random Harvest,” 
sold Metro the screen rights on a 
new tome, still unpublished and un- 
titled. 

In addition to his novelizing, Hil- 
ton has functioned on “Mrs. Miniver” 
and “Madame Curie” on the Culver 


City lot. 


| 
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Joe Kaufman Resigns B&K: 
Succeeds Al Rosen; Exchange Briefs 


Chicago, Feb. 15. 

Joe Kaufman, for the past five 
years chief film buyer and booker 
for Balaban & Katz, has resigned, 
effective May 1, to go into business 
for himself. He will be succeeded by 
Harry Lustgarten, at present west 
side district manager, who will con- 
tinue to supervise several houses in 
the circuit after taking over Kauf- 
man’s duties. 

Kaufman was a salesman for five 
years with Columbia Pictures and a 
booker at Warner Bros. for a year 
previously to joining the Balaban & 
Katz organization. 


Ed Douglas at Loew’s State, N. Y. 

Edward C. Douglas, who has man- 
aged various Loew theatres in the 
metropolitan N, Y. area over a pe- 
riod of several years, steps up to the 
management of Loew’s State, on 


Broadway, succeeding Al Rosen, who 
leaves March 1 to go into business 
for himself in San Francisco. Doug- | 
las, who has managed Loew’s Kings | 
and Prospect in Brooklyn, was for- | 
merly assistant manager of the Cap- 
itol, N. Y., being in latter post up to 
1930. 

Meantime, Joe Citron, assistant | 
manager ot the State several years, 
has been appointed manager of Loew’s 
Apollo. N. Y., succeeding Larry 
Samuels, who has entered the Navy, 
while Edward Schwartz, assistant at 
the Met, Brooklyn, takes over the 
Citron post at the N. Y. State. 

Other Loew assistant manager 
shifts are Charles Levinson from the 
167th St.. N. Y., to Metropolitan; 
Sylvia Sharfman from Burnside, | 
N. Y. to 167th St.; Margaret Robin- 
son from the Dyckman, N. Y., to the 
Burnside; Milton Schwartz from the 
Premier, Brooklyn, to the Kings 
there, and Henry Shamp from the 
Melba, Brooklyn, to the Premier. 

Harold Zeitner, assistant at the 
Kings, has quit to become a film 
salesman for Metro out of its Buffalo 
exchange. 


Elder Vice McManus 
Kansas City, Feb. 15. 
William Elder succeeded John Mc- 
Manus as manager of the Midland | 
theatre. | 
Dickinson, Ind., is readying the | 
+ aon Alamo for reopening March | 


3. 

Circle theatre being renovized by 
Bernie Shaner for carly reopening 
as the Pic. 


Dave Boxer Joins 20th 


Dave Boxer joined the booking de- 
partment of the 20th-Fox exchange 
in N. Y. recently on general assign- 
ment. He was formerly with the 
Universal N. Y. branch, also attached 
to the booking end. . 

Idwal Jones and John Woolfenden, 
of the Par studio publicity staff. east 
to work on campaign for “Lady in 
the Dark.” 


Paramount Pep club’s gymnasium 
and swimming course, being held at 


the Henry Hudson hotel, already has 
75 girls enrolled. 

Tommy Farrell, salesman for 
Metro in its local exchange, is run- 
ning for election to the presidency 
of the branch’s own pep club to suc- 
ceed Virginia Aaron, booker, who 
has held the post for the past year. 


Giesseman’s Citations 
San Francisco, Feb. 15. 

Cliff Giesseman, general manager 
RKO theatres, received his fifth cita- 
tion for war work this week. The 
new commendation was for 
March of Dimes this year. Previous 
citations have been awarded Giesse- 
man for his aid to recruiting by both 
the WACS and the Marines; another 
from the Red Cross for his promotion 
of blood donations, and a fuurth, the 
Order of Stoneman, for obtaining en- 
tertainment for the troops at Camp 
Stoneman, embarkation port for the 
boys leaving San Francisco for “Over 


| There” in the Pacific. 


Parr Heads ATNCSC 
Charlotte, N. C., Feb. 15. 

George D. Parr, of Lancaster, S. C., 
was elected president of the Associa- 
tion of Theatre Owners of North 
Carolina and South Carolina at the 
32d annual convention at Charlotte 
Jan. 17. He succeeds Roy Rowe, of 
Burgaw. 

A. F. Sams, Jr., of Statesville, and 
Boyd Brown, of Winnsboro, S. C.., 
were re-elected vice-presidents, and 
Pauline Griffith, of Charlotte, secre- 
tary-treasurer. 

The directors: Tom A. Little, Char- 
lotte: F. H. Beddingficld, Charlotte: 
H. F. Kincey, Charlotte: Lyle M. 
Wilson, Roanoke Rapids; Roy Rowe, 
Burgaw; H. E. Buchanan, Henderson- 
ville; H. R. Berry. Hartsville, S. C.; 
H. P. Howell, Smithfield; Ben Stro- 
zier, Rock Hill, S. C.; O. T. Kirby, 
Roxboro: George D. Carpenter, Val- 
dese; E. L. Hearne, Albemarle; J. C. 
Long. Charleston, S. C., and J. F. 
Miller, Hickory. 

Palace theatre has been purchased 
by Mr. and Mrs. Max Zager, from 
Carolina Management Corp., Ashe- 
Ville. 


Tops Columbus Variety Tent 
Columbus, O., Feb. 15. 
Bobby Jones, Club Gloria emcee. 
has been renamed for a second term 


jas chief barker of the Variety Club, 


Tent No. 2. James Hale, member of 
city council, was elected first assist- 
ant chief barker; Russell A. Bovim, 
manager of Loew's Ohio, second as- 
sistant; Jacob F. Lufts,“trustee of the 
Dusenbury estate, treasurer, and 
Fred P. Oestreicher, publicity man- 
ager of Loew’s Ohio and Loew’s 
Broad, secretary. 

William Pullin, Sr.. manager of the 
Linden, was named national canvass- 
man, with Ben Almond and Luft as 
delegates to the national convention. 

Newly-elected members of the 
board of directors include, in addi- 
tion to the officers, Jack Needham, 


REEL 


also 


EIGHT Comepies 
30 Plus 

0 Piece Set 
Sterling Silver 


Admission 15¢ 


“Wheaties” and ‘Breakfast of Champions” are 
registered trade marks of General Mills, Inc. 


‘“‘But do you serve Wheaties?”’ 


Heaven can indeed wait, provid- | ents when offspring are Wheaties- 
ing there’s plenty of Wheaties. ...| whacky. In these alluring flakes, 
Or so the younger set is apt to/kids get good whole wheat nour- 
figure. And what a break for par- | ishment, but painlessly. 


| houses, last 


20th-Fox film salesman; William 
Pullin, Jr., Linden theatre and Don 
Burrows, WBNS salesman. 

Partnership headed by Leo Yassen- 
off, owner of the F, & Y. Building 
Service, Columbus, has acquired four 
more Columbus theatres, bringing its 
holdings to six in the city. Yassenoff 
combine already owned the Cleve 
and the Beechwold, and has acquired 
the Arlington, Westmont, Southland 
and Boulevard from Mrs. Marie H. 
MacDonald, who has operated the 
four theatres since the death of her 
husband, C. A. MacDonald. 


Denver Realignments 
; Denver, Feb. 15. 
With Bill Hart, Rex, Brighton, 


Colo., manager, going to the Navy, 
his brother Derald Hart, Gothic, | 
Denver, manager, going to the Army, | 
Geo. Frantz made Gothic manager, | 
with Keith Payne managing the Rex. | 
John Keister made manager of the | 
Jewel, Denver. All are C. U. (Bank- 
night) Yaeger houses. 

Gibralter Enterprises has taken 
6ver Princess, Ordway, Colo., from 
D. J. Mooney and renamed it the 
Ord. 

F. F. (Mike) Lee, longtime Denver 
film salesman, made manager of the 
Kansas City Monogram exchange. 

G. A. Gorman bought Post theatre, 
Provo, S. D., from G. A. Turner. 

Kirby Griffin took over Victory, 
Eads, Colo., from W. W. Williams. 

John O. Denman, Mayan manager, 
given a gold key, the Distinguished | 
Service Award, for accomplishments 
during the year, by the Denver 
Junior Chamber of Commerce. Den- 
man was city chairman for various | 
loan and scrap drives, March of 
Dimes drive, scheduled all adver- 
tising in connection with Dimes 
campaign and was co-chairman of 
the Denver Red Cross campaign. 

Bob Ryan back as film salesman, 
covering the northern territory for 
Republic. 

Marie Jeffries, Universal secretary, 
now assistant booker. 

Lon T. Fidler, Monogram franchise 
holder, to Chicago for district sales 
meeting. 

John Anderson, exchange 
partner, to N. Y. for franchise hold- 
ers’ meeting. 

Cover theatre, Fort Morgan, Colo., 
destroyed by fire, will be rebuilt. 

W. R. Reynolds transferred to 
Denver from Kansas City as United 
Artist salesman. 


Jack Judd to RKO Sales Staff 
Pittsburgh, Feb. 15. 

Jack Judd, film man here for 
many years, made RKO salesman in} 
West Virginia territory. Replaces 
Carl Pepvercorn, off to Navy last! 
week. 

Sidney Sugarman, Columbia sales- 
man in Pittsburgh for years, has 
been transferred to Philadelphia, | 
where he will succeed Si Bell, who | 
goes into Army, Sugarman, orig-| 
inally from Philly exchange. His 
successor hasn't been named yet. 

John Conheim, manager of WB's 
Regent, is taking leave of absence 
on orders of his physician. He'll go 
to Florida. 

Harris Amusement Company 
tossed a testimonial luncheon for 
James Balmer, outfit’s general man- 
ager, in the William Penn hotel last 
week celebrating his thirty-fifth an- 
niversary with company. Harris Co. 
presented him with a sizable check 
and the Harris managers chipped in 
and bought him a new overcoat and | 
hat. 

Joe veteran 
pooker has re- 
turned to the local exchange tempo- 
rarily to break in a successor to 
George Ball, head booker who re- | 
cently was tapped by the Marines. | 
Davidson now is in 20th Cleveland | 
office. 

Bill Aiken, most recently manager | 
of the Broad in Columbus, Ohio, re- 
turns to his old home town as man- 
ager of Loew’s Grand, Atlanta, Ga. 

Mitchell Doubling as Manager 

San Antonio, Feb. 15. 

Jack Mitchell named manager of 
the Aztec theatre by city manager | 
E. E. Collins for Interstate Theatres | 


former 
20th-Fox, 


Davidson, 


hava fay 


circuit, replacing Homer LeTempt. 
Mitchell has been active in radio, | 
having been former program direc- 


tor for KTSA, and is current m.c. of 


“It’s Showtime,” Interstate’s radio | 
program 

School Kids for Free | 

Columbus, Feb. 15. | 

Leo Yassenoff, who recently ac-| 

quired four Columbus neighborhood | 


t week offered free after- 
noon for grammar and high 
school children on successive days at | 
all the houses. 

They were as follows: 
(8). Boulevard (9), Westmont (10) 
and Southland (11). Bill consisted of | 
cartoons, comedies and shorts. 

Wambas Reopening One 
La Feria, Texas, Feb. 15. 

Wamba Bros., who own El Patio| 
theatre, will reopen Alto theatre, | 
shuttered for some time. ; 


nows 


Arlington 


Inside Stuff—Pictures 


Mae D. Huettig, under a research fellowship from the Rockefeller Foune 
dation, surveys the industrial aspects of the film industry in a new book 
titled “Economic Control! of the Motion Picture Industry.” 

Study was conducted in Hollywood over a period of two years from 
April, 1939, to April, 1941, and was undertaken in conjunction with the 
Motion Picture Research Project. University of Pennsylvania Press is 
publishing. 


Three studios are eyeing the life story of Jimmie Davis, hillbilly singer, 
based on the probability of his election as governor of Louisiana. Davis is 
public. service commissioner of that state and led the candidates in the 
recent gubernatorial primaries. Currently he is under contract for ap- 
pearances in western pictures at Columbia, but his life story is not ine 
cluded in the pact. As a composer of moiintaineer ballads, his best known 
work is “You Are My Sunshine.” 


So many 4-F’s and 3-A’s have been paged for reclassification as 1-A’s 
under the new Selective Service regulations that Hollywood producers 
are running around in circles, figuring how to cast. future films. Studios 
are consulting their attorneys to clarify the new rules in the hope of start- 
ing important productions with at least a semblance of assurance that key 
players will not be ordered into Army uniforms before the pictures are 
completed. 


Actors, technicians and others who have returned to work in the film 
industry through medical discharges from the Army are growing jittery 
over the recent hint from military authorities that dischargees may be re- 
called for further physical exams. Many of the boys are thinking of en- 
listing in preferred services while the enlisting is good. 


The $25,000 damage action brought by Allen Boretz, author of a play, 
“The Hard Way,” against Warner Bros. for appropriating the title, was 
discontinued Friday (11) in N. Y. federal court. Boretz charged WB with 
unlawfully using the title for a film released in 1942, despite notice of 
copyright. 


Mexican locations are being scouted for two forthcoming films of a re- 
ligious nature, “The Robe” at RKO and “Quo Vadis” at Metro, both dating 
back to the beginning of the Christian era. Terrain in northern Mexico is 
something like that of Palestine, and the native population will be used 
extensively for atmosphere and type bits. 


First annual Purple Heart Day was celebrated Feb. 11 at Pershing 
Square, Los Angeles, with a soldier, sailor and marine publicly decorated 
with the order instituted by George Washington during the Revolutionary 
War. Aiding in the ceremonies were representatives of the 20th-Fox 
studio, which is soon to release a production titled “The Purple Heart.” 


Jack Skirball, indie film producer and theatre owner, has 25% of “Ja- 
cobowsky and the Colonel,” highly touted Theatre Guild legit production, 
Walter Batchelor, the agent, is handling matters for Skirball. Batchelor 
also reps Fred Allen and when the latter makes an indie film it will be 
for Skirball. 


Donald O’Connor is in the Army but Universal has plenty of completed 
but unreleased product to keep the young star’s name on the marquees 
for many months to come. On ice are “Chip Off the Old Block,” “This Is 
the Life,” “Patrick the Great” and “The Merry Monahans.” 


New York Theatres 


2ND WEEK 
Ida LUPINO @ Paul HENREID 


in Warner Bros. Hit! 


“IN OUR TIME" 


In Person 


INA RAY HUTTON and ORCH. 
GEORGIA GIBBS @ CONDOS BROS. 
THE THREE STOOGES 


LOEW'S 


20TH CENTURY-FOX 


Presents 


“SONG 


Continuous Performance 
Doors Open 10 A.M. 


RIVOLI 


In Person 


TON SCREEN. | Louis 
First N. Showing 
“PHANTOM | PRIMA 
LADY” | 
Franchot Orch. 


On the Sereen ‘tol, 
Robert Taylor Ba 


7 Sist STREET 
SUSAN PETERS 


in Person 
Lionel HAMPTON 
and His Orch. 


ANNE BAXTER “Song 


THOMAS METCHELL * of Russia” Hack 


A 20th Century-Fox Picture 
Plus A ith Ave. — — 
R O X Y cout st. 
MUSIC HALL 
ALFRED HITCHCOCK’s | US 


“JANE EYRE" 


Spectacular Stage Productions 


LIFEBOAT 


By JOHN STEINBECK 
B’w: A 
ASTOR 


Continuous 
Popular Prices 


BWAY & 


PA A 47th St. 
3 Russian Girls 


Betty HUTTON 
Eddie BRACKEN 
in Paramount's 
‘The MIRACLE ef 
MORGAN'S CREEK’ 


In Perso 
Johany LONG 
& His Orchestra 
Hazel SCOTT 
Gi LAMB 


Times Square—Mid- 
PARAMOUNT Feature Nitely 
BUY MORE WAK BONDS 


ANNA STEN ® KENT SMITH 


Twentieth Successful Season on Tour 
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THE MOST FAR-REACHING AND 
INTENSIVE PRE-OPENING PRO- 
MOTION YOU EVER HEARD 


+blanketing the entire area of Ohio, Indiana, Kentucky — 
and. West Virginia~ 


v 


backed by the official “Snow White Week” proclama- 
tions of the Governors of Ohio, Kentucky and Indiana— 


«with dominatingly-powerful Station WLW beaming out 


a saturation coverage many times a day, every day, for 
weeks in advance— 


Tech nicolor 


with two great contests for animators and the ‘Voice’ 
of “Snow White”. running in every community— 


“with personal appearances of the “Voices” of Snow 
White, Donald Duck, Goofy .-«:. » plus two groups of 
dwarfs and a Disney animator— 


“with newspaper publicity and advertising adding their | 
barrage to such a drum-fire of exploitation as never 
thundered in the land before! | N 

YOUR EYE THE AREA 

FOR THE BIG BOX-OFFICE 
RKO RADIO PICTURES, inc | @wor 
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Bannerman, Canadian Indies’ Prexy, 
Hammers At Government Control 


Quebec, Feb. 15. + 

President Glen Bannerman of the 
Canadian Ass’n of Broadcasters (in- 
dies), lashed out at existing broad- 
casting conditions in the Dominion, 
and charged that the development of 
radio here had brought “a distinct 


danger to freedom of the air, free- 
dom of speech and the exchange of 
ideas” in his presidential address be- 


High Octane 


Hollywood, Feb. 15. 
If this isn’t a radio record on 
three counts, the long line of 
Richfield Reporters is whirling 
to bow low in. humility. Oil 
company’s newscast has had the 
same sponsor for 14 years and 


over that long hasn't 
fore the fifth wartime convention of : Aer 
the organization this week (14-16). il time or stations on 


Stating that the system as now set 
up is dangerous to the best interests 
of the public and that there is real 
danger of independently owned sta- 
tions being placed in a _ position 
where it is impossible to meet com- 
munity obligations, Bannerman fur- 
ther charged that too much red tape 
existed in the Canadian Broadcasting 
Commission. He pointed out that, 
with members of the Board of Gov- 
ernors spread across the continent, it 
was difficult to get them together to 
discuss immediate questions. “As a 
result,’ the CAB prexy declared, 
“there have been innumerable delays 
in dealing with polievy matters, and 
decisions have been put off from 
month to month. 

“Press and radio should be guard- 
ians of democracy,” Bannerman said, 
“and no system of broadcasting under 
restrictive regulations must be al- 
lowed.” Explaining that his criticism 
of CBC did not apply to members of 
the Board of Governors personally, 
Bannermain contended it was “most 
untair” to place upon them the “re- 
sponsibility for establishing and de- 
veloping policy for all broadcasting 
in Canada.” 

Umpire and Manager 


Agreeing that competition between 
private and government-controlled 
radio was excellent, Bannerman took 


exception to one phase of the setup No date on expected action by the 


in which, he said, the governors of 
CBC find themselves in the position | FC on the application was avail 


Ret ‘Hall of Fame’s’ Boff 
Bond B.0. in Philly May 
Bring Repeat For Philco 


Referring to the two networks of 
Philco’s moving of its “Radio Hall 


Last Sunday’s (13) broadcast 


was the 4,000th, and it is figured 
that more than 11,000,000 words 
have been poured out for the 10 
p. m. dialers. Current Reporter is 
John Wald and the _ scripter, 
Wayne Miller. 


Blue Asks Direct 
Hookup to Brazil 


Washington, Feb. 15. 

An application was received by the 
FCC today from the Blue network 
asking permission to transmit pro- 
grams from this country for rebroad- 
cast by the Braziliz 1 network oper- 
ated by A. J. Byington, Jr., South 
American hookup includes six out- 
lets in various sections of Brazil. 


Understood Baie web shows, both 
commercial and sustaining, would be 
relayed over direct wires to Brazil 
for rebroadcast with necessary trans- 
lations or interpolations in Portu- 
guese language inserted on receiving 
end. 


the CBC, he said, “Where you have 
a complete monopoly of networks as 
you have in Canada, no station has 
any choice of network affiliation, is 
practically compelled to accept the 
dictates of the Central authority and | 


can never be a free agent. Its re-| of Fame” to Philadelphia, home- 
sponsibility is not to the people but | town of the sponsor, hypoed the 
to the Central authority. 'community’s bond drive consider- 


Bannerman favored creation of a| ably with its $7,500,000 turnout on 


three-man board of commissioners | sunday (13). It was a signal suc- 
consisting of a full-time chairman | cess for the company’s public rela- 
and “two members who would be as | tions and for civic pride. Civic 
independent -nlinctoael Judiciary. He | leaders so kudosed the company fol- 
suggested their appointment at a set | jowing the hour’s broadcast over the 
retiring age. The trio would pass on | Blue in a supercharged show com- 
ged s 


ali applications for licenses, approve | prising Bidu Sayao, Joan Fontaine, 
all applications and contracts for | 


|Fredric March, Jimmy Durante, 
minimum regulations | pau) Whiteman’s band and Deems 


governing the CBC and the indepen- | Peavlor 
denis in the interest of se:vice 
the |. The click of the Philco show's shift 
‘ : o Philly has caused company em- 
He proposed that CBC continue to 
own its own stations and operate a |! one : P pole hi ti f 
but, if there is need for two govern- | there 4 
ment networks, then the private sta- | Hd — : — as $10,000 Bond Seats, 
tions should be given an opportunity hilco family has expressed it- 
of forming the other network. self willing to buy bonds in lesser 


| 
|}denominations for a similar occa- 
Assertions Challenged sion 
iS 
: Later in the convention proceed- | John Ballantine, prez of Philco, 
ings, war services minisier La Fleche | took to the rostrum following the 


that there was 
Bannerman’s assumption 
government was influencing 
CBC decisions whether it be about | 
the broadcast of political speeches or 


said 
foi 


“the 


no foundation 


that | pany’s thanks. Philco hosted later 


in a private dining room of the Ritz- 
Carlton hotel. 


Bob Hope Air Troupe 
To Launch Tankship At 
Mobile Yards Mar. 1 


Mobile, Feb. 15. 

Vera Vague (Barbara Jo Allen), 
whose own gags have stamped her 
as the gal who usually misses the 
boat (where the males are con- 
cerned), will be. given a chance to 
hit a real one in Mobile, Mar, 1. 

The comedienne, with her co-star 
on the Bob Hope program, Frances 
Langford, have been selected as co- 
sponsors of a new tankship to be 
launched on that date at the plant of 
the Alabama Drydock & Shipbuild- 
ing Co. 

While Miss Vague and Miss Lang- 
ford handle the sponsor's role, the 
job of speaker will fall to Hope. 

Hope troupe will be in Mobile, 
Mar. 1, for another public show and 
broadcast at Brookley Field and 
their assignment to the Alabama 
shipyard role was arranged by Col. 
H. S. Rawling, exec officer at the 
field and personal friend of Hope. 

Musick’s Widow a Sponsor 
San Francisco, Feb. 15. 

Mrs. Cleo Musick, of NBC’s guest 

relations department, widow of the 


|famous Pan-American flier, Captain 


Edwin S. Musick, on Friday (11) 
christened the Liberty ship named in 
honor of her famous husband, who 
was killed in a pioneering Clipper 
flight across the Pacifie six years ago. 

Musick was killed in the Somoan 
Islands while surveying the route 
now used by Navy seaplanes and 
Clipper ships in their flights from 
the United States to Australia and 
the southwestern Pacific battlefronits. 


T&C Breast Snag 
In Memphis Stirs 
Blasts Vs. AFM 


Memphis, Feb. 15. 
Local newspapers let the Musicans’ 
union have it with both barrels the 
past week after reporting alleged 


attempts to halt the NBC “Truth or 
Consequences” 


broadcast for war 
bonds Jan. 29 from the stage at Ellis 
Auditorium. 


The Memphis and Shelby County 
War Finance Committee asserted 
that R. L. (Spike) Lesem, business 
agent for the Memphis Federation of 
Musicians, ordered them to halt the 
program, which was originated 
through WMC, a station belonging to 
the Memphis Commercial Appeal and 
currently on the union's “unfair list” 
because it has beert recording hill- 
billy music for re-broadcast. 

The Press-Scimitar reported that 
Lesem, unable to convince the War 
Finance Committee. then told Col. C. 
A. McElravy, the Auditorium’s man- 
aging director, that the “Truth or 
Consequences” program could not go 


on from his stage, implying that 
stagehands and other union men 


would be jerked. McElravy is quoted 
as replying that his contract with 
the Musicians’ union has nothing 
that permits it to interfere with such 
programs. 


, Sunday’s shindig to express the com- | 


any other matter of policy.” He 
charged Bannerman with “indirect- | Army Okays Putnam: 
ly” stating that the government was . ? 
“attempting to control the CBC} N R | t y t 
which falls under my jurisdiction.” 9 ep acemen e 
Gen. La Fleche made several con-| George Putnam, WEAF (N. Y.) 
crete suggestions which, in his opin- | newscaster on the 6 and 11 p.m.| 
ion, would go a long way to solve | sponsored 15-minuters, “The Army 
questions raised by CAB’s president | Hour” and other shows, has been | 
at a closed meeting of convention | okayed by Army doctors following 
biggies Monday (14) but nature of | his induction physical exam and ex- | 
the suggestions was not revealed. At pects to be in uniform within the} 
another closed meeting Tuesday (15) | next two or three weeks. No re- 


CAB members studied a report on 
CBC relations and considered ideas | 
expressed in Bannerman’s presiden- | 
tial 


on at WEAF. 
Newscaster recently subbed at 
address. | Fox Movietone newsreel for Lowell 
Thomas during latter’s vacation and 
ae forced to turn down offer to 


Johnny Olsen Sustainer Movietone gabber staff after 

'Thomas’s return because of Uncle 

Being Mulled By Blue Sam's priority claims on his serv- 
Johnny Olsen, m.c. of “On Stage ices. 


Everybody,” is being considered for | 
five-times-per-week 15-minute} 


| join 


Des Moines-—Dick Burris, formerly 


placement has as yet been decided | 


Gees On As Skedded 

The broadcast went on as planned, 
without interference, and sold $3.- 
000.000 worth of war bonds to Mem- 
phians as admission to the radio 
show. 

Lesem declined to comment on the 
“Truth or Consequences” charges. 

But Henry Slavick, general man- 
ager of WMC, said his difficulties 
with the union traced back to a de- 
mand last Summer that he quit mak- 
ing transcriptions of hillbilly bands 
for use on other Mid-South 

“We had been doing th 


(Continued on page 32) 


FRANK-GUENTHER 1ST 
IN AIR SPONSOR ROLE 


An advertising agency for the first 
time will become the sponsor of a 
radio program, plugging its own 
services when Albert Frank-Guen- 
ther Law. Inc., takes over sponsor- 
ship of “Symphony Hall” March 1 
via WQXR, N. Y. Session, which 
has been sponsored from time to 
time, is heard every evening from 


is for three 


sustaining show of songs. chatter and! with FDA, has joined the news an- | 8-9 p. m., but the agency will spon- 


comedy in the 1:45-2 p.m. spot on, nouncing staff of KRNT and KSO. ‘sor only the Friday evening hour. 


the Blue. 


| Bill Riley, released from the Army, is | 


Ad outfit intends to plug their in- 


He formerly had a program of his; new rewrite man in the KRNT and | formational and public relations ad- 


own ona Milwaukee outlet, KSO newsroom. 


vertising. 


directed specifically to civilians over- 


stations. | 


No Letup on Webs Luring Symph 
Musicians, Arrangers With Top Coin 


eo 


Teacher—Screecher 


Philadelphia, Feb. 15. 

WFIL recently commissioned 
its educational director, Edmund 
Dawes, to write a series of musi- 
cal station breaks to conform 
with its five-hour afternoon 
show, “News ’n’ Music,” during 
which records, transcriptions 
and news are alternated. 

So proficient did Dawes be- 
come in making up the musical 
ditties for the breaks that he’s 
gone into business making sing- 
ing jingles for sponsors. Up to 
yesterday he had seven clients. 
And he sings the jingles himself. 


ABC Net Formed: 
100 Sta. Outlets 


Chicago, Feb. 15. 

A new chain, formed to operate as 
a per-occasion network for the time 
being and confining the scope of its 
present operations to handling lead- 
ing religious programs, has been 
started in Grand Rapids, under the 
name of the Associated Broadcasting 
Corp., with Ralph Atlass WJJD sta- 
tion as its local outlet. 

According to Clayton Kuning, gen- 
eral manager, the firm was organ- 
ized for the purpose of handling 
radio broadcasting facilities of a 
large number of radio stations for 
the benefit of certain clients, some 
of whom have been using the facili- 
ties of other networks for many 
years. When contract arrangements 
with the other networks have ex- 
pired, programs will be built for the 
ABC network. At present the chain 
is servicing some 100 stations for the 
“Children’s Bible Hour,” Saturday 
morning show using juvenile talent, 
and emanating from WLAV, Grand 
Rapids. Other sponsored religious 
programs will soon be added with 
commercial programs a_ possibility 
in the near future. Stations comt- 
prising the chain are the Wolverine, 
Wisconsin, Yankee, Texas State, In- 
termountain, Kansas and Oklahoma 
networks; stations of the North Cen- 
tral Broadcasting System and sev-| 
eral other independent _ stations 
throughout the country. 

Officers of the corporation are 
Leonard A. Versluis, president, own- 
er of WLAV; Roy C. Kelley, exec 
vice-president, who is active as head 
of the Wolverine Network; Clayton 
Kuning, g. m.; W. G. Henderson, sta- 
tion relations manager, and Van C. 
Newkirk, Los Angeles, West Coast 
manager. 


OWi to DX Foreign 
WOV, N.Y., Programs 
To Liberated Italians 


A new field of service to the war 
effort by American foreign-language 
radio has been opened up by WOV., 
N. Y., with the production of a 
series of dramatic programs for use 
by the OWI on Italian radio stations 
now held by the Allies. It marks 
the first time an independent station 


+ Musicians 


has produced programs for broadcast 
via foreign transmitters such as 
Radio Palermo and Radio Naples | 


seas. 

First series of programs, consist- 
ing of 39 quarter-hour transcrip- 
| tions, will be a script serial based on 
a Classic Italian drama, “Romanti- | 
cism,” by the Italian playwright Gero- | 
lamo Rovetta. It concerns the liber- 
ation of Italy from Teutonic domi- 
nation during the last century. and 


has special significance for present- 
day Italy. A cast of Italian-language 
actors in the U. S. has been assem- 
bled by WOV for the series. Other | 
programs, musical and dramatic, 
will be produced upon completion of 
“Romanticism.” 


GILLETTE DERBY REPEAT 


Gillette Razor Co. reported to 
have again signed for the sponsor- 
ship of broadcast of Kentucky Derby 
which is run each year on the first 
Saturday in May. Event this year 
will be held May 7 and will be 


aired over CBS, as formerly. 
Maxon agency handled for spon- 


| advertising 


sor, 


and arrangers with 
name bands and symphony orchs, 
desirous of securing the lucrative 
and steady berths offered by work 
in radio, are continuing to replace 
instrumentalists at N. Y. headquar- 
ters of the networks caught in the 
draft, relieving an impending man. 
power crisis. As a result, quality of 
‘web musical programs has held up 
surprisingly despite exigencies of the 
draft. 

Union scale for musicians in ra- 
dio is $120 a week, but there are 
few who make less than $200 week. 
ly, freelancing on commercial shows, 
etc. Arrangers are in the driver’s 
seat, coining upwards of $300 weekly 
on the average, due to the fact they 
are not tied up with broadcasts and 
rehearsals, working both in their of- 
ces and at home. 

There is no shortage of higher- 
type musicians, even on independent 
Stations in key cities, according to 
radio music heads. They point out 
that the practice of enticing key men 
in the best symphony orchs and 
dance bands, as heretofore, has now 
spread to where applications are re- 
ceived from all types of instrumen- 
talists. 

NBC, which employs 125 musicians 
steadily, and pays best wages of all, 
has lost but 30 men in the draft to 
date. No trouble has been met re- 
placing them. However, the Blue 
network, which employs 65 musi- 
cians steadily, has replaced severa 
men with women, without much 
change, it’s claimed, in the quality 
of work. CBS, which has 75 instru- 
mentalists working at all times, has 
also hired several women with the 
same result. 

Arrangers are generally older men, 
because of the experience and back- 
ground necessary, and hence there 
has been no manpower crisis here, 
except that several web executives 
have noted an independence in these 
men, a feeling attributed to the de- 
mands for their services in many 
other spots. 


Coca-Cola Mulling 
Condon Jazz Series 
To Replace ‘Spotlight’ 


Coca-Cola is mulling a jazz concert 
series featuring Eddie Condon’s small 
band as a possible replacement for 


the current Saturday night “spot- 
light - band - of - the - week” shows 
which have been piped in during 
current series from service camps 
throughout the country. New pro- 
gram would take approximate form 
of CBS's “Saturday Night Swing” 
programs, sustaining feature on that 
web a few years back. 

The “spotlight” band series by the 
Atlanta scft-drink.concern has been 
consistently grooved for G. L’s with 
a traveling routine on the Blue chain 
bringing in name bands from dif- 
ferent camps six-nights-a-weck. The 
Condon series, if set, will follow in 
this groove by airing from a large 
N. Y. studio or theatre with audi- 
ences restricted to uniformed guests. 

Femme singer, male emcee and 
guesters ara being considered for the 
package, mainstay of which will be 
Condon’s seyen-man jazz band, cur- 
rently appearing at Nick’s Green- 
wich Village) N. Y., cafe. Sparkplug 
leading to possible network showcas- 
ing is undergtood to be Town Hall 
jazz concert in New York, Jan. 8, 


| staged by Condon and Ernie Ander- 


son, D’Arcy ad agency exec. D'Arcy 

handles Coca-Cola-account. 
January concert Was subject of 

lengthy review in Newsweek re- 


cently which is understood to have 
impressed biggies in Atlanta head- 
quarters of the beverage concern 
Jazz package naturally will be aimed 
at juve and G. I. listeners. 
ment will capture eyes of radio and 
industry inasmuch as 
previous attempts to put hot jazz on 
commercial basis have met with 
little success. 

Decision on projected series prob- 
ably will be made by coke execs 
within two weeks, A large wine out- 
fit and well-known breakfast food 
concern also have been dickerins 
with the jazz combo for possible net- 
work sponsored appearances. 


Experi- 


Weslaco, Tex. — Brad H. Smith, 
formerly news editor, has been 
named assistant manager of KROV 
by Archie J. Taylor, station man- 
ager. 
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Maybe the Guy's Right!!! 


Official “warmer upper” hired by the producer of one of the net- 


work nighttime shows emanating f 


rom New York pulled a switch last 


week that still has Radio Row wondering what'll happen next. 
It appears the warm-up specialist, pacted on the basis that he was ° 


to keep the studio audience enter 


tained via feats of magic, running 


gags, ete. until given the “on the air” signal, had finally convinced 

himself that he was the guy the audience was turning out for. 
Climax came last week when, after the guest comedian had bowed 

off the program, the “warmer-upper” turned to the producer and in- 


dignantly protested: 
ing the audiences I build up.” 


“I'm fed up with these tired comedians murder- 
And with that he scrammed, 


CBS Pact Binds 10 


Sponsor to New Corwin Series 


inability | 
By FRED STENGEL + 


“Have you ever sat around with 
some friehds of an evening and dis- 
cussed what you would like to 
someday? Well, as far as I'm 
cerned, this is it.” 

That's Norman Corwin 
the gent who recently left a $2,000- 
a-week writing job in Hollywood to 


return to N. Y. and radio, at one-| 


fourth that salary. His contract with 
CBS calls for a stint as writer-pro- 
ducer-director ‘of a half-hour 26- 


week series of dramatic shows from) 


Tuesday 
The pact 


10 to 10:30 p.m. (EWT) 
nights beginning March 7. 


is for 31-weeks the first year, with! 


a renewal at the end of that time at 
Corwin’s option. 

CBS has given the author 
blanche as to subject matter 
technique on the coming series. The 
deal also is unique in that this is 
the first time the web reserved 
a good nighttime spot for a sustain- 
ing show, with the explicit 
standing that a sponsor who may be- 
come interested in buying the time 
will also have to buy the show. RCA 
reportedly sought the time recently 
for “What's New” currently on the 
Blue, but was turned down. 

Corwin still likes Hollywood, and 
will go back to the Coast to work 
in pictures at some future date. But 
he is attracted to the good that can 


carte 


has 


be done vith the international 
seope that radio has achieved, and 
wishes to continue what he started 
in the “An American in England” 


series last summer from Great Brit- 


ain, and hopes to go to some other 


point of the globe at the conclusion 
of the new series. 
“The day when Hollywood can be 


dismissed as a city filled with lead-| 


ers who are extravagant and incom- 
petent is over, 
today,’ Corwin said. He has great 
respect for their staging, sound and 
music techniques. 

In discussing the feud raging be- 
tween name authors and films over 
the alleged discrepancies in stories 
as they are written and_ finally 
screened, Corwin put the blame on 
the authors, including himself. 
Pointing out that “any relation be- 
tween my story, ‘My Client Curley,’ 
and the film ‘Curley’ soon to be 
leased by Columbia Pictures, will be 
Purely coincidental,” he declared 

(Continued on page 33) 


NEAL HOPKINS QUITS 
NBC TO FREELANCE 


Neal Hopkins has resigned from 
the script division of NBC to free- 
lance. His initial chore will be the 
writing of a dramatic serial at CBS 
as yet untitled. 


Hopkins has also taken over the 
teaching of a radio production 
course at Columbia U. from Erik 
Barnouw, another former NBC 


Writer, who is now doing work for 
the War Department. 


‘Now Forever’ Changes 


“Now and Forever — A_ Love 
Story,” CBS daytime serial, has un- 
dergone a change in format, with a 
straight announcer substituted for 
the narrations in the second person 
aS previously heard, 

Rosalyn Green has replaced Bar- 
bara Weeks in the cast, playing the 
lead opposite Carl Frank, Miss 


Weeks’ husband in private life. “Now | 


and Forever” is heard at 3:30-3:45 
‘ive times weekly. 


do} 
con-! 


| 
speaking, 


and | 


under- | 


There is little of that | 


PM. Tues. Night 


Foran Eyes Air Spot 
For Musical Hoss Opry 


Dick Foran, star of “A Connecti- 
cut Yankee” Broadway musical hit, 
and formerly a film cowboy, 
disked a half-hour western show 
with musie which is making the 
agency rounds in search of an air 
client. 

Idea not new with Foran as, he 
kicked 
but now he is in earnest and would 
like to do a regular weekly series. 


CAB, Hooper Face 
Probe By Council 


Members of the Radio Research 
Council, recently formed N. Y. 
luncheon club with membership 
made up of workers in broadcasting 
research fields, is considering a pro- 
posal to study and analyze methods 
of operation and value of results 
obtained in rating surveys conducted 
by CAB (Crossley) and C. FE. Hooper 
radio reports, rival nationwide rat- 
ing organizations, it was learned this 
|} week. Proposition as yet is still in 
talking stage, it’s understood. 
| Prof. Paul Lazarsfeld, of Colum- 
bia U.’s Office of Radio Research. 
N. Y., a member of the council, said 
the proposed study, if undertaken, 


would be done independently by the | 


recently formed 
the university 
rects, 

Contemplated scrutinizing of CAB 
and Hooper reportedly is outgrowth 
of recent “expanded service’ an- 
nouncements by outtit portend- 
ing strong possibility that out-and- 
out feud is brewing. 


not 
he 


group and 
office which 


by 
di- 


‘Havelin Cautions NAB 
‘ASCAP’s Not Asleep’; 
Cannon-Mills Bill Hit 


Denver, Feb. 15. 
Carl Havelin of BMI warned mem- 
bers of NAB’s 14th District last week 
i that “ASCAP is not asleep.” He 
| warned them to be on their guard. 
| Ed Yocum, manager of KGHL, 
| Billings, reelected to serve an- 
other two-year term as NAB district 


Was 


director. Strong opposition arose 
at two-day session here in regard 
to the Cannon-Mills bill. It would 


provide the Treasury Dept. with ad- 
vertising funds, to be used in the 
purchase of space in smaller news- 
papers to promote War Bond sales. 
Approval of the Wheeler-White bill, 
with a few minor changes, was ex- 
pressed. The work of OWI and it’s 
regional chief, William H. Welsh, 
was highly praised in another reso- 
lution, 

C. E. Arney, Lew Avery, and Wil- 
jlard Egolf, of NAB headquarters in 
Washington, were present at the 
session. 


OWI to DX Health Series 
OWI will shortwave a series of 


health talks to foreign countries in a 


‘program called “Health Is the 
March.” 

Translated into 28 languages, ad- 
dresses by eminent medical authori- 
'ties will be recorded and aired in as 


many countries, 


on 


has, 


it around several years ago,| 


———— 


REPS TRY 


By GEORGE ROSEN 
A new era in radio. that of pla- 
tonie 


good-will! 
stations and old customers who find 
themselves out in the’ cold because 
of the S.R.O. time situation, is cur- 
rently With nothing 
whatever to sell, station reps never- 
| theless find themselves in the pe- 
culiar position today of courting the 
favor of agency time buyers and 


emerging. 


slighted because of their 
to get Class A station time. 
| General managers and sales man- 
; agers In recent weeks have found 
| themselves bedeviled by old custom- 
ers who make no bones about their 
| resentment because the time situa- 
| tion won't permit the stations to fur- 
‘nish time for agency accounts. Thus 
‘the stations find themselves in the 
middle of plenty of saquawking, with 
ithe agency -time buyers and spon- 
sors taking the position that “when 
you needed us we were there: now 
that we're being neglected, we'll re- 
member at some time in the future 
when you'll be needing us again.” 
As a result there’s been a wave of 
hosting and toasting of these time 
buyers by bent 
good-will missions, with no limit. to 
expense-voucher ballooning, 
Another aspect of the S.R.O. time 
situation has developed recently; one 
which has caused considerable eye- 
raising among many careful observ- 
ers of industry trends. This 
from the fact that there’s been a 


Stavuion on 


building between | 


stems | 


tendency on the part of some of the | 


key station owners and managers en- 
joying the flush of prosperity, to sit 
back and rest on their jlaurels. It’s 
pointed out that these were the men, 
in the days when they developed one- 


| week, 


lungers and coffee-pots into top, in- | 


fluential stations, who helped make 
| radio the vital force it is today, fight- 


ing for necessary reforms and reg- 
istering deep interest in all phases 
of radio. Today, it’s pointed out, 
there’s been a noted inclination on 
the part of some of these men to 
steer clear of the controversal is- 
| sues as they bask in the bountiful 


| riches of current prosperity. 


Town Meeting’ In 


Vs. Prof. 


George V. Denny, Jr., moderator | 


of the “American Town Meeting of 
|the Air,” 
' marks 


introductory 
(10) 


defended the 


during 


on Thursday's stanza 


| ove r the Blue network, 
in airing con- 
“While 

I see 
‘Variety’ that we 


| policy of the forum 


| troversial subjects, stating, 
| 

talking about past programs, 
by the magazine 


have come in 


ing from a certain Professor Strong 
in the St. Paul Pioneer-Press for our | 
program on the Polish-Russian dis- | 
pute, on the grounds that we 
shouldn't bring up these questions 
until the war has been won 

“I suppose we should inform Mr. | 
Strong that this dispute was on the 
front pages of practically every pa- 
per in every free country for sev- 
eral weeks preceding the meeting 
and we were not able to keep it a 
secret. Also, I think Mr. Strong and 


all of you may be interested to know 


that the mail on this program broke | 


all records for the season, and only 
a fraction of 1% was critical for our 
doing and handling of the subject.” 
|; ‘Variety’ on Feb. 9 carried a story 
from Minneapolis in which Prof. 
_Strong called attention to the near 
free-for-all battle with which the 
forum broadcast ended, and also the 
booing and applauding by the audi- 
ence, 


public discussion of boundary 


ill will among the minority groups 
here—and that is exactly what the 
| Nazis hope for.” 


| takovitch’'s 


for a verbal lambast- | 


In declaring it was too early for | 
dis- | 
putes, Strong added, “Talking about | 
them now leads only to agitation and | 


vy 


TIME YOUR TIME’ 


Hearst and Flowers 

Ed “Archie” Gardner's stand- 
ard “Two-Top Gruskin” routine 
about two-headed baseball 
pitcher received columnar treat- 
ment last week (10) in Bob Con- 
sidine’s N. Y. Mirror syndicated 
feature “On the Line.” Columnist 
reprinted most of Gardner's fa- 
miliar and stuck close to 
script with one exception. 

After Gruskin gets the heave- 
ho from the ball club, in Archie's 
version, he returns to his old job 
of watching tennis games for 
Pathe News. Considine doctored 
this to put “Two-Top” on the 
payroll of News of the Day, 
Hearst newsreel. 

Guess who Considine 
for! 


NBC, CBS Love 
Shostakevitch 


| Rivalry between NBC and CBS is 
now being carried over into the field 


the 


gags 


works 


of friendly relations with foreign 


countries, particularly in the net- 
works’ pitch for Soviet-U. S. 


Climactic 


amity. 
last 
out 


incident occurred 
NBC beat 
the presentation of a 
special program Saturday (12) 
Prokofiev at the 
of Dmitri 


Piano Concerto. 


when tried to 
through 
fea- 
turing Serge piano 


in a performance Shos- 

Both nets. it’s recalled, were neck- 
and-neck~ bidders for the per- 
formance rights to Shostakovitch’s 
new Eighth Symphony, CBS winning 
out with a $10,000 bid. The 
phony, the score of which 
brought to this country several 


Was 


sym- 


weeks ago by Bill Downs, the net's | 


Moscow correspondent (also 
riety’s”), is slated for performance 
April 2 by the N. Y. Philharmonic 
on its regular CBS session. 

The NBC coup last Saturday 
not come off, however, 
pheric interference 
pickup impossible. 
can portion of 
| Was sponsored 


did 
due to atmos- 
which made a 
Only the Ameri- 
program, which 
the Academy of 


the 
by 


Motion Picture Arts and Sciences 
} and the Hollywood Writers Mobiliza- 
|} tion, was broadcast. Orson Welles 
| fronted the American layout which 
included Dinah Shore, Frances Lang 
ford, Olivia De Haviland, Yehudi 
Menuhin, Walter Huston and the 
King Cole Trio. Idea was to ex- 
|change ereetings between the stars 
of theatre and films of both coun- 


tries. All the announcements on the 
| program were translated into Rus- 
sian. 

Not known here whether the| 


American portion was picked up in | 


whether it, 


Lu la Of 


tim of the 


too, Wa a 
elements. 


‘Star for Night’ Goes 
Off Blue on March 8; 
Web Gets Suit Threat 


Night.” 


ticipation show m.c.’d by Paul Doug- 


star for a auqience 


par- 


las and heard Wednesday nights in 


the 16:°0-11 slot on the Blue, will 
not be renewed by its sponsor, 
Adam Hats, and will go off the air 


after the March 8 show. 

| Blue, which currently is working 
on a replacement for the stanza, last 
| week received a notice from Haven 


McQuarrie, Coast radio producer, 
threatening suit because of the 


Similarity of the “Siar for a Night” 
stanza, and his “So You Want to Be 
an Actor” air stint. Blue denies that 
| the possible suit had anything to do 


FM ‘Quality’ Claims Just a ‘Pipe? 
Wooing Fans Via Ordinary Phone 
Wires Creates Industry Dispute 


Recent 


network announcements 
| that commercial and sustaining pro- 
grams were being made available 
for rebroadeast by affiliates operate 
ing FM outlets throughout the coun- 
try is causing considerable dispute 
within the industry inasmuch as 
quality of such shows, in all cases 
where relays are piped through or- 
dinary telephone wires, of necessity, 
cannot approach the high level 


‘claimed for FM by its backers. 


FM enthusiasts and manufacturers 
laying ground work for the expected 


| great expansion of the new system 


|are laying greatest stress on im- 
proved quality in new transmitters 
and receivers. Many of these feel 


that broadcasting of AM programs 
over FM stations, with conscauent 
limitation of fine musical overtones 
and background instrumental! effects, 
will destroy benefits of the “quality” 
campaign with which the listening 
public has been and is being wooed. 

Others, however, feel that intro- 
duction of lively, popular shows to 
FM set-owners, while admittedly 
lacking in true FM quality. will 
serve to educate the public to the 
fact that post-war frequency nrocu- 
lation programming with coaxial 
cable and air relay systems in use 


| will bring the same shows into FM 


homes as those now being broad- 
‘cast for AM listeners. 

Chief danger to the FM cause is 
seen from fact many listeners, un- 
aware they are not listening to true 
FM reproduction, might form ad- 
verse judgment on performance of 
FM set in-comparison to AM re- 
ceivers, engineers point out. They 


“Va- | 


feel all stations picking up network 
AM shows over straight telephone 
hook-ups should make frequent an- 
nouncements to’ this effect and point 


out that elimination of static be- 
tween transmitter and homes and 
absence of fading are only FM becne- 


fits being supplied under present re- 
lay system. 
17 Newspapers [ile 
Feb. 15. 
Newspapers are seeking 17 of the 
77 FM stations for wv i 
tions are now pending 


Washington, 


Wen app'icae 


with the FCC, 


This ratio is lower than that for 
standard broadcast stations, but the 
recent pronouncement by the com- 


mission of a freer policy in regard 


to newspaper appiicants is expected 
to stimulate applications from news- 
papers, 

As with existent high freauency 


stations, the majority of those apply- 


ing already operate standard broad- 
cast stations. In addition there are 
ix applications from networ! - 
three from CBS, two from NBC, and 
one from Don Lee. There is also one 
application from an. «at 


one from a unive! 
two from labor unions. 


agency, 


Kicking Around’ By 
Comics Giving ‘Voice’ 
Sympathetic Audience 


If Frank Sinatra outlast ome of 
the comics now on the air they'll 
have no one to blame but themselves. 
tibbed in good grace, a sympathetie 
audience is being built up for The 
Voice, and his radio popularity is 
mounting resultantly. 

The public Jikes to string along 


with the guy’s who's getting kicked 
around, and that’s proven profitable 
for many a high Crossley clown. It’s 
all redounded to Sinatra’s advantage 
and, together witht his unassuming 
attitude, has helped to turn the quips 
to Crossley points. M the “anything- 
for-a-laugh” zancys persist in corral- 
ing laughs at his expense, he'll be 
the last one to raise a voice in pro- 
test. But the impression is around 


that they're not helping their own 
careers by picking on Frankie, who 
into 


turned a lot of doubters 


Nas 


with Adam Hats dropping the show.) staunch supporters, 


| 

t 
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VARIETY 


Agency, Network Pros and Cons 
On Development of New Talent 


New York, Feb. 8, 1944. 
Editor, “Variety”: 

I read the recent article entitled 
“Spend—But the Right Way” in this 
week's “Variety” with a great deal 
of interest. Ever since I have been 
in radio I have noticed the increas- 
ing truth of your statement that it 
is extremely difficult for new talent 


to get into radio. 
think that this voice should come 
out of the Blue to point out that 
Phillips Carlin, vice-president, in 
charge of programs, and Charles 
Barry, eastern program manager, are 


doing their best over here to elim- | 


inate some of the difficulties stated 
in the article. 


In the Blue production depart- 
ment, for instance, we are doubling 
the amount of time which directors 
devote to meeting new actors and 
actresses. Although the directors 
are very busy, we make it a point 
to see that newcomers receive every 
courtesy and in cases where this 
does not happen for any reason, it is 
a distinct exception to the rule. We 
do not believe it is necessary for a 
stranger to make an appointment 
with somebody who makes an ap- 
pointment with somebody else. We 
are doing our best to cut the red 
tape and make talent feel that the 
Blue actually has an open-door 
policy. 

The directors who sit in on the 
“Committee” auditions are specially 
chosen for their ability to evaluate 
talent, and we feel they are doing a 
job which becomes increasingly 
more intelligent every day. Anyone 
who has the slightest “beef” can be 
assured that they can come directly 
to me and get it straightened out at 
once. All directors have been told 
definitely to get out of a rut, to avoid 
forming too definite cliques of actors 
around themselves and to make a de- 
termined effort to use new talent on 
their shows. 

The most recent example of our 
willingness to give aspirants a break 
is, of course, our recently scheduled 
“On Stage Everybody” program. We 
have felt for some time that there 
was undiscovered talent which had 


not been properly used and there- | 


fore we have opened our doors to 
acts, writers, and individuals of any 
kind. All they have to do is to let 
us know that they want to be heard 


and we book them for the regular | 


weekly auditions. This program has 
already borne fruit. 
In other words, we feel that the 


, Blue has an open mind, an open pol- 


icy and an open door—and what is 
more, we think we are proving it. 
Raymond Knight. 
Production Manager, Blue Network. 


That is why 1 


New York, Feb. 8, 1944. 
Editor, ‘Variety’: 

Your article, “Spend—But the 

Right Way,” was extremely inter- 
esting and was a lucid exposition of 
some phases of the situation in radio 
today. There are one or two points, 
however, which I believe you have 
| over-simplified and the blame for 
| which you have placed upon the 
‘wrong shoulders. 
In discussing the difficulties facing 
| actor trying to get started in 
radio, you take a jab or two at ad- 
'vertising agencies for their consis- 
tent use of a relatively small group 
of experienced players and you seem 
to think such conduct is reprehen- 
isible. With this I disagree—and I 
think that most people in my posi- 
tion as Director of Radio in an ad- 
vertising agency will disagree. 

It is to be deplored that newcom- 
'ers and players with little or no 
| experience in radio have no chance 
, to develop. But the cause for this, 
'I believe, is to be found in the AFRA 
iscale. Just so long as seasoned, cap- 
able, completely dependable per- 
| formers cost no more than the new- 
est tyro, can we be blamed for re- 
fusing to jeopardize the success of 
very iarge radio investments in or- 
der to give a leg-up to some new- 
comer? 

For a long time I made it a prae- 
tice of auditioning newcomers at the 
rate of 25 per week. At.the end of 
18 months I had listened to over 
1,500 actors. Out of this enormous 
group of people, I did find a few— 
less than a dozen—upon whom I 
could take a chance. Even those on 
occasion “threw me a curve’’—not 
through any willfulness or malice on 
their part, but simply through lack 
of experience. Of that group, I am 
still using two or three players reg- 
ularly on our shows. 

I don’t know if it is practical to 
have a committee of AFRA, or pos- 
sibly a committee of AFRA and the 
directors, function as an examining 
board to determine a would-be ac- 
tor’s fitness to perform on commer- 
cial shows, but I do think that it 
might be practical to have A, B and 
C players under some system where- 
| by a director could be reasonably 
/sure that the holder of an A card 
is a capable, seasoned radio actor. 

Until such time as some system is 
worked out whereby the director 
| will have some more tangible guide 
| to go on than merely the desire to 
help the newcomers to radio, I fear 
| that we are compelled—in justice to 
| the radio audience and the radio 
| sponsor—to continue to use only sea- 
soned performers with whose work 
we are acquainted. 

S. James Andrews. 
Director of Radio, Lennen & 
Mitchell, Inc. 


Barney Ross to Pass Up 
Sponsored WMCA Spot 
If Net Show Available 


WMCA, N.Y., is scouting around 
for a sports announcer to fill a year- 
round early evening 15-minute spot 
for which a sponsor, reportedly a 
shoe polish manufacturer, stahds 
ready to foot the bills if a suitable 
gabber that can rull in an audience 
from the start is availabl.e 
Barney Ross, USMC, former welter- 
weight champ and hero of Guadal- 
canal, who is expecting a medical 
discharge as the result of wounds 
and malaria contracted at the front, 
has been auditioned for the show. 

Ross, however, is understoood to 
be angling for a network program 
combining sports, military events 
and straight news chatter with some 
likelihood that he might land. The 
former scrapper has made many 
guest mike appearances since his re- 
turn from the Pacitic several months 
ago and impressed with smooth de- 
livery and script-handling ability. 

If Ross is not available for WMCA 
sports slot choice might be made 
from among Lefty Gomez, Bump 
Hadliey, Dolly Starke, or Red Ralfe, 
former baseball luminaries, with 
sports gabbers Clem McCarthy, Don 
Dunphy, Steve Ellis and others also 
being considered. 


LT. R. M. BIOW WEDS 


The marriage of Miss Mary Leav- 
enworth Barnes to Lt. Richard WV. 
Biow, USNR, took place Feb. 14 at 
the home of the bride’s parents in 
Englewood, N. J. 

Groom is son of Milton H. Biow, 
head of the advertising firm of Biow 
Company, Inc., in New York. 


Sgt. 


‘MAN BEHIND GUN’ OFF 
UNLESS NABS SPONSOR 


Unless “Man Behind the Gun,” 
| currently heard in the 7-7:30.slot on 
CBS Saturday nights, nabs a sponsor 
between now and March 4, the dra- 
|matic stanza, produced by William 

N. Robson, will go off the air on that 
|date, despite the fact that it is a 
big mail-puller and has won numer- 
ous awards for the quality and forcs- 
fulness of its message. 

“Gun” will be replaced on March 
11 by “Mayor of the Town,” starring 
Lionel Barrymore, which will be 
sponsored by Noxema. CBS does 
not plan to move the Robsoun- 
produced show to some other time 
on the web, and is currently look- 
ing around for another assignment 
for the producer. 


Dee Engelbach Deferred 


Fame”, has been deferred for three 
months. He took his physical Mon- 
day (14). 


Cal Kuhl, head of Biow agency’s 
radio, is 4F. Incidentally, George 
Faulkner, former scripter on “Hall 
of Fame”, is now Kuhl’s general aide 
and will script the new Philip Mor- 
ris show, “It Pays to Be Ignorant” 
when it succeeds the current PM 
“Playhouse” on Feb. 25. 
cidence, Milton Geiger, ex - Philip 
Morris “Playhouse”, in the mean- 
time succeeded Faulkner as writer 
of “Hall of Fame”. 


Troy.—Evelyn Shnurr, of Al- 
bany, is the second girl announcer 
to be taken on the staff of WTRY. 


Trail Blazer 


Detroit, Feb. 15. 

Public speakers from radio 
stations get some odd engage- 
ments but Mrs. Myrtle Labbitt, 
of CKLW, has lined up a new 
oddity. She is speaking Feb. 22 
at a trailer camp at Wayne, 
Mich., on “Fifteen Years Behind 
the Mike.” 

Women’s editor for the Wind- 
sor, Ont., station, her bookings 
also extend to Dec. 25 when she 
is scheduled for a woman's club 
speech here. 


Blue Set on Site 
For Coast Studio: 
WLS Deal Huddle 


Phoenix, Feb. 15. 


Arrival here of Mark Woods, 
Blue network v.p., for meeting 
with Burridge Butler and Glen 
Snyder, of WLS, Chi, and Albert 
Johnson, KOY, is expected to 
start immediate negotiations for 
the sale of WLS to the Edward 
J. Noble web, according to in- 
siders. 

Blue is known to be desirous 
ef obtaining a better outlet in 
Chi and although WLS has a 
working arrangement with NBC 
which does not expire until 
October and final transfer would 
have to be deferred six months 
from then, it is believed these 
considerations by themselves 
would not stymie the deal. 


Coast Tele, FM Setup 


Hollywood, Feb. 15. 

His Coast visit cut short by the 
untimely death of his daughter in 
the east, Edward J. Noble, chief 
owner of the Blue network, will 
likely make the decisions relative to 
the buying of a Coast station and 
sites for its new studio and television, 
frequency modulation transmitter at 
his home base. During the two days 
he was here he inspected various 
sites in company with Mark Woods, 
network prexy, and Don Gilman, 
western division head, but never got 
around to talking a deal with Earle 
C. Anthony for purchase of KECA 
or trade for the Blue’s KGO in 
Frisco. 

Woods and Gilman previously par- 
leyed with Anthony with none too 
hopeful results. Latter must dispose 
of either KECA and KFI and under- 
stood NBC has made an attractive 
offer for 50,000 watt, clear channel 
KFI, now its Coast affiliate. Con- 
sidered unlikely that Anthony will 
sell both stations, the best guess be- 
ing that he’ll keep KFI and trade 
KECA for KGO in Frisco thereby 
satisfying the FCC decree against 
dual operation in the same market. 
Along this line of reasoning, Woods 
is at a loss to understand why An- 
thony is so difficuit to deal with on 
KECAs 

Woods is allowing the KECA deal 
to cool for a time and has initiated 
negotiations with both J. Frank 
Burke for KPAS, Pasadena, and G. 
A. “Dick” Richards, owner of KMPC, 
moving next month from Beverly 
Hills to Hollywood’s radio row. Both 


| Sites have a power potential of 50 


kilowatts. 

Following inspection tour of stu- 
dio sites, the three Blues execs are 
practically agreed on the advantages 
of the Vine street location, midway 
between Sunset boulevard and Holly- 
wood boulevard and adjacent to Wil- 
liam S. Paley’s CBS Playhouse. Deal 
with the Stern brothers has not pro- 
gressed too satisfactorily due to un- 
willingness of owners to sell. Tenta- 
tive plans call for 10-story office 
building on the frontage to house the 
Blue’s business departments and al- 
lied crafts. Two or three other Hol- 


DeVere Engelbach, producer of | 
Philco - “Variety” “Radio Hall of | 


Jack Louis Buys 77% 


By coin- |: 


ly wood sites are under consideration 
in case the Stern deal collapses. 


Of KTAR for $375,000 


Hollywood, Feb. 15. 

Jack Louis, of the Needham Louis 
Brorby Agency, has purchased 77% 
ownership in KTAR Broadcasting 
Co. of Phoenix. Sale price is re- 
ported as $375,000. 

In acquiring control, Louis also 
shares in three other stations of 
which KTAR Broadcasting owns ma- 
jority stock. Outlets are KVOA, 
Tucson; KYCA, Prescott, and KYUM, 
Yuma. 

Louis is director of Johnson’s Wax 
and has made his winter home in 
Phoenix. 
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From the Production Centres 


IN NEW YORK CITY... 


Ed Fleming, freelance announcer, enters the Army Friday (18) 
Replaced by Warren Sweeney on CBS’ “Our Gal Sunday,” and by Mark 
Goodson on “Front Page Farrell,” NBC show....Florence Williams re. 
joined cast of “Front Page Farrell” Monday (14) after being out sick two 
days. Joan Tomkins replaced as femme lead....Winifred Law, CBS cast. 
ing director on leave of absence in Florida, expected back to desk first 
week in March....CBS sales dept. reports sponsors bidding for Landt Tr ‘ 
now in the 5:30-5:45 p.m. sustaining slot, in a show called “Sing Along.” 

Jerry Layton, in charge of sales promotion and publicity for WINS 
has a date with the Army March 7....Oscar Levant will be the soloist in 
a performance by the NBC Symphony orch under Arturo Toscanini of 
George Gershwin’s Piano Concerto on March 26....Ted Green has resigned 
as radio head of Frederick Bros.’ agency. 

Bill Vonzelley, of Colonial Adv. Agency, is confined with pneumonia 
at Lenox Hill Hospital....New addition to the same agency is Charlotte 
Wolf....Walt Pierson, head of CBS sound dept., says it should read “24” 
and not 1A. 

Ken MacGregor, producer at William Esty agency, a father. Daughter 
Jean, born to Mrs. MacGregor at Doctor's Hospital, N. Y., on Feb, 4..._ 
Leland G. Frierson, R & R account exec, upped to vice-president... John 
Powell, out of Navy, has joined Tom Fizdale....Carl Frank, freelance 
announcer of several nighttime web shows, in the Navy....Martin Block, 
WNEW “Make Believe Ballroom” impresario, will address Ad Club of 
Boston, Feb. 29....Bud Collier, acter-announcer, 4-F. 

Lindsey Wellington, British Broadcasting Corp. North American director, 
in London from N., Y....Jack Hooley, on eve of departure for London, has 
been upped to asst. traffic mgr. at BBC....Walter Herlihy, Blue announcer, 
and brother of Ed, 4-F....John Wellington resigned Blue production post 
to join Ruthrauff & Ryan. First assignment “Double or Nothing’... .Ted 
Malone, narrator on Blue’s “Behind the Bookends” and quizmaster on 
“Yankee Doodle Quiz,” being considered for war correspondent assign- 
ment by web toppers....Ray Diaz, Blue supervisor of announcers, has 
placed six spielers with affiliated stations in the past week. All men dis- 
charged from the armed forces....Stations hard hit in announcing dept. 
by father draft....Shirley Temple headed for “Cavalcade of America” 
appearance on NBC Feb. 28....Ken Fickett producing “Death Valley 
Days” for couple weeks while Mrs. Dorothy Barstow McCann tripped to 
Coast....Lew White set for organ assignment on “Grand Central Station,” 
which preems commercially March 4. 

Robert J. Landry, CBS director of program writing, is author of an 
article in the Feb. “Advertising and Selling,” dealing with past 20 years 
of radio. ...William B. McGrath, production mgr. of WNEW, upped to sales 
promotion mgr., succeeding Jerry Sill, resigned. 


IN HOLLYWOOD ... 


Radio row is alive with IA’s. Given the new rating last week were 
Paul Pierce, producer; Ivan Dittmars, musical director; Tor. Hanlon and 
Jack Mather, announcers, and Roswell Rogers, writer... .Phil Rapp back 
from New York where he talked over a radio deat for his “Big Three” 
show, featuring Bert Lahr, Charles Coburn and Reginald Gardiner.... 
Norman Siegel, radio ed of Cleveland Press, making his annual rounds.... 
Paul McCluer, NBC central division sales chief, and Jack Louis, agency 
exec, trained in to sample the sunshine....Tom Harrington will pass a 
few months on his farm in Connecticut when he takes leave March 1 of 
his duties as radio director of Young & Rubicam agency... .Jean O'Neill, 
former band singer, resuming her radio career. In private life she is frau 
of Harry Spear of the Biow agency....Jean Hersholt back in town after 
10 weeks of airing "Dr. Christian” from New York...-.Paul Conlan dou- 
bling between the Judy Canova script and a polishing job on “Louisiana 
Hayride” at Columbia. ...Les Mitchell moved in from Chicago to take over 
production of Dreft Star ‘Playhouse, vice Paul Pierce, who has an Army 
call Feb. 25....Lewis Allen Weiss and the missus returned from their 
eastern junket, during which they lolled on the Fulton Lewis, Jr., farm in 
Virginia and were housé-guested in the Chinese embassy....Jack Kapp in 
town to package radio shows for World....Ed Ettinger returned to New 
York for another assignment at J. Walter Thompson agency. His scripting 
of Monty Woolley-Sammy Kaye cigaret show taken over by Joe Bigelow, 
who teams up with Producer Al Rinker. Latter supplants Maury Holland, 
who also returns east....Don.Thornburgh took time out for a desert sun- 
ning....Ruth Aikman, supervisor of commercials for Young & Rubicam, 
ensconced here for the next three months....NBC hosted agency execs, 
clients and its stars at a dinner to exhibit its promotional campaign, 
“Parade of Stars.” Here from New York for the affair were Charles 
Hammond, sales promotion chief, and his assistant, Joe Ecclesine.... 
Canadian network of 10 stations added to NBC hookup for the Ronald 
Colman show. 


IN CHICAGO ... 


Alvin J. Steinkopf, WBBM-CBS news commentator, will soon take on 
a 15-minute, five times weekly evening newscast over WIND....June Rol- 
linson and Hub Jackson, time buyers for the Russel M. Seeds agency, 
attending radio convention in Canada....Chicago section of the Institute 
of Radio Engineers held its second annual banquet at the M & M Club in 
ne Merchandise Mart last week attended by approximately 350 guests.... 
Preston Sellers has joined WGN as staff organist following several weeks 
at Oriental theatre. ...Russell David, NBC musical director in St. Louis, a 
visitor last week....DeWitt McBride, appearing in the casts of “Help- 
mate,” “Author’s Playhouse” and other shows from here, suffered heart 
attack last week and will be confined to his home for at least six months 
ose s See Phillips Slipped into town from California for an eye operation 
....Merritt Schoenfeld, Blue Network sales manager, in Texas on busi- 
ness... - Hoosier Hot Shots, heard on the National Barn Dance, have signed 
with Republic Pictures for four more films and are also scheduled for a 
flock of Decca recordings....Jack Brickhouse, former WGN baseball an- 
nouncer, has received medical discharge from Marines and is taking a 
look-see at Hollywood, undecided whether to return to Chicago or not. 


With no baseball over WGN this summer, “Brick” may decide to stay on 
the Coast. 


Lee Marshall, former 


io, 


: radio copy writer for Russel M. Seeds, here 
2 hwy as having completed his basic training in the Army command 
at Fort Knox....Ken Nordine, mike man on WBBM’s FM station for the 
ah fe months, joins the regular WBBM announcing staff on Feb. 27.... 
at t gh wacmay 4 former radio editor of Chicago Sun and now press head 
in Gulia ate New York, stopped off after completing preliminaries 
Sarding new Horace Heidt air show....Rye Billsbury has 
Parks took of Steve Pembrook in NBC's “Backstage Wife”... Jimmy 
eat in on physical in Milwaukee last week and has been 
newscast on o aybelle Prindaville being considered for woman's angle 
oe One of the leading stations....With Winton Brown, CBS net- 
awaitin ee as 1A, half of the CBS sales department here 
E. Jeffers, of Seeds agency, on eastern trip on the 
ame 2 “ay cigaret plan for ciggies to be distributed to soldiers 
NBC's “Voic oe th urphy will succeed Myron Wallace as announcer on 
Charles Butler, NBC engi Farmer” when the latter reports to the Navy... 

roduction dire engineer for 16 years, has become a Blue Network 
April irector....Marvin Mueller, who leaves for Hollywood early 
Hildes A — down an attractive offer to return to New York with 
prem = ee Beat the Band” show which he has been announcing 
ager and 4. ay ‘here....Charles Urquhart, former NBC production man- 
in the Army Signal Corps at Camp Crowder, here 
Sentine. tou . ! recovering from a fracture of the left heel....Ed Bal- 
senke- 3 mpet player in Harry Kogen’s orchestra heard on the Blue net- 
» Is author of a new book entitled “Boogie-Woogie Made Easy”...- 
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VARIETY 


RADIO 


PUN 


Bing’s Vote Plug for GI's 


One of the rare intervals in radio when top performers offer strik- 
ing evidence that show biz isn’t shrouded in an ivory tower and has the 
courage to back it up with an expressed avowal of its convictions on 
controversial issues came last Thursday (10) night during the Bing 


Crosby-Kraft Music Hall program. 
With almost bombshell effect, 


that evoked a solid round of applause from the studio audience. 
.dent occurred after Crosby, early in the program, put across a novelty 
gag tune and followed it up with the usual “Good evening, this is 
your old K, M. H.,” to which he immediately appended, 
out for every quarter of the globe where American citizens are fight- 
It certainly seems the least we can do is to 


ing for our right to vote. 
protect theirs.” 


Crosby broke in with a declaration 


Inci- 


“And bound 


City-Owned WNYC Strives 


Epitome of Democratic Procedure 


By LESTER TUROFF + 


(This is the third in a@ series of 
interviews with leading personali- 
ties in the broadcasting field.) 

“The democratic concept of govern- 
ment requires that the people know 
how and where their money is being 
spent and it is the duty of a city- 
owned radio station to fulfill this 


function,” says Morris Novik, direc- 
tor of WNYC, N. Y. The “voice of 
New York” is the second oldest 


proadeasting station in New York 
and will celebrate its 20th year of 
operation on July 8. It shapes up as 
one of the toughest years that the 
station has ever had to face due to 
wartime shortages of personnel and 
material. 

As Novik pointed out, other 
broadeasters can hire men at salaries 
equal to or higher than those re- 
ceived by men leaving to go into the 
armed forces. WNYC is hampered 
by a limited budget and city regu- 
lations governing military leaves. 
These regulations call for payment 
to a man in the armed forces of the 
difference between his military in- 
come and his salary as a WNYC em- 
ployee. Thus because of budgetary 
limitations the new man hired for 
the job can receive only an amount 
equal to the military income of his 
predecessor. Under those circum- 
stances, there aren’t very many ex- 
perienced applicants for the vacated 
posts. The result is that the station 
is operating with a skeleton crew, 
which faces further thinning out by 
the imminent inductions of two more 
key men and volunteers at a time 
when there is the greatest need for 
highest operational efficiency and 
performance. However, the station 
has managed to do an adequate job. 

Not Hampered by Tabus 

As for Novik’s opening statement, 
it was evoked by a “question as to 
the function of a municipal radio 
outlet and the regular appearances 
of Mayor LaGuardia on that outlet. 
Novik explained that a “city” sta- 
tion can do many things that a com- 
mercially-operated one can’t. It can 
afford to bring to its listeners fea- 

(Continued on page 34) 


Walter 0’Keefe Show 
Auditioned By Blue; 


Mythical R.C. Tour 


A new idea in radio variety shows | 
developed by Walter Q’Keéfe and | 
the William Morris agency was au- | 
ditioned at Blue network studios last 
week (9) with negotiations for spon- | 
sorship under way. Formula is 
draped around a mythical tour of 
Radio City with peek-ins at studios 
to introduce guesters for specialties, 
interviews, etc. O'Keefe acts as tour 
guide-emcee. 

Audition guesters were Ed “Ar- 
chie” Gardner and Helen Jepson 
with orch and chorus also used. 


PYLE’S WAR STORIES 


not 


SOUGHT BY SPONSOR 


Ernie Pyle, Scripps-Howard Syn- | 


dicate columnist covering the war 


KSFO’S STRIP SHOW 


Frisco Fashion Commentator Geis 
Over-Enthused About Job 


San Francisco, Feb. 15. 

Margo, star of the Woman’s Page 
of the Air, KSFO, is blushing when- 
ever the telephone rings. While 
acting as mistress of ceremonies at a 
fashion show at the swank St. Fran- 
cis hotel last week, Margo, enthused 
at her job of commentating on 
clothes, told the audience, both vis- 
ible and on the air: “I think women’s 
clothes are very interesting; as a 
matter of fact I have been working 
with them, on and off, for the past 
10 years.” 

Ten seconds elapsed before the 
audience tittered; 15 seconds before 
the telephones started ringing at 
KSFO. 


Pre-Signoff Kinks 
A 4-F Headache 
To All Networks 


Recent increases of extra- eee 
lar bugs noted on network broad- 
casts, Bob Hope's pre-signoff ad lib| 
crack to his Marine audience last 
week (17) having caused the most 
commotion, will get worse instead of 
better, according to unofficial opin- 
ions being expressed in industry en- 
gineering circles. Manpower short- 
ages occasioned by the war are 
blamed. 

Instead of being red-faced and 
embarrassed about remote tie-ins 
failing to jell “on the dot” every 
time and an occasional garbling, | 
with regional shows bouncing up on 
unskedded_ relays, network  tech- 
nicians, while properly 
at the same time are taking the at- 
titude—“what are you worrying 
about, we're surprised it’s not a lot} 
worse.’ 

The engineers do point out, how-|} 
ever, that all the bugs have not been 
due to their technicial staffs. They | 
lay part of the blame on inexperi-| 
enced producing staffs, directors and |} 
performers, but admit that in many | 
cases technicial performances have 
been up to the previous high 
network standards because so many 
experienced staff members are now 

(Continued on page 34) 


WESTINGHOUSE DICKER 
‘ON SPOT’ NEWS STANZA 


through McCann- 
seriously con-) 


Westinghouse, 
Erickson agency, is 
sidering filling its scheduled Mon- 
day - Wednesday - Friday 10:15-10:30 
p.m. stanza on the Blue, which starts | 
March 13, with a special event-type 
show of on-the-spot pickups of news! 
events as they occur. 

Other type programs have been 


| someday 


| gets tougher. 


Gruskin’s Pending 


BEEF 


Introduction of the film technique 
into radio production, whereby air 
shows are currently being whipped 
together chunk-by-chunk, but with- 
out benefit of the Hollywood “cut- 
ting room” process to provide final 
cohesion, is causing considerable 
squawking, particularly among radio 
scripters, upon whom the burden of 


responsibility for a final, smooth 
running show depends. 
piecing-together technique 


has become so widespread among 
the top air shows today that the 
trade has tabbed it “hunk radio,” 
with many agency production men, 
scripters, etc., readily admitting that, 
as far as they’re concerned, it’s not 
only hunky, but almost invariably 
comes out punky. 


They bemoan the fact that it’s a 
far cry from the days of, say, the 
old Rudy Vallee show, when the en- 
tire ensemble worked right through 
from scratch in developing show that 
finally went out over the air. In 
contrast, they assert, today a film 
name or any other guestar who han- 
dies a dominant part of the script 
will be available for perhaps only 
two hours for a quick take, while the 
opposite lead may not have an op- 
portunity to put in an dppearance 
until the next day. Thus the show 
frequently goes on without a com- 
plete run-through, with result that 
more and more reliance must be 
put on the writers’ judgment in sal- 
vaging a measure of cohesiveness. 

Not all agree, however, that the 
technique is bad. Some contend the 
“hunk” production method often has 
the effect of giving the show a spon- 
taneity at the time of airing because 
of the element of freshness and sur- 
prise when the entire cast is as- 
sembled. (The audience sometimes 
is surprised, also). They’re outnum- 
bered, however, by those who, 
though seeing no remedy in sight, 
| nevertheless cling to the hope that 
itll be different and a 
package once more will be a pack- 
age instead of a grab-bag. 


| the 


Chi Papers May 
Drop Radio Ads 


Chicago, Feb. 15. 

Possibility of all radio advertising 
in Chicago newspapers being 
dropped in the near future was seen 
in the Daily News’ warning last 
week that such lineage would be 
dropped when news print rationing 
Paper takes attitude 
that if pinched for space merchants | 
will be given preference. 

While no comment could be ob- 
regarding plans of other 
papers it was intimated they would 
follow suit if necessary. Several of 
the papers having news programs 
on the air have switched them over 
fo a cash basis in the last few 
months, 


Induction to Cue Radio 
Switch in Morris Agcy. 


George Gruskin, head of the Wil- | 
liam Morris agency's radio dept. in| 
Hollywood, is slated for induction, | 
having passed his physical, following | 
a three-months’ time-out to clear up | 
an ear condition. He's 
Vicki Faust, actress. 

Gruskin’s Army service will mean 
that Buster Collier, his aide, will 
have to take over and probably also 
compel Bill Murray, general head of 
Morris’ radio dept., to commute} 
about four times a year from New | 
York and Hollywood. Meantime, | 


married to | 


DRAFT MEDICOS OKAY 


Presbyterian Church Enlists Clergy 
In Move to End ‘Confusion, Conflict’ 
On Air, Improve Religious B casts 


Portal-to-Portal 
Gagging up a phrase borrowed 
from the John L. Lewis-coal op- 
erators’ demands, WABC-CBS 
employees in New York are now 
suggesting pay on a “portal to 
portal” basis. 
That’s because the web and 
flagship station’s personnel in 
the Madison Ave. building— 
which has mushroomed from ap- 
proximately 250 to 1100—are still 
using the same six elevators 
(three local and three express). 
Increased passenger load makes 

for long and frequent waits. 


Sponsors Renew 


Drive to Break 
Press ‘Ad Tabu 


Unusual situation cropping up in 
recent weeks is becoming an increas- 
ing source of annoyance to network 


execs. The difficulty lies in the fact 
there’s nothing the nets can do 
about it. 


It all stems from attitude being 
taken by sponsors of programs with 
nothing to sell but good-will and 
creating a potential post-war buying 
audience while they’re engaged for 
the duration in turning out war ma- 
terials, 

These sponsors resent the fact that 
the networks’ publicity handouts fail 
to make mention of the sponsorship 
auspices, taking the attitude that 
since they're not on the air to sell 
their product, there’s no reason why 
unofficial ban should not be 
lifted. 


apparently not taken into considera- 
tion by the sponsors is the fact that 
newspapers, goodwiH or no goodwill, 
still look upon radio as rivals in bid 
for advertising biz and that mention 


of the sponsors would only be an | 


open invitation te toss the copy into 
the waste paper basket. 

Attitude of newspapers through- 
out the U. S. in regard to use of 
sponsor names in radio listings is re- 
flected in a survey recently conduct- 
ed by the American Newspaper Pub- 
lishers Assn., which sent a question- 
naire to al] papers asking about the 
practices of publishers in handling 
the listings. 

Of the 
radio program listings free of charge 
493 do not use trade names in pro- 

gram listings. 

1 omits “direct” trade names. 

11 use trade names in program list- 

ings. 

2 “seldom” publish trade names in 

program listings. 

16 “try to eliminate” trade names. 

6 publish trade names when tied- 

up with copy of advertisers. 

9 publish trade names only as 

necessary to identify  pro- 
grams. 

4 use trade names only for 

paper’s station. 
publishes “some” 
publishes trade 

cia] request.” 
19 did not reply to this question. 


news- 


trade names. 
names “by spe- 


‘WHAT'S NEW?’ PILOT 


Howard Riley, producer of the 
RCA “What's New?,” Saturday night 
one-hour show on the Blue. 


in Italy, has been approached by a/| auditioned by sponsor, but above Wally Jordan, aide to Murray in’ his physival last Friday (11) in New 

sponsor to broadcast from the war | format is in forefront at present. New York, is slated for a Coast visit) York and is slated for early induc- 

front human-interest stories of our jin early March to generally super- tion. 

boys on a regular thrice-weekly 15- | vise matters. | J. Walter Thompson agency, which 

Minute stanza. Memphis — Catharine Moore, of | handles the program, has not de- 
Deal is still cooking, with War | WNOX, Knoxville, is the latest addi- | Louisville. — Walter Murphy, vet- cided as yet on a successor. Show 

Dept. authorities approached for {tion to the announcer staff at | eran newscaster, has joined the staff! goes half-hour (7:30-8 p.m.) start- 


clearance. 


| WHBQ, Memphis. 


| of WINN, Louisville. 


jing March 4. 


Chicago, Feb. 15. 
recent “Variety” 
survey religious broadcasting 
which put stress on the phoney 
preacher and racketeering element, 
the Presbyterian Church of the 
United States has sent out a letter 
to outstanding ministers enlisting 
their aid and counsel in working out 
a plan for a new type of church 

broadcasts. 

Outside of a few broadcasts of 
church services and certain nation- 
wide religious programs presented 
regularly by the major networks 
which do not touch a great majority 
of the local stations, officials of the 
Presbyterian Church say all that re- 
mains in religious broadcasting is 
confusion and- conflict. The letter 
points out that the public is bom- 
barded by a queer medley of,gospel 
hours, rabble rousers and ‘Strange 
prophets, with use of so- -called re- 
ligious programs by those seeking 
financial gain one of the most sinis- 
ter aspects. What the average citi- 
zen hears in the name of religion 
when he turns on his radio nowdays 
is very far from an adequate presen- 
tation of the great ideals for which 
the Christian church stands, they 
say. 

Particularly Acute in War Time 

The situation is even more serious 
today because of the upheavals of 


(Continued on page 32) 


Breckner Quits 
War Dept. For 
RKO Blue Strip 


Hollywood, Feb. 15. 


Aroused by a 


As pointed out by the web execs, | War Dept. 


Gary Breckner has resigned his 
post as chief of west 


coast relations to emcee the new 


| RKO studio strip over the Blue coast 


and mountain network. Tagged 
“Luncheon With the Stars,” quarter 
hour, five-time weekly series takes 
off Feb. 28 for the test run at 12:30 
p.m. 


Foote, Cone & Belding has as- 


| signed Arnold McGuire to produce, 


as 
' nettes 


563 newspapers publishing | 


Fred Runyon and Tom Pettey to 
script and music by Manny Harmon's 
ll-piece orchestra. Breckner will 
conduct interviews with RKO stars, 
narrator on dramatic vig- 
and move his mike all 
around the lot for special depart- 
ment pickups. 


Participating Sponsor 
Setup Via Housewives 
League a Top Grosser 


Chicago, Feb, 15. 


Probably the all-time high for 
participating sponsor programs was 
;reached here last week when the 
Paul Gibson-Housewives Protective 
League shows (‘two-a-day) reached 
a gross intake of $7,200 a week from 
18 sponsors at $400 a week with 
plenty of potential buyers on the 
waiting list. Show is aired locally 
over WBBM 6-6:55 a.m. and 4-4:30 
p.m. 

Housewives Protective League was 
introduced to radio in 1933 over 
KNX, Los Angeles, by Fletcher 
Wiley, then a producer-announcer at 


passed | 


the California station. Setup is that 
any sponsor can apply for sponsor- 
ship by the group but is accepted 
only after the product is tested by 
members of the League. 

Brought to Chicago’s WBBM by 
Paul Gibson, the prégram opened 
cold as a sustainer on August 4, 
1942, with the first participating 
sponsor ‘(Meadow Gold Butter), sign- 
ing up a month later. Show has a 
record of 90°, of sponsors renewing 
| with none ever having cancelled due 
ito a lack of results. 
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SCENE I: 2nd WAR LOAN...WABC, New York...Tues., Oct. 6, 1942. Kate Smith made her first 7 


broadcast at 6 A.M.; stayed in the studio till 2 A.M. Oct. 7; spoke 30 times to an 8-state audience} 
Total elapsed time, 20 hours. Total War Bonds sold, $2,013,500. 


(“Incredible,” they said) 


SCENE II: 2nd WAR LOAN...WJSV (now WTOP), Washington, D. C....Wed., Oct. 28, 1942. 


Kate made her first broadcast at 6:01 A.M.; stayed in the studio till 1 A.M., Thurs., Oct. 29. 
Total elapsed time, 19 hours. Total War Bonds sold, $1,015,950. 


(“Amazing,” they said) 


3rd WAR LOAN: Tuesday, September 21, 1943. Kate made her first broadcast at 8 A.M. ; stayed 
in the studio till 2 A.M.; spoke 64 times over the coast-to-coast CBS network. These included 
2-minute spot announcements, her own regular noon show and several special 15-minute interludes. She concluded 


by singing “God Bless America.” Total elapsed time, 18 hours. Total War Bond receipts, over $38,000,000. 


(“Fabulous,” they said) 


AND YET ON FEBRUARY 1, 1944, in the 4th War Loan, this extraordi- 


nary woman went to the American people again. She so roused their 


patriotism with her disarming sincerity that through 134 CBS stations, they 


poured into the coffers of the United States Treasury over $108,000,000 worth 


of War Bonds. She remained at the CBS microphone for a total elapsed time of 


1814, hours, made 57 separate appeals. 


___ Take the power of a national Idea, add the united strength of 134 stations 


coordinated to transmit this Idea to the total American radio audience, add the 


power of the audience itself, and add the genius of a consummate citizen in 
putting the Idea into live words: that was the teamwork that made that mem- 
orable day. The total result not only triples the best similar 


effort made so far in the war, but causes sharp discomfort to 


the enemy. 


This is CBS... The Columbia Broadcasting System 
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82 RADIO REVIEWS 
“IT’S HAPPENING TO ME” “MY BEST GIRLS” | “CORONET QUICK QUIZ” SHHHHHHOS 
Paul Muni, Robert Young, Martha With Mary Mason, Mary With * 3 
Seott, Ida Lupino, Fay Holden, Lorna Lynn, John Griggs, Ogden, Writer: red VOsse F ll as t 
= Mitchell, Lee Sweetland Miles Director: Cecil Widdefield oO OW u ommen 
Preducer-Writer: Arch Oboler Writer: Jack Kelsey 5 Mins.; Saturday, 8:55 p.m, z 
One-shot, Feb. 9, 9:50-10 p.m, Director: Wes McKee CORONET MAGAZINE Oooo $Hooesecy 


Sustaining 
(Blue), New York 
This was an Oboler 


special for 


Bonds and as a salute to the drive} 


made by the moving picture theatres. 


Borrowing 30 minutes from the Blue, | ripped the walls off the house ot 


it left no regrets. It had its points. | 
Also its counter-points (back to “con- 
trapuntal” again). 

Oboler this time 
frightening everyone 
bonds or making them 
rest of the night. But it took him 
eight minutes to reach the Times| 
Square of the script, and when traf- | 
tic is as heavy as that, you some-| 
times get out and walk. A few diving 
lessons, Olympic rules, would have 
gotten this one into the water faster. | 

Still, when the script got to where! 
it was going it did have something to) 
say. There were four episodes: the | 
young American wife being dragged 
off to a German army camp; other 
family members on a Polish prison 
train with destination a machine gun: 
the husband suffering the tortures of 
a Jap captive march, and grandma 
being beheaded by a Squint because 
of her feebleness. 

It wasn’t cute. It wasn't gentle. It 
wasn’t meant to be. And it was in 
the hands of good performers. Paul 
Muni was the narrator. Neverthe- 
less, there was that long opening ex- 
planation of the “game” the program 
was about to play with its audience. 
Hence, the title and premise of bring- 
ing the war into your own home to 
strike down the people around you. 
The explanation of this is what took 
up those initial eight minutes during 
which Muni was repetitious to an ex- 
treme, and the program seemed as if 
it would never untrack itself. 

As previously said, it was nicely 
done when it got rolling. a twist, and 
to be hoped it accomplished its pur- 
pose—bonds. But as a scarecrow? | 

| 


on 


bent 
buying 


shiver the! 


was 
into 


Remember the one, a couple of years | 
back, in which the Germans took 
over Chicago? That was the one. It 
scared the pants off us. What a 
nightmare. Who wrote it? | 

However, “It’s Happening to Me”) 
had something else to offer. It can | 
stand as a lesson to those who have | 
their doubts as to the value of mu- | 
sical backgrounds for this type oi 
sketch. Three of the four incidents 
used were minus music, and it was 
obvious what was missing. Musical 
backgrounds are the octane fuel 
which can stoke this type of drama 
to a high ceiling. Without accom- 
paniment, Oboler’s piece was flat | 
where it need not have been. More 
important, this lack robbed the pro- 
gram of its Sunday punch. 

There is a_ difference between 
sound effects and music. Both come 
under the head of “production.” Both 
can be overdone, Yet, music belongs. 
Practically always. skeptics 
should ask the Blue for a recording 
because here is the convincer. Sid. 


IMOGEN CARPENTER 
With Nat Brusiloff Trio, Ken Powell 
Producer: Ken Powell 
10 Mins.; Monday through Friday, 
6:15 p.m. 
Sustaining 
WOR, New York 
Having already achieved a rep as 
a singer in the smarter niteries and 
in “Ziegfeld Follies,” Imogen Car- 


| another mythical family 


50 Mins.; Wed., 8:30 p.m. 
STERLING DRUG—ENERGINE 


| WJIZ-Blue, New York 


(Young & Rubicam) 
replacement for “Battle of 
Energine cleaning 


As a 
the Sexes,” 


group for 
of radio listeners 
Wednesday night (9) to intro “My 
Best Girls.” It’s the tale of the Bart- 
lett family living in another “typical 
American town,” 


the benetit 


side of Chicago, (as if it made any 
difference) which includes Dad, a 
widower, and three daughters, 


Linda. 17: Penny, 14, and Jill, 9. 

Penny let the people know where 
she stood early in the show by tell- 
ing her old man not to be a “square, 
thus serving notice she was a hep 
chick and likely to be the source ot 
a lot of trouble for the family group. 
She was,-on the preem, with the as- 
sistance of little Jill, who “kid- 
napped” Frankie Farrell, a_ thinly 
disguised version of Swoonatra, so 
he could be present at Penny’s birth- 
day dinner. Despite the resultant 
confusion which finds Frankie miss- 
ing a couple of shows at his Chi the- 
atre and the cops sent on a wild 
goose chase to “arrest” him every- 
one turns out to be just peachy about 
the whole thing and the 14-year-old 
goes to bed that night moaning that 
she had the “best birthday ever.” 

Commercial value of the series de- 
pends entirely on whether, from the 
audience viewpoint, these “family 
exposes are being overdone or not. 
It sometimes seems as though a 
family chosen from Dogpatch, never- 
never-land or some untypical Amer- 
ican town might produce more in- 
teresting people. On the other hand. 
maybe uninteresting people sell 
more merchandise because there cer- 
tainly are a lot of them on the air. 

Acting was okay and Dan Sey- 
mour’s four commercials well- 
handled. Show used Don Baker on 
the organ for musical backdrop. 


Donn. 
“SERVICE SERENADE” 
With Larry Paige Orch, Barbara 


Scully, Doug Leavitt, Dawn Brad- 
ley, Dr. Paul C. Rankin, Earl Scott, 
Don Faust, Announcer 
Writer: F. Lee Johnson. 
by Fred Rivard 
30 Mins.; Sat., 6-6:30 p.m. 
Sustaining 
WXYZ-Blue, Detroit 
This is the first of the regular local 
USO shows to be picked up for na- 
tional airing and provides a great 
example of how the organization is 
utilizing all talent it can lay its hands 
on. It began as a regulation Satur- 
day evening show for the ‘service 
men at the Downtown USO, was 
aired by WXYZ, spread over the 
Michigan Network and now is being 
used over the national net. It gives 
the nation a good idea of what the 
various cities are doing to entertain 
the boys on leave, liberality of the 
entertainment world in turning out 
for shows and is grooved to fill a 
half-hour in any barracks, anywhere. 
With the Paige band as a regular, 
the shows have worked in such visit- 
ors in town from the stage and niter- 
ies as Rubinoff. Gloria Swanson, 
Glenn Miller’s Modernaires. Paula 


Produced 


ters, Nick Lucas, Royal Guardsmen, 


penter is getting an ether build-up 
via this across the board 10 minute 
solo spot in addition to a regular 
airing on WOR’s “Paul Winchell and 
Jerry Mahoney” show. 

Miss Carpenter's vocal equipment 
seems deserving of all this attention, 
her ballads hitting the mark as ef- 
fectively through the loudspeaker as 
on a nitery floor. Pipes are warm 
and rich and delivery is intimate 
and personable. Even her announce- 
ments have a soft-purring quality. 

Musical background by Nat Brusi- 
loff’s trio is full without being too 
obtrusive. Outfit has sufficient color 
and novelty to rate a solo on its own. 
However, too much can't be sand- 
wiched in on a 10-minute show. 

Ken Powell, who also produces, 
does the opening and closing spiels. 

Jose. 


“HELLO SWEETHEART” 

With Nancy Martin 

Writer: Harry Hess 

Producer: Hal R. Makelim 

15 Mins.; Sat., 4:45-5 p.m. 

GUM LABORATORIES, INC. 

WENR-Blue, Chicago 
(McJunkin Adv. Co.) 


Songs, dedicated to loved ones in 
the service, and sung by Nancy Mar- 
tin, also heard on the “Breakfast 
Club” program, constitutes the make- 
up of this 15-minute Saturday aiter- 
noon session. In response to requests 
from the listeners three numbers are 
dedicated each week to men in the 
service and excerpts of the letters 
requesting them are read. When 
caught Miss Martin sang “When the 
Lights Go On Again,” “Miss You,” 
and “When Day Is Done,” besides 
“Star Eyes” which was a salute to 
all men and women in the service. 
An orchid is sent to the persons 
whose requests are used and a box 
of Ivoryne chewing gum to the serv- 
icemen. 
are 


Martin’s vocalistics 


Nancy 


Joe Morrison, the Sea Chanty Cho- 
jrus from the Canadian Navy Show, 
Ethel Shutta, Bonnie Baker, Del Par- 
ker, Olsen and Johnson and, current- 
ly, the stars from “Blossom Time.” 
The program also uses a double trib- 
lute device: one nod to some branch 
of the service for a_ spectacular 
|}achievement and another to the home 
folks who help make the USO enter- 
tainment possible. When caught, the 
Marines took the bow and Dr. Ran- 
kin, speaking for the USO board, 
paid tribute to the 12,000 citizens who 
as volunteers had made the “Detroit 
USO a soldiers’ paradise.” Singled 
out for special praise were the ama- 
teur photographers who at the De- 
troit USO make gratis pix for the 
bovs to send home. 

The Paige orch carries the burden 
of the program, the opening clipping 
across such pop tunes as “No Love. 
No Nothin.” “Carnival of Venice.” 
featuring the trumpet of Earl Seott; 
“Holiday for Strings,” “My Shining 
Hour.” the band’s regular vocalist. 
Miss Bradley, on “A Lovely Way to 
Spend an Evening,” and “I Love 
You.” Band is solid. The program 
uses as its theme “At the USO.” the 
tune written by Seymour Simons 
and donated to the Detroit USO, 
which gets all royalties on the num- 
ber. 

Program d6éesn’t loiter, makes no 
great pretensions, can tell whether 
it’s registering in the camps by the 
reaction of its own servicemen’s au- 
dience and serves the nice purpose 
of giving the soldiers something 
while letting the public in on what 
the average USO is doing in enter- 
tainment. With the variety of stars 
it uses the show can continue to hold 
up to a national following. Pool. 


pleasing to the ear and the commer- 
cials not hard to listen to. Jim Camp- 
bell acts as narrator and announcer 
and show has been nicely put to- 
gether by producer Hal R. Makelim 
and writer Harry Hess. Morg. 


this time just out-) 


Kelly. Richard Gordon, Hylton Sis- | 


WLS-Blue, Chicago 
(Schwimmer & Scott) 

“Coronet Quick Quiz.” Saturday 
session of the new six-times weekly 
five-minute shots for Coronet maga- 
zine. is a fast moving, compact little 
show that should build up to great 
popularity among quiz show follow- 
is particularly appealing to 
those who like to mentally answer 
| the questions on such programs as 


‘the “Quiz Kids” and “Information 
Please” and = gives the listener 
|chance to test his knowledge and 


s-ore himself while so doing. 

Format is simpfe but 
Fight questions are put to the radio 
audience in rapid succession by 
Quizmaster Charles Irving and their 
answers immediately supplied. 
Listeners are given five seconds to 
answer each with 10 to 20 points 
given for each correct answer for a 
total of 100 points. “How many 
stories has the Empire State build- 
ing?” and “Who was vice-president 
under Calvin Coolidge?” are ex- 
amples of the questions asked. A 
$100 War Bond is being given to the 
listener each week who submits the 
best Q. & A. set. 

Commercials, by Don Dowd, are 
necessarily short and snappy, and on 
the opening show called attention to 
the game book section of the maga- 
zine. Morg. 


HOW DO YOU PRONOUNCE IT? 
With Prof. George William Smith, 
Guests and Students 
15 Mins.; Thurs., 10:30 a.m, 
TROY SAVINGS BANK 
WTRY, Troy 
Interesting educational, originating 
on Russell Sage Women’s College 
campus, has landed a sponsor after 
two years. In going commercial, pro- 


gram’s running time  has_ been 
doubled. Described as “a spelling 
bee in reverse,” it has Professor 


Smith, head of speech-drama depart- 
ment at Sage and a man with some 
professional stage experience, as 
chief quizzer. Assistant is a guest 
from a college faculty. One of these, 
and the best known in show business, 
was Dr. James F, Bender, chairman 
of speech department at Queens Col- 
lege and author of recently pub- 
lished NBC’s “Announcer’s Hand- 
book of Pronunciation.” Three stu- 
dents—Mildred Josephs, Jean Frank- 
en and Edith Kelly, all with rather 
good voices and mike personalities— 
try their skill at familiar but oft-mis- 
pronounced words and names. They 
quiz one another toward the end. 
There are references to inquiry let- 
ters from listeners, but names of lat- 
ter are not mentioned. 

“Pronounce” is well handled, al- 
though pace is very leisurely, by or- 
dinary commerciaksgtandards. A flaw 
noticed on one broadcast, failure to 
give authorities when more than one 
pronunciation is correct, has been 
corrected. Professor Smith is smooth. 
casual, non-pedagogical: an educator 
who uses radio with a proper un- 
derstanding of the medium. Well- 
written advertising copy is nicely 
read by Deac Rossell. Jaco. 


| Presby. Church 


Continued from page 29 


population following war industries. 
Many families removed from their 
homes and accustomed places of 
worship are friendless in new locali- 
ties, often poorly housed in trailer 
camps. They are more dependent 
vides. Such people, the letter points 
out, represent the ones about whom 
the church should be most con- 
cerned, those who tend to be outside 
ot regular programs, figuratively in 
and hedges. Idea of the 
Presbyterian Church is not to pre- 
vent the unworthy religious broad- 
casts but to provide something bet- 
ter. Toward that end they are ask- 
ing representative pastors of their 
denomination to give their frank 
opinions on the subject and answer 
la series of seven questions. 

These are: (1) Do you sense the 
need which has been brought home 
to us? (2) Can you send us a typical 
weekly schedule of religious broad- 
casting in your community and tell 
us how much of this you consider 
worthy? (3) Do you know of Pres- 
byterian pastors in your area broad- 
casting regularly or occasionally? 
If so, under what auspices? (4) Is 
there any local Federation of 
Churches or Ministers’ Ass’n that 
conducts radio programs? (5) Do 
you know of any efforts to serve 
civilian newcomers and transplanted 
populations by religious broadcast- 
ing? Has there been any effort to 
let them know what is provided? 
(6) Do you know of any religious 
radio programs that have been dis- 
continued, and why? (7) Have you 
specified suggestions as to what you 
think should be done? 

Reprints of the Dec. 1 “Variety” 
article were sent with the letter and 
questionaire. 


than ever upon what the radio pro- | 


If Lois January spends all her days 


‘on the radio the way she spent Lin- 


effective. | 


i of 


coln’s Birthday, the service men will 
continue to settle for a hot bugle— 
if they can get one. She wakes the 
G.1's up from 5:30 to 6:30 a.m., but 
you can’t tell us the boys like to roll 
out to “A Sergeant’s Prayer” (poem 
recited from a letter) immediately 
followed by the ballad, “This Is the 
Loveliest Way.” Miss January ought 
to mind her W's and ABC's, A lot 
mail she gets, no doubt, but if 
she stops being so cute, and pays 
some attention to what goes on that 
turn-table, maybe there'll be even 
more mail. 


“The Aldrich Family” put in a 
great night Feb. 3, This was the epi- 
sode that had the boys trying to dig 
a $1 to take the girls to a picture 
show. The half hour was all “situ- 
ation” excellently written. 
“Henry” is a bit old to compare to 
Tarkington's “Penrod,” but Tarking- 
ton never stopped at “Penrod.” He 
went on to boy named “Willie Bax- 
ter.’ Meaning that “Henry” is the 
closest to “Willic” radio has ever 
come, and to even start walking up 
the same adolescent path as Tarking- 
ton, though in another medium, is 
plenty good enough. 


Nice personal touch was given to 
“Can You Top This?” Saturday night 
(12). when Harry Hershfiela’s medi- 
co-brother, Dr. Al Hirschfield, was 
heralded as being in the studio»audi- 
ence. Gag reference to the Chi med- 
ico gave the fun added human-inter- 
est values. 


The Nose, W. C. Fields, visited The 
Voice, Frank Sinatra, on the Wednes- 
day (9) evening Vimms session over 
CBS. However, the meeting fell flat 
since Fields’ material was tired and 
the Voice isn’t exactly a comedian. 
When Sinatra stuck to the vocals, the 
program moved along well enough 
except at the end of each of his songs 
when the bobby-sock brigade 
shrieked and squeaked. The Voice 
seems to have abandoned the use of 
the arpeggiatura, which had his fol- 
lowers emitting noises in the middle 
of his numbers. Reported he had to 
eliminate those screeches to keep his 
sponsors happy. 


John B. Kennedy took a positive 
and courageous stand Saturday night 
(12) during his Blue commentary in 
drawing an actual analysis of the 
many and recent outbreaks of anti- 
Semitism in various big cities 
throughout the country. He em- 


phatically placed the blame upon our | 


home-front fascists and showed up 
escapists who label it hoodlumism 
and the pranks of youth. He drew a 
clear cut analogy between these ex- 


hibitions of intolerance and the cur- | 


tailment of all freedom. 
presented his conclusions with deep 
feeling and emotion which by no 
means detracted from their over- 
whelming truth. He hit hard with 
facts so well proven they were not 
open to argument. 


Radio’s emergence champion 


of modern American music, was 


| Riven free play over the past week- 


end, when the three top symphonic 
programs highlighted their nerform- 
ances with some notable contribu- 
tions to the present-day library of 
music. For radio listeners who like 
their longhaired compositions in the 
modern idiom, it was practically a 
field day. Featured on the Aillis- 


i Chalmers Boston Symphony concert 


Saturday night (12) on the Blue, 
with Serge Koussevitsky conducting 
and Will Geer as narrator, was a 
stirring performance of Aaron Cop- 


land's “A Lincoln Portrait” and 
Samuel Barber's (now in the Aw 
Corps) “Commando March.” On 


Sunday (13) the U. S. Rubber-N, Y. 
Philharmonic concert on CBS in- 
cluded Paul Creston’s Concerto for 
saxophone with Vincent J. Abato as 
soloist, while the General Motors- 
NBC Symphony program later in the 
afternoon brought the preem per- 
formance of George Antheil’s Sym- 
phony No. 4, an arresting work and 
a far cry from the Antheil excur- 
S10NS Into musical juvenalia of the 
“Ballet Mechanique” days. Leopold 
Stokowski gave the new Antheil 
symphony a flawless reading. 


Fredric March, as the storyteller, 
and Canada Lee, as George Washing- 
ton Carver, were featured in a half- 
hour of top-flight enactment of the 
life of the man born in slavery who 
rose to become one of the world’s 
greatest scientists on NBC's “Words 
at War” series last Tuesday (8). The 
drama, based on a biography written 
by Mrs. Rackham Holt, was an ap- 
propriate tribute to the late scientist 
coming at the time of year when the 
nation is celebrating Lincoln's birth- 
day. Air adaptation was out of the 
top drawer in all respects, 


Lt. Tom Harmon was subie 
biographical drama and 
Mutual’s “Freedom of Opportunity” 
program Friday night (11). Stanza 
was gripping from beginning to end, 
with flashbacks depicting Harmon’s 
escapes from death when forced 


Kennedy | 


down in the jungles of Panama and 
China. Faith of flyer’s mother in 
continuing to write to him despite 
the fact she knew he was missing 
also was highlighted. Harmon wag 
presented a gold key and scroll] of 
achievement by Fritz’ Crisler, hig 
football coach at the U. of Michigan 
Amos Alonzo Stagg, “grand old man” 
of football, also lauded the flier in a 
brief Speech. 

Louella Parsons’ visit to the Freq 
Allen Show on CBS Sunday night 
(13) provided a triple payort with 
plenty laughs for the audience, sock 
gag setups for Allen and a chance 
for the Hollywood “dictatress” tg 
reveal herself as a gracious, good- 
natured and hep foil for the half- 
hour’s funnybone slant. Plugs for 
Miss Parsons’ latest book, “The Gay 
Illiterate,” were well spotted with 
some biz about Allen’s copy of the 
volume, from which four pages had 
been removed prior to purchase, 
providing a smart highlight. Miss- 
ing pages, authoress explained, told 
the story of Jack Benny's emer- 
gence as a film star. 


Mrs. Franklin D. Roosevelt and 
Mrs. Jimmy Doolittle were the prin- 
cipals in an eloquent bond appeal 


Wednesday (9) afternoon  (4-4:25 
p.m. CBS) on the Alfred Drake 
“Broadway Matinee” stanza. Mrs. 


Roosevelt, in answer to a question 
from Mrs. Doolittle, told of the bond. 
buying record of men in the South. 
west Pacifie—$500,000 in bonds per 
month and a total of 20,000 bond ale 
lotments a month. The lighter facets 
of the program were handled by 
Drake and Evelyn Knight. 


An original play by Virginia S. 
Lynn, “The Battered Bride,” was the 
dubious outlet for some silly comedy 
and not-so-romantic to-dos on “First 
Nighter” Sunday (13) over Mutual. 
Scene: An overcrowded diner on a 
train out of N. Y. Romance blooms, 
but when Barbara Luddy, the star of 
the show, brings the bridegroom 
home, she is reminded by her maiden 
aunt that she already has a husband. 
Hildegarde, supper club fave, made 
an appealing War Bond pitch on the 
stanza, 


Dramatic Workshop of New School 
for Social Research presented a scor- 
ing playlet entitled “Victory” Friday 
night (11) over WNYC, N. Y. Drama 
featured Erin O’Brien-Moore, Cpl. 
Lionel Stander and Canada Lee in 
a plea for triumph over the forces 
of aggression and bigotry, conclud- 


ing with recruiting appeal for 
V’AVES. 
“‘T&C’’ B’cast 
Continued from page 26 
years without complaint from the 


union,” Slavick said. “These hill- 
billys did not compete with the union 
members because union musicians 
could not do that kind of work. 
Furthermore, the union declined to 
permit the hillbillies to join. 

“We couldn’t meet such demands 
and so they walked out, although 
there was no grievance against us on 
wages, hours or working conditions. 
It was an unreasonable and ridicu- 
lous demand that the union tell us 
what we could do and would have 
led to their designating what speak- 
ers we could use and all sorts of such 
things.” 

The Commercial Appeal, taking up 
the cudgels in its news columns, fur- 
ther charged Lesem with interfering 
in appearances by promising young 
musicians before civic clubs and with 
recruiting members of high school 
bands into the union and then inter- 
fering with their participation in 
school music activities. Editorially, 
the paper praised local labor's record 
in the war effort and then added: 
“It is regrettable that the arrogance 
and personal vanity of the business 
agent for the musicians’ union should 
sound a sour note on an otherwise 
splendid record....It sounds like 
something that happened in the Chi- 
cago racket era.” 

The Press-Scimitar followed 
a series of articles by Lee Johnson, 
staff writer who formerly sang with 
“name” bands. 

“If I were still engaged as I was 
for some 13 years in making my 
living in the music business, I 
wouldn't be allowed to comment,” 
Johnson said. “Not only does the 
union have an unwritten law that 
says a member may be deprived of 
his membership for criticizing O!- 
ficials, but anyone who indirectly 0- 
tains his livelihood from working 
with musicians may find himself 0: 
the unions’ blacklist for saying un- 
complimentary things about AFM 
leaders. I'ma free man now, though, 
and can exercise that right of free 
speech which was only hearsay dur- 
ing the time I was a bandstand 
peon.” 


with 


| 

| 

it | 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| | | 

| 

ia | — | 

| : | | | — 

| | | 

| 

| | 

| | | | 
| | 
q | | 
| 
| | | 
| 

| | 

| 

lt | | | Re 
an | | | 

ny | | | | 


Fee 


we 


re cr 


Wednesday, February 16, 1944 


VARIETY 


N.Y. Court Paves Way for Flamm 
Damage Action; D. C. Hearing Waits 


Carrying on his campaign against 
Edward J. Noble, Donald Flamm, 
last week, was granted the right to 
amend his original complaint against 
Noble in N. Y. State Supreme Court. 
Since Noble has already sold the sta- 
tion and the original complaint ask- 
jing the rescinding of the sale of 
WMCA by Flamm to Noble and an 
injunction against resale having been 
denied, the matter as it stood was 


purely academic. However, by 
amending his complaint, as now 
granted by Justice Schreiber last 


week, Flamm has a definite course of 
action. 

The amended complaint now al- 
lows a cause of action for money 
damages and where Flamm earlier 
was suing to get the station back, 
he’s now acting for damages incurred 
by the alleged forced sale of the sta- 
tion to Noble. The decision of last 
week also calls for the settlement 
between the two parties of the 
amount to be paid Flamm by Noble 
and if they cannot agree, they are 
required to file affidavits with the 
court and the amount will then be 
determined by Justice Schreiber. 

However, probability that Noble 
will appeal this decision which 
leaves him liable for damage pay- 
ments. 


Illness Forces Delay 


Washington, Feb. 15. 
Skedded session of the Lea Con- 
gressional committee before which 
Donald L. Flamm, former owner of 
WMCA, N. Y., has been testifying 


CBS Pact 


| Continued from page 27 


that authors should protect them- 
selves, when making contracts with 
film companies, to the extent of 
having a clause put in the pact call- 
ing for no radical deviation from 
the intent and details of the story 
to be produced, 


Healthy Climate for Writers 


“I am not defending the studios,’ 
he stated, “but after all, once the ob- 
jectives are down on paper, they can 
go ahead toward a sincere accom- 
plishment of the finished product. 
There are few authors of the calibre 
of John Steinbeck, Lillian Hellman 
or Arch Oboler on the Coast. If 
there were, they would not be so 
much in demand. In the last few 
years, the climate out there has be- 
come more healthy for writers, and 
we must take advantage of this fact.” 

Corwin is pleased with his new 
deal at CBS, because 90‘ of what 
will be done on the forthcoming 
series has already been laid out, and 
he will not be under the pressure 
which cost him his health during 
the “26 by Corwin” series for the 
network a couple of years ago. He 
will write about two-thirds of the 
shows himself, others will write sev- 


* 


than five will be repeats of former 
programs in the “26” or “England” 
series. Initial 10 stanzas will eman- 
ate from N. Y., next 10 from Holly- 
wood, and he will do the other six 
shows from N. Y. 

First broadcast, March 7, is titled 
“Movie Primer,” a musical satire of 
the films; second, “The Long Name 
None Could Spell,” dealing with 
Czechoslovakia, with a_ likelihood 
that President Benes of that country 
will be on the program from Eng- 
land; third, premiere of “The Lone- 
some Train,’ with music by Earl 
Robinson and libretto by Millard 
Lampell; fourth, “Savage Encoun- 


ter,” story of an American flyer who} 
bails out on an island where natives | 


are more civilized than he is. 
Trilogy on Schedule 


He wijl do an American trilogy in-| 
volving the works of Thomas Wolfe, 
Carl Sandburg and Walt Whitman, | 


with Charles Laughton as the star of 


these programs. Others who will ap-| 
Robert | 


pear in the series include: 
Young, Franchot Tone, Walter Hus- 
ton, and Orson Welles, who will be 


_ featured in “A Vehicle for Welles.” 


On Memorial Day, May 30, a 
drama, “Untitled,” will emanate from 
the Coast. He will write several 
shows for radio personalities as well, 


‘ineluding one for Minerva Pious 


called “A Very Fine Type Girl.” An- 
other program will be named, “The 
Anatomy of Corn,” and will discuss 
“corn” from, Shakespeare to the 
Present day. 

Repeats from former series will 
include “My Client Curley” and 
“The Odyssey of Runyon Jones,” 
among others. 


concerning alleged political pressure 
which forced him to sell the outlet 
to Edward J. Noble was postponed 
today due to illness of Eugene L. 
Garey, committee counsel. Neo date 
for the next meeting was announced. 
FCC Chairman James L. Fly has 
charged that Garey is purposely try- 
ing to slow up progress of the Lea 
hearings to balk FCC members from 
presenting their side of the story 
until after budgetary hearings now 
being held by a sub-committee of the 
Senate Finance Committee on size of 
the communications bureau’s appro- 
priation are concluded. 


In this connection members of the 
Commission appeared before the 
Senate sub-committee this morning 
(15) making it appear that these 
proceedings probably would wind up 
before the members of FCC are able 
to present their story to the Lea 
group. 


Mutual Sessions Skedded 


Miller McClintock, Mutual prexy, 
will preside at meetings March 20-22 
of the web’s program, sales and mer- 
chandising advisory committees to be 
held at N. Y.’s Waldorf-Astoria hotel. 


Groups are composed of reps of 
the network's basic regional stations. 


Snags in Guild-Webs’ 
Contracts Cue Decish 
For Separate Huddles 


Negotiations between the Radio 
Writers Guild and the four ne on 


inew contracts for staff script conti- 


nuity writers has reached point 
where everyone concerned deems it 
best to continue negotiations on an 
individual basis. The nets and the 
Guild ran into difficulties due to the 
differences in network company poli- 
cies. Therefore, it was decided that 
it would prove more fruitful to deal 
with each net separately and then 
after the individual details had been 
thrashed out for the group to meet 
en masse. Latter meeting is skedded 
for Feb. 26. 

In the negotiations with the CBS 
shortwave and NBC news divisions, 
matters have reached stage 
where contracts are being drawn up 
and will be submitted to the peo- 
ple involved later in the week. The 
Guild and net officials refused to 
disclose the terms of the agreements 
until the principals had the oppor- 
tunity to be acquainted with them. 


Coast Sets Campaign 


Hollywood, Feb. 15. 

Radio Writers Guild will campaign 
to organize its members 100% ona 
national basis, with funds for the 
drive likely to be borrowed from the 
Authors League of America. 

Guild members will negotiate a 
new contract next month at KNX. 


STAN LOMAX 
SYDNEY MOSELEY 


Songs by 


SUNNY 
SKYLAR 


ROYAL ARCH GUNNISON 


Where Great Shows Like 
These Are Created, Built and 
Presented To An Area Con- 
taining 18,000,000 People! 


INSIDER’ 
Horace 
Braham 


“BREAKFAST 


FITZGERALDS” 


Aussie Radio Woos Gracie Fields, 
Others in Worldwide Talent Hunt 


Sydney, Feb. 15. 


Clipp Named WFIL Prexy 


Philadelphia. Feb. 15. 
Roger W. Clipp. general manager 
of WFIL, was yesterday (Mon). 
elected president of that station. The 


——— 


A worldwide talent hunt by the 
| Australian Broadcasting Commission, 
| heretofore noncommercial in its ac- 
| tivities, reportedly has attractive of- 
| fers being dangled before the eyes of 
Gracie Fields, Cyril Richard and 
other English and American headline 


post had been vacant since the resig- |radio performers for air dates here. 


nation of Samuel R. Rosenbaum to 
take a commission as Lt.-Col}. in the 
American Military 
(AMG). 


| Local talent wells have been pretty 
| well dried up by ever increasing ie- 
Government | mands from the armed services. 


With nearly every well known 


Clipp joined the station in 1935 as | Australian mike personality in uni- 


business manager and was appointed 
general manager in 1938. Since Col. 
Rosenbaum’s departure, Clipp had 
been acting head of the station. 


High Fidelity Hatrack 


Philadelphia, Feb. 15. 

Back in 1941 B.P.H. ‘(Before Pearl 
Harbor), WIP ordered a new 10 kw. 
“FM” transmitter. 

A super-duper specially designed 
cabinet arrived ‘cost $600). with 
word that the fittings and equipment 
would follow pronto. 

Then came the Jap sneak attack 
and all radio equipment was frozen 
and WIP was stuck with the nice 
shiny—but empty—cabinet. 

Not wanting to see the cabinet a 
total loss, WIP engineers are using 
it to harbor their hats and coats. 


; form ABC has found it necessary to 
‘comb other fields in order to hold 


up quality of air fare Down Under. 
As far as is Known no definite offers 
have been made as yet to American 
radio stars although several re- 
portedly ar: being considered at this 


;end. 


Wilfred Thomas, director of light 
entertainment for ABC, declared his 
outfit had no intention of becoming 
merely a relay statior for overseas 
broadcasts but would concentrate on 
recruiting topnotch talent wherever 
it could be found to keep Australia 
in the forefront of the broadcasting 
field. 


Cleveland — Les Biebel, WHK- 
WCLE announcer who directed mike 
for Cleveland Orchestra programs, 
inducted into Army. 


Rambling with Gambling 


=» The McCann Pure Food Hour 
Martha Deane 


MYSTERIES 


“THE BLACK CASTLE” 


CHICK CARTER 


“Music for an Hour’ 
WITH RUSSELL BENNETT 


“MOONLIGHT 
SAVING TIME” 
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Can. Film Boss Sees Post-War 


Tele as Threat to Newspapers 


Ottawa, Feb. 15. 


John Grierson, Canadian film com- ‘ 
asa CIAA Radio Reps To 
Study Mex Facilities, 
Line Up Spanish Talent 


told the local Civil Service Recrea- | 
tional Assn. film committee (RA? | 
that while newspapers were “prac- 
tically irreplaceable” for speed in 
news coverage, post-war television John Ogelvy and Wilford Roberts, 
might scoop them on that beat. He . 


said Alms were too slow for report- | 

ing news but tops in “bringing home | radio division of CIAA, leave N. Y. 

realities.” today (16) for Mexico City to meet 
Grierson, who recently Aeld reps. They'll observe Mexican | 

jo of ‘special adviser to the federa 

government on information services’ radio facilities, to 

ty his responsibilities, told the RA | can be of any help in improving | 

that films would play a big part in) ¢hem. and to scout around for new | 

post- ar rehabilitation whieh must Spanish speaking talent with radio | 

begin with the institutes of learn- | 

ing” | experience. 


their next stop, | 


At Guatamala City. 
there will be a meeting of all fleld | 


BERT LAHR-COBURN 
SHOW AUDITIONED 


workers 
be instructed in the change of policy 
from emergency to postwar propa- 


Bert Lahr. Charles Coburn and ganda methods, stressing inter- 
Pesinald Gardiner are featured in a American relationship, American 
half-hour comedy show auditioned culture will be prominently fea- | 
and making the radio agency rounds, tured. Recordings by the Metropoli- | 
in N.Y. Phil Rapp is the scripter. | tan Opera Co., well known sym- 


Campbell Soup was interested un-) phony orchestras, 


i director and assistant director of the | 


in Central America. They'll 


as well as drama- 


TURNER, HOFFMAN UP 
IN CBS SCRIPT SHIFT 


John Coburn Turner has been 
upped to CBS script editor and El- 
| wood Hoffman has been named asso- 
ciate script editor in a realignment 
of the web's program writing divi- 
sion. Both will work under super- 
vision of Robert J. Landry, CBS di- 
rector of program writing. 

Turner, former freelance writer, 
| has been with the network since Au- 


| gust, 1942, in the education division 

and the program writing dept. Hoff- 
|man joined writing staff in June, 


| 1943, from the domestic radio bureau 
iof OWL. 


| 


Soap Sponsor For 
Withers Airer 


| Jane Withers will be starred in a 
| half-hour drama, musical radio pro- 
| gram for a soap sponsor, 

| Expeoéed to start in late April or 
eatly May, with CBS or Mutual , 
| time now being sought. 

| WYNC Strives 


Continued from page 29 


tures that are of no commercial val- 
which nevertheless are 


t im- 
til sponsor decided to renew “Radio, tizations of great American short | 
Reader's Digest.” currently heard stories, will be aired throughout 

Sunday ni S | Mexico, Central and South America. ; 
Sunday nights sn COS. — an even more important aspect. 
a Novik cited the various programs 
calling attention to the educational 


WHB 


"PHONE US for a summary of swell WHB availabilities: 
choice, early-evening time around the dinner hour... partici- 
pation spots on daytime shows tor women...sponsorship or 
articipation in Kansas City’s newest, most-friendly “hill 
Pitty” show (a sure-tire mail puller). As of mid-March, 
we'll have some good chain-break and minute e.t. spots 
open, too!—along with news strips and a summer sports 
summary. Ask Don Davis for details: 
KANSAS CITY — Scarritt Building — HArrison 1161 
NEW YORK CITY—507 Fifth Avenve—VAnderbilt 6-2550 
CHICAGO — 333 North Michigan Blvd.— CENtral 7980 
HOLLY WOOD—5855 Hollywood Blvd.—HOllywood 6211 


KEY STATION for the KANSAS STATE NETWORK 


Kansas City * Wichita * Salina * Greot Bend «+ Emporia 
Missouri Kansas Kansas Kansas Kansas . 
MONTHS: NOVEMBER-DECEMBER, 1943 — KANSAS CITY 
HOOPER STATION LISTENING INDEX 
TOTAL COINCIDENTAL ‘CALLS — THIS PERIOD 14,415 
MORNING 


Station Station Station Station 


7.7 | 10.0 17.4 | 30.5 | 5.1 


Station 


30.6 


WHB 
25.1 


these are: “These Are Your Schools,” 


conferences and samples of progres- 
sive classroom periods; “City Con- 
sumers’ Guide,” daily report on food 
developments in the city’s markets 
and the nutritional value of these 
foods: “Sports for New Yorkers,” 
weekly reminder of new and old 
recreational facilities provided by 
the city’s parks, and “Want Ad Col- 
ulmn of the Air,” daily programs re- 


Civil Service and private concerns. 
Meeting Wartime Needs 

He also spoke about the special 
stanzas created to meet wartime 
needs, such as “Junior 
Serve,” a session conducted by Irene 
Wicker, of “Singing Lady” fame, 
who leads a discussion of a group of 
typical New York youngsters de- 
seribing their service in the war ef- 
fort as members of the U. S. Junior 
Citizens Corps. 
the wartime category 
Alert,” weekly 


are “On the 
informative quiz on 
civilian defense conducted by the 
city’s air wardens; “Fire Dept. Or- 
ders,” daily news of drills and fire 
control and rescue demonstrations 
for civilian Fire Dept. Auxiliaries; 


people who can then decide whether | 
he’s been right or wrong. 

Likewise, says Novik. it brings to 
the people an explanation ot what! 


an explanatory agent for 
administration to 
people the week’s developments jn 
all phases of city life. Novik 
that this is the most democratic ap-| 
proach to city government possible 
and that a city-owned station is not 
only justified in abetting it but that 
it should be one of its prime fune- 
tions. The idea has been further ex- 
panded by the appearances’ on 
WNYC of the various borough pres- 
idents, who not only explain what 
they are doing and have done, but 
who 4lso have the 
criticize what the mayor 


report to 


opportunity. Thus, Novil contends, 
WNYC fulfills its function as an 
agency in the democratic process and 
as an educational and cultural in- 
fluence. 


and cultural facilities provided by 
municipal and private funds such as 
libraries, museums, schools and the 
specific city departments — health, 
markets, police and fire. Among, 


a description of the functioning of a) 
city school inctuding student-teacher | 


porting employment opportunities in| 


Citizens | 


Other programs fn} 


the city’s] 
the, 


feels | 


opportunity to 
has done— 
and they take full advantage of the 


CBS ‘School of Air’ 
DX’d to So. America; 
Also Skedded for Can. 


Coordinator of Inter-American 
Affairs last week inaugurated the 
first across-the-board shortwave 
program entirely in English to Latin 
and South America. 

Program is the five-times-per 
week (Mon. through Fri.) half-hour 
“American School of the Air,” reg- 
ular CBS sustainer, being short- 
waved over the CIAA’s United Net- 
work, comprised of a pooling ar- 
rangement with CBS, NBC, the Blue 
and Mutual, and piped out from 
KWID in San Francisco. 

Fight of the “School of the Air” 
shows will originate in Canada be- 
ginning Feb. 23, expanding the web 
to the 113 U. S. stations on which 
the stanza is heard, plus the Cana- 
dian Broadcasting Corp. network 
and the Latin and South American 
listeners. 


New Outlets Set 
For ‘Hello Sweetheart’ 


Chicago, Feb. 15. 
“Hello Sweetheart” now heard 
ov er 38 Blue Network stations, most- 
the Middlewest and Fastern 


sections of the country, will be ex- 
panded to 123 stations on March 18, 
when 85 outlets, covering the South, 
Southwest and Western areas, will 
be added. Contract went through 
the McJunkin Adv. Co. 

Program, a 15-minute stanza fea- 
turing the singing of Nancy Martin, 
is heard on Saturdays, 5:45 to 6 p. m. 
(E.W.T.), sponsored by Gum Labor- 
stories for Ivoryne chewing gum. 


lv in 


Senate Confirms — 
Jett for FCC 


Washington, Feb. 13. 

Ewell K. Jett, FCC chief engineer 
since 1938, confirmed by the Senate 
Friday as the new Communications 
Commissioner for a seven-year tery m, 
took the oath of office today. He 
succeeds to the vacancy existing 
since last June 30 when the term of 
George Henry Payne expired. The 
Senate Interstate Commerce Com.- 
mittee approved the appointment 
following an open hearing last Wea. 
nesday (9). 

Jett, a native of Baltimore, ts 50. 
He entered the Navy in 1911, engag. 
ing in radio work. He was a radio 
officer for a number of years until 
the Navy, in 1929, lent him to tha 
Federal Radio Commission. Later, 
he moved up to senior radio engi. 
neer, and then assistant chie? engi- 
neer, a job he held with the Radig 
Commission and with FCC until he 
became chief engineer. 


BBC Lines Up Robeson, 
Canada Lee, Josh White 
For Ballad-Opera B’ cast 


Paul Robeson, Canada Lee and 
Josh White are set to do a ballad. 
opera for the British Broadcasting 
Co. This new music-drama form is 
currently popular in England and 
the trio are going to be featured in 
an original work, “The Man Who 
Went to War.” The ballad-onera 
takes the form of a play with a 
central theme carried out by dialog 


Pre-Signoff 


Continued from page 29 


handling wartime communications 
for Uncle Sam. 
Doubling Up 
Various have re- 
sorted to in an effort to keep broad- 
cast performances snuff, but 


methods been 


up to 


been that those experienced 
still left at the have been 
| forced to double up on assignments, 
| put in extra hours and 
take up the slack themselves. 
| In addition to ordinary 


men 
webs 


otherwise 


munications men 
tinued to do so. 


and have con- 
Replacements by 
the nets mostly have come from 
smaller stations with the result that 
the little fellows find themselves in 
even worse straits than the chains. 


NAB, among others, has instituted 


week training courses in various cities 
ate aevelopments ele y 
ective| making a special effort to teach 
Service. The station, also acts tammee the arts of | hehind-the- 
for all ting scenes broadcasting. Up to now 
outieis in this area on Ivllla 4 
n gals have not provided many tech- 
A ° nician replacements, but with the 
s tc ayor ia’s wee y ‘ear 
“Talk to the People,” Novik believes| demands of wal skedded to make 
th thi ; * td |; even deeper inroads in 1944. it ap- 
Nat his is he vitome 0 aemo- ar 
cratic procedure since it brings to| ee though they will start to} 
ratic play a heavier part in replacement | 
the people an elected official who! schemes ; 
explains what he’s doing and has| A a ; 
done. Even if his actions are ques-! _. — the networks CBS is run- 
tionable it brings them out into the| — a training course for employees. 
open and to the attention of the | enry Grossman, network opera- 


| tions engineer, faced with an almost 
| constant gap of 10 or*12 men 
Iosgre Operating staff of over 150, 

has been filling in the gaps from 


their elected administration has been| #08 grads of this 18-months 
doing and where their taxes have | course. Classes of 10 are sent 
been going. If they don’t agree with | through with the first six months 
what the officials have done, then | COmPrsing 40-hour -a-week lab 
the next election provides them with| 224 classroom work, the second 
the means of correction. The sta-| ener Split, five hours of study 
tion, through this program, acts as | and 35 hours of work and the last 


Six months in all 
| technical operations, 
is based on 


kinds of actual 
Advancement 
individual accomplish- 


ment with some students emerging 
| full fledged technical employees of 


| the chain in seven or eight months. 

Administrative handling of the 
CBS school is in the hands of a 
committee including two members 
from shop ranks and one represent- 
ing the management. Similar train- 
ing courses are in operation § at 
other webs and large stations, but 
the industry still is hard- -pressed for 


engineers and can see no let- -up until 
victory. 


A little ‘ ‘dead air” now and then 
radio engineering execs explain, 
must be accepted by listeners as a 
reminder of one more contribution 
to the war effort by the broadcast- 
ing industry. 


the net result for the most part has | 


and song with each an integral part 
| of the whole. 


BBC will record the performance 
over a closed circuit in this couniry 
and the discs will then be shipped 
for rebroadcast over the BBC net, 
Ethel Waters has also been ap- 
proached to appear in the work but 
film commitments may interfere. 
BBC has been recording many such 
shows in this countryv—some NO in 
the last two years—but this 
first to enlist the talents of 
Negro talent. 


MBS ‘First Nighter’ In 


is the 
the too 


demands | 
made by selective service the radio} 
engineering profession also has been! heard 


in his} 


| Magic of Song 


Switch to Wed. Night 


Chicago, Feb. 15. 
which has been 
the Mutual network on 


‘First Nighter, 


over 


drained from the top ever since; Sundays from 5 to 5:30 p. m.,, will 
Pearl Harbor when Army and Navy | switch to Wednesdays, 9:30 to 10 
procurement offices started com-|p. m., starting March 8, over the 
missioning high ranking radio com-}same chain. Show will be heard 


| twice in the same week during the 


changeover, Sunday, March 5, at the 
regular time and then on Wednes- 
day, March 8, at the new time. 

Campana Sales Co. of Batavia. [I!., 
sponsors of the program, just signed 
a new 52-week contract through the 
Wallace-Ferry-Hanly agency. Bar- 
bara Luddy continues in the femme 
lead each week. 


M-G-M's 


New CAMEL PROGK AM, 
10 p.m. EWT 


completed 


Sisters and a Sailor’ 


Friday 


Met.: Lot CLAYTON 


| “A STAR IS BORN” 


SULLIVAN 


IN THE 


1] WITH A REPERTOIRE OF 
AMERICA’S FAVORITES | 
_Sulte 554, Little Building. Boston, _ Mate. 


WANTED 
GAG FILE, JOKE COLLECTIONS, 
ILUMOROUS BOOKS MAGA 
YAINES. READY TO PAY REASON--» 
Write Box 112, Variety 
154 W. 46 St., New York 19, N. Y- 


Free-lance gag ellen comic 
toon magazine on a fee basis. Write 
Box 200, Variety, New York. 
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ET. Bond Shows 


Washington, Feb. 15. 

Answering a query by NAB, Treas- 
ury Dept. has announced it will pro- 
‘duce three 15-minute transcriptiogs 
and six 5-minute programs weekly 
for local sponsorship following con- 
clusion of the 4th War Loan Drive. 

Programs will plug the sale of 
ponds. Several stations which have 
peen selling sponsorship on the 4th 
Joan transcriptions were anxious to 
continue after the campaign is com- 
pleted. 


Dairy Calves Awards 
Hypo KJR Farm Forum 
Drive for Liberty Ship 


Seattle, Feb. 15. 

Bill Moshier’s Farm Forum on 
KJR is awarding three pure-bred 
dairy calves to the state’s three best 
4-H Club bord salesmen during the 
Fourth War Loan. One calf will go 
to the first, second and third place 
winners in the bond drive, based 
upon total number of individual sales 
of Serics “E” bonds. 

The farm clubs have set a goal of 
$2,000,000 in bonc sales to purchase 
a Liberty ship. In the event of one 
of the winners not wanting a calf, 
arrangements have been made _ to 
pay off in war bonds and auction the 
animal off over - special broadcast. 


SKOURAS TO SPONSOR 
ROUNDTABLE FORUM 


“y 4 Judge the News,” a round- 
table forum show, bows in over 
WINS, N. Y., March 1, in the 6:15 
p.m. slot. 

Program, 


sponsored by Skouras 
Theatres, will run 15 minutes and 
will be heard four times a week, 
Wednesday through Saturday. 

Guest speakers on initial show will 
be Louis Nizer, Cecil Roberts and 
Sterling Lewis. 


Mary Small Show On 
Blue in Feb. 27 Bow 


Mary Small will have her own 
radio show beginning Feb. 27, on the 
Blue, when the Clark Candy Co. re- 
places its present news commentary, 
“Where Do We Stand?” with a va- 
riety layout. Also featured will be 
Sunny Skylar, soloist, and Ray 
Block’s orch. Fred Utell will m.c. 

Special guest shots will be a week- 
‘ly feature opening with Walter 
O'Keefe. 

Walker & Downs is the agency. 


Earl M’Gill Resigns 
CBS Production Job 


Earl McGill has resigned from CBS 
production dept. as of last week. 
He’s producing Philharmonic Sym- 
phony, “Report to the Nation” and 
Philip Morris “Playhouse” shows on 
a freelance basis, with other chores 
in prospect. 

Leon Levine replaces McGill as 


= of CBS’ “Trans-Atlantic 
yall,” 


KW Increase for WINS 


} Subject to FCC conditions regard- 
Ing cessation of complainant blank- 
eting operations, WINS, New York, 
has been granted license to operate 
on 1010 ke with 10 kw power and 
unlimited hours. Hearst radio out- 
let has been sending on 1000 ke with 
power of 1 kw and restricted hours. 

Station has also been given au- 
thority by the Administrative Board 
of FCC for the installation of a new 
transmitter and a directional an- 
tenna for night and day use. 


Steitz Quits NBC 


Chicago, Feb. 15. 

Phil Steitz, for the past four years 
@ member of NBC’s central division 
sales staff, has joined the Mutual 
Broadcasting System's sales staff 
here under Ade Hult. 

Previous to joining NBC Steitz 
Was a salesman at WIND, Chicago, 
and before that operated his own 
advertising agency. 


Little Reek—Charles Pointel, for- 
mer program director of WRDW, 
Augusta, before a hitch in the mari- 
time service and thence a medical 
discharge, now on the announcer’s 
Staff at KARK. Also added to an- 
nouncer’s staff is Jack Bennett, for- 

. merly of St. Louis stations. 


Wireless Operators In 
N. Y. Shindig Tribute 
To Gen. ‘Hap’ Arnold 


Gen. Henry H. “Hap” Arnold, chief 
of the Army Air Forces, was hon- 
ored in absentia Saturday night (12) 
when he was awarded the Marconi 
Memorial Commemorative Medal by 
the Veteran Wireless Operators 
Ass’n at its 19th annual dinner at 
the Hotel Astor, N. Y. Gen. Arnold 
was haNed as the first flying Army 
officer to use radio in a plane. The 
medal was accepted for him by Brig. 
Gen. H. M. McClelland. 

Others honored by the association, 
all former wireless operators, were 
E. A. Nicholas, president of Farns- 
worth Tele and Radio Corp.; William 
J. Halligan, head of Hallicrafters 
Co., Chi; Ted McElroy, Boston manu- 
facturer of radio equipment, and 
Ludwig Arnson, president of Radio 
Receptor Corp. 

Among the speakers was James L. 
Fly, FCC chairman. 


Isaac D. Levy Unloads 
900 ‘A’ Shares of CBS 


New FCC report shows movement 
in radio stock included sale of 900 
shares of Columbia Broadcasting 
System Class A common by Isaac D. 
Levy, Philadelphia, decreasing his 
total to 36,876. 

Levy also reported holding 21,380 
Class B common of CBS. 


Educ. Board Endorses 

> 
‘Lincoln’ Airer for Kids 

Philadelphia, Feb. 15. 
The Board of Education’s Radio 
Committee last week officially rec- 
ommended “Abe Lincoln’s Story,” 
Mutual’s inspiration program, for 
“out-of-school” listening for chil- 

dren from the 6th to 12th grades. 
The show was placed in the com- 
mittee’s bulletin which is posted on 
school bulletin boards. Another ad- 
dition to the listening bulletin was 
“Let Your Light So Shine” on KYW. 


WEIHE TO ARMY; PAPP, 
OLIVER ON P&G SHOWS 


Fred Weihe, producer of the P&G- 
NBC soapers, “Right to Happiness” 
and “Brave Tomorrow,” goes into 
the Army Feb. 22. His producing 
chores will be taken over by Frank 
Papp and Shirling Oliver. The 
former handles “Happiness” with 
the latter doing “Tomorrow.” 

Compton is the agency on both 
daytime serials. 


Hillpot Quits Wm. Morris 


William (Billy) Hillpot has re- 
signed from the radio department of 
the William Morris Agency. Before 
joining the Morris office Hillpot was 
Eastern Program Manager of the 
Blue net. 

Hillpot’s future plans not yet <n- 
nounced. 


Int'l Becasting Co. 


Now Eyeing 


Comm’ Tele in Post-War France 


London, Jan. 26. 

Television from commercial broad- 
casting stations in France after the 
war is promised by the International 
Broadcasting Co., chairman of which 
is Captain Leonard F. Plugge, Mem- 
ber of Parliament. At the moment, 
of course, this station like all the 


others which transmitted pre-war 
sponsored programs to British listen- 
ers is in German hands, but the IBC 
is making its plans now for a re- 
sumption of service as soon as a 
French Government comes into real 
being. 

One of the IBC directors, H. E. 
Needham, is in charge of the skele- 
ton staff on duty in Portland Place, 
a few yards from the BBC's Broad- 
casting House, but the greater num- 
ber of the commercial concern’s em- 
ployees are now working for the 
British monopoly. Neither Plugge 
nor Needham will say whether they 
intend to follow American experts’ 
advice to import high-powered 
American “copy writers” to bring 
their post-war sponsored programs 
up to the American standard of 
entertainment value, but their plan- 
ning now to go in for television sug- 
gests they are overlooking no bets. 

Following this latest development 
—just one more headache for the 


BBC big shots—a Governmental 
scheme to inquire into the possibili- 
| ties of post-war television is an- 
nounced. An influentidl] committee 
has been appointed to “advise” the 
government on the future of tele- 
vision as a result of advances known 
to have been made in wireless re- 
search during the war. Among the 
improvements which these experts 
expect to offer BBC audiences are 
clearer images on the screen, stereo- 
scopic and celor effects, and a 
greater range of transmission. 


SEEK SMITH & DALE 
FOR “HOKE” SERIES 


Smith & Dale, vet stage comic duo, 
being sought for a weekly “hokey” 
air program written by Tom 
McVane, former N. Y. newspaper- 
man, now a Philadelphia radio 
writer. 

Format is a comedy sketch, with 
music, laid out in thrice-weekly 15- 
minute stanzas. 


New York—New production fillers 
at WNEW include David Shaw, for- 


merly with Benton & Bowles, and 
Jack Grogan of WHOM. 


... and she listens to 
WFEBR every afternoon! 


$o do many thousands of other busy Baltimore women 
while they work at home. They like to listen to the 
“Tune Shop”—W FBR’s great afternoon show that is 
gaining more and more listeners every day! 


Recent surveys illustrate this clearly. There is over a 
50% increase in WFBR’s afternoon listening audience! 


BALTIMORE 
MARKET 


The “Tune Shop” is another example of how WFBR is 
developing a solid hour-by-hour audience all day and 
night. The “Tune Shop” is designed to meet and beat 
tough daytime competition . . . and it’s doing the job! 


Progressive programming is another reason why 
W FBR is your station in America’s sixth largest city 
.+. With a signal that is strong enough and elear 
enough to give you concentrated coverage in an area 
of well over a million people! 


NATIONAL REPRESENTATIVEs JOHN BLAIR & CO. 
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getting very fine $72,000 on the 
¢ fourth. 

Clyde Lueas, Chicago (Oriental; 
8.200: 31-69)—Plus “Career Girl’ 


Hampton Big 686, Hutton Hot 526, 


N. Y.; Monroe Strong 396, Detroit 


*stimates for This Week) 
(Palace; 
2.700; 35-85) — With “Doctor s 
Strangest Case” (Col), and Andrews 
Sisters, on stage. Stout $20,000 or a 
bit over, despite blizzard. Andrews 
trio the draw, of course, 

Henry Busse, Kansas City (Tower; 
2,100; 35-50)—With “Someone to Re- 
member” (Rep). Big $12,000, largely 
due to band, always popular here. 
Sub-zero weather over week-end 
hurt. 

Tommy Dorsey, Albany (Palace; 
$764: 55-75)—With “Whistling in 


3.800; 30-75)—With Phil Regan and 
“Cry Havoc” (M-G). Regan giving 
bill hefty pull and Wald means more 
now, on his second visit. Together 
with a picture that has several po- 
tent names, it should all add up to 
slick $23,500. 

Cootie Williams, Omaha (Or- 
pheum; 8,000; 20-65)—Band with Ella 
Fitzgerald, Four Inkspots and other 
acts ran into terrific snowstorm and 
below zero weather for opening al- 
though conditions improved later. 
Main hazard to more than $18,000 or 
near, great here, even normally. 
Screen fare, “Never a Dull Moment” 


Brooklyn” (M-G). Smash $26,000 or 
over in six days. Band is rated real 
draw, with more than $7,000 regis- | 
tered on Sunday. Five shows on 
Saturday schedule, four on other | 
days. 

Shep Fields, Newark (Adams; 1,- | 
950: 35-99)— With “Minesweeper | 
(Par). and Virginia Weidler, on stage. 
Lusty $18,500, with Fields accounting 
for biggest portion. 

Lionel Hampton, New York (Cap- 
ftol: 4,820; 35-$1.10)—With Buck and 
Bubbles, Mills Bros. and Pops and | 
Louie in person and “Song of Russia” 
(M-G). Snowstorm on Friday (11) 
a partial setback but still will be 
strong $68,000 or above, holding. 

Ina Ray Hutton, New York 
(Strand; 2,756; 35-$1.10)—With Three 
Stooges and “In Our Time” (WB). 
In spite of bad weather breaks should | 
hit strong $52,000 or over and holds. | 

Johnny Long, New York (Para- 
mount: 3,664; 35-$1.10)—With Hazel 
Scott. others, in person and “Miracle 
Morgan's Creek” (Par). Starts final 
(5th) week today (Wednesday) after | 


(PRC), and Marion Hutton, on stage. 
Big $25,000, with small help from 


(U). 


N. J. Jukers Act 


Vs. Col. Records 


Concerted move has been begun by 


| Northern New Jersey coin-machine 


operators to boycott Columbia 


| Records. 


Ops are peeved at the company’s 
failure to keep them supplied with 
the latest releases, preferring to mar- 
ket the majority of its output with 
retail stores. Lately, most operators 
have been buying Columbia discs 
they need from retail sources, and at 
retail prices, for use in machines. 

Record distributors find the boy- 
cott amusing. They point out that as 
soon as Columbia’s product is again 
evenly distributed and the company 


|; markets a hit, the boycott will be 


forgotten. 


Band Reviews 


screen. 
Jimmie Lunceford, Providence | 
(Metropolitan; 3,200; 36-59)—Plus | 


“What a Man” (Mono), and vaude. 
Nice $7.000 on 3-day weekend run | 
considering storm. 

Vaughn Monroe, Detroit 
gan; 4,000; 55-75)—With Gil Maison 
and other acts and “Whistling in | 
Brooklyn” (M-G). Winter’s worst 
storm slashed weekend grosses so | 
$39,000 looms even bigger than the | 


(Michi- | 


hefty total it is under normal con- | erated this name value. 


ditions. 


Tony Pastor, Philadelphia (Earle: | 


2.760; 35-85)—With “Heat's On” | 
(Col), and James Barton, others, on | 
stage. Good $19,500, considering | 


storm cut in on biz. 

Louis Prima, Boston (RKO Boston; 
3.200; 44-99)—Plus Bonnie Baker, 
Four Franks, Frank Gaby; “Govern- 


ment Girl’ (WB). Prima pulling 
most of the okay $26,000 despite 


tough break in weather. DeHavilland 
name value figures, but not too much 
at this house. 


drome; 2,240; 17-66)—With “Around 
the World” (RKO). 
draWing rousing $18.000. 

Jerry Wald, Pittsburgh (Stanley; 


i 


Morton Gould's 


INSTRUMENTAL SENSATION 


FAVORITE OF A NATION 


MILLS MUSIC, Ine. 


| reputation 


Nice combo is | 


FRANKIE CARLE ORCH. (15) 
With Betty Bonney, Roger Bacon, 
Lee Columbo 
Pennsylvania Hotel, N. Y. 
Frankie Carle has a_ tailormade 
among music fans that 
will fit nicely on his new band which 


| debuted at the Pennsylvania’s Cafe 


Rouge Sunday (13). His piano solo- 


| ing for Columbia Records (company 
| claims selling 1,000,000 books so far) 


and his recent affiliation as co-part- 
ner in Horace Heidt’s orchestra gen- 
Theretore, 
Carle’s attempt at leadership seemed 
destined for success on paper. After 
its debut at the Penn that’s virtually 
| guaranteed. 

| For a first performance, with only 
| a few one-nighters under its belt, 
;Carle’s combo of three trumpets, 
; three trombones, five sax and four 
| rhythm (Carle on piano) worked like 
|a veteran outfit. Aimed strictly at 
melody regardless of the beat, the 
combo is commercial from the down- 
beat, bellwethered and unmistakably 
|marked by Carle’s money-making 
| with the keys. Given a few weeks to 
| straighten out the kinks inherent in 


| 


are 


case they're 
| unusually few), band will be a valua- 
| 


| ble piece of property for all types 
of work, particularly hotels, theatres 
and college dates. It plays well 
sweet or hot, with the emphasis, of 
| course, on the former. 

Carle has Al Avola doing arrange- 


| 

| ments, which are modern and color- | 10. 
Book is also smartly equipped | 


| ful. 
with numerous standard tunes. 
| 'Betty Bonney, formerly with Les 


| Brown, handles rhythm lyrics, doing 
} a neat job on the few heard when 


caught. Roger Bacon and Lee Co- 
lumbo are trumpeter and guitarist. 
They were not heard at all at this 
| catching. Both do ballads. Wood. 


| SAMMY KAYE ORCA (16) 


| With Nancy Norman, Billy Williams, 


Arthur Wright, Sally Stuart 
Palladium Ballroom, Hollywood 

Sammy Kaye’s band makes its 
| debut here on a dance job, all previ- 
ous Coast 


dates. It is the first sweet style band 


engagements being con- 
fined to theatre and motion picture 


ESQUIRE’S JAZZ BOOK, 
SEQUEL TO CONCERT 


Impressive followup on Esquire 
mag's recent Met Opera House, N. Y., 
jazz concert is being distributed (at 
one buck per copy) this week by the 
Smart-Gingrich outfit in the form of 
a 90-page brochure, titled “Esquire’s 
Jazz Book,” and edited by critic Paul 
Eduard Miller. Intro is by Arnold 
Gingrich, with marginal illustrations 
by E. Simms Campbell. 

Contents include 24 pages of photos 
of instrumental groups and individ- 
ual performers of the past and pres- 
ent plus biog sketches, record listings 
and an article by the editor tabbed, 
“How to Listen to Hot Jazz.” Priori- 
ties nixed plan to include special 
demonstration discs with the book, 
but insert promises same to purchas- 
ers by mail as soon as materials are 
available. ‘ 


to play this spot, all of the forerun- 
ners catering to the warmer side of 
the musical fence. Opening night 
crowd was heavy, with majority of 
the patrons on the floor in contrast 
with “watcher” circle drawn by the 
swing outfits here in the past. 

Kaye’s combo is comprised of five 
sax, three trumpets, three trom- 
bones (one sax doubling), and four 
rythm featuring an electric guitar. 
Musically, the ork’s “swing and 
sway” trademark is appropriate. Ar- 
rangements do not obscure the mel- 
odies and, while “corny,” the style is 
commercial and very danceable for 
all. 

Bandstand personality and show- 
manship for Kaye is friendly. His 
stock stunt, “So you want to lead a 
band,” for which guest baton-wield- 
ers are selected at random from the 
audience, has a strong appeal and 
is guaranteed laugh-provoker due to 
the leader’s ad lib ability and the 
surprising antics of the amateur 
leaders of the moment. 

Nancy Norman, one of Kaye's 
many vocalists, has a very neat style: 
both she and Billy Williams show 
to best advantage when teamed for 
duets. Arthur Wright, high tenor, 
and Sally Stuart lend variety to the 
Norman-Williams combo, 


Red Norvo opened at Club Prevue, 


Chicago, last night (Tuesday), his 
first job since being rejected for 


service. 


Bands at Hotel B.O.’s 


(Presented herewith, as a weekly tabulation, is the estimated cover 
charge business being done by name bands in various New York hoteis 
Dinner business (7-10 p.m.) not rated, Figures after name of hotel give 
room capacity and cover charge. Larger amount designates weekend and 
holiday price. Compilation is based on period from Monday to Saturday.) 


Covers Total 

Bana Hotel on 
Ray Heatherton. .Biltmore (400; 35 1,200 47.700 
Lani McIntire*., Lexington (300; 1,950 190.975 
Sonny Dunham...New Yorker (400; $1-$1.50)......... 9 2000 1987s 
Charlie Spivak... Pennsylvania (500; $1-$1.50)........ 8 3,050 26995 
Xavier Cugat ... Waldorf (550; $2) ..... 
Jan Garber.......incoln (275; & 1,025 6.300 
Guy Lombardo ..Roosevelt (400; $1-$1.50)........... 19 2,275 34.550 
Georgie Auld,,...Commodore (400; $1-$1.50)......... 1 1,500 2.525 


* Asterisks indicate a supporting floor show. New Yorker and Biltmore 
have ice shows. Waldorf has Annamary Dickey and Rudenko & Zoyitch, 


Chicago 

Neil Bondshu (Mayfair Room, Blackstone hotel; 400; $2.50 min.). Slightly 
off, Bondshu and Frank Fay accounting for around 3,500. ‘ 

Bernie Cummins (Boulevard Room, Stevens hotel; 750; $2.50-$8 min.), 
Blizzard hurt business, but Cummins and Gracie Barrie drew neat 2.700. 

Glen Gray (Panther Room, Sherman hotel; 950; $1.50-$2.50 min.), Con. 
tinues as one of the town’s hot spots. 1other excellent 7,500. 

Jimmy Joy (New Walnut Room, Bismarck hotel; 465; $1.50-$2.50 min.), 
Biz holding up, with Joy responsible for fine 5,000. 

Eddie Oliver (Marine Room, Edgewater Beach hotel; 1,100; 50c¢ and 75c 
cover charge, plus $1.25 min.). Oliver has built up big following here. 
About 7,500, 

Ran Wilde (Empire Room, Palmer House; 750; $3-$3.50 min.). Hildegarde 
and Ran Wilde peckin’ ’em in. Increased turnover accounted for terrific 
10,500. 


Los Angeles 
Freddy Martin (Ambassador; 900; $1-$1.50). 
tabs, 
Joe Reichman (Biltmore; 900; $1-$1.50). Held indefinitely with floor show 
additions. Cakewalking to neat 4,300. 


Location Jobs, Not in Hotels 


(Los Angeles) 
Sammy Kaye (Palladium B, Hollywood, first week). Showing good open- 
ing hand. Indicates close to 30,000. 
Horace Heldt (Trianon B, Southgate, fourth week), 
magnet. Solid at 10,000. 
Phil Harris (Slapsy Maxie’s N, Los Angeles, 13th week). 
to 5,400 tabs. 


Cutting coupons on 4,200 


Working like a 
Breezing along 


(Chicago) 
Lou Breese (Chez Paree; 650; $3-$3.50). 
and Joe E. Lewis drew another big 5,500. 
Del Courtney (Blackhawk; 500; $1-$2.50 min.), 


Standing room only. Preese 


Courtney, a big favorite 


here, keeping patronage around fine 5,000. 


(Records below are grabbing 


thesis indicate the number of weeks each song has been in the listings | 


and respective publishers.) 
1. Mairzy Doats (3) (Miller) . 


2. Besame Mucho (6) (Melodylane ). 


8. Shoo-Shoo Baby (8) (Leeds) ... 


4. My Heart Tells Me (12) (BVC) 


5. No Love ‘No Nothin’ (5) (Triangle) 


n 


10 Best Sellers on Coin-Machines 


most 
throughout the country as reported by operators to “Variety.” Names of 
more than one band or vocalist after the title indicates, in order of popu- O. 
larity, whose recordings are being played. 


) Ella Mae Morse......Capitol 


- Beautifl Morning, (29) (Crawford)... 


Band Bookings 


Jerry Wald, Feb. 18, Ohio State, 
| Columbus; 19, Castle Farms, Cincin- 
| nati; 20, Myer’s Lake Park, Canton, 
; 25, Lord Baltimore hotel, Balti- 
more; 26, Convention Hall, Camden; 


nickels this week in jukeboxes 


Figures and names in paren- 


27, Broadway theatre, Springfield, 

| Mass. 
| Gray, Feb. 25, week, River- 
| side theatre, Milwaukee; March 3, 
oe ) Jimmy Dorsey .......Decca ; week, Orpheum theatre, Minneap- 
| Abe Lyman ............ Hit | olis; 10, week, Orpheum theatre, 


{ Andrews Sisters ++++.Decca | Omaha; 17, week, Chicago theatre, 
| Chicago; 24, week, Michigan theatre, 
{Glen Gray ..... ere Decca | Detroit. 
| Art Kavelin, Feb. 18, Will Rogers 
(Jan Garber nit | Field, Oklahoma City; 19, Went- 
| Ella Mae Morse Capitol | Worth Military Academy, Lexington, 
| Mo.; 20, Plamore Ballroom, Kansas 
{ Frank Sinatra . City 
ve 


{Jo Stafford .........Capitol | 9 


7. How Sweet You Are (7) (Remick)..... | 2, week, Loew’s State theatre, N.Y.; 
| 19.12, State theatre, Hartford; 14, 
S. My ideal (3) (Paramount) acicivcsccese Jimmy Dorsey ,......Decca | three days, Stanley theatre, Utica: 17, 
9. Paper Doll (35) (Marks) ...... Mills Bros. ... theatre, 30, 
For First Time (12) (Shapiro)..........:- Dick Haymes ........ Decca | Wee, 
OTHER FAVORITES 
(These records are directly below first 10 in popularity) Top Tunes for Your Books 
Do Nothing Till You Hear (Robbins) vanes - Woody Herman ......Decca An All-Time Favorite 
When They Ask About You (Berlin)......... Jimmy Dorsey ....... Decca 
Bing Crosby .. Decca A 
People Will Say (22) (Crawford ) Frank Sinatra ....Columbia 
Couldn’t Sleep Wink (T. B. Harms)......... 


San Fernando Valley . 
Victory Polka (14) (Chappell) 


I've Had This Feeling Before (Santly)...... 


Holiday For Strings (BVC) 
Take It Easy (Santly)-........ 


Dirst Love (Dorsey Jimmy Dorsey 


.Frank Sinatra ....Columbia 


DIGGA 


.-Bing Crosby ...... ...Decca | 

.-Andrews-Crosby .....Decca | 

--Perry Como ,........ Victor | D 0 

-Dave Rose ..........Victor | 

-Guy Lombardo ,...... Decca | Music by eee 
Decca 


JIMMY McHUGH 


RECORDED BY JOHNNY MERCER 


with PAUL WESTON and his Orchestra—CAPITOL 141. 


MICKEY GOLDSEN 
RKO Bldg, Radio. City 
New York 20; N.Y. 


Cleele 7.364) 


PUBLISHED BY 


CAPITOL SONGS, Inc. 


DAVE SHELLEY 

Hollywood 28 Colt 
Hemptteod 3148 


‘DRUMMER SID CATLETT Published by 


IN DEBUT AS MAESTRO. 


Sid Catlett, one of the top drum- 
mers around, opened at the Three 
Deuces, N. Y., last night (Tuesday) 
with his own band, his first attempt 
at maestroing. He's drawing $500 
weekly for a four-piece combo, 

Catlett had been at Cafe Society, 
Uptown, N. Y., with Teddy Wilson’s 
band, which he left Saturday (12), 


MARY MARTIN 


USES IT! 

Most “big names” use this 3«5 
VISUAL record of song hits of 
ever 100 publishers, plus old 
favorites. Inclydes lead sheris 
ond lyrics of cMorus. Samples 
ree. 


TUNE-DEX 


1619 Broadway New York 19 


Andy Riccardi, brother of Rex Ric- 
cardi, joined Charlie Barnet’s orches- 
tra on bass. He was formerly with 
Johnny Warrington’s WCAU, Phila- 
delphia, studio band. Rex Riccardi 
was head of Philly AFM. He’s now | 
assistant to James C. Petrillo in N. Y. | 
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Inside Stuff—Orchestras 


There’s a story behind how Maurice Spitalny got his new vocalist at the 
William Penn hotel’s Terrace Room, Pittsburgh. She’s Marie Carroll, from 
Charleston, W. Va., who joined the band a couple of weeks ago sight 


unseen. 


Spitalny’s son, Jimmy, who also had a band of his own before he went 
into the service, is stationed at Miami Beach, where he was recently ad- 


mitted to OCS in Air Force administration. 


Several weeks ago, Spitalny 


lost a singer, Virginia McCurdy, to Jan Savitt, and later wrote Jimmy 


what a tough time he was having finding a replacement. 


happened to mention it to a buddy. 


had a girl friend, he told Jimmy, who was a first-class singer, 
and would probably be just the ticket. 


Young Spitalny 


The buddy was from Charleston. He 
a looker 
Jimmy wrote his father. The 


latter sent for Miss Carroll, and now she’s a permanent fixture with the 


band, at least for the duration. 
puddy gets out of the service. 


Or until Jimmy Spitalny’s Charleston 


Jimmy Dorsey’s band will play two unusual one-nighters on its way 
eouth end of next month. March 31 it plays a date at the U. of Tennessee, 
Knoxville, which is a promotion open to the public and operated by the 
school. Rarely, if ever, does a college buy a band to make money on it; asa 
rule music is bought for proms, which are closed to anyone but students. 
Dorsey is drawing a $2,500 guarantee against a percentage. 


Next night Dorsey is scheduled for another promotion, 


at the Audi- 


torium, Birmingham. He has a $3,500 guarantee for this date against the 


usual 60% of the gross. 


Such high guarantees are infrequent. 


ese two 


dates immediately precede Dorsey's opening at the Frolics, Miami, where 
he’s drawing $9,000 weekly for three weeks, unheard of coin for a loca- 


tion booking. 


Stan Keller, who has been in the process of constructing a full-size 


band, meanwhile working at the Warwick hotel, N. Y., 
men quartet, junked a sweet style for the new 
He has completely rebuilt the outfit on a swing-sweet basis 


in rehearsal. 
and with a completely new library. 


with the Towns- 
combo while it wes still 


Keller was one of those leaders who was being backed by Kamar Corp., 


new financing organization operating in N. Y. 


He states he has severed 


connections with the outfit by repaying cash he had been advanced, and 


now has a new connection. 


10-15%, Lower “43 Royalty Payoff 


Than ’42 Slated By Col., Decca 


| recently formed in N. Y. Consisting 
Royalty checks for the latter half + 


of 1943 are due to be distributed 
within the next week or so by Co- 
lumbia and Decca Records, Colum- 
pia’s may be in the mails by the end 
of this week. There is as yet no ac- 
curate appraisal of the overall 
amount of coin being distributed by 
both manufacturers, but it’s estimat- 
ed that the total will be only 10-15% 
off the same period of 1942, when 
neither company had to face the 
manpower and materials shortages of 
1943, particularly the former. 

Most of 1943’s royatties, however, 
will be distributed by both compa- 
nies among a much smaller group of 
artists because during the year they 
both concentrated materials and pro- 
duction effort on their strongest sell- 
ing names. For example, Harry 
James is estimated to have earned 
approximately $150,000 over the en- 
tire year. It’s known he got around 
the first 
six months, and his last half check is 


said to be only about 15% lower. At 
Decca, the big earners were, of 


course, Bing Crosby (who has a con- 
tract guaranteeing him $300,000 annu- 
ally), Jimmy Dorsey and the An- 
drews Sisters, 


BUSSE QUITS BAND IN: 
K. C. DUE TO ILLNESS 


Kansas City, Feb. 15. 

Unable because of illness to con- 
tinue with his band, which opened 
at the Tower theatre here Friday 
(11), Henry Busse withdrew during 
the first day and left for New York 
where he was to enter Mount Sinai 
hospital for observation and treat- 
ment. Previously Busse 
celled 10 weeks of theatres and the 
Tower was to have been his final 
booking before taking a vacation. 

Wyatt Howard, who plays trum- 
pet and does vocals, will be “front 
man” and m.c. for the orch during 
the absence of Busse. Band is 
scheduled to open next Tuesday 
{22) at the Frolics Club, in Miami, 
Fla. This date will probably be 
kept, Busse said, unless complica- 
tions arise. 


Ellington’s Vocal Moves 
Wini Johnson, who understudied 
Jeni Le Gon in “Early to Bed” at 
the Broadhurst, N. Y., joined Duke 
Ellington’s band at the Paradise the- 
atre, Detroit, last Friday (11). 
Betty Roche, with the outfit for 
Some time, will also stay on. Herb 
Jeffries returns to the band this 
Week, replacing Al Hibbler, blind 
Singer, 


had can-| 


Art Kassel Into Edison 
For Ist N. Y. Booking 


Art Kassel orchestra has been 
booked into the Hotel Edison, its 
first date in N. Y. Kastle will 


follow the current Blue Barron- 
Tommy Ryan orchestra March 1 or 
2 for an indefinite period. 

Kassel’s outfit is now 
Rio Club, Washington, D. C., one of 
its first dates in the east. It is a 
midwestern combo. 


Col.-Victor Pact 
Snag on Carle 


Frankie 


Carle. who debuted. his 


new orchestra at the Hotel Pennsy]- | 


vania, N. Y., Sunday (13) evening. is 
in the middle of a controversy over a 
recording contract for the full band. 

Carle is signed to Columbia Rec- 
ords for the production of piano al- 
bums (company claims he has sold 
over 4.000.000 discs in this manner), 


and has been dickering with both 
Columbia and Victor for a recording 
agreement for his orchestra. Victor 


wants to sign it, and so does Colum- 
bia, but not at the terms Victor is | 
willing to give. 

Situation is complicated, however, 


| beca 


| its cost. 


|every date. 
at the Del | 


| bothering new 


THE 


Executives of the band business 
are bluntly discouraging formation of 
new bands in tke face of present 
difficulties, though the business 
could..use fresh, saleable names. 
During the past couple of months 
there has been a flurry of new com- 
binations, many of which never got 
out of the blueprint or rehearsal 
stage because the difficulty of secur- 
ing bookings at prices large enough 
to overcome top-heavy operating 
costs is almost insurmountable. 

In certain unusual cases in which 
an embryo leader is known to the 
public through association with an 
established band and can command 
good salaries almost from the start, 
the molding of new material is en- 
couraged. But they are few and far 
between. Frankie Carle’s new or- 
chestra, which opened at the Hot& 
Pennsylvania, N. Y., Sunday (13) 
evening, is an example. 

Barrier to new-band building is 
the cost of musicians. Transporta- 
tion and all other items incidental 
to the operation of an orchestra also 
are considerably higher than pre- 
war, but the primary obstacle is the 
tremendous jump in sideman sala- 
ries. There is little difference cur- 
rently between what some top-name 
leaders are paving men and the cash 
lower-level maestros are forced to 
pay. And when a new band comes 
into the picture it is forced to com- 
pete in such a market for a staff. 

An example of the effect this con- 
dition has on new outfits is a band 


of six brass, five sax, four rhythm, 
it has a payroll of about $1,850 
weekly. It has worked three weeks 
since lining up three months ago 
use its agency cannot find dates 
at sufficient money to underwrite 
Few buyers have heard the 
leader's name and won't take him 
at prices quoted. 
of work the leader 
He's about to disband. 
musicians is not only 
bands: it 
the throats of many 
entrenched in 


Cost . of 


layouts firmly 
medium-value levels. 


| There is a tendency among this class 


of leader 
;}employing large 


by the fact that Carle’s name is un- | 


der contract to Columbia, though 
only for solo piano work. Columbia 
feels that this hold 
name is sufficient technicality 
vent from taking the 
Victor. 


on 
to pre- 


him band to 


Beckner Released By 


Zucker Goes to MCA | aire 


of America has as- 
sumed booking rights to Denny 
Beckner’s orchestra, now at the Park 
Central hotel, N. Y. Beckner, play- 
ing his first metropolitan date at 
the P.C., had been handled by Stan 


Zucker, but the leader has made a 
financial arrangement on the release. 

Beckner’s is a_ southern 
brought north for the first time by | 
the Park Central. 


Musie Corp. 


Carl Strohl, partner with Max) 


Kearson in operation of Scranton and | ceeds 
' Dailey’s Terrace Room, Newark, Fri- | 


Rochester, N. Y., one-night promo- 


tions, into Army. 


the leader’s | 


| the 


| 


band | 


late big names by 
individual sections 
(four trumpets, three trombones, 
etc.). Because of this, many com- 
bos which could do nicely financially 
with only three trumpets, two trom- 


to emu 


NEW BAND SNAGS 


+ 


| Cedar Grove, N. J.. ' 
| possibly operating both that and his 


| 


Lyman Files Suit for $18,500 Vs. MCA 
In Theatre, Bonita Granville Snarls 


Kaye Into Astor Roof, 
N. Y., This Summer 


Sammy Kaye's orchestra will play 
the Astor Roof, N. Y., this summer 
for at least six weeks. Opening date 
is indefinite, but Kaye will follow 
Harry James, who is scheduled to 
open the room May 18. 

Kaye is currently at the Palladium 
Ballroom, Hollywood, after complet- 
ing a film for United Artists release 
titled “Song of the Open Road.” He 
also followed James into that spot. 


Glen Is. Casino In 
Spring Reopening 


Glen Island Casino, New Rochelle, 
N. Y., spot which has been closed 
virtually since the beginning of the 
war, will reopen this spring. How- 
ard Gill, owner, has set Bob Strong’s 
orchestra to renew operation, open- 
ing May 25 for an indefinite period. 
Strong's band, a strong name in the 
midwest, recently completed its first 
eastern booking at the Roseland 
Ballroom, N. Y. It is now one-night- 
ing south to a date at Flagler Gar- 
dens, Miami. 

Gill had difficulty booking a band 
for the Casino on his usual terms. 
Half dozen combinations had been 
mentioned as tentatively set to re- 
open the spot. His acquisition 
Strong is claimed to be on regular 
terms. 

Frank Dailey, who has been figur- 
ing on reopening his Meadowbrook, 
this summer, and 


current Terrace Room, Newark, has 


In the three weeks | 


lost money on | eae 
| ure-driving 


is cutting | 


not made any definite plans as yet. 
Rumors of resumption of the pleas- 
ban in the east has 
stalled a decision. 


Glaser Buys Rosenthal 
Interest in Kirby Band 


bones, four sax and four rhythm, | 
are giving agencies booking head- 
aches because of the added payroll. 

Some agency men are convinced 


that the high operating costs of the 


| Kingsway, 


Joe Glaser has bought out Julian 
Rosenthal’s interest in John Kirby's 
six-piece orchestra. Rosenthal goes 
into the Army soon an@rather than 


try to handle Kirby’s interests dur- 
ing his free time, turned the group 
over to Glaser. 

Kirby is currently playing at C lub 


Montreal, after which Le 
goes south on one-nighters and then 
to the Coast. 


Springfield Cracks Down 


On Kid Coin Box Workers 


“B” band, greatly increased by the 
use of unnecessary men, contributed | 
also to the recent slump. As with | 
new bands, buyers simply won't pay 
prices they deem out of line with 
name value. In many cases cur- 
rently they are being quoted prices | 


for Class B value that they formerly ! 


paid for the 
And so they 


pest names 


don't always 


Recall Chas. Barnet For 
2d Physical After 4-F 


buy. 


Charlie Barnet was recalled for 
additional examinazion by the N. Y. 
induction center Monday (13) after 


hay ing drawn a 4-F a week ago. Up 
‘day (Tuesday) 
being held at 
further tests. 
the Apollo the- 
ucted part of the 
ate Auld, who did a 
similar chore last week at the Strand 
theatre when Barnet reported for 
| his first physical. 


Spivak 4-F 


Charlie Spivak drew a 4-F at the 
induction center last week. 

Leader was at the Hote] Pennsyl- 
vania, N. Y., at the time. 


/replaced Sunday (13) by Frankie 
Carle’s new orchestra, and he suc- 
Jimmy Dorsey at Frank 


to press time 
leader 
nors Island for 


yestel 
was still 
| Gove} 


S band IS at 


| time by 


day (18). 


He was! 


available. | 


| field's 


Feb. 15. 
who 


Mass., 
handyman 


Springfield, 
The the 


tinkered 


day of 


Building 
Robertson 


tavern is ended. 
Commissioner Gordon 
has ruled that all juke 
tions must be done henceforth 
licensed electricians and be given 
a departmental okay. Boxes that 
work directly from a wall socket 
are exempt, but tl that are con- 
nected with money 
in cafes and 
cluded in the new 

Several of the companies have 
high school students as 


installators. 


Ose 
booths, 


are in- 


slots in 
restaurants 


rule, 


been using 
ps art time 


Jazz Concerts on 


Jazz concert from Town Hall, N. Y., 
Saturday (19) will get radio cover: | 
age for the first time the series | 
moved into the 43d street lair of | 
longhairs two years ago. Fred Rob- | 


i bins, WHN director of the recorded |! 


“cwing Class” show, will broadcast 


/30 minutes of the proceedings be- 


tween 6 and 7 o'clock. 

Dave Tough, drummer discharged 
from the Navy after @ Pacific tour 
with Artie Shaw’s service -band, is 
slated to work with the band. 

BBC and the office of CIAA will 
record the concert for delayed short- 
wave broadcasts overseas and to 
Latin America. 


parture 
| 


1 


with juke-boxes in Spring- | 


box installa- | 
by | 


| 


Abe Lyman has filed suit with the 
American Federation of Musicians 
against Music Corp. of America for 
$18.500 which he claims is due him 
for mixups during a theatre tour laid 
out for him last summer by the 
agency. 

Leader asks. firstly, $8,500 because 
the agency allegedly assured him 
that a week's work had been booked 
at the Orpheum theatre, Minneapolis, 
Approximately three weeks prior to 
the opening date he was advised the 
booking, for which contracts were 
never signed, had been cancelled. 
His salary was to have been $8,500. 

Remaining $10,000 Lyman asks be- 
cause screen actress Bonita Gran- 
ville, whom MCA booked to accom- 
pany him on the theatre dates, was 
withdrawn from the unit by the 
agency without four weeks’ notice 
called for by the contract. Since 
Lyman was booked into all of the 
theatres on his tour on a guarantee- 
and-percentage basis, he claims the 
loss of Miss Granville injured his 
possible earning power, 

When Lyman first demanded $18,- 
500 .from MCA last summer at the 
conclusion of his theatre run, MCA 
admitted that it had confirmed the 
Orpheum booking to the leader. 
Agency claimed that the Paramount 
booking office, which supplies talent 
to the Minneapolis house, originally 
accepted Lyman for the week, but 
later denied it. On the Granville 
item MCA at the time denied Ly- 
man’s claim. Agency asserted the 
leader was given notice of her de- 
when he opened his first 
week in Boston, and that she left 
four weeks later. 


Griff Williams Gets 
Navy Nod (Lieut. J.G.); 
Band May Break Up 


Chicago, Feb. 15. 
now playing at the 
Chase hotel, St. Louis, has received 
his commission as lieutenant (j.g.) 
in the Navy and reports at Fort 
Schuyler, N. Y., on Feb. 28, for 
training. 

No decision has yet been reached 
on the future of his orchestra, but 
there are indications it will be 
broken up. 


SINATRA REPORTED 
BALKING AT COLUMBIA 


Hollywood, Feb. 1 
Frank Sinatra is reported 
at Columbia Records’ request that 


Griff Williams. 


he continue to make recordings with 
vocal backgrounds. Singer’s relue- 
tance to turn out dises with voice 
accompaniment aid to be due to 


nis conviction that he cannot come- 


pete with name singers like Bing 
Crosby. Dick Haymes, et al, who are 
recording on other labels with in- 
strumental assistance. 


Sinatra rece 
sides 


ntly remade a brace of 


in Columbia's st 


idios here be- 
cause both he and Columbia officials 
felt previous dises of the same tunes 
werent up to standard. Melodies 
were from his ¢ ent RKO film, 
“Higher ar Higher.” 


Verdict Expected 
This Week on Disc Row 


Executives of Columbia and RCA- 


| Victor disc companies say they have 


been advised by their attorneys that 


ithe War Labor Board’s decision re 
ithe dise controversy is definitely to 
be released later this week. Arthur 
Meyer, chairman of the panel of the 

Y. State Mediation Board, which 


| took the testimony of Columbia and 


Victor at hearings last fall, forward- 
ed the information. 

Reason for the long delay in the 
WLB's decision was due to the fact 


Meyer became ill while he was writ- 
ing his opinion on the case for the 
WLB in Washington. 
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Publishers Command Top Sync Fees 


For H'wood Use of Yesteryear Hits 


15 Best Song Sellers 


(Week Ending Feb. 12) 


One of the biggest sources of¢ 
what is technically by-product rev- Sinatra’s Own Firm to Pub 
enue, but, actually, now a major in- 
dustry are the synchronization fees 
from Hollywood to Tin Pan Alley. 
With the passing years, the yester- 
year song hits take on added values, |jicsh the score of the forthcoming 
and from the former $500 to $1,000} Charles R. Rogers production, “Song 
syne rights fee, now it’s nothing for | Of the 

| Artists release. rat Barton sho 

a music publisher to collect nad, wind up with the score, comprised 
and $7,500 for a song usage (with) o¢ gour tunes written by Kim Gan- 
vocal) in a motion picture. How-/non and Walter Kent. bowled over 
ever, Irving Berlin’s $15,000 for “Al- | most music men, ; 

ways,” which was the theme of Sam| Sinatra is said to have influenced 
Goldwyn's “Pride of the Yankees” | assigning of the tunes to Barton. He 
(RKO) remains high, and it's by no| reportedly promised UA he would 
means an exclusive right. “Always” record the tunes for Columbia Rec- 
was essential to “Yankees” since it) ords. Columbia flatly states they won't 
was the real-life love song of the! Wax ‘em if they're not up to stand- 


| Barton Music, in which Frank Sin- 
atra holds a half interest, will pub- 


‘Open Road’ Pic Score 


Lou Gehrigs. 


An idea of how valuable these | 


syne rights have become is gleaned 
from the $35,000 distributed by 
Harry Fox, trustee for the 
Publishers Protective Assn., in three 
months. 


sic figms, collected half, because he 


has in the meantime acquired a con- | 


| ard. 


Music | 


Of this, Jerry Vogel, com- | 
parative newcomer among the mu- | 


Tunes involved are “Too Much 
In Love,” “Here It Is Monday,” “De- 
lightfully Dangerous” and “Rolling 
Down the Road.” 

While Sinatra is financially inter- 
ested in Barton, .he firm is operated 
alone by Ben Barton. This cir- 
cumstance makes his acquisition of 
a film score stranger. 


stantly growing catalog of oldies, | 


copyrights, by watching for expira- 
tions and dickering with their 
estates, has got him into prolific liti- 


gation, either through the original | 


copyright owner, feeling he had 
first call on the renewals, or through 
a division of interests, where the 
estate of the lyric writer would sell 
one share, and the composer's estate 
would make a deal with another 


publisher. This accounts for so 
many of the oldies, now renewed, 
being split in ownership between 


two firms, which of course divide 
the syne coin. 

There are a number of tunes 
which, by the obviousness of their 
titles and themes, command fancy 


fees, because their general familiar- | 


ity immediately establishes a topical 
or a dramatic motif. Among these 
are “School Days,” “Hot Time in the 
Old Town Tonight.” “Back Home in 
Indiana,” “By the Sea,” “Sweet Rosie 
O'Grady,” “The Bowery,” et al. 


Leo Spitalny, NBC Up 
For Exam in Song Suit 


Notice for the examination of H. 


Leopold Spitalny, musical director of | thority took its cut on a compromise 


NBC, and the National Broadcasting 
Cu., defendants in a $175,000 damage 
action brought by Carmen Lelfin, 
pianist and composer, was filed Fri- 
day (11) in N. Y. federal court. Ex- 
amination is scheduled to start on 
February 21. Suit charges piracy of 


two of her songs, “Zambra Gitana” | 


and “Oriental.” 
Miss Delfin alleges that Spitalny 


substituted titles for her two songs, | 
using “Para Mi” and “Moro Infiel,” | 
by G. Schirmer, Inc., music publish- | 
ers, another defendant and marketed | 


such as the George M. Cohan songs, | 
“Shine On Harvest Moon,” etc. True, | 


Vogel’s acquisitions of these old | 


ASCAP Benetit On 
Coast for Everyone 


But Soldier Discs 


Hollywood, Feb. 15. 

| When is a benefit not a benefit? 
When everyone gets paid off but the 
| cause. 

| That just about sums up what 
| happened to the two concerts given 
Shrine auditorium by .ASCAP 
| and the L. A. Times for Armed 
| Forces Master Records, Inc. From a 
| gross intake of better than $17,000, 
|less than $3.000 made up the net 
| after all hands were paid off. 

| Biggest single item of expense was 
L. A. Philharmonic Orchestra's bill 
for $7,700 which grew somehow from 
|a contracted price of $5,000. When 
| the voucher reached ASCAP there 
were such additional expenses as 
$1,600 for extra rehearsals for the 
symph, $300 for moving the or- 


chestra’s. instruments, $900 for a 
shell on the stage. Orchestrations 
and copying for the two nights 


| amounted to approximately $3,000, 
!one of the Philharmonic’s publicity 
| men aced himself $200 after first 
asking for $1,000, and Theatre Au- 


| percentage. 


| Philharmonic night drew less than 
3,000 persons and pop stanza packed 
| the aud to top standee capacity of 


| 7,500. Robert L. Murray handled the 


| benefit for ASCAP. 


‘Valendo, Ex-Counter Roy, 


Tommy Valendo, 


In 5-Yr. Pact As Mgr. 


professional 


Mairzy Doats............ Miller 
Besame Mucho......Melodylane 
Shoo Shoo Baby......... Leeds 
Beautiful Morning....Crawford 
Heart Tella BVC 
No Love, Nothin’....... Triangle 
Marks 
Couldn't Sleep..... T. B. Harms 
Victory Polka......... Chappell 
Shining Morris 
Paramount 
Surrey With Fringe. .Crawford 
When They AGK. Berlin 


Quiz Taylor 
In Burke Suit 


Deems Taylor, president of 
ASCAP, will submit to an exam- 
ination before trial of the suit 
brought by songwriter Johnny 
Burke against ASCAP. Judge 


Clancy, in N. Y. federal court Mon- 
day (13) opined that the songwrit- 
er’s request to examine 31 execu- 
tives and members of ASCAP was 
unnecessary, but that if, after Tay- 
lor’s testimony. Burke shows good 
cause for the examination of others, 
it will be ordered. 

Burke’s suit against the Society 
asks for $25,000 damages and seeks 
to withdraw his song copyrights 
from ASCAP representation. Jimmy 
Van Heusen, collaborator with 
Burke, is the sponsor of a similar 
suit against the Society, asking 
$15,000 damages. 


New Action Vs. Jerry 
Vogel; Fischer Asks 
Injunction and Damages 


An injunction, accounting and 
damage suit was filed against Jerry 
Vogel Music Co., Inc., last week in 
N. Y. federal court by the Fred 


leged infringement of the 
“Someone Thinks of Someone.” 
According to the complaint, song 
composed by Ed Gardenier and J. 
Fred Helf, both deceased, was origi- 
nally asigned to Helf and Hager, 
Inc., music publishers, in 1905. Upon 
Lexpiration of the copyright, Hell's 
widow, Bessie, renewed and as- 
signed to Fred Hager, who reassigned 
it to the plaintiff on July 20, 1937. 
Fischer charges that Vogel in- 
fringed on “Someone,” by publishing 
and using without consent of the 
owners after 1937. Vogel, it is al- 
leged,> falsely told ASCAP, among 
others, that they are also copyright 
owners by reason of an assignment 
from the estate of Ed Gardenier 
dated December 23, 1938, without 
disclosing the interest of the estate 
in the rights. 
Complaint further alleges that 
Vogel wrongfully claims a share in 


song 


them under the director’s name. She | Manager of Santly-Joy, was given aj for public performance of the song 


charges that 
at the request of NBC. 


The $175,000 damages are for serv- 


he composed the songs 


j;are said 
weekly, 


to graduate 


five-year contract last week. Terms |and because of alleged infringement 
up to $500 


considerable damage is 
| tained by Fischer, who also seeks to 


Fischer Music Co., Inc., based on al- 


Following list of the most played popular tunes on the networks f 
the. week beginning Monday and through Sunday, Feb. 7-13 from ye 
p.m, to 1 a.m., is divided into two sections. The first section represents ti, 
first approximately 25 leaders in alphabetical order (in some cases there 
are ties, accounting for a longer list), and the second section contain 
the “also rans.” but notated in arithmetical order. The compilations em. 
brace the NBC, CBS, Blue and Mutual Networks, as represented by WE AF. 
WABC, WJZ and WOR, N. Y., and are based on data provided by Accurate 
Reporting Service, regular checking source of the music publishin 
industry. 

TITLE 


PUBLISHER 
A Lovely Way to Spend Eve—i“Higher and Higher”. ......Crawford 
I Couldn’t Sleep a Wink—?"Higher and Higher”........... T. B. Harms 
I Love You—**Mexican Hayride” .............. . Chappell 


I Wish I Could Hide Inside This Letter........... 
Be Around 


I've Had This Feeling Before—+"“Show Business” .......... Santly — 
Music Stopped—j"Higher and Higher” ................... Robbins 
My Heart Tells Me—i"Sweet Rosie O'Grady” ...... 

My Shining Hour—j“Sky’s the Limit” Morris 
No Love No Nothin—*“Gang’s All Here”...............00- Triangle 
Oh What a Beautiful Morning—*“Oklahoma”.............. Crawford 
Shoo Shoo Baby—?"Three Cheers For Boys”. . .Leeds 
Speak Low—*"“One Touch of Venus” . .. Chappell 
MOST PLAYED AFTER FIRST 25 

Old Acquaintance—"Old Acquaintance” ........... 
And Suddenly It’s Spring—i"Lady In the Dark’.......... Famous 
Take It Easy—+"2 Sisters and a Santly 
Journey To a Star—i"Gangs’ All Here” Triangle 
People Will Say We're In Love—*"Oklahoma”............. Crawford 
So Goodnight—i“Hya Sailor” BMI 

Do Nothing Till You Hear From Me........... . Robbins 
Have I Stayed Away Too Long ........ MTT ee 
I'm In Love With Someone .............. campbell 
San Fernando Valley ...Morris 


| Tese’s Torch Gong—t“Up. in Armee” covces Harms 
Don't Believe Everything Dream—‘"Around World”. ...... Robbins 
Easter Sunday With You .......... Feist 


the royalties collected from ASCAP | 


being sus- | 


Goodnight Wherever You Are 
Oklahoma—*" Oklahoma” 
Walking on Air 


...Shapire 
..Crawford 
.Edwards 


+ Filmusical. * Legit Musical. 


COL. PICTS NEARS DEAL Wally Downey Back 
ON MORRIS COS, BUY-IN. From South America 


| Columbia Pictures and Buddy | 

| Morris are on the verge of complet- tows Janeiro last year to represel 

jing a deal whereby Columbia will | ASCAP, Robbins Music interests, 
buy into the Morris publishing com- | Berlin’s and other publishers, in ad- 
bine comprised of Morris, 

jand Melrose music. 

| It was said last week that the ne- | 


| 


who went to Rio 


ti in Brazil, is back in New York 
A familiar figure in Rio, Downey has 


Mayfait | ditien to his own pix-radio activie 


were and that 


lata 


| Columbia had bought a controlling decided to resume his band and 
| interest in the Morris firms. This music managerial activities in the 
j was denied, but it was admitted that | 


i there were discussions 
ownership idea. 


of a 50-50 Even while away he had quite @ 


If the negotiations are completed, few bands and personalities undet 


| Morris’ first score fro b hj his irecti t atin ithee 
‘ . j st’ score m Columb direction, operatin eithet 
ices rendered, conversion and copy: | Valendo started as a counter boy | be declared sole owner of the re- | will be from the Kay fil 
right infringement. | with Santly years ago. newal rights. | “Wietory ys ilm, Artists Bureau oF 
: aqae. via MCA. 


NBC, CBS, Blue, Mutual Pluss 
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THE 
BIG 


SONG 


HIT 


Featured by 
America’s 
Leading 
Orchestras 


(alphabetically arranged) 


AIR LANE TRIO 
PAUL BARON 
DENNY BECKNER 
PHIL BRITO 

LOU BREESE 
FRANKIE CARLE 
IRV. CARROLL 
CHRIS CROSS 
SONNY DUNHAM 
JAN GARBER 
DAVE GRUPP 
RAY HEATHERTON 
GUS HENSCHEN 
MILT HERTH 
STAN KELLER 
KORN KOBBLERS 
DICK KUHN 
PAUL LAVALLE 
TED LEWIS 
VINCENT LOPEZ 
PAUL MARTELL 
DON McGRANE 


IRVING MILLER 


RUSS MORGAN 
EDDIE OLIVER 
BOB STANLEY 
JOE STOPAK 

AL TRACE 

THE TOWNSMEN 


hel-ter an 


he SILHOU - ETTES: 


43 by Mer 
tional Cop 


roadway, 
chant Music Publishers A619 B eh 


nade of t 
yright Secured 


copyright 


Interna 


COBEY 


J AMES CHARLES 


While the 


¢ and Music by 


worlddreams PY 


> 


The Boys Are On Their Way To 


Words and Music by 


JOE RINES, PAUL CUNNINGHAM, LEONARD WHITCUP 


HOLLYWOOD 


LOUIS HERSCHER 
6132 De Longpre Ave. 


MARCHANT MUSIC PUBLISHERS 


1619 BROADWAY, NEW YORK 19, N, Y., 
WES FRAZER 


Gen. Prof. Mgr. 


CHICAGO 


IRVING ULLMAN 
54 W. Randolph St. 


VARIETY 
for 
3 
he 
7 
Silhouettes | 
| 
Danc- ing round the rhy-thm of star-light, Dark HOU - ETIES, in the a 
ghadows of Play- ing @ part in beau-ti - ful rhap-S0 - dy. 
i Leavesin the trees cast 4 mag- i -cal splen-dor, Each SIL-HOU- ETTE seems t0 whis-pet Sur-ren-des, 
As they ro - mance in a myth- cal sym-pho- ny | 
| 
— moon-beams, Gai- ly dance and hum the theme-of 4 song, Like 4 cel - lo sweet and peg a 
sts, mel- low, They 8° sing - ing and swing-ing a long, All thru the night running ‘ a 
skel-tef, Un - til the dawn when they fade to their shefter, End - 108 the dance se-Te- 
| 
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Night Club Reviews 


Blue Angel, N. Y. 
Owen & Parker, The Bernards, 
Evelyn Knight, Ellis Larkins 3, 


Stuart Ross, Bunty Pendleton; $3 
minimum. 


Owen and Parker have been stand- 
ards in the Florida bistros and else- 
where with their naughty songs but 
somehow these have become dated. 
Even Dwight Fiske with his leering 
lyrics is something out of the Vol- 
stead era; nowadays people are too 
earnest in the war effort for that. 
They can get their fun in other ways, 
and sex on the lyrical half-shell isn’t 
the way. Besides, these two boys 
have now developed so expert a 
sense of word values that their show- 
manship should dictate a change of 
pace. If for no other reason they 
owe it to themselves to get out of 
the saloons and really get some- 
where in the theatres and even pos- 
sibly the radio, but that means a re- 
furbished libretto. 

Evelyn Knight, longtime-stayer 
here, is a honey of a songstress with 
her well-trained style of chirping 
pops such as “Dance with the Girly 
on the Stocking,” “How Sweet You 
Are,” “Shoo Shoo Baby,” etc. A per- 
sonable gal with a nice wagon (chas- 
sis te you), she suggests a good 
future in and out of the bistros, in- 
cluding a crack at radio for which 
she seems well attuned. 

The mapcap Bernards, with their 
zany business matched to records by 
Bing, Sinatra, the Andrews Sisters, 
et al., have become marathon faves 
here. The brothers Bernard are sup- 
posedly siated for a Paramount 
filmusical where their nonsense 
should sell well. 

Otherwise, co-boniface Herbert 
Jacoby, who emcees, has a good 
nucleus in the rhythmic Ellis Lar- 
kins trio; Stuart Ross, who accomps 


THE FAMOUS 


KATHRYN 


DUFFY 


DANCERS 


BREAKING RECORDS AT 
HARRY ALTMAN’S 
BUFFALO 
AVAILABLE THRU 
YOUR AGENT 


ENTERTAINING OVERSEAS W 
US0O-CAMP SHOWS 


BOB EVANS 
WITH JERRY O'LEARY 


Personal Management 
EZ KEOUGH 


| $2.50. 


|'another bid to be known as the 
|swing center of this town. 


at the ivories; and in Bunty Pendle- 
ton, who does her pianology durir 
dinner. Abel. 


Blue Room, N. O. 
(HOTEL ROOSEVELT) 
New Orleans, Feb. 11. 
Carl Ravazza Orch, Woodie & 
Betty, Lathrop & Lee, Walton & 
O’Rourke, Joan Merrill; $1.50 mini- 
mum Saturdays and Sundays. 


No way of telling who's pulling 
them in to this swank nocturnal 
rendezvous, but it’s safe to assume 
that Carl Ravazza’s swell band 
and all the acts share the b.o. drag. 
New show adds up to a bright and 
pleasing presentation. Ravazza’'s 
music is swingy, rhythmic, without 
blast. 

Woodie and Betty, skating team, 
open with a speedy routine of 
whirls and spins that net big 
hand and are followed by Lathrop 
and Lee, a scintillating tap team 
who get plenty of palm pounding 
for nifty routines. They have a 
freshness and charm that proves an 
added asset to their terping. “Take It 
Easy” number, with swell support 
from the band, gets top reaction. 

Joan Merrill's singing garners its 
share of applause. Voice is clear, 
smocth and well controlled, and 
personality, registers considerably. 
Vocals range from “jive” to special 
arrangements of “Summertime” and 
“Besame Mucho.” 

Show concludes with Walton and 
O’Rourke in a group of realistic and 
vivid marionette characterizations 
which include a_ skeleton dance, 
dowager drunk, a Hawaiian dancer, 
a sepia piano player and singer. 
Dowager drunk is a standout. 

Room is doing overflow biz. 


Liuz. 
Three Deuces, N. Y. 
Roy Eldredge Sextet, Loumell 


Morgan Trio; minimum, $1.50, $2, 


Type of entertainment now being 
featured at the Three Deuces and a) 
couple of other spots on this street, 
indicates that 52nd Street is making | 


Enter- 
tainment on tap here is for the jazz 
enthusiasts and looks like a combi- 
nation that. will repeat the overflow 
business done when Art Tatum and 
Ben Webster outfits were podium | 
occupants here. 

Loumel Morgan Trio and Roy Eld- 
redge’s sextet comprise the sole en-| 
tertainment here. For the jivesters 
that seems to be sufficient. | 

Morgan's group is the later arri- | 
val here and although handicapped | 
by illness of his regular bass player 
| substitution by Slam Stewart who | 
|appeared here with the Tatum Trio | 
|is in keeping with the style of the | 
|rest of the outfit. Trio is paced by | 
Morgan’s brilliant keyboard work 
while guitarist, James “Ham” Jack- 
-_ and bass provide a strong rhyth- | 

mie background. Morgan’s col- | 

| leagues are also nifty soloists in their | 
own right, knowing how to jive up| 
a tune in an eloquent and technically | 
expert manner. 

Other crew here, the Roy Eldredge 
sextet with instrumentation of Eld- 
| redge’s trumpet, tenor and alto sax, 
piano, bass and drum, also consti- 
tutes a holiday for the hepsters. Eld- 


| redge 1s possible the mosi eloquent | 


Special Material 


LYRICS. ... MONOLOGUES 
COMEDY... -DRAMATIC 


For Stage—Cabaret—Radio 


DORA MAUGHAM 


1775 BROADWAY, NEW YORK 
COL. 5-8340 “com 1723 


of upper register trumpeters, work | 
in those reaches getting striking re- | 
sponse from the gathering, while | 
|sax and rhythm work make up a} 
| blend of masterful jazz. 

Outfit is uninhibited, small size 
of this room doesn’t deter them from 
giving out completely. Jose. 


Pastor’s Uptown 
i N. 
Pat Rooney, Steve Murray, Lee 


| Rogers, Althea, Allen Sisters, Guy 
| Martin Line (5); Ving Merlin’s Orch 


| This midtown edition of Tony Pas- 


‘tor’s Greenwich Village spot still 


Just Concluded 


WARFIELD THEATRE 
San Francisco 


and 


ORPHEUM THEATRE 
Oakland, Cal. 


Week of 


New York - Ch 


SAUL GRAUMAN’S 


REVUE 


ORPHEUM THEATRE, LOS ANGELES 


FREDERICK BROS. MUSIC CORP. 


Now Working in 
Universal Film 


@ “PARDON MY RHYTHM” 


Feb. 23rd 


Management 


icago - Hollywood 


| (7), Eugene Jelesnik Trio; minimum | 
$2.50. 


hasn't found a clicko floorshow form- 
ula. While the current ebb of nitery 
business in most spots indicates that 
a too lavish budget isn’t in order 
anywhere, Pastor's ntation of 
medium-priced talent shows that it 
has some idea of what it’s striving 
for and perhaps succeeding shows 
will provide a successful policy. 


Topping this bill is the veteran 
Pat Rooney, caught shortly before he 
became a groom. It may have been 
the elation over the coming event 
that caused him to do more than 
usual, but, at any rate, he gave quite 
an account of himself with his soft- 
shoe and tap work to get the hand of 
the evening. 

Other acts on the bill, while not on 
the forte side, make for fairish diver- 
tissement. Of the newcomers, Lee 
Rogers adds up as likely swoon fod- 
der with a good baritone and a mike- 
caressing manner. However, he must 
have been unduly influenced by com- 
ics lampooning crooners since his 
delivery results in a virtual serio- 
caricature of Sinatra. 

Others in the singing department 
are the Allen Sisters (2), in close 
harmony work. They do “Latin in 
Me” and “Can't Say No to a Soldier” 
for good results. 

Althea, with robust pipes, over- 
sells her numbers in a manner that 
hinders any chance of showing her 
individuality. A little more subtlety 
would help. 

Show is emceed by Steve Murray, 


'a hard worker during his comedy 


turn. Guy Martin line (5) does three 
decorative numbers to round out the 
bill. Jose. 


TED LEWIS TO PLAY 
N.Y. CAP IN MARCH 


Ted Lewis’ orchestra, whose last 
Broadway theatre date was at the 
Strand, switched to the Capitol for 
its next N. Y. theatre booking. Outfit 
is set for the Cap early in April, 
definite date still to be decided. 

Lewis has been at the Hurricane, 
N. Y. nitery, since last October. He 
leaves end of March in favor of Duke 
Ellington, who goes in on a repeat 
date. 


‘Ice Follies’ Builds To 


Strong $85,000, Mont’! 


Montreal, Feb. 15. 

“Tce Follies of 1944,” playing seven 
nights and two matinees at the 
9,600-seat Forum last week, at $3 top, 
grossed estimated smash $85,000. 

Built up to packed houses, with 
standees end of week, but no bet- 
ter than good at beginning. 


Washington’s Four After 
Hours Quaffing Clubs 


Washington, Feb. 15. 

Another new spot was added to 
Washington's after hours rendezvous 
when the Atlas club opened this 
week, Club is sponsored by news- 
papermen and sports figures. 

This gives downtown district four 
quaffing parlors, operating after the 
night clubs close. Others are the 
Spotlight, Lamplighter’s and the Pro- 
fessional club. Atlas club will em- 
ploy a professional piano player but 
no orchestra. 


Unit Review 


Gay Nighties 
(GOLDEN GATE, S. F.) 
Chaz Chase, Dave Barry, Charles 


Kraft, Gordon Clark, Gautier’s 
Bricklayers, Vic Hyde, Showmen, 
Line (6). 


Harry Howard's “Gay Nineties,” a 
follow-up of his other two revues, 
“Beachcombers” and “Pin Up Girls” 
is perhaps his best of the season. This 
unit has variety, talent and pace. It 
never sags and audience acceptance 
proves its entertainment value. Cos- 
| tuming and scenic effects are above 
| Howard’s other revues. 
| It’s difficult to pick the top spot 
|in the show, but Dave Barry, who 
| starts slow, finishes with the heaviest 

applause. Keeps his gags and his 
impersonations up-to-date and never 
| overdoes them. He maintains tempo 
of the show to nose out Vic Hyde, 
| the one-man band, who takes sec- 
ond spot. 

Chaz Chase would register better 
without his strip tease burlesque, His 
match tricks are well accepted, his 
strip isn’t. Charles Kraft seems mis- 
cast in a fast moving tab revue 
where only one tapper is carried. 
Dancing lacks the action needed to 
maintain the tempo of the produc- 
tion. The show gals are pretty and 
the Showmen do well on the vocals. 
Gautier’s Bricklayers, perhaps the 
best educated canine act on the stage 
today, is an insert act. As expected, 
'it literally stopped the show. 

“Gay Nighties” is good escapist en- 
tertainment. It’s all dressed up and 
should have plenty of places to go. 

Larry. 


MARCY McGUIRE SET 
FOR THEATRE TOUR: 


Vaude tour is being set up by the 
William Morris Agency for Marcy 
McGuire, juve singing comedienne, 
who last appeared in the Frank 
Sinatra film, “Higher and Higher” 
(RKO). 

After break-in dates at Providence 
and Worcester, Miss McGuire is set 
for the RKO, Boston, Feb. 24; 
Palace, Cleveland, March 3; Palace, 
Columbus, March 14 and Shubert, 
Cincinnati, March 17. 


Yellen Whipping Up New 
Nitery Routine for Soph 


Hollywood, Feb. 15. 

Jack Yellen is writing new mate- 
rial for Sophie Tucker, who is vaca- 
tioning here for a week after selling 
more than $125,000 in War Bonds 
during three weeks of entertaining 
in Las Vegas and Reno. 

New material will be used in her 
engagements at the Bowery, Detroit, 
starting Feb. 21, and at the Copaca- 
bana, New York, opening March 9. 
Booking calls for a 12-week repeat 
at Florentine Gardens, Hollywood, 
starting in July. 


Nitery Performer Held On 
Bum Check Rap in Detroit 


Detroit, Feb. 15. 

Charged by the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation with passing more than 
$700 in worthless checks on a recent 
western trip, Francis Flanders Wag- 
ner, nitery entertainer, was ar- 
raigned here before U. S. Commis- 
sioner J. Stanley Hurd last week. 
Unable to furnish a $2,000 bond he 
was ordered into custody for hear- 
ing on Feb, 22. 

Robert A. Guerin, head of the 
local FBI, said that Wagner opened 
an account in a Detroit bank last 
October but issued checks far in 
excess of his account on a western 
swing which brought complaints 
from San Francisco and Tucson, 
Ariz, 


Illuminating Fire 


Hartford, Feb. 15. 
John Harris, operator of Village 
Barn night club, temporarily closed | 
since Hotel Garde fire Christmas | 
eve, is in a peck of trouble. After 
the fire, which resulted in a $25,000 


loss, he was arrested for concealing | 
stolen goods when $300 worth of 
groceries, supposedly taken from a 
wholesale grocery house, was found 
in-the building. 


Now he’s been fined $1,000 and 
given e 60-day jail sentence for ex- 
ceeding OPA ceilings on rental of! 
rooms. In addition the Garde Hotel! 
Corp. was fined $10,000 and must 
make an effort to return $14,000 in 
over charges to guests. 


Saranac Lake 


By Happy Benway 
Saranac Lake, N. Y., Feb. 15. 


Margo Meredith reports that the | 
Will Rogers war bond drive went | 
over the top; the gang also sub- 
scribed 100% to the March of Dimes 
campaign. 

Sig Mealy and Walter Hoban 
upped fot meals and light exercise. 


Ben Schaffer back to bed with a 
relapse that may hold him there for 
some time. Gang sure misses his 
clowning. 

Kay Laus added to the staff of the 
Rogers We the Patients monthly 
mag, doing a column called The 
Serviceman. 

Esther Morrissette up from New 
York to visit Victor Gamba, who is 
now doing nicely. 

_., John Eaton, who has mastered and 

licked many operations, asking med- 
icos for permission te produce a 
one-act Shakespeare playlet for the 
Rogerites entertainment. 

Patrick (IATSE) Rogers floored 
with the flu while trying to rid him- 
self of arthritis. 


Write te those whe are ill. 


‘Ice-Capades’ Hypos 


Bond Sales, Takes 75Gs 
On New Haven Date 


New Haven, Feb. 15. 

“Ice-Capades” ran into some good 
and bad publicity during its 10-day 
stand at the Arena. The favorable 
breaks came as a result of a War 
Bond matinee (12), which netteg 
sales of $811,600. 

Unfavorable angle was an out. 
cropping of transportation difficul- 
ties which prevented the knockdown 
bomber finale, assembling of which 
is a feature of the show, from arriy. 
ing in time for the opening. First. 
nighters felt they were gypped. An. 
other angle that didn’t help was con- 
tributed by Erie Waite, featured 
comedy skater, who, together with 
his brother, became involved in a 
servicemen brawl that landed in 
news columns, 

Show drew comment as best edi- 
tion to date and in 12 performances 
played to approximately 40,000 peo- 
ple, for an estimated gross of $75,000, 


Billy Rose to Send Out 
‘Horseshoe Revue’ Unit 


Road engagement of Billy Rose’s 
“Diamond Horseshoe Revue,” a rep- 
lica of the show at Rose's New York 
nitery, opens in Boston April 13 at 
the RKO. 


Show, to be staged by John Mur- 
ray Anderson, will be sold at $8,500 
plus a split. Sum represents $1,000 
over price Rose was getting last year 
with a similar road preseniation. 


CAPPELLA :PATRICIA 
HELD OVER STH WEEK 


At the Exclusive 


CLOVER CLUB 


Hollywood, Cal. 
Just Finished Picture 


“MOON OVER 
LAS VEGAS” 


For Universal 


Now Doing 
“THE COWBOY AND THE 
SENORITA” 
For Republic 


For Immediate Lease 


LONG ISLAND 
BATHING BEACH | 


All Modern Facilities 


Beach Pavilion 
Salt Water Pool 
Large Beach 
Parking Facilities 
Refreshment Counter 
Fully Equipped Kitchen 


Situated on popular Hempstead 
Harbor, Tong Island, New York. 
200,000 pop. Within 15-mile radius. 


Capac. 1,000 persons a day. 
For Full Details and Illustrated 
Booklet, Write to Dept. K 


NASSAU-SUFFOLK B & M 
CORPORATION 


1565 Franklin Avenue 
Mineola, New York 


Cavalcade 


“THERE’S GOOD NEWS TONIGHT” 


“WILD” BILL AMES 


CURRENTLY ROXY THEATRE, N. Y. 
Opening VERSAILLES, N. Y.—Feb. 16 


Direction M.C.A. 
“YOUR GUESS IS AS GOOD AS MINE” 
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AGVA Nixes Cuffo Shows for Politicos; 
Acts to Be Paid Extra for ‘Club Dates 


Guild of Variety 
Artists is out to eliminate cuffo 
shows all over the country. Start 
was made last week in Los Angeles, 
where a performer was fined $500 
for a free show. Ban has been ex- 
tended to Boston. Matt Shelvey, 
AGVA national administrator, who 
visited the Hub last week together 
with Fred Nerret, national rep in 
that area, banned all free shows 
other than those okayed by Theatre 
Authority. 

Situation, according to Shelvey, 
has been especially rough in that 
area. He said that Hub politicos 
have been pressuring Boston agents 
and nitery owners to send down 
entire floorshows to their club af- 
fairs. Any agent or operator now 
sending shows will be obliged to 
pay club date salaries for those 
shindigs. Faflure to do so, accord- 
ing to Shelvey, will be punishable 
by placement on the unfair list. 

Shelvey put teeth into this edict 
by an agreement with the Teamsters 
Union there, which calls for stop- 
page of deliveries to any spot on the 
unfair list. In addition, both Shel- 
vey and Nerret appeared before the 
Central Labor Council of that town 
and got the cooperation of that out- 
fit. 


American 


Mulls Room, Board Dates 


Philadelphia, Feb, 15. 
AGVA last week issued a ukase 
forbidding its members from taking 
“room and board” jobs at summer 
resorts and country roadhouses un- 
less the r. and b. got the okay from 
the union, 


Ruling was made following com- 
plaints from thesps that they were 
forced to live in substandard rooms 
and eat unpalatable food in spots 
where bookings included room and 
board. 

Because acts were given room and 
board, actors received fees much 
lower than scale. This led to chisel- 
ing on accommodations, according to 
Dick Mayo, executive secretary of 
AGVA's Philly local. 

Unless living and eating accom- 
modations get the okay from AGVA, 


A NEW SINGING STAR 


JEAN TIGHE 


Dir.:—KENNETH LATER 


OVERSEAS WITH 
U.S.0. SHOWS 


GEORGE FREEMS 


NOW ENTERTAINING. 
THE HOYS IN SCOTLAND 


WILLIE SHORE 


AL BORDE 


performers must have the right to 
live and eat where they please with 
a resultant adjustment their 
salaries to take care of living ex- 
penses. 


Earl Carroll Sets 
Det. Vaude Revue 


Detroit, Feb. 15. 
Earl Carroll has leased the Wilson 


theatre here for vaude type of 
revues, starting April 10. Deal for 
house, which was under up-and- 


down management of Henry Duffy 
for more than a year, and recently 
has been operating under a four- 
walls rental policy, was concluded 
last week between Carroll and Al- 
fred G. Wilson, owner of the house. 
Idea is to operate nine shows weekly 
at $3.30 top. 


Under the present plan, Carroll 
wil] start rehearsals late in March 
and will work on a program of main- 
taining a regular line of 36 girls, 
with headliners changing every 
three weeks. Shows will carry the 
regular “Vanities” name. Miles In- 
galls will book out of New York. 


The house, dark after Duffy 
dropped his ventures, been 
lighted most of the season through a 
long run of “For Whom the Bell 
Tolls” (Par) and a surprisingly long 
stretch of “Maid of the Ozarks,” 
which concluded its run last Sun- 
day. Paul Williams, manager of the 
house, said that, starting Feb. 27, the 
Wilson would put in four weeks of 
vaudeville as fill-in until opening 
of “Vanities.” 


Young Elbow Benders 
Give College Town’s 
Cafes New Headaches 


Northampton, Mass., Feb. 15. 


Owners of local nightspots are 
jittery following the _ forthright 
warning this week from President 
Herbert J. Davis of Smith College 
|to his elbow bending undergrads. 
Police have usually been tolerant of 
collegiate hi-jinks, but the situation 


| college 
| the history of the college acknowl- 


Learn “HOW to READ and WRITE 
MUSIC’ within three months, Spare 


Send fer free booklet €B) 
system for HOME 


time study. 
describing our 
STUDY, 
FRANK MORSE, MUSIC 
440 W. 45th St.. New York 19, N. Y. 


has become so serious that a Smith! 
prexy for the first time in} 


edged that there was such a prob- 
lem as juvenile drinking. 

Speaking this week in the chapel; 
exercises at John M. Greene hall, | 
President Davis read from the 
Massachusetts statutes regarding the} 
sale of liquor to minors and their 
purchase of it and he remarked that | 
there were no amendments to re-! 
move Smith girls from its provis- 
ions. Davis made no appeal to police 
to see that the law was enforced, 
but the night spots are taking no 
chances and are redoubling their 
| precautions to see that drinkers are 
| of legal age lest police or Alcoholic 
Beverage Control men are on the 
job. While there always was drink- 
ing with Amherst and Mass. State 
college students, presence of air 
cadet students at both schools is be- 
lieved to have led to increase in 
drinking. 

Checkup on those 
led to a new flock of wisecracks. 
Girl who found a waiter unim- 
pressed with her declaration of age 
this week finally had to break him 
down with “Do I have to have 
wrinkles to get a glass of beer?” 


under 21 has 


Matt Shelvey on Tour | 
To Pact Agent Orgs. 


Matt Shelvey, national adminis- 
| trator of the American Guild of 
| Variety Artists, started a_ trip! 


through the east and midwest to | 
sign up agent organizations, Monday | 
(14). First stop is Buffalo to be| 
followed by Cleveland. Shelvey 
will be joined by Mortimer S. 
Rosenthal in that town today | 
(Wednesday ). Rosenthal was in|! 
Miami, lining up agents there. 
The duo will then visit Detroit, 
Chicago, Cincinnati and Pittsburgh | 
| before returning to their home base 
New York. 


| Shelvey and Rosenthal will at-, 
| tempt to get agent orgs to sign 


‘agreement similar to the pact ef-| 
‘fected with the Artists Representa- | 
‘tives Association here. 


toa 
Y. 


| ages for permanent injuries and for 


Midget Problem For 
Joe Scho’s Dinner 


There will be a dinner tonight 
(16) at Toots Shor’s eatery with 
Joe Schoenfeld (ex-"Variety”) sup- 
posed to be honored as a sort of 
celebration for joining the William 
Morris agency. Scho leaves for Hol- 
lywood Feb, 23 where he will head- 
quarter, handling the agency’s lit- 
erati dept. Ever since the affair was 
arranged little Joe, who brags he is 
as high as Joe Laurie, Jr., has been 
worrying over “what they will do 
to me” during the evening and be- 
yond. 

Principal problem of the commit- 
tee has not been solved. Planned 
to replace speakers on the dais with 
midgets, just to make Joe feel at 
home, but there is a midget short- 
age. Agents who traffic in that type 
of small persons explained that they 
are all working in plane plants, 
wedging themselves into parts of the 
fuselage that normal riveters cannot 
reach. 

For that type of work midgets are 
averaging $125 weekly, as against a 
high of $40 in circuses and such. 
This season's Ringling, Barnum & 
Bailey show will probably have 
none and clowns who use the tiny 
guys for stunts are already squawk- 
ing. 


63 Nabbed In 
Clean-Up Drive 
On Pitt. Cafes 


Pittsburgh, Feb. 15. 

The clean-up among bars and 
cafes here, which has been threat- 
ened for so long by State Liquor 
Control Board and city Department 
of Public Safety, stirred into action 
by military authorities, took place 
last weekend when enforcement of- 
ficers, 125 strong, raided more than 
a dozen establishments, arresting 63. 
Liquor board spokesmen said the 
raids, which he called “open inspec- 
tions,” climaxed a secret, daily in- 
spection for the last two weeks. 
Added that sufficient evidence had 
been obtained at each of the spots to 
warrant the owners being summoned 
for a hearing before the booze board. 

For some time now, military heads 
in this area have threatened to de- 
clare many local drinking spots “out 
of bounds” for service men if they 
were not cleaned up. 

Biggest raid was on the Calabrese 
Club, where 32 men were nabbed 
when police reportedly found them 
watching an obscene film. The club 
president, Rocco Vincenzo, and his 
bartender, 52, were arrested on 
charges of keeping a_ disorderly 
house. 

Other spots. where army men 
claim soldiers had been permitted to 
get drunk and where they were so- 
licited, were cited on such charges 
as unsanitary rinse water, etc., indi- 
cating that enforcement _ officials 
were determined to get suspected 
places before the Liquor Board on 
any charge. Only those customers 
obviously under the influence were 
arrested. 

The big downtown ni 
were untouched, 


J eanne Roguan ‘Asks 


Jury Trial in 4106 
Lisbon Crash Suit 


A jury trial was demanded by 
Jeanne Rognan, Los Angeles dancer, 
in connection with her actions for 
$410,000 damages against the Pan 
American Airways, Inc.. according 
notice filed on Friday (11) in 
federal court. Suit seeks dam- 


ght clubs 


the death of her husband and danc- 
ing partner, Roy, as result of the 
crashing of the Yankee Clipper near 
Lisbon, Portugal, in February, 1943. 
Act was known as Lorraine & Reg- 
nan. 

The dancer charges that the sea- 
plane was carelessly and improperly 
operated and a result of the crash, 
she will be prevented from resuming 
her professional career because of 
the injuries. The dancer wants 
$150,000, plus $250,000 tor the death 


'of her husband and $10,000 for loss 


of baggage. 
Spencer Back to N. Y. Cafe 
Kenneth Spencer, Negro. bass-bari- 
tone, returning from a concert tour, 


‘replaces Patsy Garrett at Cafe So- 


ciety Uptown. N. Y., Monday (21). 
It's a return date at the spot for 
Spencer. 


U.S. Nitery Ops Eye N.Y. Cafe Owners 
Guild Action on Withholding Tax 


¢ Action taken in New York by the 
| Cafe Owners Guild, a local outfit of 

nitery bonifaces, is expected to have 
/a national effect on the attempt by 
; nitery owners throughout the coun- 
| try to ease current withholding tax 
| provisions wherein employment of 
‘talent is concerned. 


AL BORDE 


PRESENTS 


Seif-Expose? 
Will Morrissey is writing his 
biography and those who have 
read the finished chapters say 
the story is highly amusing. He 
is thinking of calling it “The 
Ghost Didn't Walk.” 
“He should ought to know,’ | 
auoth an actor who worked in | The Gotham cafe operators have 
one of Morrissey’s shows. | requested the Treasury Dept. for a 
ruling on their application to lift the 
|} withholding-tax provisions, since 
4 | * | they claim that talent working their 
anfie d e | spots operate under conditions sim- 
ilar to those of performers in cir- 
cuit theatres. The original withhold- 
ee ;ing tax exemption, revealed some 
In N (’ Collision weeks ago, had generally been con- 
e e _sidered applicable only to the the- 
chains. 
Charlotte, N. C., Feb. 15. | The Treasury Department in a 
One killed, a girl had an arm 
la interim ruling handed down 
completely severed, and Sev eral per- | to circuit theatres would apply to all 
formers were seriously injured | acts Classed as independent contrac- 
when an automobile containing; ters. To get in under the ukase, 
members of a stage show unit ge of independent theatres of 
wrecked naar the | must make individual appli- 
State line last week. he unit was = 
en route to Valdosta, Ga., and then 
Salisbury, N. C., for theatre dates. Ad] D M Se 
Receiving the brunt of the tragedy | **% er, e arces t 
was the comedy team of Caufield ? 
and Oakley. Caufield was killed and For B Way Vaude Dates 
Miss Oakley lost an arm. Bill Ryan, Larry Adler and the De Marcos 
a trumpet player, had a leg and} gyre scheduled for Broadway v: 
several ribs broken, and Tookie} puns with Adler slated to go into 
ear and emcee, had five | the Capitol, March 2 to 9, at $3,000 
. | weekly, while the terp twain is down 
The unit was “Francita and Her | for the Roxy latter part of Moreh for 
All-Star Revue.” Francita; a dancer | $2.800. ; 
with some film experience, was in | Adler, who last week was rejected 
the car, but was not injured. The! by the Army, will follow the Capi- 
car, traveling in a fog at night, | tol stand with a date at the Palmer 
crashed into the back of a parked| House, Chicago. 
army truck. The injured persons! 
are in an army hospital. The unit | 
had just played an army date at 
Mobile and was making the next 
jump. 
‘WINTERLAND’ REVUE, 
ICE SHOW, MAPS TOUR 
New skating show, “Winterland 
Revue,” with portable equipment de- | 
signed for spots where there are no | 
rinks, is in rehearsal in New York ; 
and designed for midwestern terri- | 
tory. Mechanical end consists of two 
trucks and equipment devised sev- | 
eral years ago by Taylor Dodd, De- | 
troit skating enthusiast. Present ven- | 
ture has Ray Schulte, from the Coast. ae 
in charge. Skaters were recruited | : Ee 


from Sonja Henie’s “Hollywood Ice , 
Revue”, which closed at Madison BENN Y MEROFF 
Square Garden last week, and “Stars | IN WIS 
On Ice”, Center, N. Y. 
It takes considerable time to install “FUNZAFIRE”’ 
the Todd rink. In offering the equip- COMPANY 


ment for rent Todd asked $1,325 (FIFTH YEAR) 
weekly,splus 50c per mile traveled. 

One indicated hazard in touring the ® 

show is the weight of the trucks. 
which are so heavy that it is doubted 
whether a number of country bridges 
can support the vehicles, 


Now Playing 
GLENN’S RENDEZVOUS 


NEWPORT, KY. 


BOOKING 
AGENCY 


GENERAL EXECUTIVE OFFICES 
LOEW BUILDING ANNEX 
160 W. 46th $t., N.Y.C. BRyent 9-7800 
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Variety Bills 


WEEK OF FEBRUARY 18 


Numerals in connection with bills below indicate opening day of 
shew, whether full or split week. 


Loew 


NEW YORK CITY, Steve Evans 
Capitel (17) Pansy. The Horse 


T.ionel Hampton WASHINGTON 
Mills Bros 
Pops & Louie Capitol (13) 
Buck & Bubbles Rimacs 
State (17) Al Ferguson 
Louis Prima Ore G Ray Terrell 
Tru Worth Kathryn Grayson 
NEW YORK CITY Chicage (17) 
Paramount (17) Whitson Bros 
Johnny Long Orc Cookie Bowers 
Hazel Scott Robt Crumm 
Calgary Bros Phil Regan 
Alien & Kent MIAMI 
BUFFALO Olympia (17) 
Baffale (17) Rathborn Sis 
Jimmy Dorsey Bd Peter Chan 
Coley Worth Marcia | Patricia Morison 
Peg Leg Bates Cy Reeves 


CHICAGO Hibberd Byrd & L 


ALBANY 
Palace (11) 
Tommy Dorsey Orc 
Gene Krupa 
Paul Regan 


Grace McDonald 
(10) 


Andrews Sis 
Mitch Ayres Ore 


Sunnyside (18-26) | Gautier’s StUple’ch’se 
j 


Stanley Burns (Ted & Fle Vallet 
Paul Remes Aunt Jemima 
| Holmes & Jean HARTFORD 
The Ralstons State (18-20) 
(i to fill) Xavier Cugat Ore 
AKRON Wesson Bros 
Palace (18-21) NEWARK 
Duke Ellingten Ore Adams (17) 
Winnie Johnsen Charlie Spivak Ore 
Apus & Estrilita Ames & Arno 
Cook & Brown Wally Boag 
ALLENTOWN NORLOLK 


State (21-23) 
3 Reddingtons 


Center (17) 
Coleman Clark Co 


Julia Cummings Amy Arnel! 
Dodson's Monkeys Arthur & M Havel 
6 Grays Cliff Edwards 

| (17-19) Girls 

| Roy Smeck PATERSON 

‘West & Lexing Majestic (17-20) 

BALTIMORE Wallace’s Puppets 

Hippedrome (17) Windy Cook 
Virginia Weidler Fred Stritt 

Bobby Sherwood Or | 3 Hearts 

Nancy Healy (21-23) 


Keaton & Armfield 
Royal (17) 


Nino Ghezzi 
Lee Bartell 
Jim Luneceford Ore} The Ralsions 
Berry Bros 3 Wyse Gis 
State (17-19) 
Nino Ghegzi 
Alice Breese 
Myrtle, Paco Co 
(20-23) 
Emery 2 & 
3 Stanleys 


BOSTON © 


PHILADELPHIA 
Carman (17) 
Al & Connie Fanton 
Eleanor Bowers 
Morris & Ryan 
Dave Winnie 3 
PROVIDENCE 
Metropolitan (18-20) 


Claire 


Bradford Hetel (17) | Stubby Kay 

Collette Lyons Carl Freed 

Artie Dann Marcy McGuire 
Ber-Mar Pappy Howard 


| Daro & Corda Ted & Flo Vallet 


Jimmy Durante 
Mary Rave & Nal 
Karen Cooper 
larry Brooks 
Mildred Law 
Mann & Knott 
Los Andrini 
Samba Sirens 
Joel Herron Ore 
Frank Marti Ore 
Cea 
Dick Wilson Orch 
B Bizony 
Jack Dempery’s 
Chris Cross Orc 
Zeb Carver 
PD Baker Musicomics 
Horsesh 


CAMDEN SPRINGFIELD 
Towers (18-20) Court Sq. (17-19) 
Jean Dawn 4 Franks 
Palermo's Dogs Gene Doyle 
Julia Cummings Kim Loo Sis 


Joe Frisco 

Ha! Hickson 

Gaye Dixon 

Ted Smith 

Roy Rogers 

Gordon Andrewa O 
Ctub 51 


Frankie Hyers 
Pat Harrington 
Diane Fontaine 


| Peggy O'Neill 

{Marie McCall 

| Marcia Kent 
Clab 1-2-3 

Roger Stearns 

Myra Kingsiey 
Copacaba 


Rouge 


Enemble 


(Cafe Kouge) 
Charlie Spivak Ore 
Hote: Pierre 
(Cotillion Koom) 

Myrus 
Maye & Harger 
Forrest Goodenough 
Kitty Crawford 
Stanley Melba Ore 
(Cafe Pierre) 
Elien Mitchell 
Stanley Melba Ore 
Hetel Plaza 
(Persian Room) 
Bill & Cora Baird 
Celeste Holm 
L. Gomez & Beatrice 
Mark Monte Orc 


di} Bob Grant Ore 


Hotel Roaserelt 

Guy Lembardo Ore 

Walter Perner Ore 

Hotel Savoy Mara 
(Cafe Lounge) 

Clemente Ore 

Florinda 

Joseph Marvin Orc 

Hetel Sheraten 

(Satire Room) 

Duncan Sis 

Ber-mar 

Tino Valent} 

Pat Cameron 

Jerry Vanni 


oe | King Johnson Ore 


Vivien Fay 
Victoria 
Ross Sis 


Rane 
Hall 


Syivia Barry 
Harry Meehan 
James 
Four Rose Buds 
Will Quentmeyer 
Rosalie Grant 


B. Allison 


Banks 


Bobby Davis 
Frances 
Chin Wan 
Vin Travers Orch 
Jimmy Dwver's 
Elaine Vincent 
Marsha Fields 
Brock & Dean 
Virginia Fait 
Julia G 
Singing 
Chico 
Rolando 


rity 
Vaiters 


& Velero 


Sarita Herrera 

Alejandro Vilalta 

Juan Jose Saro 

Pilar Gomez 

Cuarteto Linio 
El 


orecco 


Henderson 


Hetel Moritz 
Dolores Del Carmen 
Ron Perry Ore 
Hotel St. Regis 
Carol Lynne 
Redy Richards 
Michael Ward 
Margaret Barry 
Eileen Thompson 
Sharlee Munster 
Edith Kandel 
Freddy Miller Ore 
Thesdora Brooks 
Lynn Gardner 
Rob Simone Orc 
Evan Jones Ore 
Hotel Taft 
Vincent Lopez Ore 
Hotel AValdort- 
Astoria 
Gracie Fields 
Leo Reisman Orc 
Mischa Borr Orc 
Hurrtcane 
Ted Lewis & Ore 
Reed Sisters 
Geraldine De Bois 
Paul White 
Teddy Hale 
Bebe Fox 
Charles Whittier 
June Edwards 


Jimmy Kelly’s 


3 Edwards Sis 


BOSTON 


‘| Glenda Hope 


RKO (17) 
H' wood Pin-Up Gis 
(16) 
Louis Prima Orc 
Bonnie Baker 


VAUDEVILLE THEATRES 


BOOKING THE NATION'S LEADING INDEPENDENT 


Jeanne Lynne 
Jo Ann Collier 
John Rockwood 


Terry Spike 
Renee 


Frank Gaby Mikired Truce 
4 Franks Romero 
CINCINNATI Carter & Ross 
Albee (17) NEW YORK BEVERLY HILLS, CAL. ay By 
PARAMOUNT BUILDING CALIFORNIA BANK BLDG. Kelly’s Stable 
Chester Dolphin Clark Monroe Ore 
Gil Maison Coleman Hawkins 
(10) Clarence Profit 8 
D’Artega Ore Eleanor Tieman Bus & Glen WASHINGTON Chauncey Grey Or | Dink Patterson 
Beatrice Kay Gene Baylos 3 Orantos Howard (17) Chiquito Orc 3illy Daniels 
Grace McDonald COLUMBUS EASTON Louis Jordan Ore Andre Bodo Miss Rhapsody 
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HERMANN LEOPOLDI AND HELEN 

MOESLEIN 
Piane and Songs 
18 Mins. 
Blackhawk Cafe, Chicago 

Five years ago Hermann Leopoldi 
was one of Vienna’s popular musical 
comedians. He now starts anew as a 
nitery team with Helen Moeslein, an 
attractive soprano, after appearing at 
Orchestra Hall, Chicago, last fall, 

Leopoldi, a roly-polyish man in his 
fifties, bubbles over with charm and 
personality. With piano accompani- 
ments by Leopoldi, duo does “The 
Interview,” based on a girl reporter's 
interview, with neither understand- 
ing the other; “The Little Cafe Down 
the Street,” a nostalgic Viennese 
number, sung by Miss Moeslein; a 
musical quiz by Leopoldi based on 
Russian tunes, and a “Holka Polka.” 
At a later show Miss Moeslein sang 
“Spring in My Heart,” and Leopoldi 
contributed two excellent musical 
novelties—“Czardas,” in which he 
gives an imitation of a gypsy band 
on the piano, and his version of a 
trip by Gershwin and Tschaikowsky 
to earth to observe modern music. 
Act is continental in manner and a 
distinct asset to night life for better 
spots. Morg. 


PATSY GARRETT 

Songs 

15 Mins. 

Cafe Seciety Uptewn, N. Y. 

Patsy Garrett is an alumna of 
Fred Waring’s troupe and is known 
as “The Chesterfield Girl” because 
of her long association with that 
program. This marks her nitery de- 
but although she has been around 
on radio and in vaudeville. She’s of 
a theatrical family, the daughter of 
Carl Mason and Freda Gwynne, 
standard blackface act of yesteryear, 
and bespeaks seasoning despite her 
youth. 

Somewhat on the chubby side, 
Miss Garrett scat-sings in the mod- 
ern rhythmic manner, doing faves 
such as “Exactly Like You,” “Melan- 
choly Baby,” “I Cried for You,” 
“Happiness is a Thing Calied Joe.” 
Backed by the crack Teddy Wilson 
band she gets plenty out of her 
numbers and should go places, espe- 
cially since she’s so advantageously 
showcased here. Abel. 


JEAN LESLIE 

Songs 

9 Mins. 

Casablanca, New York 


Jean Leslie attempts something dif- 
ferent for nitery song delivery, but 
unfortunately it doesn’t quite come 
off, chief fault being the lack of au- 
thority inherent in her singing voice. 
However, that’s something she should 
pick up with added experience, and 
by that time she should be an ace 
bet for smart rooms. 

Miss Leslie carries a portable mike, 
to permit movement on the floor. 
Starts off on “Beautiful Morning” 
interpolated with recitative passages. 
Lines are well written and have a 
slightly blue connotation. The proc- 
ess is repeated with “Is There a 
Latin in the House.” As performed, 
Miss Leslie de-emphasizes the me- 
lodic lines which seems essentially 
wrong in this instance, since she 
could do better with straight rendi- 
tions of these tunes. Jose. 


WALLY RAND 
Novelty 
12 Mins. 


There's sufficient freshness and 
novelty in Wally Rand’s turn to 
warrant bookings in any vauder and 
most niteries. He starts out with a 
hoke bit of magic that segues into 
the real thing and follows with bal- 
loon sculpturing. He gets some in- 
teresting shapes out of the toy blow- 
ups. 

In itself, these antics would mean 
little, but he keeps the audience in- 
terested and sells himself with an 
amiable line of chatter, personably 
delivered. 

He winds up with some eccentric 
terps. Donning oversize coat and 
derby, he prances around in a man- 
ner designed to give the illusion that 


he’s shrinking. It's all solid laugh 
material. Jose. 


CHARLOTTE MAYER and BURT 
HARGER 

Dances 

10 Mins. 


Cotillion Room, Hotel Pierre, N. Y. 

Dance team currently appearing in 
the Broadway musicomedy “Early 
to Bed” is making its supper club 
debut at the swank Pierre room 
with the combo Shaping up as sure- 


Ubangi Club Ginger D 
Viola Jefferson Gwen yas" 
Hot Cha Drew Joe Thomas 83 
Versailles Wivei 
Perry Como Bob Les 
Paul Remeos Carmen Montoya 
Ray Sinatra Orc Tommy Hayden 
Machite Bad Mile. Hildeen 
De Castro Sis Gertrude Hild 
Paulens 
ennie Cunningham a Hort Ore 
Jack Blair 
Mais & Hari Ethel Waters 
Village Barn Maurice Recco 
Dick Thomas Son & Sonny 
Red River Dave 3 Peppers 
Estelle Loring Harold Nicholas 
Tiny Clark Tops & Wilda 
Gerri Gale Sabby Lewis Orch 
Pop Rrownlee’s H Dusty Fletcher 
Vilinge Vanguard | Peewee Marquette 
Albinny Jones 


Hal Thomas Bd 


Acts 


fire for any nitery spot. Their rou. 
tines, ranging from the strictly class. 
ical terps to a jivey minuet with 
comedic overtones with additional 
numbers in the modern idiom to “St. 
Louis Blues” and “I Got Rhythm” 
comprise made-to-order routines for 
the more intimate nitery surround. 
ings, and as such they registered a 
strong click with the Cotillion clien. 
tele when caught. 

Miss Mayer, in particular, exhibits 
a grace and dancing style which, 
coupled with her looks and ability to 
show off a fetching gown, stamps 
her as a natural for the-classier east 
side spots while her partner is no 
mean asset on the more subdued 
ballroomology. Rose. 


DALE BELMONT 


Songs 
10 Mins. 
Casablanca, New York 


After completion of a lengthy run 
at the Versailles, this warm-voiced 
thrush appears to be heading for the 
tall coin, with sexy delivery, an au- 
thoritative set of pipes and the savvy 
of getting a tune across. 

Pipings are in the lush, and atten. 
tion arresting vein, with primary at- 
tention riveted on ballads. However, 
she should insert a rhythm tune upon 
occasion to add variety to her offer- 
ings. 

_At session caught, she delivered 
“For You,” “More Than You Know,” 
“I’ve Had That Feeling Before,” and 
encored with “My Heart Tells Me.” 
The assemblage was extremely at- 
.tentive and appreciative. Jose. 


Tommy Dorsey 


Continued from page 1 


production, theatre operation, music 
publishing, etc., would quibble with 
Dorsey’s chances of earning $4,000 or 
more than he finally did, is impos- 
sible to understand, if it’s true. 

Dorsey claims that from the begin-- 
ning of his week at the house every- 
thing was done to help him pyramid 
a big gross, but that on Wednesday 
(9), when it looked like he would 
reach $42,500, various hindrances 
were placed in his path. He asserts 
a newsreel was inserted in the show 
to lengthen it and restrict turnover; 
that on Thursday, with a long double 
line of patrons awaiting admission, 
only one ticket booth was open; that 
booths were not prompt in switching 
from afternoon prices (57c) to eve- 
ning prices (75c). He claims that 
these moves by the management left 
plenty of seats open each perform- 
ance, despite the fact patrons were 
awaiting admission. 

Earle officials finally got on to 
Dorsey’s stunt of buying tickets him- 
self through questioning a newsboy 
who didn’t look like he could afford 
the price of admission. This precipi- 
tated a bitter argument between the 


leader and the house, and it was 
heightened insofar as the house is 


concerned, it’s said, when some of the 
tickets Dorsey bought weren't used 
until the past Friday and Saturday 
(11-12), after Tony Pastor's band had 
opened. 

Dorsey points out that instead of 
reaching the 50-50 split mark, he fell 


$17,400 for his end of the week's 
gross. He claims that, had not the 
theatre deliberately held him down, 
he would have taken out at least 
$21,250. 


Must Mix 


Continued frem page 1 


provide that need, and work along 
that line is as important toward 
maintenance of morale as the actual 
playing of shows. 

Block said there’s a great demand 
for femme talent, particularly for 
these after show activities. In many 
spots recordings supply music and 
impromptu dances are held. At 
these times, a femme performer is 
lucky if she can dance two consecu- 
tive minutes without getting a cut- 
in. Miss Block, after a few sessions 
of this, became a proficient jitter- 
bug. 

Officers, he claimed, want this 
kind of mixing with the enlisted 
personnel, and not once on his tour 
did he find a single officer who 
asked that shows for the men be 
sloughed off so that officers would 
get the benefit of. performer mings- 
ling. A femme can't be monopolized 
by officers unless she wants to be, 
he said, refuting the charge by a re- 
turned act who said that officers 
prevented her from working before 
the troops. 

One of the marvels of the trip, ac- 
coriding to Block, was the repeated 
references to the job done by Al 
Jolson when he swung through 
these areas. He is still revered by 


troops who have seen him in action. 


~OUU short of it and wouna up wilh 
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Inside Stuff—Legit 
“Jacobowsky and the Colonel” was drawn from Franz Werfel’s own 
experiences as a refugee fleeing through France a jump ahead of the Nazi 
terror. This, according to S. N. Behrman, whose hand is plenty evident 


in the still-to-be-finished product, which, even so, is wowing Theatre Guild 
audiences at the Plymouth, Boston. 

According to Behrman, the character of Jacobowsky, the humorous and 
plucky little Polish Jew, who convoys the “15th century-minded” Polish 
colonel and his French lady to safety through fallen France, was a real 
character known to Werfel who actually did herd a group of terrified 
refugees all the way across France, foraged food, clothing and shelter for 
them while retaining, all the way, his great sense of humor. 


Behrman, hearing this story from Werfel (now on the Coast and ill of 
a heart attack) is quoted as saying, “It seems to me there's a play in that 
somewhere.” Werfel set to work on it, conceiving it from the beginning 
as a comedy, a sort of human comedy. The first revision was handled by 
Clifford Odets, who toned down the comedy and worked in more social 
significance. Behrman was called in, and current version is reported to 
be virtually all his. In any case, it is a comedy with a melodramatic 
windup (scheduled to be replaced by an entirely new third act), and, 
judging by reactions here, a comedy which will set Broadway on its ear, 
poth through the entertainment of its limes and the extraordinary per- 
formance of Oscar Karlweis as the refugee. 


Anne Sargent, starred in the road company of “Janie,” currently at the 
Lafayette theatre, Detroit, rounded out a cycle in her return to the auto- 
motive center. She made her first professional appearance while a high 
school girl by working for Henry Ford—as “Miss Mereury” in the Ford 
exhibit at the Chicago World’s Fair. The actress also revealed why she 
had changed her stage name of Helen Thomas back to a family name 
through romantic complications. Under her former stage name of Helen 
Thomas she was corresponding regularly with an Army flier now in 
Australia. When her mail suddenly stopped she was puzzled and, by 
checking up, found another actress named Helen Thomas, who was equally 
puzzled at suddenly getting mail from a flier in Australia. To prevent 
further male—and mail—trouble, the actress abandoned the overcrowded 
Helen Thomas field and went back to her name of Sargent. 


June Knight will return to Broadway in “Dream With Music,” which 
Richard Kollmar is readying, after an absence of 12 years. Her last pre- 
vious musical comedy appearance was in “Take a Chance,” produced late 
in 1932 by Laurence Schwab at the Apollo, then a 42nd street legiter. Cast 
also included Ethel Merman, Jack Haley and Sid Silvers. Show did very 
well until the bank holiday started in the spring of 1933. She went to 
Hollywood that year, later retired and recently has been divorced from a 
wealthy Texas oiiman. 

“Dream,” slated to start rehearsals next month, is dated to open in 
Boston April 10. Book is by Dorothy Kilgallen, N. Y. Journal-American 
columnist, who is Mrs. Kollmar in private life; Sidney Sheldon and Ben 
Roberts, score coming from Buck Warnick and Edward Eager. 


Some weeks ago treasurers in Shubert theatres on Broadway received 
letters from Ben Mallam, in charge of boxoffice staffs for the Shuberts. 


They were instrueted to read the instructions and signify that they un- | 


dersteed the contents by signing the letters and returning them to Mallam. 
Treasurers and ticketsellers’ outfit thereupon summoned 25 b.o. people 
who had complied and severely réprimanded them for not referring the 
matter to the union. Officials of the latter called on Mallam and told him 
the same thing, pointing out that the basic contract included agreed-upon 
rules which could not be changed by any individual in the Shubert office. 


Production outlay for “‘The Cherry Orchard” in which Eva Le Gallienne 
and Joseph Schildkraut are starring at the National, N. ¥., amounted to 
$48,000, unusually high for a straight play. Revival, which is drawing 
better grosses than originally estimated, is registering an operating profit 
ee can break even, or better, at $11,000. It has been topping 
$16,000, although it dipped under that mark last week. Engagement is 
expected to extend into May, and if not going to the road this season, will 
be toured with the original stars in the fall. 

Al Lee. back on Broadway managing shows, was with “South Pacific,” 
which had a brief career at the Cort this winter, and is now with Peep- 
show,” Fulton. For the latter, the Donahue & Coe agency devised a tack 
card depicting a fellow in a Benham tux but with a wolf's head, with 
snarling teeth. Copy included the legend of the play as being “The Saga 


(Continued on page 44) 


YOUMANS TO CLOSE 
REVUE IN BOSTON 


Sock ‘Porgy’ Biz 
At N. Y. City Center 
igs Kepeat Date’ Revue” represents an outlay of 


Biggest grosses at N. Y.’s City | $200,000 or more, is slated to close 
Center, former Mecca Temple, since in Boston Saturday (19) although it 
the city started booking legit shows | 
in the house, are being registered by 
“Porgy and Bess,” which got $23,000 
its first week there. Starting Sun- 
day (13) with two performances, the 
Gershwin operetta classic figures to 
top $27,000 this week. “Porgy” was 
slated for a two-week date but busi- 
hess is so strong that additional 
booking has olan mame tee it at the | immediately, with changes made al- 
Center. ,| most daily. It jumped to Toronto 

“Porgy” wilk play Newark next under the title of “Fiesta,” but that 
week, Center having previously ar- | label was dropped when reaching 
ranged for a week of operas, start- | Boston. 


ng Monday (21). Operetta will “ 
urn and continue until April 8, roa 
ROSE SKEDS HUDDLE 
ON ‘MONEY’ LEGITER 


bookings for the colored-cast musi- 
Script huddles within the 


Adelphi, N. ¥., soon. He stated that 
the attraction would be further re- 
vamped and is expected to relight in 
about four weeks, revue being al- 
most entirely devoted to ballet. 
Youmans opened the show in Bal- 
timore recently and ran into trouble 


cal having been cancelled. Origi- 
nally it was understood that the 
city’s theatre would have a fixed 
ticket seale of $1.65 top, because 
legit attractions there are repeats, 
but it was agreed with the “Porgy” 
Management to scale the house from 
$2.20 downward. It is expected that 
top will apply for other musicals if 
and when booked for the house. 
Long lines were in evidence at the 
City Center boxoffice from last 
Wednesday (9) on, after “Porgy” got 
off to a moderately good start, and 
Capacity was registered thereafter. 
All tickets are sold at the boxoffice, 
none being allotted the agencies on 
order of Mayor LaGuardia. Some 


Billy Rose will send “Money, 
Money, Money” into Broadway pro- 
duction. Comedy, by Nathaniel 
Curtis, is slated to be discussed 
within the next few weeks in New 
York. when Curtis comes in from 
the Coast to talk it over with both 
Rose and Bretaigne Windust, who's 
set to direct. 

Curtis is due to return to the 
Coast for the rewrite, which isn't 
expected to entail much of a job, 
and upon his return the play will 
be done in the spring. Final pro- 
duction details haven't been ironed 
out as yet. 

Roland Young has been reading 
the script and is reportedly inter- 
ested in playing the lead. 


Patrons of agencies were irate when 
unable to secure “Porgy” tickets and 
declared they would write the mayor 
Protesting against the exclusion of 
brokers and demanding to know 
why they were forced to stand in 
line in order to buy tickets, 


had been reported opening at the | 


next | 
few weeks will determine just when | 


| 


Radio’s Hypo to Legit 

In the Feb. 9 inssue of “Va- 
riety,” Helen Hayes, in the form 
of a letter, stated that since her 
recent appearance on the Phil- 


co-"Variety” “Hall of Fame” 
radio program, mail orders had 
tripled. 


An unusual feature of Miss 
Hayes’ letter was that neither 
the name of the play, in which 
she is starring, nor the theatre 
was mentioned. It is “Harriet,” 
now in its second season at the 
Henry Miller, N. Y. 


Mers., Grips Sull 
At Odds on Raise 


Managers and stagehands con- 
fabbed again in New York last week, 
but came no nearer to agreement on 
the union’s demands of increased 
pay, plus other changes the back- 
stage men seek to place in the new 
contract. Fact that if increases go in 
they will be retroactive to Feb. 1 is 
protection to the union, but that 
‘could not apply if more men go into 
crews for one-setters, which the 
managers determinedly decline to 
consider. That matter did not come 
up at the most recent huddle, but 
deckhands claim they have not 
shelved the idea. 

They are holding out for a 15% in- 
erease pay boost on the basis of the 
present wage scale, whereas the man- 
agers are not opposed to a boost if 
that percentage applies to the scale 
in force on Jan. 1, 1941. Stagehands 
got approximately 8% more last 
year, but say that shouldn’t count 
new. Union now also classifies the 
front operator and curtain man as 
key men, and asks for an inerease 
aside from the general tilt. They 
now get $4 per week more than grips 
and clearers, or 50c per show, man- 
agers being asked to up that wage $1 
per performance. 


‘Maid,’ the Whistle 
Kid, Goes on Make 
For Broadway House 


: It is possible that “Maid of the 
| Ozarks,” which has gained a rep for 
{backwoods dirt, will be shown on 
| Broadway. If so it will be an inde- 
{pendent booking, the Adelphi, re- 
cently vacated by Yiddish shows 
(Maurice Schwartz), being reported 
angling for the show, which is also 
described as “the hillbilly ‘Tobacco 
Road’.” It closed a Detroit engage- 
ment at the Wilsan Saturday (12), 
gross being estimated around $16,000 
for the week. Proposed Cleveland 
date late this month was cancelled 
after complaints were made to local 
showmen., 

“Maid” is being wildcatted in Ohio 

this week. It was supposed to play 
Toledo Friday and Saturday, but that 
local theatre, too, has cancelled the 
show. Jules Pfeiffer, part owner of 
~Séught a tayo next” week, 
| but Equity said salaries must be paid, 
|manager threatentng to close the 
troupe. 
Before it was permitted to go on 
|in Detroit “Maid” was revised and 
|a@ private performance given for the 
|} city censors. Show recently com- 
| pleted a run of 67 weeks at the 
|Great Northern, Chicago, that also 
| being independently booked. Since 
then there have been half a dozen 
cast changes. 

During the Chicago engagement 
souvenir booklets were sold for 
“Maid” in the theatre lobby. That 
“literature” principally consisted of 
eyebrow-raising pictures of the 
cast’s principals, in hillbilly cos- 
tumes as used in performance, the 
booklet being regarded as the raw- 
|est simee similar material used by 
Coast stocks was stopped by the 
police. Curiously enough the play is 
not actually risque. 

Undoubtedly a freak moneymaker, 
|“Maid”’ was first done in San Fran- 
cisco in 1941, billed presenters being 
H. E. and Charles Woolever. In Chi- 
eago the management switched to 
Pfeiffer, who operates the Great 
Northern, and Danny Goldberg. 


Nancy Kelly’s Pitt Maybe 


Pittsburgh, Feb. 15. 

Nancy Kelly’s bond-selling in 
Pittsburgh last weck may result in 
a guest-starring appearance for her 
at the Playhouse this spring. 

While attending a bond premiere 
of “Blind Alley” at the local com- 
munity theatre, Miss Kelly was ap- 
proached by Robert Gill, the Play- 
house director, about doing “Guest In 


the House” here in April. 


| Wilcox. 


N. Y.’s Commish Moss Gives Brokers 
The Giggles on New Yr.'s Eve Rap’ 


# New York License Commissioner 
Paul Moss may be hardly popular 
with Broadway's ticket brokers, but 
he unwittingly handed them a giggle 
last week. Strangely enough they 
laughed when he issued summonses 
to come down to his office to ex- 
plain overcharging. 

It seems that his checker-uppers 
visited exclusive clubs and noticed 
that, seemingly, more was obtained 
| for tickets than the law allows. In 
. each instance it was quickly dis- 
traction locally and theatre donated cerned that the tickets detailed were 
all facilities and staff for matinee, | for the night of Dec. 31, '43. Either 


Coast Legit’s Million 
Dollar War Bond Show 


Hollywood, Feb. 15. 

War Bond matinee today (Tues. 
at the El Capitan added $1,093,300 
to Uncle Sam’s Fourth War Loan 
campaign, house being a complete 
sellout for special show of Ken Mur- 
ray’s “Blackouts of 1944.” 

Stunt was the first for a legit at- 


with Murray and his cast also on} Moss or his men forgot, or did not 
for-free to help War Bond sales. know, that all legit prices were in- 
formance, which easily explained the 
excesses. However, brokers will 
- take their records to the license of- 
Recalls Prominence As | ce. uniess Moss is tipped off end 
ia - New York Athletic Club is known 
Author Pr oducer Acter to have been among the clubs 
BY JACK PULASKI checked, and agency people say 
Sudden death of Edgar Selwyn in | they are sure that is one spot where 
the passing of a formerly prominent | legal limit of premium. A _ well- 
Broadway producer, a top actor and| known broker is an officer of the 
author of legit hits. For the past 12! N.Y.A.C., where a small charge only 
years he has been with Metro in| “or accounting is made for tickets 
ducer. His last N. Y. managerial ac-| While brokers may not have te 
tivity was for that firm when he pre- ; 2Swer Moss’ queries, they are hav- 
sented “The Wookey” at the Plym-! ing plenty to do explaining to eus- 
outh, N. ¥., in the fall of 1941. It| tomers why they have no tickets 
soon after opening, mainly because | Week. Theatre Guild has started a 
of Pearl Harbor. Throughout the | New ticket idea, that of not alloting 
years he never had a contract with | 2ny tickets to the agencies every 
Metro, although getting a salary of | fifth week, all being sold directly at 
As a showman Selwyn’s outstand- | for “Okla- 
ing hit was Bayard Veiller’s “Within | and if 
The Law”, produced in association with a t mg ets are found 
with his brother, Arch, now also on om the te 
| be made to that ticket purveyor. 
came their associate. As an actor his ea 
best performances were the profane | Under the rules every thectre re 
Supposed to sell 25% of its tickets 
Mexican in “Arizona” and as a to the public but in th of 
French-Canadian guide of the north- P 
- : | disposed of that way, in light of the 
he dramatized from a Gilbert Parker welter of mail orders and continuous 
novel. He also appeared in other | jines at the boxoffice. Understood 
successes such as “Sherlock Holmes, that at no time have agencies gotten 
in his Own | sensational success, the number 
piay, neat : one request by visitors to New York. 
At the height of their theatrical! Moss received a violent protest 
activity the Selwyns operated the | from a would-be buyer of tickets for 
theatres on 42nd Street, all now be- | another musical standout. Man stood 
ing grind film spots, and the Selwyn! in the theatre lobby line. Just 
and Harris, Chicago. The Selwyns | ahead of him another fellow asked 
started as play brokers, then became | for, and received, seven tickets held 
they presented “Why Marry”, which | couldn't get any for himself. He 
won the first Pulitzer prize. Edgar | squawked loudly and wanted to 
Selwyn collaborated with Channing , know’ how come, not satisfied when 
Pollock in writing “The Crowded told that Moss had ordered the 
“Rolling Stones”, “Nearly Married”, | down the manager’s name, license 
“Anything Might Happen”, “Dear of the car used by Moss’s messenger 
Sir,” “Possession” and “The Mirage.”' and so forth. The angry fellow 
On the writing end he also au-/ then mounted a truck and drove 
Mothers”, “I'll Be Hanged Ef I Do”,! tell off Moss. 
“A Friend in Need”, “The Wall | 
Street Girl” and “The Rough Rider’s | 
Romance”. He was interested in SUES ] J]. SHUBERT FOR 
Pollock’s outstanding “The Fool” 
906 ON ‘DEFAMATION’ 


creased for the New Year’s eve per- 
Edgar Selwyn’s Death 

cancels the summonses. 
Beverly Hills Sunday (13) marked | members do not pay more than the 
Hollywood as an executive and pro- | Obtained from the agencies. 
was a costly war play that went off|for “Oklahoma” (St. James) this 
around $2,000 weekly. | the boxoffice or through mail orders. 
the Coast. Later Crosby Gaige be- verse side, no more allotments will 
west in “Pierre of The Plains”, which | “Oklahoma” considerably more are 
“The Mills cf the Gods” and “Strong- more than 60% of capacity for the 
Times Square, Apollo and Selwyn | “One Touch of Venus” (46th Street), 
producers, attracting attention when|in the commissioner’s name but 
Hour” and also wrote such plays as/ tickets in advance. Stranger took 
thored or collaborated on “Dancing | away, but made good his threat to 
which Arch produced, and the same 


author’s “The House Beautiful”, | ; 
which Gaige preduced. _ Washington, Feb. 15. 
Although “Within The Law” is, Suit asking $50,000 damages from 


estimated having netted a fortune, the Select Operating Corp. of New 
inclusive of the original show at the | York (Shuberts), producer of “The 
Eltinge and the multiple road com- | Student Prince,” which was pre- 
panies, and he was in on many suc-| Semted last week at the National 
cesses, it was necessary for Selwyn | theatre, was filed in District Court 
to keep working. He was saddled | Saturday (12) by Sharon Taylor, 19, 
with expenditures, not the least of | localite, through her mother, Mrs. 
which was alimony to two divorced | Ctace Taylor. ; 

wives, Margaret Mayo, a suecessful| Suit alleges that Miss Tayler was 
playwright on her own, and Ruth| 2 member of “Prince” cast and was 
The Selwyn brothers dis- | removed by J. J. Shubert. Latter 
solved in 1931. Te their credit also | #legedly made remarks which Miss 
were such hits as “Fair and| Taylor asserts amounted te defama- 
Warmer”, “Charlot’s Revue”, “Under | “On of character. 

Cover”, “Gentlemen Prefer Blondes”, | 


(Continued on page 44) 


Experimental Staging 
Of 1-Acters m N. Y. 


Three one-act plays will be shown 
‘i Sunday (20) afternoon at the former 
S. Leuis Asst. Mer. Labor Stage, N. Y., now called the 
St. Louis, Feb. 15. | Theatre Workshop. Program was ar- 

Watson Barratt, for the past five| Tanged by an Equity ‘committee for 
years art director for the Municipal| €xperimental purposes, similar show- 
Theatre Assn., which sponsors al| ings being intended for public li- 
fresco entertainment in the Forest| >raries. As libraries are closed 
Park playhouse, will double as as- | Sundays and not open at night be- 


Barratt to Double As 


sistant stage manager during the | cause of the fuel shortage, first show 
forthcoming season that tees off| Was switched to the Workshop. No 
June 1. | admission will be charged, audience 


Barratt will continue to design being by invitation. 
stage settings and supervise their; Playlets are “Ile,” “In The Zone,” 
construction and, additionally, will) both by Eugene O'Neill, and a eon- 
take charge of lighting, costuming | densed version of Kaufman and 
and some of the administrative de-| Hart’s “The Man Who Came to Din- 
tail. ner.” Terese Hayden is staging. 
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The “ ‘Times’ Regrets” 
Sunday (13) the New York “Times” 


carried a box on page one of its first | 


news section the opening sentence ot 
which declared, “The New 
‘Times’ regrets that in the past week 
it has been unable to accommodate 
364 columns of display advertising.” 


Somebody's wrong. 


the “Times” had carried a box which 
startea out, “A total of —— columns | 
ef display advertising has been 
emitted from this issue,” ete. 


We know something's wrong ‘cause 


we've been keeping track of these 
daily boxes. TY you add them up, ! 
Monday (7) to Saturday (12), six} 


davs, vou get a total of 1,368 columns 
the “Times” omitted last week. It, 
kind of makes a chump of that Sun- 
day (13) page one box figure of 364 
columns. Either that’s a typo, some- 
one’s addition is bad, or there’s a dif- 
ference of opinion over there as to 
what constitutes “display advertis- 
ing.” 

Anyway, these daily “Times” boxes 
are something. We've been scratch- 
ing the figures down on a pad daily 
since Jan. 3lst. From that Monday 


to Saturday, Feb. 5, another six | 
days, the “Times” announced the | 
omission of 1,213 columns. Which 


means that in the past two weeks 
(Jan. 31 te Feb. 12), excluding two 
Sundays, the “Times” in 12 days has 
held over 2,581 columns of whatever 
it chooses to call “display advertis- 
ing.” 

We wouldn’t know what this sums 
up to in money. But our guess is 
that there are about 300 lines to a 
“Times” column and the “display” 
rate on that might average anywhere 
from 50c to $1, or more, a line. Bet- 
ter newspapermen than we will come 
closer to hitting that one on the nose, 
At any line rate, however, this is 
positively known as watching the ads 
by. 

But the amount of business the! 
“Times” of necessity has been hold- 
ing out can, perhaps, be more fully | 
Srasped when it is known that during 
the first week of the month (Jan. 31- 
Feb. 5) four days showed omission of | 
over 225 columns each day. During 
the second week (Feb. 7-12) four | 
separate days also showed omission | 
in excess of 250 columns each day. | 
The peak day, Thursday, Feb. 10, | 

| 
| 


listed 304 columns forced out. 

So what does last Sunday's (13) 
box mean in placing the full week's | 
omitted total at only 364 columns? | 
According ° to its own figures, 
‘Times” topped that holdover total 
by 1,004 columns, 

But from here on in you keep yout 
own box score. Stranger, this is why 
sleeping potions were born. 

On Monday (14) the “Times” must 
have felt rather subdued about it aH. 
for it simply printed a meek, “The 


York | 


All week long, | 
On the first page of its second section, | 


parative 


the | Balkans for 


,a private room in New York’s swank 
| Medical Center, 

| Tregaskis’ previous “Guadalcanal 
| Diary” sold 140,000 copies plus 
360.000 via the Book-of-the-Month, 
' 300.000 in the 25e editien, and 100,000 
in the $1 edition. It will probably 
gross a million-copy sale on that all 
told. 

Having been in the combat zones 
both against the Japs and the Nazis, 
Tregaskis has some interesting com- 
the respective 

The Nips, he 


notes on 

methods. of fighting. 

thinks, are dumb. 
That “Schnozzle” Monicker 

Time in its Jan. 24 issue ran an 
excellent profile on Jimmy Durante, 
with a color picture of Sehnozzola on 
the front cover. Story represents 
considerable research, some of it 
done by the mag’s Hollywood office 
and while a number of details are 
accurately set forth it Was not men- 
tioned that Sime created the mon- 
icker of “Schnozzle” for his favorite 
comic. 

Time headquarters artfully dodged 
identifying the writer of the 
profile, saying it was “eight or nine 
guys” but it’s understood that Willis- 
ton Rich pounded out the yarn, which 
was inspired by Durante’s profes- 
sional comeback, while Sonia Big- 
man majored the research. 

Reader's Digest is reprinting it. 


Lolly’s Writer’s Cramp 

Louella Parsons autographed 1,100 
copies of her bock, “The Gay Illiter- 
ate,” for personal friends, et al. 
which may be a nev high for au- 
thorship signatures. 

The stunt was done by Doubleday- 
Doran mailing her the _ fiv-leaves, 
which she personally inscribed in 
Hollywood, and then they were 
bound into the book proper, and 
mailed out from the N. Y. h.q. of the 
publishers. 

10 A.M. “Teo Late” 

Judge Tom Meany of Jersey City 
wanted columnist Leonard Lyons to 
visit his court, where he was swear- 
ing in a body of newly naturalized 
citizens at 10 a.m. 

“I can’t stay up that late,” said 
the N. Y. Post's columnisi, who 
makes his nitery round until 5 a.m. 
and writes until 7:30 a.m. before 
going to sleep most of the day. 

Brock Quits N. Y. Times 

H. I. Brock, who covered the 
the N. Y. Times, re- 
| signed last week over differences of 
| opinion with the editor. Corre- 
,spondent champions the. cause of 
| Milkalovitch, whom the Nazis have 
been trying to capture for years, 


Shows in Rehearsal 


“Mrs, January and Mr, Ex” (“Plans 
for Tomorrow”)—Richard Myers. 
“4 Highland Fling’—George Ab- 


“Nathan the Wise” (revival)—Stu- 
dio Theatre. 


Arts, now assistant to USO-Camp 
Shows Inc., publicity head, Maxwell 
Fox. 

Gretta Palmer debunks 
Hollywood newspaper pieces and 
talk in a Liberty mag (Feb. 19 is- 
sue) piece titled “What's the Matter 
With Hollywood.” 

Halsey J. Munson, formerly with 
Harper Bros., now N. Y. editor Bobbs 
Merrill, succeeding Archibald Og- 
den, who becomes head of Council of 
Books in Wartime. 

Anitra Joyce is a poet and has an 
opus of verses out. Parents are Prof. 
and Mrs. Sheldon Glueck. They are 
Harvard’s well-known authorities on 
juvenile delinquency. 

Prof. Robert Gessner was guest 
speaker at the Writers’ Circle session 
Monday (14). His new tome, “Trea- 
son,” published by Scribners, hits the 
bookstalls next month. 

Charles Alfred Rawlings, South- 
west Pacific correspondent of the 
Satevepost, home to wed Nancy Pes- 
talozzi, of the Farrar & Rinehart edi- 
torial staff. His former wife was 
Marjorie Kinnan Rawlings, the 
novelist. 

Robert McCay Green, City Solici- 
tor of Philadelphia, resigned his post 
last week to take the job of assistant 
general manager of the Philadelphia 
Inquirer. Green is a member of the 
law firm of Bell. Murdoch, Paxson 
and Green, general counsel for the 
Inquirer. 

Helen Colton, mag and newspaper 
writer, awarded a Look mag scholar- 
ship to a special course at N. Y. U. 


in The Technique of the Picture 
Story. Author’s latest piece, “She 
Cries for a Living.” to appear in 


March Read mag, is about Madeline 
Lee, who does baby cries on the 
radio. 

Van H. Cartmell, associate editor 
of Doubleday and editor-in-chief of 
the Garden City Publishing Co., ap- 
pointed Doubleday,. Doran’s west 
coast editor. Cartmell plans to make 
two trips a year to the Coast. He 
leaves this week for San Francisco, 
and will go from there to Portland 


| while the daily leans towards Tito. 
Both are leaders of guerrilla bands | 
of fighters harrying the Nazis. 


New York ‘Times’ regrets that it is | 


unable to accommodate all of the 
advertising offered for insertion iu 
today’s issue.” 


New Yorker’s RD Nix 
While Reader's Digest pays extra- 
ordinarily well, the decision by 
Harold. Ross, editor of The New 
Yorker, to sever his relationship with 
the reprint monthly seems to be gen- 
erally satisfactory te the weekly's 
authors. Ross queried his contribu- 
tors as to their opinions on the 
schism, since the fees were so good, 
from the writers’ viewpoints, but 
many of the New Yorker's type- 
writer-bangers felt that RD was “too 
reactionary anyway” and so didu't 

care one way or the other. 


Ross’s statement was that Reader's | 
Digest had long since passed the re- | 


print or digest stage and was actu- 
ally competing with all 
bs buying original material 
printing it either without “reprint” 


connotation, or farming it out, gratis, | 


to one or another magazine and thus 
hanging a “reprinted from” line. 
Writers thus spotlighted by RD 
frequently took exception for one of 
several reasons, ranging from the 
manner in which their stuff had been 


cut or possibly pointed, to objections | 
to the general “anti-Administration’”’ | 


keynote of the DeWitt Wallace maga- 
zine. 


Tregaskis’ “Invasion Diary” 

Richard Tregaswis’ next book, “In- 
vasion Diary” (Random House), due 
in April, has some new chapters for 
a volume of this nature, in that it 
gives closeups on the Rome air raids, 
with its necessary precision bomb- 
ing in order not to hit churches, etc. 
There is also emphasis on behavior- 
ism on a hospital ship, and at base 
hospitals which, 
spoudent stresses, are comparable to 


Magazines | 
and | 


the INS corre- | 


CHATTER 
| Erika Mann writing novel on Lon- 
| don during the blitz. 

Gerald Johnsou «critical 
biog of Woodrow Wilson. 

F. Orlin Tremaine, editor, has gone 
freelance, writing detective yarns. 

Reader's Digest is reprinting 
|Time’s profile (and wotta profile!) on 
| Jimmy Durante. 

Mary Laswell has done a sequel to 
“Suds in Your Eye” with the same 
beery characters. 

Walt Colburn, western writer, re- 
turns from California to Tucson. Has 
a ranch near there. 

John Franchley, New York mag 
writer, assigned to interview person- 
alities in Hollywood. 

Lewrence Failing out of the Army 
with a medical discharge and already 
| at work on a new novel. 
Charles G. Norris and 


Kathleen 
| Norris due in N. Y. in April from 
| their home on the Coast. 

| Steve Fisher’s novelized version of 
| the screen play “Destination Tokyo,” 
| selected by the Literary Guild. 

Paul A, Porter, former newspaper 
and radio exec, is the new publicity 
| director of the Democratic National 
Committee. 

Kyle Crichton, Collier’s article 
editor and writer on matters the- 
atrical, has authored a novel, which 
Scribner will publish. 

Jim Tully resting after long illness 
at his Faraway Farms, near Tucson. 
World Pub. Co. reissuing his “The 
Bruiser,” fight game: novel. 

Jessyca Russell has sold a profile 
of Mary Martin, star of “One Touch 
of Venus,” to Read mag. It will ap- 
pear in May or June issue. 

Roger Butterfield’s story of “Al 
Schmidt—Marine” currently in film 
preparation at Warners, will be pub- 
lished in book form next month. 


' Cecil Lubell, former feature writer 


and Seattle. He will reach Los An- 
geles early in March. 


Edgar Selwyn 


Continued from page 43 
“The Circle” and “Strike” Up the 
Band”. 

Selwyn scored in Hollywood, too, 
producing soon after he joined Metro 
“The Sin of Madelon Claudet”, which 
won an Oscar for Helen Hayes. 
Other hit films he produced included 
“Men Must Fight’, “Turn Back The 
Clock”, “War Nurse”, “Possessed” 
and “Chained”. 

Surviving are Arch Selwyn, who is 
expected to accompany the body to 
New York for interment late this 
week; Mrs. Rae Goldsmith and Mrs. 
Anne Isaacs, sisters. Another broth- 
er, Mike Simon, who was long-time 
stage manager of Hammerstein’s Vic- 
toria, died some years ago. 

Lasky’s Eulogy 
Hollywood, Feb. 15. 

Body of Edgar Selwyn, who died 
here suddenly on Sunday, was 
placed aboard the Super Chief this 
afternoon (15) and will arrive in 
New York on the Century Friday 
(18) morning. 

At noon services here, held in the 
Mortuary Chapel, Jesse Lasky, a life- 
long friend, delivered the eulogy. 
Honorary pallbearers were L. B. 
Mayer, E. J. Mannix, Ben Thau, Jo6- 
seph M. Schenck, Edwin Knopf, Ar- 
thur Freed, D. A. Doran, Maurice 
Revenes, Ludwig Bemelmans, George 
Marshall, Ira Gershwin, Henry Gins- 
berg, Michael Arlen, John Beck, Jr., 
Martin Broomes, Jack Manuel, Dr. 
B. M. Kully, George Jessel, Major 
Sy Bartlett, Al Manheimer, Robert 
Sisk, Al Kaufman, Moss Hart, Sam- 
uel Goldwyn, Harry Cohn, Jack 
Potter, Preston Sturges, C. B. De 
Mille and Edmund Goulding. 


bott. 

“Bright Boy”’—Arthur J. Beck- 
hard. 

“Mrs. Kimball Presents” — Ted 
Gerken, Joe Chandler. 

Be Praised” — Alfred | 
Bloomingdale. | 
“Follow the Girls’—David J. Wol- 

per. 
“Right Next to Broadway”—Paul 
K. Paley. 


Tnside Stuff—Legit 


| (Continued from page 43) 


of a Wolf.” meaning a fellow of easy morals, especially with other 
Lee was subject to considerable kidding over the ad and 


' girl friends. 


ishrilly denied having modeled tor 1. 
cast and there was some confusion over telephone calls tor “Myr 


men's 


Canada Lee topped the “Pacific” 


Lee.” 


Al claims distant relationship to Gypsy Rose Lee, however. 


When “Janie” goes to the road from the Mansfield, N. Y., after another 
week, its first date out wil! be Washington. 


As the local law there pros 


hibits youngsters under 14 years of age, a girl midget is being sought to 


'to direct a Lilliputian. 


replace Claire Foley for the capital week. Mistress Foley plays the part 
of an amusing kid pest. It will be a new experience for Antoingjte Perry 


| Miss Perry became a grandmother last week when her daughter Mar. 


garet gave birth to a boy. 


“Life With Father” is in Washington for two weeks, during which time 


for Esquire, Coronet, and Apparel, four boys regularly in the cast are having a vacation, 


‘statute, lads past 14 are subbing. 


Sigmund Romberg’s concert tour, 
anti- | suecessful, the composer's net being reported around $60,000, not inclusive 
of the New York date at Carnegie Hall, which went to charity. 
arduous touring over a 16-week period, all being one-nighters with the 
exception of Detroit and Chicago, where the outfit played two days. 
There were 57 people in the Romberg orchestra, the operating cost be- 
Concert was $2.26 top, largest single performance gross 


ing $2,000 daily. 
approximating $8,500. 


regained his balance. 


agents. 


of show business. 


Because of the 


which recently ended, was highly 


It was 


Raymond Greenleaf (incorrectly referred to as Ralph)’, who plays the 
lead in “Decision,” Belasco, N. Y., was recently discharged from the Army, 
Actor is in his late 40's, but enlisted and was assigned to the Commissary 
Department, being ordered back to civilian life because of an infirmity, 
He occasionally loses sense of balance, a factor apparent Opening night 
of the show, when he fell off a chair during the performance, but quickly 


Campaign to save waste paper and cardboard may bring about a change 
in the tax regulations which stipulate that all used tickets of admission 
be burned up. Boxoffices are required to save all used tickets and dead- 
wood for periods up to one year, for the purposes of checking by federal 
Instructions then are that all tickets be consigned to the furnace, 
Many tons of such paper could be collected annually in the conservation 
effort, but to date no change in the rules has been received at theatres, 


The New York State Council of Protestant Churches, through its legis- 
lative committee, has endorsed the new Mahoney-Ehrlich bill providing 
for the uniform regulation of child employment (under 16) in all branches 
The Children’s Aid Society of Buffalo is another sup- 
porter. In the past opposition by Mayor Fiorello H. LaGuardia, New York, 
has brought a governor's veto of such legislation. 


Play on Broadway | 


Take It As It Comes 


Armin I. Robinson production of three- 
act faree (one scene) by E, . Morris. 
Staged by Anthony Brown; setting designed 
by Perry Watkins; opened at 48th Street, 


Pa -ATOOWT as 


N. Y., Feb. 10, '44; $5.30 top. 

Fiifreda Angela Jacols 
Mary Seller®. Marylyu Monk 
Anthony Tito Vuolo 
JOnKING. Girever Burges 
Andy Sellers Harry Pedersen 
Ch ‘ Police Curtix Cooksey 


....Avthur Griffin 


Mr, Souther 

White 
Wilbur Kenyon. Robert West 
Vincent David Lewis 
Radio Engineer..... Rawls 
hotographer...... Muttin Leonard 
PPOMLIMAN. George Spelvin 


A refugee producer, Armin L. Rob- 
| inson, was unfortunate in selecting 
the script for his maiden effort on 
Broadway. “Take It As It Comes,” 
“Phe Blivens”-and 
various other titles, will not do. 
First act is somewhat amusing and 
is punctuated with what seems to be 
authentic tommygun shots, but there- 
after the performance retrogresses. 
Story is said to be based on fact, but 
in performance it appears to be 
phony. Half a million bucks of 
gangster money is cached in the 
home of a Jersey school principal by 
his boyseout son at the request of 
their Italian neighbor, soon 
afterwards the respectable Bliven 
family becomes a bunch of connivers 
as to how they will use the coin. 


Albert Bliven has two daughters, 
one married to an enterprising at- 
torney and the other in love with a 
lad who isn’t fancied by the parents. 
Tony Pasquale, the fellow who lived 
next door, asks boyscout Bliven to 
hide a package, it supposedly being 
a birthday present for Mrs. Pasquale. 
Pop Bliven has won a “fireside com- 
panion” essay contest on home life 
and is being introduced by remote 
control radio, pompous Dr. Wither- 
spoon being m.c., when a sputtering, 
offstage machine gun signifies the ex- 
tinction of Tony, who evidently was 
holding out on the niob, 


When ‘the radio people exit, the 
package is opened and the fortune is’ 
disclosed before avaricious eyes. It 
is secreted in a trunk in the cellar. 
Comes discord. Papa and son-in-law 
argue over splitting the money 50-50. 
and plans for homes in Florida and 
such are mentioned. 

While the arguments go. on, the 
kid rummaging around in the cellar 
forces open the trunk, finds the boodle 
and takes it to the police station. The 
letdown after the family buildup 
comes when the police chief enters 
to congratulate Bliven for his con- 
duct as a model citizen in turning 
in the money. But the family is sus- 
picious when that worthy reveals 
there was about half the original 
amount is in hands of the cops, par- 


ticularly so when he announces his 
retirement from the force. 

However, it develops that the 
younger daughter had a key to the 
trunk and, having helped herself, 
exits with the boy she loves, they 
having been secretly wed. Anyhow, 
peace returns to the household, Bliv- 
ens to become mayor in return for 
his “good deed,” and son-in-law is 
to be the town’s new prosecutor. 
Local politics in the story is no more 
amusing than the events disclosed. 

In essence the play is largely con- 
cerned with family bickerings, mak- 
ing for a mirthless comedy. Players 
include Frank Wilcox, Tito Vuolo, 
Curtis Cooksey, John Souther, Ar- 
thur Griffin, Harold Moulton and 
Harry Pedersen, but they cannot get 
more out of script than what was 
written into it. Billed dramatist 1s 
a pen name, author reportedly being 
Morris Ebbenstein, well-known attor- 
ney in Warners’ New York office. 


Play Out of Town 


J 
Sleep It Off 
San Francisco, Feb. 11. 
B.M.Y. production of comedy by Lyford 
Moore and Harlan Thompson, Stars Ann 
Corio. Directed by Ralph Murphy Set- 
tings, Phil Raignel. Reviewed at Geary s 
San Francisco, Melb, 11, "44. 
Cast: Ann Corio, Ben Welden, Stanley 
Brown, Charlle Smith, William Hudson, 
win Mills. bred Kohler, Leandei de 


Cordova, P. J. Welly, William Joy, Janay 
Caron, Betsy Floward, Robert MeCuitchin, 
Evelynne Eaton, Kay Tiammond, Warren 


Mills and Michael Jeffery. 


“Sleep It Off” apparently is a high- 
school-calibred farce that fell into 
the gutter—and stayed there. About 
the sole reason for better than two 
hours of drivel ,;which has been ad- 
vertised as “Sleep It Off with Ann 
Corio” (yes, even the comma is de- 
leted), is to get to Miss Corio’s strip- 
tease. The audience watched that, 
applauded some, and was satisfled— 
seemingly satisfied to go home and 
sleep it off. All that sustains the 
show is the likelihood that the 
stripper will eventually strip. If she 
doesn't, the show might as well close 
after the first act. Actually, this 
show doesn’t seem to have much of & 
chance in its present form. 


The basic idea of the show, what 
there is of it, is that a bubble dancer 
of rather loose morals is hired by & 
midwestern college to zip up the an- 
nual show for the sole benefit of au 
alumnus who apparently likes ‘em 
hot. Quite accidentally she comes 
under the influence of a ne er-do- 
well student who has been kickea 
out of school (Stanley Brown). Miss 
Corio does a few twists of “Salome 
from time to time when told to 
dance; she makes a little torrid love 
at times and offers rather startling 
assistance when “rape” threatens her. 
Miss Corio tries hard with a diffi- 
cult role and has some pleasing m0- 
ments. There are lots of characters. 
flitting back and forth on the stage 


none of whom has much to do. 
Larry. 
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Chi Holds Its Own Despite Storm; 
Family’ $9,600, ‘Honeymoon’ $8,000 


4 


Chicago, Feb. 15. 
spite a near-blizzard and_ sub- 
wae weather that set in the latter 
part of the week, most attractions 
managed to hold their own last week. 

“Sons o’ Fun” continues as the 
town’s leader, chalking up estimated 
$39.000 in the mammoth _3,600-seat 
Civic Opera house, and “Oklahoma” 
js still a sellout at $30,000 at. the Er- 
Janger. Studebaker, dark since de- 
parture of Gilbert & Sullivan com- 
pany, relights Feb. 21 with “The Pa- 
triots.” 

Estimates for Last Week 

“Good Night Ladies,” Blackstone 
(96th week) (1,200; $2.75). Steady at 
$13,500. 

“Kiss and Tell,” Harris (40th week) 
(1.000; $2.75). Off $1,000 to a good 
$16,000. 

“Oklahoma,” Erlanger (13th week) 
(1,400; $3.85). Sellout $30,000. 

“3 Is a Family,” Civic (13th week) 
(900; $2.75). Holds at good $9,600 in 
spite of weather. 

“Sons o’ Fun,” Civic Opera House 
(6th week) (3,600; $3.30). Still on top 
of heap with $39,000, drop of $1,000 
from previous week. 

“Tomorrow the World,” 
(144th week) (1,000; $2.75). 
well at $14,500. 

“Unexpected Honeymoon,” Great 
Northern (12th week) (1,400; $2.75). 
Dropped to $8,000 in spite of two- 
for-ones. 


‘Abie’ Neat 186, 
Philly; Boys’ 296 


Philadelphia, Feb. 15. 

For the first time this season Phila- 
delphia only had two legit houses 
open last week, but that wasn’t be- 
cause of any slack in local public’s 
newly-aroused interest in stage offer- 
ings but because of mysterious re- 
moval of “Doughgirls” from Walnut 
week ago when it was still hittigg a 
hot pace. 

Pair of legiters on the boards last 
week both did very well. “Some- 
thing for the Boys,” in its fifth and 
final week at the Forrest, rolled up 
a sturdy $29,000, and “Abie’s Irish 
Rose.” in the first week of an in- 
definite engagement at the Locust, 
got off to a good start, which indi- 
cates it will be able to accomplish 
tie six weeks figured for it. With 
$2.28 top, first stanza’s figure was 
$18,000. 

Two openings last night (14th) 
were “Jacobowsky and the Colonel” 
(reported smash hit in Boston and 
having a big advance here), which 
bowed at the Walnut for two weeks 
as the fourth subscription offering 
of the American Theatre Society this 
season. “Student Prince” came into 
the Forrest for a run definitely lim- 
ited to two weeks. 


‘BLITHE SPIRIT’ WOW 
$23,500 IN FRISCO 


San Francisco, Feb. 15. 

For the first time in 7 i 
year the Curran, with “Blithe Spirit,” 
placed chairs in the aisles, at $2.75 
top, and hung out the SRO sign at 
more than $23,500. 

At the companion theatre, the 
Geary, Ann. Corio’s “Sleep It Off,” 
which opened to a good first night, 
only to slip to half capacity, is fever- 
ishly rewriting and rehearsing in ef- 
forts to iron out the kinks. Did esti- 
mated $9,500, poor, last week. 


Golden Rehearsals On 
‘Bella’ in 3 Weeks 


John Golden expects to start re- 
hearsing “My Dear Bella” in three 
weeks for Broadway production. 


Arthur Kober has rewritten the 
second act and is expected to wind 
up his sequel to “Having Wonder- 
ful Tire” in a fortnight. Charles 
Friedman will stage. 


WB Signs Mary Grant 


Mary Grant, who designed the cos- 
tumes for “Mexican Hayride,” Win- 
ter Garden, N. Y., has been placed 
under contract by Warners, and will 
80 to Hollywood soon. 

She was formerly assistant to 
Raoul Pene du Bois, and was recog- 
nized in billing for the first time 
when “Hayride” opened. 


Selwyn 
Doing 


“Patriots” $7,500, Indpls. 

P Indianapolis, Feb. 15. 

‘The Patriots” ran inte the winter’s 
first real blizzard, putting a complete 
Stopper on out-of-town trade, but 
still rang up a satisfactory $7,500 in 
four performances at the English 
(1,500) Feb. 10-11-12, at $2.75 top. 


‘BLOSSOM TIME’ SOCK 
3036 IN SPLIT WEEK 


auditoriums in southern 
and midwestern one-nighters, the 
number two “Blossom Time” con- 
tinued its ver par tour last week. 
Operetta, first produced 23 years ago, 
was quoted getting $30,500 on split- 
week stands in Louisville, Dayton, 
Evansville, Ind., Nashville, Knoxville, 
Chattanooga and Birmingham. 

Al Butler, agent for the show, 
leaves soon to rejoin the Ringling, 
Barnum & Bailey circus staff. 


Current Road Shows 


(Feb. 16-26) 


“Abie’s Irish Rose” (1st Co.)—Lo- 
cust Street, Philadelphia (16-26). 

“Abie’s Irish Rose” (2d Co.)—Be- 
lasco, Los Angeles (16-26). 


“Arsenic and Old Lace” (2d Co.)— 
Auditorium, Augusta (16); Audi., Co- 
lumbia, S. C. (17); Carolina, Char- 
lotte (18); Audi., Asheville, N. C. 
(19); Carolina, Greenville, S. C. (21); 
National, Greensboro (22); State, Ra- 
leigh (23); Carolina, Durham (24); 
State, Winston-Salem (25); Academy 
of Music, Roanoke, Va. (26). 


“Ballet Russe’—Royal Alexandra, 
Toronto (23-26). 


“Blackouts of 1944” (vaude)—El 
Capitan, Hollywood (16-26). 


“Blithe Spirit”—Curran, San Fran- 
cisco (16-26). 


“Blossom Time” (ist Co.)—Bilt- 
more, Los Angeles (20-26). 


“Blossom Time” (2d Co.)—Munic- 
ipal Auditorium, New Orleans (16); 
Municipal Aud., Shreveport (17); 
City Audi., Jackson, Miss. (18); Audi- 
torium, Memphis (19); Robinson 
Memorial Audi., Little Rock (21); 
Memorial Audi., Oklahoma City (22); 
Convention Hall, Enid, Okla. (23); 
City Auditorium, Ponca City, Okla. 
(24); Convention Hall, Tulsa (25-26). 

“Corn Is Green”’—Biltmore, Los 
Angeles (16-19); Lobero, Santa Bar- 
bara (21); Civic Auditorium, Pasa- 
dena (22); Russ Auditorium, San Di- 
ego (23-24). 

“Doughgirls’ (2d Co.)—Cass, De- 
troit (20-26). 

“Gay Nineties Revue”—Symphony 
Hall, Boston (19); Auditorium, Wor- 
cester (20); Academy of Music, Ro- 
anoke, Va. (21); Auditorium, Dan- 
ville, Va. (23); Armory Auditorium, 
Charlotte (24); Armory Audi., Ash- 
ville, N. C. (25); National, Greens- 
boro, N. C. (26). 

“Good Night, Ladies”—Blackstone, 
Chicago (16-26) 


“Ice Follies of 1944”—Boston Gar- 
den, Boston (16-26). : 


“Jacobowski and the Colonel”— 
Walnut, Philadelphia (20-26). 

“Janie”—Shubert Lafayette, 
troit (16-26). 

“Junior Miss”—Paramount, Austin 
(16); Texas, San Antonio (17); Music 
Hall, Houston (18); City Auditorium, 
Beaumont (19); Municipal Audi., 
New Orleans (21-22); Robinson Me- 
morial Audi., Little Rock (24); Audi- 
torium, Memphis, Tenn. (25-26). 

“Kiss and Tell” (2d Co.)—Harris, 
Chicago (16-26). 

“Kiss and Tell” (3d Co.)—Metro- 
politan, Seattle (20-26). 

“Kiss and Tell” (4th Co.)—Hanna, 
Cleveland (16-26). 

“Life With Father” (2d Co.)—Na- 
tional, Washington (16-26). 

“Mrs. Kimball Presents”—Ford’s, 
Baltimore (20-26). 

“Oklahoma” (2d Co.)—Erlanger, 
Chicago (16-26). 

“Patriots” — Davidson, Milwaukee 
(16-19); Studebaker, Chicago (20-26). 

“Plans for Tomorrow”—The Play- 
house, Wilmington, Delaware (25-26). 

“Porgy and Bess”’—Mosque, New- 
ark (20-26). 

“Resalinda”—Shubert, Boston (16- 
26). 

San Carlo Opera Company—Tem- 
ple, Tacoma, Wash. (21-22). 

“Something fer the Boys”—Ford’s, 
Baltimore (16-19); Nixon, Pittsburgh 
(20-26). 

“Sons o’ Fun”—Civic Opera House, 
Chicago (16-26). 

“Student Prince”—Forrest, Phila- 
delphia (20-26). 

“Thank You, Svebeda”—Plymouth, 
Boston (16-26). 

“Tobacco Read”—English, India- 
napolis (20 and 22-26). 

“Tomorrow the World” (2d Co.)— 
Selwyn, Chicago (16-26). 

“Tropical Revue”—Nixon, Pitts- 
burgh (16-19); American, St. Louis 
(20-26). 


Playin 


De- 


‘DOUGHGIRLS’ POTENT 
$20,000 IN DETROIT 


Detroit. Feb. 15. 

“The Doughgirls” is doing some 
nifty gold-digging at the Cass here 
where, in the first week at a $2.75 
top, the comedy tucked in nearly 
$20,000. Show is set for another two 
weeks at the house with the No. 2 
company getting a good advance on 
strong press notices. 

In its second week at the Lafayette, 
“Janie” continued at a good clip with 
$7,900 at the $1.65 top. 


Rosalinda’ Fine 
$23,500 in Boston 


Boston, Feb. 15. 

While a medium-sized blizzard 
knocked off street biz along the rialto 
over the weekend, both “Jacobowsky 
and the Colonel,” plus “Rosalinda,” 
went nearly clean, so levels re- 
mained pretty high for both shows. 
“Vincent Youmans’ Ballet Revue,” 
first week at the Opera House, caught 
middling notices and never made a 
bid. “Family Carnovsky,” Yiddish 
Art Theatre drama, did all right on 
second week until hit by storm. 

“Thank You Svoboda” opens Thurs- 
day night (17) at the Plymouth; “A 
Highland Fling” follows at the Wil- 
bur on the 28th; “Janie” same night 
at the Colonial. Salmaggi Opera Co. 
comes back for seven performances 
at the Opera House beginning Wash- 
ington’s Birthday, and the Ballet 
Russe de Monte Carlo follows on 
March 7. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Ballet Revue, Opera House (3,500; 
$2.75). Tagged by middling notices 
and N.S.H. at estimated $10,500; 
weather a factor in slow biz. Final 
week current, future plans vague at 
the moment. 

“Family Carnovsky,” Copley (1,200; 
$2.75). Second week mild $7,000 esti- 
mated; Fri. and Sat. biz off due to 
storm. House now dark. 

“Jacobowsky and the Colonel,” 
Plymouth (1,424: $2.75). Guild show 
all but sold out for entire run; about 
$15,000 figuring Guild subscription 
list. “Thank You Svoboda” opens 
here Thurs. (17). 

“Rosalinda,” Shubert (1,500; $3:30; 
$3.85 Sats.). Still clocking near-top 
grosses; slight dip due to weather on 
third stanza; $23,500 estimated. Three 
more weeks here sure. 


BLONDELL-‘BOYS’ SRO 
BEFORE BALTO DATE 


Baltimore, Feb. 15. 

One of the best grosses ever 
chalked up by a show in this town 
is expected to result by the end of 
this week with Joan Blondell (taking 
over for Ethel Merman) in “Some- 
thing for the Boys,” which opened 
tonight (Tuesday) at Ford’s. Week’s 
engagemert was reportedly sold out 
day boxoffice opened, prior to show 
reaching town. Business is all the 
more surprising since the-screen star 
was here earlier in the season in 
“The Naked Genius,” another Todd 
production, which roundly 
panned. 

Rousing season of legit here proved 
itself again last week when fifth visit 
of “Life With Father’ drew smash 
$19,490 at Ford’s. Return to original 
scene of preems, and subsequent 
return dates of all three companies 
essaying Lindsay-Crouse opus didn’t 
phase matters a bit with latest take 
the biggest gross yet. 


‘Abie’ $9,800, ‘Sweet’ 
136, L. A. Legit Booming 


Los Angeles, Feb. 15. 

Legit is paying off locally this 
week, giving Los Angeles its busiest 
legitimate activity in some months, | 
with all houses lighted. “The Corn 
Is Green”.came back to the Bilt- 
more last night (14) for one week, 
and “Blossom Time” follows for two 
weeks next Monday (21). “Abie’s | 
Irish Rose” is building at the Belasco 
with $11,500 estimate for second 
week after $9,800 the first stanza. 

“Sweet ‘n’ Hot” at the Mayan is| 
adding a pit band after trying four | 
pianos first few weeks. Show caught | 
$13,000 second week and has $11,500 
coming up this week. El Capitan’s 
“Blackouts of 1944” rolls along into 
its 86th week with likely $14,500 
after the same on the 85th. “Yours 
for Fun” got $10,560 at the Music 
Box on the 15th week and should ap- 
proximate same figure this week. 
“New Meet the People” continues 
steady at the Assistance League with 
$3,000 in sight on the 29th stanza. 
“Insults of °’44” at the Playtime, 
clocked another $4,000 for its third 
week. 


Dunham 9G, New Haven 
New Haven, Feb. 15. 
Katherine Dunham’s “Tropical 
Revue” scorched its way to a healthy 
(approximate) $9,000 on four shows 
y top at Shubert last weekend 
(10- 


Declines on Broadway were ac- 
companied by reports of a rush to 
file federal income tax returns, al- 
though the deadline is mid-March. 
Drep in gross generally amounted to 
$500 for straight plays, with musicals 
being affected to greater degree. 
First severe snowstorm of season 
Friday (11) was another factor, and 
few tickets were sold at boxoffices 
after 7:30 that day. 

Repeat of “Porgy and Bess” proved 
much better than expected: it drew 
strongly at $2.20 top. “Cherry Or- 
chard” was better than originally 
estimated. “Mexican Hayride,” “Car- 
men Jones,” “Winged Victory,” “One 
Touch of Venus,” “Follies” and, of 
course, “Oklahoma,” continue to top 
the field, but there are many other 
winners. ‘ 


Estimates for Last Week 
Keys: C (Comedy), D (Drama), 
CD (Comedy-Drama), R (Revue), 
M (Musical), O (Operetta). 


“A Connecticut Yankee,” Beck 
(13th week) (M-1,214: $4.40). Went 
off further prior to storm, gross ap- 
proximating $18.000: started Sunday 
performances, which should hypo 
pace. 

“Angel Street.” Golden (114th 
week) (D-789: $3.30). Continues 
profitably; eased off last week, but 
quite satisfactory, as gross ap- 
proached $10,000. 

“Arsenic and Old Lace.” Hudson 
(162d week) (CD-1,094; $3.30). Sun- 
days have helped long-run laugh 
show; held its pace until Friday, 
when storm dented attendance: 
around $11,500, okay. 

“Carmen Jones,” Broadway (11th 
week) (O-1,900; $4.40). Except mid- 
week matinee, when big house does 
not sell out, heavy attendance the 
rule, though count was under pre- 
vious week; $43,500. 

“Decision,” Belasco (2d week) (D- 
1,097; $3.30). Going for extra-space 


$9,500, which indicates fair chance. 

“Early to Bed,” Broadhurst (35th 
week) (M-1,160; $440). May have 
been affected more than.some others; 
takings approximated $21,000; said to 
be okay for run revue. 

“Harriet,” Miller (42d week) (D- 
940; $3.85). Still popular, with quot- 
ed takings over $14,000: femme audi- 
ence appeal indicated by three mati- 
nees (no Monday nights). 

“Jackpot,” Alvin (4th week) (M- 
1,327; $4.40). Party or two, but good 
advance sale protected new musical 
last week against bad weather, and 
claimed pace approximated $24.9uu. 

“Janie,” Mansfield (74th week) (C- 
1,001; $2.20). Another week to go, 
and then tours to cover eastern 
stands before picture version is re- 
leased; maybe $10,000; “Thank You 
Svoboda” slated to follow. 

“Kiss and Tell,” Biltmore (47th 
week) (C-920; $3.30). Making plenty, 
and that went for last week, when 
pace dipped under $14.000. 

“Life With Father,” Empire (220th 
week) (C-920; $3.30). Slipped a bit, 
too, but quoted $13,800, regarded as 
excellent for run leader. 

“Lovers and Friends,” Plymouth 
(11th week) (D-1,075; $3.85). Slipped 
last week more than most others and 
was estimated under $18.000, still 
strong gross. 

“Mexican Hayride,” Winter Garden 
(2d week) (M-1,523: $5.50). Newest 
musical smash; playing to all house 
can hold, including standees, and 
gross around $46,000; tops all, couple 
of parties at slight reductions; other- 
wise, takings would have been more. | 

“Oklahoma,” St. James (46th week) 
(M-1,520; $4.40). Although other top 
musicals get more, it’s because of 
house capacities; here there is a gal- 
lery; $30,600. 


ads; first full week claimed around | 


“One Touch of Venus,” 46th Street | 
(19th week) (M-1,347: $440). As) 
strong here as when at Imperial, and | 
perhaps demand.is bigger: pace is 
$34,500, and that means standees. 

“Over 21,” Music Box (6th week) 
(C-1,001; $3.30). Laugh show with 
bells on it; has been selling out since 


Storm killed Saturday mat trade. 


debut and looks like long stayer: 
$19,500. 

“Peepshow,” Fulton (2d week) (C- 
948: $3.30). Extra ads for this one 
but looks doubtful; first full week 
around $4,000; must more than double 
that figure to stick. 

“Ramshackle Inn,” Royale (6th | 
week) (CD-996: $3.30). Has made | 
operating profit so far but slipped 
under $12,000 last week: looks like 
moderate rating. 

“Suds in Your Eye,” Forrest. With- 
drawn last Saturday; showed a little 
life, then junkyard comedy Slipped 
too much. 

“Stars on Ice,” Center (80th week) 
(repeat date) (R-3,000; $1.65). One of 
town’s good things; getting goodly 
money every week; $25,000 estimated 
last week. 

“Take It As It Comes,” 48th Street 
(C-909; $3.30). Opened late last week 
and drew general panning; doubtful. 

“The Doughgirls,” Lyceum (59th 


| 
| 


week) (C-997; $3.30). Snowstorm had 
some reaction for this crack comedy 
but gross was again excelient, $16,000. 

“The Veice of the Turtle,” Morosco 


(10th week) (CD-995; $3.85). Three- 
person smash is something in a life- 


Broadway Slips But Biz Still Strong; 
‘Porgy’ Repeat Hot $23,000, Decision’ 
$9,500 Moderately 0.K,, ‘Orchard’ 156 


time; goes clean all performances 
and gross is virtually $22,000. 

“Temorrow the World,” Barrymore 
(44th week) (D-1,064; $3.30). An- 
other cleanup on the list; anti-Nazi 
drama is best of its type to date; 
claimed $14,000, under previous pace. 

“The Two Mrs. Carrolls,” Booth 
(28th week) (R-712; $3.30). Strength 
of this draw surprising in show cir- 
cles; bit off but around $14,000, not 
much under capacity here. 

“3 Is a Family,” Longacre (40th 
week) (C-1,018; $3.30). Well out in 
front; getting goodly money right 
along, and last week the gross was 
quoted over $10.000. 

“Wallflower,” Cort (4th week) (D- 
1,064; $3.30). New laugh show looks 
set for stay; bit over-estimated but 
quite substantial at around $13,000. 

“Winged Victory,” 44th Street 
(13th week) (D-1,409; $4.40). One of 
season’s wonders; sells out all times; 
standees are gratis for men in serv- 
ices; over $37,000; played 100th per- 
formance Tuesday (15). 

“Ziegfeld Follies,” Imperial (46th 
week) (R-1,327; $4.40). Still up with 
the leaders and should stick well into 
spring; quoted around $34,000, not 
much under capacity on week. 

REVIVALS 

“Merry Widow,” Majestic (28th 
week) (O-1,695; $3.30). Again eased 
off but holds to profitable level; last 
week gross was around $23,000. 

“Othello.” Shubert (16th week) 
(D-1,325; $3.30). Little change in 
amazing draw of heavy Shakespear- 
ean drama; rated around $23,500 last 
week. 

“The Cherry Orchard,” National 
(2d week) (D-1,154; $3.30). Was un- 
der-estimated; around $15,000 last 
week but previous week gross was 
well over $16,000. 

RETURN 

“Porgy and Bess,” City Center (O- 
2,693; $2.20). Something of a sensa- 
tion; repeat date built to capacity 
and first week was around $23,000; 
will get more this week; Newark 
next week but comes back for an- 
other six weeks starting Feb. 28. 

Gilbert and Sullivan, Ambassador 
(O-1,105; $3.30). Brought back after 
faring well on road; “Mikado,” starter’: 
late last week, was panned. 


‘FATHER’ $58,000 
IN 2 WASH. WEEKS 


Washington, Feb. 15. 

“Life With Father” cleaned the 
racks before the show opened Sun- 
day night (13). This means that on 
the two-week engagement, with 19 
performances, the Crouse - Lindsay 
comedy will gross $58,000. Of this 
amount $26,000 came in a mountain 
of mail orders. 

There is talk of bringing the com- 
edy back in June for an extended 
summer run. “Kiss and Tell” also 
has plans for spending the heated 
period in Washington. 

“Student Prince,” on its second 
week, played to $21,500. Franz Wer- 
fel’s “Jacobowsky and the Colonel” 
comes in with an advance sale of 
American Theatre Society subscrip- 
tions amounting to $12,900 


‘Kiss’ Hit By Storm 
But OK $18,700, Pitt 


Pittsburgh, Feb. 15. 

“Kiss and Tell” came through for 
neat $18,700 in second and last week 
at Nixon, although hit by weekend 
snow storm. 

Windup stanza began well, al- 
though not spectacularly, but by 
midweek there wasn’t a good -seat 
to be had for the remainder of the 
engagement. Cautiously enough, only 
the higher-priced ducats, in orches- 
tra and balcony, went clean. Gallery 
wasn't half capacity at any per- 
formance. 

Nixon’s due for two more smash 
weeks in a row. Katherine Dun- 
ham’s “Tropical Revue,” which is 
current, opened to heavy advance 
sale, and next week's “Something 
For the Boys” is half sold-out al- 
ready on mail orders alone. 


PLAY’S NOT THE THING! 


Musical play (in four acts) uninteresting: 
with ten numbers of songs. Five are bad; 
other five are worse yet. As an opera it’s 
not worth a damn! As a stage play it's not 
worth twe cents . . . As a mevie it's not 
worth a cesat. Nevertheless, im the epinion of 
the playwright, a would perhaps prove an 
unpreiitable mitiies theatrical or movie- 
talkie production! Reply Bex 539, Variety, 154 
W. 46th St, Mew York i3,-N. Y. 


ANNA WRETHOLME DECEASED 


Will the relatives of Miss Anna Wretholme 
late of 12 Caroline Street, London, Eng- 
land, who died there on 25th June, 1935, 
and in particular her sister, known in 
the Theatrical Prefession as Madame 
BELLA WRETTA, please communicate 
with Messrs. Greene & Greene, Solicitors, 
Bury St. Edmunds, England, or Messrs. 
McLaughlin, Russell & Bullock, 627. Fifth 
Avenue, New York 17, N. Y¥., when they 
will hear semething to their advantage. 
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VARIETY 


Wednesday, February 16, 1911 


EDGAR SELWYN 

Edgar Selwyn, 68 died Sunday | 

(13) at his home in the Cedars of | 

Lebanen hospital, Hollywood, after | 

being stricken in his Beverly Hills 

home with a cerebral hemorrhage. 
Details in legit section, 


I. J. SINGER 
Israel Joshua Singer, 50, Yiddish 
author and playwright, whose works 
were translated into many languages, 
died Feb. 10, New York. 
His novels. which dealt with Polish 


Jews, included “The Brothers Ash- 
kenazi.” “Yoshe Kalb” and “The 
Family Carnovsky,” dramatizations | 


of which were produced by Maurice | 
Schwartz. His “Yoshe Kalb” was 
produced by the Yiddish Art Theatre 
with success in 1933, and his “The 
Family Carnovsky” was a hit last | 
season, 

Singer, whose father was a Rabbi, | 
was born in Russian Poland. He had | 
elected to follow in his father’s foot- | 
steps but later diverted to writing. 
His writings attracted the attention | 
of Abraham Cahan, editor of Jewish | 
Daily Forward, who later brought | 
him to N. Y. He was on the editorial ' 


In loving memory of my 


land later in Theatre Guild produc- 
‘tions of “Volpone” and “Marco Mil- | 


an operation at Cedars of Lebanon 
| hospital, Hollywood. 


JOHN A. HYNES 


| Details in picture section, 


John A. 
performer, died Feb, 6 at Schenec- 
tady, N. Y. Prior to 


JOHN C. DAVIS 


John C. Davis. 78, retired legit 
actor, died Feb. 9 in New York. He} ing act with his brother, 
was born in Hamilton, Ont.. and} Hynes, who survives. 
made his first stage appearance in a 
Detroit stock compeny. | William W. North, 70, pioneer in 

Subsequently Davis appeared AS exhibitor field, died Feb. 5 at his 
the chaplain in “What Price Glory ‘home in Akron, Ohio. Mr. North be- 
| came interesied in motion pictures 
while they were in their infancy. He 
lions.” Also fopened the first film theatre in 
Youth,” “Romeo and Juliet™ and) Ferry. about 1911 and 
“Exit the Queen.” His last Broad-) arco the initial one in Salem. 
way appearance was in “If Booth!  wigow and a son survive. 

Had Missed” in 1952. 


George 


“Lysistrata,” “Flying 


, O. M. Oleson, 94, who composed | 
GERTRUDE MUELLER | tn Flanders’ Fields.” died at Ft. 
Mrs. Sidney Siber, retired actress, pogee, Iowa, Feb. 8. after several | 
known professionally as Gertrude | weeks’ iliness. Mr. Oleson’s hobby 
Mueller, died in Chicago Feb. 14. | was choral singing, and was hon- 
She had played mostly in dramatic ‘orary president of Norwegian Sing- 
stock, but retired from stage in 1905) e.5 Assn. of America. King of Nor- 
after her marriage to Siber, a con- | way recognized his services in the 
cert pianist. | music field with a knighthood. 
Survived by husband, son, daugh- | Paneee: 


ter and granddaughter. Frank H. Kalb, 65, maintenance 
ge aes foreman, Warner Bros. studio labs 
CHARLES DORNBERGER in Brooklyn, died Feb. 12 at his 


Charles F. Dornberger, 45, widely | home in Brooklyn after a long ill- 
known saxophonist, died Feb. 8 in /ness. Survived by his widow, a son 
Reno, following an air crash while! ang four daughters. 


Hynes, 62, retired vaude | 


Tower, K. 


satheeatiat | ace a field day next as the orch 
some years ago he had done a danc- | goes all out with a torrid arrange- 


ment of “Woodchoppers Ball,” and 
“Beguine.” 

Whitey Roberts, comic, after in- 
troductory patter, goes into taps 
while skipping a rope. He also jug- 
gles dishes, with the aid of a juve 
he coaxes up from the audience, and 
closes with a take-off on jitterbugs. 
Begged off. Earl. 


Michigan. Detroit 
Detroit, Feb. 11. 
Vaughn Monroe Orch (16), 
Phyllis Lynne, Bobby Rickey, Gil & 


Bernie Maison, Chester Dolphin, 
Betty Jane Smith; Phil Brestof 
House Orch with Del Parker; 


“Whistling in Brooklyn” (M-G). 
Plenty customers this week despite 
the winter's worst storm with Mon- 
roe getting credit for the draw. 
Monroe puts himself across with 
his slick voice and a sound band 
that doesn’t have to string out patri- 
otic medleys to win appreciation. 
Monroe gets the patrons on his 


side with his baritoning of “Em- 
braceable You,’ “My Ideal” and 
“Stout Hearted Men.” Assemblage 


also goes for his band which is ex- 


Johnny Donehue, 
| Biltmore Hotel Ice Revue, died of 
pneumonia Feb. 10 at St. Elizabeth’s | 


dear father and partner 


JOHN S. WEST N. Y. 


Who passed on Feb. 8 


staff of Forward at time of death. 
Besides his widow, Singer leaves a 
son, Pvt. Joseph Singer, now in the 
Army. 


ALBERT FERRONI 


Albert E. Ferroni, 54, music com-} bookings. at 


poser, teacher and band leader, died 
Feb. 11 at his home in New Orleans 


Sally Noble, 19, daughter of Ed- 
ward J. Noble, president of the Blue 
network, died Feb. 9 at Bronxville, 
N.Y. 


BUSTER WEST 


on duty as a civilian aviation in- is 
structor. Wife of Russell A. Bovim, man- 

Dornberger had played with num- | ager Loew's Ohio, Columbus, Ohio, 
erous name bands, including Paul | died recently in St. Francis hospital 
Whiteman’s. For a time he piloted | there. — 
his own plane in filling band; Edward W. Carey, 58, potice chief 
Universal studio 18 years, died 
Feb. 7 in Hollywood after long ill- 


ness. 


KARL T. F. SCHROEDER 


after a month’s illness. He was a} 
graduate of La Scala university in | opera stage director of the Robin 


Milan, Italy, and holder of a master’s 
degree in music. At nine, he led a 
250-piece band before St. 
Cathedral in Rome. 

Coming to N. Y., he toured U. S. 
as band leader with John Robinson 
Greater Shows. In New Orleans he 
led the Roma Military band and the 
Jerusalem Temple Shriners band. He 
composed several military marches. 
Survived bv his widow, a son and 
three daughters. 


JOHN S. WEST 
John S. West, 65. retired 
performer and father of Buster 
West, also of vaude and now teamed 


with his wife, Lucille Page, died 
Feb. 8 at his son’s farm in New 


Hampshire. 
West had played the top vaude cir- 
cuits both here and abroad in an act 


Caldwell H. Brown, Jr. 


1911—1936 


billed as Welles, Virginia and West, 


which also included Buster 
Act also was featured in 

White's “Scandals” 
Village Follies”, Upon his 
ment he had lived with his son anc 
daughter-in-law in New Hampshire 


West 
George 


MRS. MYRA BROOKE 
Myra Brooke. 79. 
actress, died 


Mrs. 
legit 


of the Actors’ Fund. 


diverted to legit acting. She toured sons, 
in Richard Mansfield’s companv for 
Several seasons and in various other 


productions. She later 
motion pictures, 

Returning to legit she appeared ir 
“Elmer Gantry.” “Magda” anc 
“Lysistrata” prior to 
from the stage, 


JOE W. MacMICHAEL 

Joe W. MacMichael, 27, 
of the Merry Macs quartet, died in 
an Army hospital at Santa Ana. Cal. 


Saturday (12) due to an overdose of 


Sulfa tablets taken as a cold remedy. 


Sttia Had been prescribed by 


his physician for a previous cold, 
and when the singer caught another 
last week he took the tablets im- 
properly. He had been in the Army 
nine months. 

MacMichael was mairied Jan. 31 
to Inez James, a songwriter. 


Peter's | 


vaude | 


and “Greenwich 


retired 
Feb. 9 at the 
Brunswick Home. Amityville L. I. 


where she had been under the care who retired from stage in 1922. died| Mr. and 
appeared in 


retirement) was buried in AGVA cemetery plot, 


formerly | 


Karl T. F. Schroeder, 80, retired vexseemaieiad 
Mother of William Banks, presi- 
Hood Dell, Philadelphia, died Feb. | dent of WHAT, Philadelphia, died 


5 at his home in Upper Darby,| last week in that city after a short 
Pa. He was formerly associated with | illness. 

| the Metropolitan Opera Co., New 

| York, and the Civic and Philadel- Mother of Simon Meretsky, gener- 
| phia Grand Obpera companies injal manager of Paramount Windsor 
Philadelphia. Theaters chain, died Feb. 8 at 


former 
teacher, 


His wife. the 
Marinelli, voice 
| year. 


Marie L. 
died last 


Windsor, Ont. 


MARRIAGES 


MAX WEBER ; Kim Hunter to Capt. William An- 
| Max Weber, 79, a broiher of the | drew Baldwin, Beverly Hills, Cal., 
late Joe Weber, comedian, of Weber | Feb. 11. Bride is screen actress. 


skater in the} Rickey. 


cellent in ‘the brass section, and 
for the solos of drummer, Bobby 
Plenty on the deft side 


are interpretations of “Holiday for 
Strings” and “Commodore Clipper.” 
Working in perfectly with the band 
is Miss Lynne who scores with “Till 
My Baby Comes Home” and a seck 
“Shoo Shoo Baby.” However the 
band sometimes gets too loud for 
her voice. 

In all, orch stacks up as on the 
terrific side with appreciation not 
confined to the saddle-shoes con- 
tingent. 

Fitted nicely into the bill are Gil 
and Bernie Maison, whose monkey 
and dogs who get orders reversed to 
provide laughs, Betty Jane Smith, 
with below-par costuming but regis- 
tering with good routines, Chester 
Dolphin whose upside-down jug- 
gling scores even if his patter is 
n.s.g. 

Brestoff house orch 
war bond overture using “Say a 
Prayer” and “The Victory Polka” 
with Del Parker on the vocals. 

House good at evening show. 

Pool. 


provides a 


Oriental. Chi 
Chicago, Feb. 12. 
Marion Hutton, Clyde Lucas Orch 
(14) with Paul Steele and Julie 
Hewitt, Terry and Ralph Rio, Coco, 
Steve and Eddy; “Career Girl” 
(PRC). 


Headed by Marion Hutton and 


and Fields, died Feb. 8, New York. Claire Carleton to Fred Sherman, 
Weber had been his ~brother's Hollywood, Feb. 14. She's a screen 
manager for years up until retire- | actress. he a N. Y. legit actor. 
ment of latter in 1927. Since then Mrs. Belle Jones to Theodore 
he had been associated in several | Corder. Feb. 12. Reno. Nev. Bride 
| other theatrical enterprises. Survived | js widow of “Buck” Jones, cowboy 
| by two sisters. film star who perished in the Boston 
Cocoanut Grove fire in 1942, 


| JOHN W. DONOHUT 
John W. Donohue, 25, one of Three | 
Kilties, died of pneumonia in N. Y. | BIRTHS 
last week. | Mr. and Mrs. Boyd McDavid 
He was a member of the comedy | Morse. daughter, Tucson, Ariz., Feb. 
trio now appearing in “Stars On | 8. Child is the great-granddaughter 
Ice,” and-alsG appeared in the Cen- | of Mr. and Mrs. Adolph Zuker. 
ter theatre’s first ice show, “It} Mr. and Mrs. Jazzy Gurney, son, 
Happened on Ice.” He is survived | Pittsburgh. Feb. 9. Father is with 
| by his parents, and two sisters. Tommy Carlyn band at Bill Green’s, 
Pitt. 
LADY HILL Mr. and Mrs. Douglas McMullen, 
-| Lady Hill. 93, composer of ‘In the | son. Schenectady, N. Y., last week. 
Gloaming,” died Feb. 12° in Berk-| Father is program producer at 
shire, England, after a long illness.| WRGB in that city. 


retire- | She was the widow of Lord Arthur Mr. and Mrs. Alan H. Schroeder, 


Father is 
Raymer 


{| Hill, comptroller of Queen Victoria’s | daughter, Jan. 7, Chicago. 
- | household. She wrote “Gloaming” | salesman for the Paul H. 
j}in 1877 and more than 1.000.000 | Co., radio station reps, 
copies have been sold. Lt. and Mrs. Paul Fanning, at Doc- 
oe tors hospital, N Y., Feb. 8, son. 
THOMAS H. DICKSON Mother is the former Margaret 
Thomas H. Dickson. 84, an actor Perry, daughter of Antoinette Perry. 
Mrs. George 


'Feb. 11 his~home in Oneonta, | 
hie . their second child. Mother -for- 
merly Clara Mahr, was of the stage; 
father, alSo an actor, now executive 
secretary of the American Federation 
of Radio Artists. 


Survived by his widow and two} 


EVELYN LEBEAUX 

Evelyn Lebeaux, 28, Philadelphia | 
vaude actress, died last week while |9. Seabring. Fla. 
1 rehearsing her act with her partner | beth Todd, scripter of radio’s “ 
and husband, Charles Levine. She} Widder Brown.” 

Mr. and Mrs. James Francis Crow, 
daughter, Feb. 14, Hollywood. Father 
is on B. G. DeSylva’s executive staff 
at Paramount. 

Mr. and Mrs. Murray Rann, son, 
New York City, Feb. 13. Father is 
in “Variety” advertising department. 


ALLEN HEADS C. OF ©. 
| In the last 10 years she had played 2 Lynchburg, Feb. 15. 
film character roles. Edward A. Allen, president of Tri- 
—- Cities Network, is Lynchburg’s new 
LOU METZGER Chamber of Commerce prexy. Suc- 
| Lou Metzger, 49, Coast exhibitor | ceeds Samuel H. Williams, attorney. 
‘and head of the manpower division; Allen’s web operates — stations 
| of the film industry’s War Activities | WLVA, Lynchburg: WSLS, Roanoke, 
Committee, died Sunday (13) during | and WBTM, Danville. 


Young 


| Somerton, Pa. 
LEILA ROMER 

Leila Tyler Romer, 66, 
| Vaudeville and musical comedy 
‘player and later in pictures, died 
Feb. 10 at her home in Hollywood | 
following a heart attack. 


former 


Heller, at | 
. Doctors hospital, N.. Y.. Feb. 8, daugh- | 

Mrs. Brooke began stagé career’) N Y. | ter 

at an early age as a dancet* but later 


Lt. and Mrs. Lewis Kagel, son, Feb. | 
Mother is Eliza- | 


| Clyde Lucas and his new band, cur- 
rent layout is ideal for the bobby 
sox trade and young patrons of this 
house but not for the older customers 
who seem to be getting a bit weary 
of loud music and jive singing. 
Lucas’ new band is too loud most 
of the time. Julie Hewitt’s one song 


heard because of the blasting. How- 
ever, the orch tones down when Paul 
Steele, trumpeter-baritone, 
i“’ll Be Around” and “Begin ‘the 
Beguine.” Opener is a fast, loud and 
|jumpy version of “The American 
Patrol” and follow with “When the 
Circus Came to Town’ an@ niity ar- 
rangements of “2:45 Hop,” “Dark 
| Eyes,” “Night and Day,” latter fea- 
| turing pianist Nelson Broadbeck. 
Marion Hutton comes on to a hand 
and swings out with four jive tunes, 
|“Pigfoot Pete,” “Rockin’ Horse Ran 
Away,” “Shoo Shoo Baby,’ and 


| “Take It Easy” to show stopping 
results. Ben Homer directs the 


| Lucas outfit while she sings. A slower 
| number injected for chance of tempo 
|; would make for a better act. 

Terry and Ralph Rio are the com- 
edy hit of the bill. The former Terry 
| Howard is in a class by herself in 
portraying a child. She has a juve’s 
mannerisms and voice down to a tee. 
Ralph Rio is an able foil for the 
patter. Pair close with song-and- 
dance finish for smash results. 

Coco, Steve and Eddy, working in 
business suits, mix comedy with 
| their acrobatics which includes neat 
| teeter-board work and tumbling. 
| Nice hand. Morg. 


Embassy. N. Y. 
(NEWSREELS) 

Varied assortment of clips, with 
emphasis on the war at home and 
abroad, on display here this week. 
On whole show is interesting and 
well put together. 

Leadoff is Pathe’s take on Fifth 
Army landings below Rome, fol- 
lowed up by Fox-Movietone’s cover- 
age of action on the Cassino front. 
Other action war shots include re- 
taking of a Rice Bowl city by the 
Chinese, anti-tank weapons in ac- 
tion, New British tank buster, Bur- 
ma and British forces attacking the 
enemy, very good shots covering the 
offensive on Makin and the decora- 
tion of Capt. Samuel Grashio for out- 
Standing heroism. Problem of in- 
terned Japs in this country and pic- 
turing of some who appear very 
sullen is included on the program, 


House Reviews 


ae Continued from page 18 


“Don't Cry Baby” could hardly be | 


Croons, | 


while this week’s special is Arthu 
Hale of “Contidentially Yours” a. 
cussing China and her role jn the 
scheme of things. 
Miscellaneous material includes an 
amusing bond-selling stunt with Boh 
Hope, Bing Crosby and Frank §j. 
natra, topped by a Crosby-Sinatra 
duet. Argentina earthquake, whieh 
took a heavy toll of life, Melbourne 
cup race in Australia, return to 
America of Col. Ovetta Culp Hobby 
head of the WACs. and a boxing 
match are among others. . 
Playing a March of Time release 
once monthly, house currently has 
“Naval Log of Victory,” an inter. 
esting two-recler. Char, 


Metro Stars 


Continued from page 3 


now is to dramatize portions of a 
story even before it goes into pro- 
duction. (Metro only allows radio 
dramatizations of films some time 
after release.’ 

Objective is not only to push sales 
of the book selected for the Metro 
Award, but also to sidetrack pur- 
chases of legit properties for the 
present and convince book publish- 
ers and literary agents of the advan- 
tages of submitting material for the 
Metro Award and of the uses to 
which stars and radio can be put in 
creating added values for literary 
material. 

How It Figures 

Metro execs estimate the cost of 
the film rights to books, even at top 
prices, at a fraction of the cost of 
plays in relation to the number of 
persons acquainted with any given 
property. Pointed out that in the 
case of a certain play. which could 
not have played to more than 128,- 
000 admissions on the basis of its 
run, sum of $250,000 was paid for 
the film rights. This costs a studio 
at the rate of around $2 for every 
person who saw the play. On a book 
selling 500,000 copies with an aver- 
age of five readers per copy esti- 
mitted by Dr. Gallup in several such 
cases, the cost would be 4e per per- 
son acquainted with the property— 
if the book fetches $100,000 for the 
film rights. 

Price now being asked for the film 
rights to mediocre plays is around 
$350,000. In addition studios must 
figure additional $150,000 for 
scripting costs. Thus, any studio 
loading up with material of this 
type would be confronted with a 
shelf of properties costing $500,000 
each, which would be drastically de- 
flated in a hurry in the event that 
current boom conditions are modi- 
fied, 

Among publishers who have re- 


portedly agreed to submit manu- 
scripts for the Metro Award are 
|Simon & Schuster, Alfred A. Knopf, 


|Random House, Scribner's, E. P. Dut- 
Doubleday, Doran and _ others. 
Waldemer Vetlugin, editorial consul- 
tant to Mayer. from accounts has 18 
out of around 25 of the top publish- 
ing houses lined up and sume 90% 
of the literary agents, including 
Anne Watkins and Brandt, & Brandt. 

It is understood, however, that the 
plan is based entirely upon a “gen- 
tlemen’s agreement.” 


Terms 

Under the plan Metro is offering 
$100,000 plus 20c for each copy sold 
over 50,000 copies for any book se- 
lected for the Metro Award. A ceil- 
ing of $150,000 has been fixed and 
the proceeds from the magazine 
serial rights, if any, revert to the 
publisher and author. In addition, 
Metro will also pay the publisher 
of the winning book $25,000, which 
can be used to further the book 
sales. 

Reader's Digest is reported inter- 
ested in obtaining an option on any 
book selected for the Metro Award. 

Contest would, of course, be limit- 
ed in scope since only literary out- 
put of a single season rather than 
the entire year could be appraised. 
Metro plans to sfart receiving en 
tries June 15, with an award to be 
made by the end of the summer. In 
this way only the manuscripts des- 
tined for the fall publishing lists 
could be eligible. 

The board of five judges for the 
Award will include only one Metro 
representative — Sidney Franklin. 
Other judges are to be selected from 
book reviewers in Chicago, San 
Francisco and New York. 

Scott Mabon. of the Atlantic 
Monthly, appointed to handle Metro 
Book Award selections. He's one of 
a committee of five prominent in the 
literary field who are to handle the 
Award manuscripts. 
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Broadway 


Grace Moore to Havana, to 
concert engagement Feb. 22. 

Louis Sobol, in Florida for 
vacation, due pack this w eek. 

King Features held cocktail 
at oy Waldorf for Louella P 
Friday (11). 


fill a 
short 


party 


Saul Lancourt will be back with | 


“Janie” on tour, Tommy Kilpatrick 
going ahead. 

Mrs. Wesley Ruggles in town 
awaiting transportation to London to 
join her husband. 


A. Doob, Loew's adver- 


Oscar 
tising-publicity chief, back from 
Florida vacation, 

c. C. Moskowitz, Loew's v.-p.. 


named to the board of directors of 
the Police Athletic League. 

Lewis Milestone, who is dire@ing 
“Guest in the House” for Hunt 
Siremberg (UA), in town for three 
weeks. = 

Walter Barber, of iniversal’s 
homeoftice staff, among other things 
has re-designed the publicity offices 
in N. Y. 

Joe Frisco after eight months at 
Club 18, going west, objective being 


a night club appearance in San 
Francisco. 
Newsreel theatre operators still 


complaining about sameness of war- 
being supplied by 


front material 
U. S. reels. 
Mrs. Rose Gershwin. mother of 


the songwriters. to Palm Beach on 
a holiday. John Wildberg leaves 
Jater this week. 


Mitchell Rawson. formerly on Mort | 


Blumenstock’s staff at Warners and 
then with David O. Selznick, going 
everseas for O.W.I. 

Jimmy Durante celebrated a birth- 
dav last Wednesday (9) but wouldn't 
sav which one. The records, if cor- 
rect. indicate he is 51. 

Harry Bernstein, Loew’s real estate 
head on leave, upped to major and 
shitted from Boston to Washington 
for a new Army assignment. 

Alan F. Cummings, M-G manager 
of exchange operations, confined to 
his Westchester home with several 
fractured ribs, following a fall. 

Nydia Westman replaces June 
Walker in road company of “Life 
With Father” after next week. Harry 
Bannister plays the male lead. 

Mrs. George A. Baldwin, wife of 
the manager of the Colonial, RKO 
house, who underwent operation at 
St. Vincent’s hospital last week, is 
doing nicely. 

Bars near Broadway theatres pvull- 
ing new gyp tilt for drinks to persons 
who sip between acts. Places which 
charge 50 cents per highball usually. 
make the “intermission price” 60 
cents, 

William Gaxton succeeds Al Rosen 
es honorary chairman of the -enter- 
tainment committee for the Madison 
Square Garden benefit. March 13, 
sponsored by the Emergency Com- 
mittee to Save the Jewish People of 
Evrepe. Bill Kent, Jack Bertell and 
Solly Pernick are co-chairmen. 


Mexico City 


By David L. Grahame 
Carnival in full swing. 
than ever for carneys 
shows. 
Jorge Negerete, top pic actor- 
racio singer, back from Havana ar 
bookings. 
Erich Kleiber back here again to 


and tent 


conduct four concerts at the Palace | 


of Fine Arts ‘National theatre), 


Starting Feb. 23. 


Daniel Lundberg, author of “River | 


Rat” and assistant manager of radio 
station XEQ, writing a novel about 
radio in Mexico. 

Tito Guizar and 
Hollywood, where they played in 
“The Unknown Singer.” 

Mercedes Caraza, classic soprano, 
Mexican government's recent Official 
Singer at U. S. army camps, featured 
©n programs at station XEW. 

Picture industry’s own bank, the 
Banco Cinematografice, S. A., 
néunces loans and other financing of 
the business of 3,958,230.40 pesos— 
$800.000—up to Jan. 31. 

Maria Tereza Montoya, ace junior 
dramatic actress who worked here 
for nearly a year under a civie and 
federal government subsidy, doing 
Well on an unsubsidized road tour. 

Teatro Iris, house of Esperanza 
Iris, veteran comedienne, recently 
gone stage (revue) after eight years 
aS a cinema, averted an attaches’ 
strike by allowing a pay hike that 
swells its overhead by $10,000 (Mex) 
a year. 


‘ By Les Rees 
‘Victory Show” drew 110,000 in 
Week at St. Paul Auditorium. 
Ben Friedman, indie circuit owner, 
and the wife sojourning in California. 
“Hy” Chapman, Columbia branch 
enaeer, off to Los Angeles for vaca- 
n, 
Pat Halloran, Universal salesman, 


back in circulation after hospital | the time the campaign is completed. 


siege. 


t Betty McGuire and all-girl orches- | 
Ta holding over at Happy Hour’! appearance of 


Nitery, 

Walter Hoffman, 20th-Fox exploit- 
eer, in Chicago for “Song of Berna- 
dette” conference, 


Bigger biz | 


his pic actress | 
wife, Nenette Noriga. planed in from | 


| cently 
| fronts at factories, war plants, down- 
Alec Templeton comes to Audi-/ town stores, and offices. 


torium Sunday afternoon, March 5, 
for single appearance. 

Bud Krohn, head shipper, ban- 
| queted by fellow 20th-Fox employees 
| prior to departure into armed serv- 
| ices, 

! Enid Larson promoted to booking 
| department at Paramount, with Clara 


arsons | Shore taking over her contract clerk | Helen” sold 25,000 copies in three 


auties. 
Bill Elson won Variety club’s gin 


, dered in his honor as retiring Chief 
| Barker. 

Hotel Nicollet Minnesota Terrace 
‘floor show has Cappy Barra Boys, 
DeMar & Denise. Selma Marlow 
Dancers and Perry Martin orch. 

Date of reopening of 4,000-seat Ra- 
dio City theatre (formerly Minneso- 
| ta). deferred to March 8. and “Lady 


in the Dark” chosen as initial offer- | 


ing. 


Skouras Sums Up | 


lon Cominued from page 4 


| Other Broadway theatres are nearing | 


|and expected to top their quotas be- 
i fore the drive winds up Feb. 29. 

| Skouras, meantime, is tendering a 
‘dinner to film company distribution 
heads, officials of the War Activities 
Committee and the 12 Flying Bonds- 
men in N. Y. on Feb. 21 in apprecia- 


campaign. 

“Stars for Victory” show Sunday 
night (13) at the Waldorf-Astoria, 
N. Y., chairmaned by James E. Sau- 
ter and Bert Lytell. of the United 
Theatrical War Activities Committee, 
and Stan Woodward, N. Y. Herald 
Trib sports editor, and chairman of 
the War Bond sports committee, 
netted more than $3,750,000 in admis- 
sion bond purehases and an addi- 
tional $54,700 from an auction of 
sports cartoons and big league season 
baseball passes. 

Also credited to the “Stars” show 
was a pledge of $54.000,000 in bond 
purchases from Myron S. Short, 
;prexy of the N. Y. Savings Bank 
Associations, 

Eight RKO theatres in the N. Y. 
metropolitan area sold $2,555,900 in 
war bonds via bond preems last 
| Wednesday (9). Keith's Flushing 
led with $500,000 in bond sales for 
the single show. 


Chi's Final Preems 


Chicago, Feb. 15. 

Two war bond film premieres are 
scheduled to wind up the Fourth War 
| Loan drive here. First local reserved 
'seat film preview, sponsored by the 
Treasury Department. will take 
| place Feb. 17 at the RKO Grand the- 
atre. 

Other premiere will be held at the 
Chicago theatre Feb. 24. 


Kids’ $100,000 Bally 


Albany, Feb. 15. 

A children’s war bond rally show 
at Fabian’s Palace, the first in up- 
| State New York and believed to be 
| the first of its kind in the ceuntry, 
grossed almost $100,000 on a $25- 
|} bond admission price Saturday 
morning (12), with Tommy Dorsey 
the chief attraction. The  band- 
leader, who was playing the Palace, 
worked with Forrest Willis, who 
conducts a musical clock on WOKO 
and who arranged the show in co- 
operation with L. R. Golding, Fabian 
division chief and upstate chairman 
of the WAC. Latter emceed. 


The bonds were bought at either | 


the booth of Willis’ sponsor, the 
Myers department store, or at the 
one in the Palace. A heavy snew 
and frigid temperatures did not cut 


down attendance. Martha 
Lawrence. formerly ef Martha & 
Hal, NBC and WGY team, and 
youngsters from Willis’ Saturday 


morning program were among other | 


entertainers. “Hands Across the 
Border” was the picture screened. 
A feature of the two-hour show 
was the pledge of allegiance to the 
flag recited by a Boy Scout and in 


| which the 4,000 kids joined. 


Toledo's $300,000 Bends 
Toledo, Feb. 15. 


With free movie day expected to | 


ijncrease the total materially, the 


| War Activities Committee of Toledo | 


Theatre Managers reported that war 
bond premieres held in several 


‘houses during the Fourth War Loan | 


|'Campaign have resulted in the sale 
‘of over $300,000 worth of bonds. 
There are over 27,000 seats in Toledo 
‘theatres and from advance reports, 
it was indicated that ever 50,000 
' bonds will be sold in local houses by 


The WAC has sponsored a number 
_of bond-selling tours with personal | 
Charles Ruggles, | 
‘Elaine Shepard and war heroes re- 
returned from the fighting 


rummy contest at the banquet ten- | 


tion of their cooperation during the 


London 


Mrs. Bernard Shaw left 
$1.000.000. 

“Ladies Like Them Bad” is title of 
new Max Catto comedy. 

Louis Golding’s “No News from 


nearly 


| weeks. 

Claud Gurney 
with Noel Scott's 
| Fever.” 

Alfred Esdaile in search of West 
End house for “One Room,” starring 
Gene Gorrard. 


into management 
latest, “Malta 


Paramount nibbling for picture 
rights of Ruth Feiner’s latest “Pil- 


gYimage to Peul.” 

' Charlotie Frances to direct Gene 
| Gerrard in “One Room” for out-of- 
town and country dates. 

| Bernard Gnun writing score for 
' Lord Melbourne play “Sweet Wil- 
| iam” by Lord Vans'ttart. 

| Musical version of Goldoni’s “The 
| Gay Deceiver” is under way. Andre 
Van Gyseghem is directing. 

Edward Stirling directing “Co-op- 
| timists” for production at Cambridge 
| theatre and later “Hatter’s Castle.” 

Major Richard Lloyd-Gceorge writ- 
ing life storv of his mother, Dame 
Marzvaret Lleyd-George. Eric Glass 
agenting. 

Alan Hyman, after two-and-a-half 
vears in the Navy as script writer for 
| Instructional Films, has received his 
commission, 
| A cast of five players, now appear- 

ing in the West End. will give a 
| series of Sunday performances of a 
new play for the troops. 

Birmingham Repertory Company 
is producing a viay along the lines 
of “School for Scandal.” but written 
100 vears prior to “Scandal.” 

After two vears and five months in 
the Roval Artillery, Morton Fraser 
has been discharged, and returns to 
vaudeville, opening for Stoll’s Feb. 7. 

Alice Delysia has bought song from 
Billy Milton titled “He’s Just My 
Type” for her return to vaudeville 
for Moss Empires. She may come to 
the Palladium. 

Muriel Forbes, daughter of Frank 
Forbes-Robertson. married Ralph 
Richardson at a London register of- 
| fice Jan. 27. Actor is now in the 
Fleet Air Arm. 

Beatrix Lehmann has new part- 


‘ner, Michael Redgrave, in “Uncle 
Harry.” Show is due at the Garrick 


in February, succeeding “She Fol- 


lows Me About.” 

The Squadronaires, RAF _ band, 
comprised of former keymen from 
| Hylton, Ambrose, Jack Harris and 
; Lew Stone bands, intend to remain 
; as entity when war is over. 
| Squadron Leader John B, Myers, 
, former publicity head for Alexander 
| Korda, after two years in the Pacific 
| area as staff officer at air headquar- 
, ters, New Zealand, is expected home 
shortly. 
| J., Baxter Somerville and Peter 
| Hoar are reopening the old Lyric 
, theatre, Hammersmith. closed for 
four years. House suffered in air 
raids and was on the verge of being 
converted into a furniture ware- 
house. 

Jessie Matthews walked out of star 
‘lead of “The Lady Comes Across,” 
; the Fred Thompson musical which 
|; has been rewritten by Eddie Horan 
land Ian Grant for Bernard Delfont. 
| Part is likely to be given to Salley 
| Gray or Carole Lynne. 
| While playing North of England 
| tow n with show, “This Is the Army,” 
; Irving Berlin visited local military 
| hospital and sang his songs to the 
| boys, visiting each ward in turn and 
| going from bed to bed. Doctors main- 
| tain it was best health restorer boys 
; could have had. 


| 


Chicago 
Glenn Burt has returned as man- 
ager of the Variety Club with quar- 
| ters in the Blackstone hotel. 

Eddie Karoff, manager of Rod- 
| kin’s “Ye Olde Cellar,” becomes 
partner in the spot this week. 

Benny Meroff and his “Funzafire” 
unit, playing a repeat engagement 
at Newport, Ky., Feb. 18. Meroff 
played the spot in January, 

Humphrey Bogart and the missus 
in town on their way to Hollywood. 
He just retjirned from a USO, tour 
| of the Italian combat zones. 
| Rhumba Casino closed several 
| weeks ago will reopen shortly with 
| new monicker of Shangri-La. Spot 
will specialize in Chinese food. 

Variety Club sponsored a lunch- 
}eon yesterday (15) in honor of 
|Louella Parsons, who began her 
| newspaper career in the windy city. 
Gay Claridge takes over as orches- 
tra leader at the Chez Paree when | 
| Lou Breese departs for his new spot} 
the Chicago theatre | 


| 


'in charge of 
| band. 

| Ernest Byfield, co-nmfanaging direc- 
tor of the Sherman and Ambassador 
hotels, may go overseas as a cor- 
respondent for the Chicago Herald 
American. 

Berle Adams, the agent whe has 
parted company with the General 
Amusement Company. will take over 
as manager of Louis Jordon, colored 
band leader. 

Solly Biano, formerly of the Uni- 
versity of Ill. and now a talent scout 
for Warner Bros... left for Oklahoma 
City this week after giving local 
talent a look-see. 

Patrons of 50 Chicago and subur- 
ban B&K theatres contributed $53,- 


brought the Cook County Contribu- 
tion to more than $275,000. 

The Coleny Club will reopen 
March 1 renamed Cafe Society. New 
format of the spot will be all colored 
revues with John Kirby of Pump 
Room fame as the opening orchestra. 

Wizard Club held its 11th annual 
magic show last Friday with many 
famous ovrestidigitators combining 
their talents for the furtherance of 
the art of legerdemain. Bill Morri- 
son is the club’s new greeter, taking 
over the duties of Edward Latimer. 

Demand for Otto K. Eitel’s Xmas 
grecting musical calendar “From 
Bach to Gershwin” now exceeds the 
10.000 mark. Took about two years 


Hollywood 


Mary Boland on the mend after 
major surgery. 

Bud Abbott was elected honorary 
mayor of Sherman Oaks. 

Alton Brody, Monogram exec, re- 
covering from appendectomy. 

Rosanne King at RKO changed 
her film name to Diana King. 

Pete Smith tnking two-week rest 
cure at home a.ter hospital checkup. 

Diana Barry returned trom New 
York to resume film work at Uni- 
versal. 

Harry Mines moved from Para- 
mount’s publicity staff to David O. 
Selznick’s. 


for Eitel. managing director, Chi- 
cago’s Bismarck hotel, to com pile 
same wiih his pianist wife, Elsa. 


Creation originally began as part of | 
their longhaired hobby. 


Miami 

Naney Carroll a vacationer at Fort 
Lauderdale. 

Efram Zimbalist and wife are at 
the Roney Plaza. ‘ } 

Honey Murray a new addition to 
the Kitty Davis show. 

Renee Villon completed a 20 weeks 
engagement at Kitty Davis. 

Don MeNeil relaxing from “Break- 
fast Club” duties at Miami Beach. 

Jack Robbins. the rhumbaing mu- 
sic publisher, won a Latin terps con- 
test here. 

Ralph Olsen and Phyllis Joy have 
been signed by Lou Walters for the | 
Latin Quarter. 

Al Berlin's new show at the Hur- 
ricane includes Willie Solar. The 
Drakes, Helene. Mezille, Jackie 
Fields, Heanette Garrett, Joe E. Nash 
and Adrina Otero. 

The Beach Theatre War Bond 
show netted $2,012,350. George C. 
Hoovef, head of Paramount theatres; 
Sidney Meyer, president of Womet- 
co, and a committee from the sup- 
per clubs, including Arthur Chil- 
ders, Henry M. Neyle, Don Lanning 
and Lou Walters, were-in charge of 
the show. Acts from al] the clubs 
provided the entertainment. 


St. Louis 


By Sam X. Hurst 

Bollet and Dorothea, acro dance} 
duo, h.o. at Club Continental, Hotel | 
Jefferson. 

Entertainment Enterprises, Inc., 
has booked Fritz Kreisler for a one- 
night p.a. Tuesday (22). 

Marian Anderson drew a SRO mob 
of 4,126 to the opera house in the 
Henry W. Kiel auditorium last week. 

“See Here, Private Hargrove,” will 
be screened for the trade in Ruby 
S’Renco’s Art theatre on film row 
Monday (21). 

The St. Louis symph orch main- 
tenance fund has bagged $25.000 of 
the $120,000 sought for the support 
of the 1944-45 season. 

The Minneapolis symph orch sked- 
ded for a p.a. under the auspices of 
the Civic Music League on Tuesday 
(29). Dimitri Mitropolous will wave} 
the baton. 

Burton Holmes, travelouger, will | 
start his local series in the Henry W. 
Kiel auditorium Monday (21). 
Holmes has been on the platform for 
51 consecutive years. 


Philadelphia 


By Si Shaltz 

Jane Shade is the new hostess at 
WFIL. 

Ted Oberfelder, WFIL promotion 
boss, is 1-A. 

Frank Ralston, AGVA vice-prexy, 
bedded with the grippe. 

Linceln theatre leased for 
musical by Charles McLean. 


sepia 


_ Sonny Saunders, baritone, has 
joined Charlie Spivak’s band. 
Benny-the-Bum (Fogelman) hon- 


ored’ by Variety Club for his welfare 
activities fer servicemen. 

WIP’s “Dollars to Donuts” show 
will be aired from Valley Forge hos- 


pital for wounded soldiers Thurs. | 
(17), 

Andy Arcari, accordionist, who} 
toured South Pacific with Gary 


Cooper, is set for another offshore 
USO trip. 

Mary Catherine Mears. daughter of 
Joseph E. Mears. managing director 
of the Ben Franklin hotel, has joined 
WIP secretarial staff, 


Krupa 


Continued from page 1 


theatre where the leader’s band was 
playing, was not the truth. 

Pateakos was due to repeat this 
new testimony and clarify it further 
on a witness stand yesterday (Tues- | 
day) in San Francisco. 

Krupa’s appeal from his conviction 
on the eharge is due to be heard 
Feb. 28. He has been out on bail ‘he 
drew a sentence of one to six years) 
since last fall. He is now with 
Tommy Dorsey’s orchestra at the 
Palace theatre, Albany, and prior to 
that was with Benny Goodman's 
band. 


658 to March of Dimes. Collection 


,;mander Eddie 


Tait 


; tracts. 


Mary McCall taking an eight- 
week leave frem Metro to write a 
stage play. 

Mary Pickford returned from six 
weeks of touring for Infantile Paral- 
ysis drive. 

Al Jolson in from New York to 
hudale with Columbia about his film 
biography. 

Ford Beebe, producer-director at 
Universal, celebrating his 13th year 
in pictures. 

Gloria Dickson, screen actress, 
filed suit for divorce against Ralph 
Murphy, director. 

E. M. Saunders, Metro's assistant 
general sales manager, in town to 
view the new product. 

Tom Alfred shifted from Metro to 
Columbia to take charge of exploita- 
tion under Whitney Bolton. 

Frank Stephens, former Broadway 
legit player, returned to Hollywood 
after three vears in the Army. 

Stanley Prager, screen actor, re- 
cuperating at home after four weeks 
in the hosnital with pneumonia. 

Jose Iturbi left for the east on a 
three-month concert tour, returning 
late in May for a picture at Metro. 

Kenneth M:~-owan returned to 
his 20th-Fox producer job after four 
months leave of absence in the east. 

Joseph Tuschinsky in town to 
huddle with Charles R. Rogers on 
the filming of “My Wild Irish Rose.” 

Ole Olsen and Chick Johnson to- 
gether again after separate vaca- 
tions to start work on their new 
picture. 

Car] 


Schaefer drew a leave of 
absence from Warners publicity staff 
for an overseas mission for War De- 
partment. 

Viscount Trenchard, Air Marshal 

of the R.A.F., shoved off for Eng- 
land after an unheralded visit to the 
20th-Fox lot. 
_ Robert Gillham. chief of advertis- 
ing and publicity for Paramount, 
huddling at the studio on forthcom- 
ing releases, 

Herman Mankiewicz, screen 
writer, ordered to pay damages of 
$3,216 to wife of Ire Gershwin as 
result of a motor collision. 


Pittsburgh 


By Hal Cohen 

Garrett Cupp in town beating the 
drums for “Tobacco Road.” 

Emile Boreo headlining new floor 
show at Villa Madrid for couple of 
weeks. 

Hal Le Roy pencilled into Stanley 


| theatre with Johnny Long band on 


Feb. 25. 

“Good Night, Ladies’ has been 
booked into the Nixon for the week 
of April 24. 

Margie Piper has graduated from 
an usherette at the Casino to the 
chorus there. 

Archie Fineman, indie circuit 
owner, and his wife have gone to 
the coast for a month. 

Milt Jaffe in Hot Springs while his 
brother, George Jaffe, the burlesque 
baron, is vacationing on the coast. 

Joe Hiller and Bill Household back 
from New York after lining up at- 
tractions for latter’s Vogue Terrace. 

Bill Douglas, Babe Rhodes’ ex- 
trombonist, now playing with Com- 
Peabody's band at 
Great Lakes. 

Nixon mail-orders for “Something 
for the Boys” terrific: last few per- 
formances sold out already. Comes 
in next week, 

Elmer Kenyon has taken over ad- 
vance publicity chores on Katherine 
Dunham from Gerald* Goode, who 
has returned to N. Y. 


Australia 


By Erie Gorrick 
Ernest Turnbull running a club in 
Sydney for men of the Merchant 


Marine. 


Great biz reperted by Williamson- 
with Gilbert-Sullivan revivals 
in Sydney. 

Stuart Doyle handling war con- 
Says he’s out of film biz for 
the duration. 

Capt. Jerry Cargill, in Sydney for 
brief spell and setting new shows 
for jungle treks. 

Garnett Carroll, associate of Sir 
Ben Fuller, produced “Peter Pan” at 
the Minerva, Sydney, for Alec Cop- 
pel’s Whitehall unit. 

Yankees on leave in Sydney just 
can’t figure out that it really is 
January. Reason is because of the 
heat, being summertime in Aussie 
now. 

Neil Ackland, head of the Motion 
Picture Distributors’ Assn., lining up 
timely pix for troops blasting the 
Nips from the Southwest Pacific. 
Ackland recently completed a per- 
sonal coverage of the battle zones. 
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And my deep appreciation to the following 
radio shows for inviting me to be their guest 
artist: 


PHILCO ‘HALL OF FAME’... Thank 
you for the honor of being invited to ap- 
pear on your first ‘Hall of Fame’ show. 


THE MILLION DOLLAR BAND 
BROADWAY MATINEE 
THE FITCH BAND WAGON 


Personal Representative 


JACK BERTELL 
Music Corp. of America 


Personal Manager 
ANNA SOSENKO 
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